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Potentially Less than Less than No
Issues Significant Significant Significant  Impact
Impact with Mitigation
Incorporated
d)  Generate solid waste in excess of state or | | L] X L]
local standards, or in excess of the capacity
of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair
the attainment of solid waste reduction
goals?
e) Comply with federal, state, and local [ ] [] X []
management and reduction statutes and
regulations related to solid waste?
SUBSTANTIATION:
Countywide Plan; Submitted Project Materials; Newberry Wine Rock Quarry Mine and
Reclamation Plan 2021
a) Require orresult in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater

treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental
effects?

Water for mining is purchased from a private well owner on the National Trails Highway
in Newberry Springs, CA then delivered by a 4000-gallon water truck to the site for use
in dust control. Bottled drinking water for the mining crew is purchased and supplied by
the operator. The Proposed Project would not require the relocation or construction of
new or expanded water utilities.

Portable toilets will be supplied for use by employees and will be located onsite at the
operations area. The Proposed Project would not require sewer collection or treatment
services and therefore no off-site discharge of treated wastewater would occur. With the
small amount of precipitation throughout the year, most runoff is in the form of sheet
flow, and ephemeral drainages will run in times of major storms. The drainage pattern
will not be changed by the mining and the only stormwater management will be to berm
the accesses into the staging area to keep any possible runoff in the south drainage out
of the staging area along the access road. A berm to protect the mining areas and
eventual reclamation area will follow BMPs within the proposed permit area and access.
The configuration of the quarry and its final reclamation contour and profile will slow the
runoff drainage and reduce downstream siltation, but it will not change the overall
drainage pattern. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not require the relocation or
construction of new storm water drainage facilities.

Electricity for heat, light, and etc. in the scale shed will be supplied by two (2) small 4000
— 9000 watt generators. A dual walled fuel tank approximately 15’ X 7’ X 5’ with diesel
oil is on site and serviced by Beck Oil Company. The Proposed Project would not require
natural gas. Cellular service will not be required. Therefore, the Proposed Project would
not require the relocation or construction of electric power, natural gas, or
telecommunications facilities.
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b)

d)

Therefore, less than significant impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation
measures are required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the Project and reasonably foreseeable
future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

Fresh water is procured from an existing well (09N/O3E 33 QO3) in Newberry Springs
on the National Trails Highway (Lower Mojave River Groundwater Basin number 6-40,
Baja Sub-Basin). Water is used for dust control on access roads and in the mining and
staging areas. The anticipated water demand for the Proposed Project is a maximum of
24,000 gallons per year, or approximately 0.09 acre-feet per year. The Project Applicant
has an existing agreement with Raymond Ward to utilize 1.5 acre-feet of water per year
from the well. Long term planning at the mine may entail a well to produce water,
however, the site has not been determined yet. These water supplies are anticipated to
sufficiently serve the Proposed Project. Therefore, less than significant impacts are
identified or anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may
serve the Project that it has adequate capacity to serve the Project’s projected demand
in addition to the provider’s existing commitments?

All human waste is removed via a professional porta-john service. The Proposed Project
would not require sewer collection or treatment services and therefore no off-site
discharge of treated wastewater would occur. Therefore, no impacts are identified or are
anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required.

No Impact

Generate solid waste in excess of state or local standards, or in excess of the capacity
of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and
regulations related to solid waste?

Very little waste will be generated from proposed mining. Small amounts (less than
11,000 cubic yards over 30 years) of topsoil and overburden will be stockpiled and
managed for reclamation and re-seeding base. Fines stockpiles will be sold as product;
however, unsold fines will be used as fill during reclamation. It is uncertain how much
fines will be generated from crushing and sizing this hard rock, and how much will be
sold rather than used for reclamation purposes; however, a crude estimate would be a
maximum total of about 45,000 tons for the mine life. At the end of mine life all unsold
fines will be used for reclamation purposes and any unconsolidated piles of fill will be
regraded to less than a 2:1 slope.
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Garbage will be contained in on-site covered trash cans (at least 55-gallon size) and
hauled weekly to the Barstow landfill by the operator. The mine operator will contain any
waste oil and remove it to recycling centers. As such, less than significant impacts are

identified or are anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Therefore, less than significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no
mitigation measures are required.

Potentially Less than Less than No
Issues Significant Significant Significant  Impact
Impact with
Mitigation
Incorporated
XX.  WILDFIRE: If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very

high fire hazard severity zones, would the project:

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency [ ] [] X []
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other [ ] [] X []
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby
expose project occupants to, pollutant
concentrations from wildfire or the uncontrolled
spread of a wildfire?

c) Require the installation or maintenance of [ ] ] [] X
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water resources, power
lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing
impacts to the environment?

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, [] ] X ]
including downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope
instability, or drainage changes?

SUBSTANTIATION:

County of San Bernardino Countywide Plan; Submitted Project Materials; Newberry

Wine Rock Quarry Mine and Reclamation Plan 2021
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a)

b)

Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation
plan?

The Project Site is located approximately 1.3 miles south of I-40, which is an evacuation
route. All vehicles and stationary equipment would be staged off public roads and
would not block emergency access routes. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not
impair implementation of, or physically interfere with, an adopted emergency response
plan or emergency evacuation plan. Less than significant adverse impacts are
identified or are anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby
expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from wildfire or the uncontrolled
spread of a wildfire?

The Project Site is not located within a High or Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.3®
Therefore, risks associated with exposing project employees to pollutant
concentrations from wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire due to slope,
prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks is unlikely. Furthermore,
the Proposed Project does not include construction of habitable structures nor are there
any existing structures. Therefore, less than significant impacts are identified or
anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads,
fuel breaks, emergency water resources, power lines or other utilities) that may
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the
environment?

The Proposed Project will not require the construction of new or expanded water,
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or
telecommunications facilities. Therefore, the Proposed Project is not anticipated to
require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure that may exacerbate
fire risk or that may result in temporary ongoing impacts to the environment. No impacts
are identified or are anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required.

No Impact

37 San Bernardino County Policy Plan web maps. PP-2 “Evacuation Routes.” Accessed September 20, 2021.

38 San Bernardino County. Policy Plan web maps. HZ-5 “Fire Hazard Severity Zones.” Accessed September 20,

2021.
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d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes?

The Project Site is not located within a High or Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.3®
Additionally, the site is not within a 100-Year Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) flood zone, 100-year Department of Water Resources Awareness Zone, or a
500-year FEMA flood zone.*® The Project Site is neither located in an area with
mapped, existing landslides nor is it located in an area susceptible to landslides.*'
Therefore, less than significant impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation
measures are required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Potentially Less than Less than No
Issues Significant Significant Significant  Impact
Impact with
Mitigation
Incorporated
XXl. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
SIGNIFICANCE:

a) Does the project have the potential to [ ] X [] []

substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of
a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, substantially reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant
or animal or eliminate important examples of
the major periods of California history or

prehistory?
b) Does the project have impacts that are [ ] [] X []
individually limited, but cumulatively

considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects of a project
are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the effects of
other current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects)?

39 san Bernardino County. Policy Plan web maps. HZ-5 “Fire Hazard Severity Zones.” Accessed March 3, 2021.
40 San Bernardino County. Policy Plan web maps. HZ-4 ‘Flood Hazards” web map. Accessed September 21, 2021.

41San Bernardino County. Policy Plan web maps. HZ-2 “Liquefaction and Landslide Hazards.” Accessed September
20, 2021.
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c) Does the project have environmental effects, [ ] [] = []

a)

which would cause substantial adverse effects
on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?

Common species observed during CMBC'’s biological survey included three reptile, four
bird and nine mammal species. Positive evidence of desert tortoise was found at the
lower, more level elevations south of the proposed mining area. Based on the observed
sign, CMBC judged that two and three tortoises could occur at the lower elevations.
However, desert tortoises are unlikely to occur within the 24-acre mining area due to the
extremely steep slopes which do not provide suitable habitat for the species. With
implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1, the proposed expansion area can be
mined without any impacts to desert tortoise. ELMT concurs with this conclusion.

Other special-status species assessed for their potential to occur included kit fox ( Vulpes
macrotis), burrowing owl and desert bighorn sheep. ELMT confirmed CMBC'’s
conclusion that there is no active or inactive kit fox dens within the proposed mining
area. Diagnostic scat was found peripheral to the 50-acre mine site, so kit fox occurs in
the general area but not within the proposed mine expansion area. ELMT found no
evidence of burrowing owl. The proposed mining area is too rocky and steep to be
suitable for burrowing owl and does not provide suitable burrows (>4 inches in diameter).

Two special-status plant species have been recorded in the Newberry Springs
quadrangle. Based on habitat requirements for the identified special-status species, and
known distributions, it was determined that the undeveloped portions of the Project Site
that support the creosote bush scrub plant community have a moderate potential to
support Darlington’s blazing star (Mentzelia puberula) and creamy blazing star
(Mentzelia tridentata). All other special-status species documented as occurring within
the vicinity of the Project Site are presumed absent. Mitigation Measure BIO-2 shall be
implemented to avoid significant impacts to special-status plants. Mitigation Measure
BIO-3 shall be implemented to ensure no impacts to native desert plant species occur,
as required by the County Development Code.

A Cultural Resources Study, dated January 17, 2022, was prepared for the Proposed
Project by Tierra. The records search provided by the SCCIC revealed that five
investigations have been previously conducted within a one-mile radius of the Project
Site. None of the previous investigations involved the Project Site. The records search
indicated that four cultural resources or historic properties have been previously
identified within one-mile radius of the Project Site. None of the previously recorded
resources were recorded within the Project Site. The pedestrian survey resulted in the
identification of a single prehistoric isolate that is not considered to be a significant
resource. In case of unanticipated finds, Mitigation Measure CR-1 shall be implemented
to ensure no adverse impacts to cultural resources occur.
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b)

c)

Less than Significant with Mitigation

Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)?

Cumulative impacts are defined as two or more individual affects that, when considered
together, are considerable or that compound or increase other environmental impacts. The
cumulative impact from several projects is the change in the environment that results from
the incremental impact of the development when added to the impacts of other closely
related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable or probable future developments.
Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor, but collectively significant,
developments taking place over a period. The CEQA Guidelines, Section 15130 (a) and
(b), states:

(a) Cumulative impacts shall be discussed when the project’'s incremental effect is
cumulatively considerable.

(b) The discussion of cumulative impacts shall reflect the severity of the impacts and
their likelihood of occurrence, but the discussion need not provide as great detail
as is provided of the effects attributable to the project. The discussion should be
guided by the standards of practicality and reasonableness.

Greenhouse emissions resulting from the Proposed Project would not exceed County
thresholds. Therefore, impacts are not cumulatively considerable. Development of the
Proposed Project will be conditioned to comply with current MDAQMD rules and
regulations to minimize impacts to air quality.

Cumulative impacts identified in this Initial Study are anticipated to be less than
significant. Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or are anticipated,
and no mitigation measures are required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Does the project have environmental effects, which would cause substantial adverse
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Driling and blasting is contracted from a licensed professional blasting company;
therefore, no explosives will be stored on-site. No hazardous materials will be used on-
site with the exception of fuel and oil for mobile equipment. The operation will not
introduce any toxic substances or contaminants into the run off waters from the mine.
No faults were observed on the site. The potential for ground surface rupture through
the site due to active faulting is considered low.

The Applicant will be required to obtain air quality permits from MDAQMD to operate.
All emission levels associated with the Proposed Project were less than adopted
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thresholds and therefore no significant adverse impacts are identified or are anticipated,
and no mitigation measures are required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated with incorporation
of mitigation measures.
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