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NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

TO: X County Clerk FROM: County of Ventura
County of Ventura Resource Management Agency
800 South Victoria Ave., L#1260 (RMA), Planning Division
Ventura, CA 93009 800 South Victoria Ave., L#1740

Ventura, CA 93009

[ ] Office of Planning and Research
1440 Tenth Street, Room 121
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Filing of a Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21152 of the
Public Resources Code.

PROJECT TITLE AND CASE NO.: Camp Ramah Major Modification and Variance to
Conditional Use Permit No. 3048 and Discretionary Tree Permit Case Nos. PL18-0052 and

PL23-0002
APPLICANT: Camp Ramah in California

APPLICANT ADDRESS: Camp Ramah in California, Rabbi Joe Menashe, 6505 Wilshire
Blvd., Suite 440, Los Angeles, CA 90048

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NO.: 2022040478
CONTACT PERSON: Kristina Boero, Senior Planner
TELEPHONE NO.: (805) 654-2467

PROJECT LOCATION / ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBERS: 385 Fairview Road, in the
community of Ojai / 010-0-110-130, 010-0-110-120, 010-0-120-040,010-0-070-300 (2-acre
lease),010-0-070-030 (5-acre lease),010-0-070-310, 010-0-060-070 and 010-0-060-030

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: This Major Modification to CUP No. 3048 is granted for
incorporation of adjacent open space parcels into the CUP boundary, construction of new
structures, legalization of existing structures, and a discretionary Tree Permit for the removal
and encroachment of protected oak trees, as described below and included in the Project

plans.
CUP Boundary

The CUP boundary includes APNs 010-0-110-130; 010-0-110-120,010-0-120-040, 010-0-
060-030, 010-0-060-070, 010-0-070-030, 010-0-070-310, and 010-0-070-300 (431.45

HALL OF ADMINISTRATION #1740
805-654-2481 « FAX 805-654-2509 * 800 South Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93008 * rma.venturacounty.gov
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acres).

New Structures and Improvements {12,085 approximate sq. ft.)

The following structures and site improvements are authorized:

e Machon Village: The construction of “Machon Village,” (10,609 sq. ft.) on 1.7 acres of
land located on APN 010-0-070-310. The village consists of six new cabins, four of the
cabins have a second story, (4,320 sq. ft.) and a central gathering structure (the
“Machon”) that includes counselor sleeping quarters, a prep kitchen, meeting spaces,
storage, and restrooms (6,289 sq. ft.).

e A 1,436 sq. ft. reception, meeting, and storage area attached to the Dining Hall.
e A 240 sq. ft. trellis adjacent to the proposed reception area.
e The widening of the existing driveway to Machon Village.

e The extension of the existing secondary access road with a fire access turnaround,
located along the western property line to provide emergency vehicle access to
Machon Village.

e Reconfiguration of the drop off area (adjacent to the existing Dining Hall).

e The removal of four protected Coast Live Oak trees (Tree Nos. 437, 438, 478, and
480) and encroachment into the Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) of four protected Coast
Live Oak trees (Tree Nos. 481, 482, 598 and 599) (Exhibit 4, Attachment 4, Arborist
Report and Tree Protection Plan, prepared by Kenneth A. Knight Consulting, LLC.,
February 7, 2019).

Permittee is authorized to grade approximately 1,190 cubic yards of cut and 322 cubic yards
of fill, with excess cut being balanced onsite.

Legalization of Existing Structures

The structures identified in Table 1 below shall be legalized by Major Modification to CUP No.
3048:

Table 1 - Existing Structures to be Legalized

Size (in square
Name feet) Use
Sport Court (one basketball court) 2,100 Recreation
Outdoor Sanctuary Trellis 1,700 Gathering Area
Meditation Deck and Shade 1250 Weddings, religious

Structure ) gatherings, yoga

Shade Structures 2.352 Outdoor Dining

TOTAL
7,402 sq. ft. (approximate)
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Table 2 below includes a list of existing, legal structures.
Table 2 - Existing, Legal Structures
Size (in square
Name feet) Use
Dining Hall 14,800 meals
Fingerhut Chapel 1,156 chapel
Old Library 1,020 library
Friedman Library 2,070 library
. office/staff
Jihice Larplex Wler housing/kindergarten
Laundry 1,050 laundry
Director's House 970 lodging
Staff Lounge 1,378 staff lounge
Arts Building 2257 art
Bassan Heiser 5,600 adult housing
Friedland 5,600 adult housing
Whizin 10,356 adult housing
Infirmary (Kaye building) 4,400 lodging and medical
Caretaker’'s house 613 lodging
Cabins (1 through 10) 10,500 lodging
Boys' tents 4,800 lodging
Boys' tents 2,048 lodging
Boys' Bathroom 1,035 bathroom
Girls’ Tents 3,600 lodging
Girls’ Tents 4,096 lodging
Girls’ Bathroom 836 bathroom
Staff Housing 898 lodging
Camp Manager’s House and 1,715 lodging
Garage
Sheds/Storage (7) 3,767 sheds/storage
Cabins (11 through 16) 6,348 lodging
Bakery Addition to Dining 710 bakery
29 story to Kaye Building 4,400 infirmary/lodging
Amphitheater N/A outdoor theater
Trellis and Pool Deck N/A trellis and pool deck
Outdoor Sanctuary Trellis 1,700 outdoor sanctuary trellis
Swimming pool bathrooms 744 swimming pool bathrooms
Gazebos 2,760 gazebos
Swimming Pool/Slides N/A swimming pool/slides
Parking N/A 134 spaces
Reservoir N/A N/A
TOTAL
100,727 sq. ft. (approximate)

Programs and Activities at Camp Ramah: All summer and non-summer programs and
activities at Camp Ramah shall occur on lots zoned Rural Exclusive (RE) and Open Space
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(OS). Refer to Table 3, Population for Open Space (OS) Zoned Lots (below), for maximum
population limits on lots zoned OS.

There are five legal lots within the CUP boundary that are zoned Open Space (OS). For lots
zoned OS the maximum population is as follows:

Table 3 — Population for Open Space (OS) Zoned Lots

APN Daily Population Overnight Population
010-0-070-310 220 individuals 116 Bed Count
Machon Village
010-0-060-030 150 individuals Up to 75 individuals camping

010-0-060-070
Open Space Lots

Day hiking/camping

010-0-070-030 Camp Manager and family Camp Manager and family
Camp Manager's +120 individuals

Residence

010-0-070-300 10 None

Maintenance Yard

Permanent Residents: There are six permanent residents who live onsite.

Camp Ramah Youth Summer Camp

The Camp Ramah youth summer camp is approximately nine weeks (June to August) and
consists of 11 days of training/intercession/debrief for counselors/staff and two (2), four-
week sessions for campers. During the 11 days of training there are approximately 300
counselors and staff. Within the four-week sessions, there are two (2), 2-week sessions
available for campers that need or desire a shorter stay. During the two, four-week sessions,
the maximum overnight population is 1,040 (i.e., campers, overnight staff, daycare
assistants, spouses, visiting educators, and special guests).

Daily population includes 73 regular staff (i.e., kitchen, housekeeping, maintenance,
administration, security) Sunday through Saturday, to support camp operations, up to 154
people arriving and departing the camp daily (i.e., daytime counselors and visitors), plus the
maximum overnight population (1,040), for a total maximum regular daily population of 1,241.
One family visitation day is scheduled for each four-week camp session where families are
invited to visit the camp during the day only and a maximum of 1,250 additional daytime
visitors are expected to be onsite, for a maximum total of up to 2,491 daytime visitors. Camp
Ramah youth summer camp is a 24-hour program. Outdoor programs occur between 7:45
a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Monday through Sunday, except for Café Ezra, which closes at 11:00
p.m. on Thursday nights during the summer.
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Camp Ramah Non-Summer Programs and Activities

When summer camp is not in session (typically mid-August through early-June), regular daily
staff include 37 employees (i.e., kitchen, housekeeping, maintenance, administration,
security), Sunday through Saturday.

To allow the camp the flexibility to adjust non-summer month program scheduling and
attendance, non-summer month total population, daily and overnight population, will be
limited to a maximum 59,400 cumulative program participant days.! A program participant is
an individual (guest, camper, staff) that is onsite during any portion of a day or evening.
Whether a program participant stays just for the day or also stays overnight, each day shall
count as one program participant day against the total maximum. For the purpose of the
calculation, Camp Ramah shall multiply the program participants by the number of program
participant days and subtract the total from the 59,400 annual program participant days. For
example, if 100 program participants are scheduled to be onsite and stay overnight between
September 13-15, a total of 300 program participants are deducted from the 59,400 with
59,100 remaining. If over that same three-day time period there were an additional 50 non-
overnight program participants onsite each of the three days, then an additional 150 program
participant days would be deducted from the total allowable.

Cumulative attendance for all programming, including multiple programs occurring
simultaneously, is limited by the following categories:

e For a maximum of 28 days per year, non-summer program participants may range
between 550 and 872 people.

e The remaining non-summer month programs shall not exceed 549 program participants
in any given program.

e Total non-summer month camp population shall not exceed 59,400 cumulative program
participants.

Use of Open Space Lots

In addition to uses and structures noted in Table 3 (above), the use of the Cozy Dell trail and
a U.S. Forest Service Trail System on APN 010-0-060-030 is restricted to passive recreational
uses (e.g., hiking, walking, non-motorized bicycling, outdoor education, and wildlife viewings).
Hiking, walking, overnight camping, outdoor education, wildlife viewing, and transportation of
portable toilet(s) is permitted by the Camp only on existing trails and fire break trails on APNs
010-0-060-030, 010-0-060-070, 010-070-030, 010-0-070-300, 010-0-070-310 and 010-0-
070-300. Occasional recreational overnight tent camping on these parcels is limited to 20-25
persons at three designated camping areas. No campfires or camp stoves are permitted.
Supplies and camping equipment are packed in and packed out, including all trash. Portable
toilets are brought to the camp sites via a 4x4 quad runner or pickup.

! The 37 regular daily staff do not count toward the cumulative program participant days.
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Outdoor Amplified Sound and Music

Permittee may use a portable voice amplifier to direct campers to programs and locations.
Other activities and programs may include the use of microphones and amplified music. All
sound amplification devices used outdoors, for both day and nighttime use, shall be devices
owned and controlled by Permittee; vendors are prohibited from installing and using
amplified equipment outdoors at Camp Ramah. The use of portable sound amplification
systems shall be turned off by 9:00 p.m., except for Café Ezra which may use a portable
speaker for low level ambient music up to 11:00 p.m. on Thursday nights during summer
camp sessions. The use of fixed outdoor amplification equipment may only occur at the
following locations: inside Girl's gazebo for use during summer camp and non-summer camp
programs (e.g., dance classes, occasional outdoor dining); basketball court (requires sound
blankets); Main Dining Room Lawn; amphitheater; and Fire Pit at Boy’'s Tent Area. The use
of fixed outdoor sound amplification systems shall end by 10:00 p.m. At least one
representative of permittee’s staff shall remain on-site at all times and be available for noise
monitoring and to respond to noise complaints.

The use of fireworks/pyrotechnics, and similar explosives are prohibited.

Dining Services

The majority of meals are prepared and served in the dining hall. However, catering services
throughout the year may be provided by other catering and/or food trucks licensed in Ventura
County.

Security and Earthquake/Disaster Procedures

Access to the Camp is restricted by a gate and security kiosk. Adult supervision of youth
campers is provided throughout the year. Permittee maintains and must continue to maintain
a handbook, which includes procedures for the staff to follow to protect the campers and on-
site personnel in the event of a disaster. Warning alarms located in the center of the camp
must be tested monthly. Security personnel shall be provided by Permittee staff as needed.

Access

Access to the project site is available from Fairview Road (a paved public road) to Camp
Ramah Road (a paved private road). The on-site parking area (134 spaces) is located more
than 100 feet from Fairview Road, south of the softball field; the bus drop off is located by
the Dining Room Reception. Thirty-four additional spaces are located near the Administration
building, maintenance center and preschool.

The Permittee shall enter into a contract between the Permittee and the Property Owner of
the lot on which off-site parking will occur (e.g., Nordhoff High School, addressed at 1401
Maricopa Highway in Ojai) to accommodate parking associated with two Family Visitation
Days during the Camp’s summer programming.
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Water and Wastewater Services

Water service is provided by the Casitas Municipal Water District (CMWD). Wastewater
service is provided by the Ojai Valley Sanitary District (OVSD).

Machon Village is located on APN 010-0-070-310. This parcel is outside the OVSD Sphere
of Influence. To provide wastewater service, OVSD requested annexation of approximately
1.7 acres of APN 010-0-070-310 from the Ventura County Local Agency Formation
Commission {LAFCo) limiting the wastewater service to only Machon Village and not the
entire 25 acres. LAFCo will evaluate the request following the decision on the major
modification to CUP 3048.

This is to advise that on September 30, 2025, the County of Ventura, as the Lead Agency,
approved the above-described project and has made the following determination regarding
the project:

y The project will not have a significant effect on the environment.

2. A Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared and adopted for this project pursuant
to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation Measures were made conditions of the approval of the project.

4. A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan/Program was adopted.

The Mitigated Negative Declaration and record of project approval may be examined at the
County of Ventura, RMA, Planning Division, 800 South Victoria Avenue, L#1740, Ventura,
CA 93009.

DATE FILED: October 1, 2025

Prepared by: Kristina Boero, Senior Planner

Approved by:

W

Dave Ward, AICP, Director
Ventura County Planning Division
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