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Notice of Determination

To: From:
Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation California Department of Fish and Wildlife
CEQA Submit Central Region

1234 East Shaw Avenue

Fresno, California 93710

Contact: Clint Stevens

Email: Clint.Stevens@wildlife.ca.gov
Phone: 559-578-0837

Lead Agency

County of Merced

2222 M Street

Merced, California 95340

Contact Brian.Guerrero

Email: Brian.Guerrero@countyofmerced.com
Phone: 209-385-7564

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21108
State Clearinghouse Number: 2022040525
Project Title: Merced Pipeline Phase 3 (Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement No. EPIMS-MER-56461-R4)

Project Location: The Project will take place in one location within Bear Creek and two locations in the Chowchilla
River, Merced County, California:.

Project Number Stream Latitude Longitude
Project 1 Bear Creek 37.273308 -120.599865
Project 2 Chowchilla River 37.127422 -120.335194
Project 3 Chowchilla River 37.72668 -120.225746

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has executed Lake and Streambed
Alteration Agreement EPIMS-MER-56541-R4, pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1602, to the project
Applicant, Maas Energy.

The Project involved activities related to the installation of 4-inch diameter high density polyethene Dairy Cluster
Pipeline via horizontal directional drilling across Bear Creek and the Chowchilla River.

This is to advise that CDFW, acting as a Responsible Agency, approved the project described above on
7/9/2026 and has made the following determinations regarding the project pursuant to California Code of
Regulations section 15096, subdivision (i):

1. The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. This determination is limited to effects
within CDFW’s permitting jurisdiction as a Responsible Agency.

2. CDFW considered the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared by the Lead Agency for this project
pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15096, subdivision (f).

Mitigation measures were made a condition of CDFW'’s approval of the project.
A Mitigation Reporting or Monitoring Plan was adopted by CDFW for this project.
A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted by CDFW for this project.
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Findings were not made by CDFW pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15091.
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The Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the project is available to the general public at the office location
listed above for the Lead Agency. CDFW'’s record of project approval as a Responsible Agency is available at
CDFW'’s regional office.
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