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Letter 12
Placer County Community Development Resource Agency cont.

My staff and I are currently consulting with Department of Agriculture Office of the General
Counsel to determine necessary actions and real estate transactions that the County and the
Forest Service would need to complete in order to enable commercial use of the lands such as the
proposed SNOW Sports Museum and Cultural Center.

12-2
cont.

Sincerely,

=

Forest Supervisor

Enclosures
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Letter 12

US D United States Forest Tahoe National Forest 631 Coyote Street cont.
—

12-3

Department of Service Supervisor's Office Nevada City, CA 95959
Agriculture 530-478-6100
TDD: 1-800-735-2929
Fax: 530-478-6109

File Code:  5450; 1950
Date:  April 13,2022

Shirlee Herrington

Environmental Coordination Services

Placer County Community Development Resource Agency
3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190

Auburn, CA 95603

Dear Ms. Herrington:

This letter responds to the call for public and agency comments on Placer County’s Notice of
Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed SNOW Sports Museum and
Community Cultural Center Project (NOP). As you may be aware, my staff and I have had
multiple communications with Placer County over the past several years concerning this
proposed project and the disposition of deed restrictions held by the United States affecting
development of lands at Squaw Valley Community Park (SVCP).

For context, in December of 1999, the United States conveyed approximately 36 acres of
National Forest System lands administered by the Tahoe National Forest (TNF) to Placer County
at the entrance to Olympic Valley. The land was conveyed for a purchase price of $282,000
under authority of Public Law 105-208 dated July 29, 1998. PL 105-208 authorized the lands to
be conveyed to Placer County for the purpose of creating a community park; PL 105-208
required a sales price at fair market value. Deed restrictions were placed on the conveyance
commensurate with valuation of the lands to be used for community park purposes and
prohibited use of the lands for commercial, residential or industrial developments. The deed
restrictions allowed the lands to be conveyed to Placer County at a discounted price compared
with valuation of the lands without a deed restriction.

Page 16 of the NOP describes the subject deed restriction and, based on a March 27, 2017 letter
from County Counsel to me, concludes that there is no conflict between the proposed
development and the deed restriction. This conclusion does not reflect the views of the Forest
Service or the Department of Agriculture Office of the General Counsel. In response to County
Counsel’s letter, we provided a letter dated May 12, 2017 (enclosed) to Ken Grehm, Director of
Placer County Public Works and Facilities providing our views of County Counsel’s letter. This
position has been reiterated by the Chief of the Forest Service in a letter to Senator Feinstein
dated March 21, 2022 (enclosed).

The current proposal being considered, a museum conducting commerce on the premises in the
form of renting event space and operating a café and museum shop, would be in direct conflict
with the deed restriction barring commercial use. Tax exempt status of a non-profit entity does
not waive the requirements of the deed restriction.

Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper T
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Letter 12

Shirlee Herrington cont.

In my May 12, 2017 letter, I offered the assistance of my staff to work with the County towards
having the deed restriction removed in order to enable private commercial use of the lands to
accommodate development of the proposed SNOW Sports Museum and Cultural Center. I have
met with various County staff and officials and understand that the County may be interested in
such a transaction. Isuggest that the County and the Forest Service complete all necessary real
estate transactions assuring the County’s legal authority to proceed with the proposal before
considering it further.

Sincerely,

ZQ"‘ 6"\
ELIILANO
Forest Supervisor

Enclosures (2)

12-3
cont.
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Letter 12

USD United States Forest Washington Office 1400 Independence Avenue, cont.
——

12-3
cont.

r
f -

Department of Service Washington, D.C. 20250
Agriculture

File Code:  5400; 1510 (8778604)
Date:  March 21, 2022

A The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

Thank you for your letter of November 9, 2021, regarding the Sierra Nevada Olympic and
Winter Sports Foundation (SNOW) proposal to develop a SNOW Museum on former National
Forest System (NFS) lands at Squaw Valley Park. T apologize for the delayed response.

The former NFS lands at Squaw Valley Park were conveyed from the Tahoe National Forest to
Placer County in 1999, in accordance with Public Law 105-208. The legislation articulated
intended use of these lands as a community park and required Placer County to pay fair market
value for them. To meet this intent and make the purchase affordable for Placer County, the
Forest Service retained a deed restriction limiting the use of the lands to that of a community
park and prohibiting the “use of the property for private development of a commercial,
residential or industrial nature.”

Since receiving the initial proposal several years ago by the predecessor organization to SNOW,
the Tahoe National Forest received public feedback both in favor and opposed to the museum
development. Some members of the public support the venture, and others oppose it with a
preference to maintain the open and undeveloped character of Squaw Valley Park. The Forest
Service does not have a position on the merits of the SNOW proposal.

Tahoe National Forest leadership consulted with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Office of
the General Counsel regarding the museum proposal and deed restriction and thoroughly
discussed it with Placer County staff and the SNOW Foundation over several years. As stated in
the enclosed letter of May 12, 2017, the museum foundation’s status as a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization does not exempt it from the deed restriction precluding private commercial use,
which is contained in the current museum proposal in the form of conference room rentals, a
snack bar, a gift shop, and admission fees. The 501(c)(3) status also does not change the original
intent of the legislation facilitating transferring the land to Placer County.

In our letter of May 12, 2017, to Placer County, the Forest Service expressed our willingness and
ability to consider releasing the deed restriction in exchange for consideration at fair market
value, if this is found to be consistent with the requirements of Public Law 105-208. If Placer
County were to acquire the remainder of the interests in the lands currently retained by the
United States at fair market value, it could develop the land in whatever manner it sees fit.

.
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Letter 12

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein cont.

Again, thank you for writing. If you or your staff have any questions, please contact
Jacob Donnay, Director of Legislative Affairs, at (202) 205-1617 or jacob.donnay @usda.gov.

Sincerely,

X /]\sz, M.

Signed by: RANDY MOORE
RANDY MOORE
Chief

Enclosure
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Letter 12

USD A United States Forest ~  Tahoe National Forest 631 Coyote Street cont.
Department of Service Supervisor's Office Nevada City, CA 95959
§ Agriculture 530-478-6100

TDD: 1-800-735-2929

Fax: 530-478-6109

File Code: 5570
Date:  May 12,2017

Ken Grehm

Director, Placer County Department of Public Works and Facilities
11476 C Avenue

Auburn, CA 95603

Dear Mr. Grehm,

Thank you for the letter from Placer County Counsel dated March 27, 2017, which provided a legal
opinion regarding the proposed Squaw Valley Ski Museum. Specifically, the letter concluded that
California law suggests that uses such as museums can be compatible with deeds restricting lands to use
as a community park. County Counsel’s letter was informative, although it did not specifically analyze
the portion of the deed that restricts the property from development of a commercial nature. Analysis of
the supporting materials submitted with the letter shows that the museum’s proponents are aware that this
is a complex area of the law. The proposal nevertheless contains descriptions of several commercial
aspects to the proposed Museum’s activities (entrance fees, sale of refreshments and souvenirs, and

12-3 potential rental use of the facilities for events both related and unrelated to the Museum’s core purpose).
cont. Whether Fhe proposed museum and its operations meet the threshold of a development that is commercial
in nature is currently an unanswered legal question. It will be incumbent on Placer County to ensure any
further development of the property is not commercial in nature and meets all of the deed restrictions for
the property. Your attention in this matter will insure that the United States is not put in a position to
consider termination of the deed in the future.

Should Placer County be interested in relieving both the County and the United States of monitoring the
restrictions placed on the use of this parcel, we would be willing to explore the possibility of removing
the deed restriction if it can be shown that the enabling legislation would allow it, and if a process can be
identified to accomplish it. Such a process would likely require appraising the property without any use
restrictions, reflecting the added economic benefit of the change and compensating the United States for
such a change.

If you have any questions, please contact Joanne Roubique, District Ranger at (530) 587-3558.

Sincerely,

ELIILANO
Forest Supervisor

& =
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LETTER 12: ELI ILANO, U.S. FOREST SERVICE

Response to Comment 12-1
The comment is an introductory statement and does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR.

Response to Comment 12-2

As stated on page 3-18 of the Draft EIR, Placer County is currently coordinating with the USFS
regarding the deed restriction, and will pursue a course of action that is agreeable to both parties
to allow for the proposed project to be developed within the Olympic Valley Park site. Further,
Project planning entitlements will not be brought before the Placer County Board of Supervisors
until an agreement has been reached between the County and the USFS.

Regardless of the Deed of Trust issue, the physical impacts to the environment associated with
the proposed project are addressed throughout the Draft EIR.

Response to Comment 12-3
The comment consists of past letters submitted by the USFS in response to the NOP prepared

for the proposed project. All such comments were received and incorporated into the Draft EIR,
as applicable. The comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR. Please see
Response to Comment 12-2.
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SNOW MUSEUM PROJECT Letter 13
DRAFT EIR COMMENT MEETING SUMMARY
Date: August 10, 2023
Time: 10:00 AM
Location: North Tahoe Event Center
8318 North Lake Boulevard
Kings Beach, CA 96143
and online through Zoom

Verbal Comments (arranged in order of “appearance” of commenter):

Comments from Planning Commission

Commissioner Woodward

e The commissioner asked Patrick Dobbs, Placer County Planning Services, why the

13-1 creation of a new land use district, Cultural Amenities, is required.

e The commissioner noted that existing land use districts within the County, such as libraries
or museums, could potentially accommodate the proposed project.

Commissioner Watts

e The commissioner asked Patrick Dobbs, Placer County Planning Services, if the proposed
museum building would include restrooms.

13-2 | = The commissioner asked if the new zoning designation would allow for event center
activities.

e The commissioner asked if typical County screening criteria would be adequate in
analyzing greenhouse gases emissions associated with the proposed project.

Commissioner Johnson

13-3 [« The commissioner asked how the proposed project compares to the existing ski museum
in Nevada County.

Public Comments

Public Commenter 1: Volunteer with Sierra Nevada Olympic Winter

(SNOW) Museum Foundation

 The commenter noted the adequacy of the Draft EIR and expressed that it provides a
thorough and accurate evaluation of the minimal potential environmental impacts
associated with the proposed project.

13-4 | © The commenter noted that the proposed museum would be an enrichment for the
community, children, and visitors.

e The commenter noted that those at the SNOW Foundation do not anticipate the proposed
project to be postponed due to the U.S. Forest Service deed restriction because the
proposed project is not a private, commercial venture, but rather a public benefit endeavor
from a non-profit.
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Public Commenter 2

13-5

13-6

13-7

13-8

e The commenter expressed that the proposed rezone designation should be clarified and
defined more.

e The commenter expressed that she believes the County is trying to use the proposed
project for their own benefit, and the proposed project could be redesigned to not be
adjacent to existing park uses.

e The commenter expressed that the Draft EIR does not adequately analyze air quality
emissions from construction activities and trucks or buses during operation.

e The commenter expressed that the Draft EIR did not address that the existing parking lot
is frequently used for park uses by members of the public.

Public Commenter 3

13-9

13-10

e The commenter expressed concern that a dumpster serving the proposed museum would
be located adjacent to the existing pickleball courts, and that buses and trucks associated
with the proposed project would be a potential safety hazard to children at the existing
park.

e The commenter expressed that the Transportation chapter of the Draft EIR was
inadequate.

Public Commenter 4

13-11

13-12

13-13

13-14
13-15
13-16

13-17

13-18

13-19

e The commenter expressed disappointment over the “cumulative impact” of destination
amenities, and that the cumulative impacts within the entire Lake Tahoe basin and
Olympic Valley are not being considered.

e The commenter expresses concern that the proposed Cultural Amenities zoning district
would lead to further sites being rezoned.

Public Commenter 5

e The commenter expressed concern that impacts related to a proposed visitor information
center and safety hazards within the parking lot were not analyzed within the
Transportation chapter of the Draft EIR.

e The commenter questioned if the parking lot was going to be resurfaced to accommodate
winter use as part of the proposed project.

e The commenter noted that Caltrans and Placer County should consider a left-turn lane to
access the project site.

e The commenter noted that the deed restriction issue should have been resolved before
proceeding with the preparation of the Draft EIR.

e The commenter expressed that the Draft EIR did not clearly provide all letters, and the
placement of letters in an appendix is disingenuous.

Public Commenter 6

e The commenter noted a lack of public outreach regarding the finances of both construction
and operation of the proposed project.

e The commenter noted that elected officials should consider how the public wants taxes
and public funds to be spent.

e The commenter expressed concern over emissions from idling buses associated with
operation of the proposed project.

( Chapter 2 - Responses to Comments
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LETTER 13: PUBLIC COMMENT MEETING SUMMARY

Response to Comment 13-1

As discussed on page 3-16 of the Draft EIR, the SVGP land use designation for the site is
Conservation Preserve (CP) and the current zoning is Forest Recreation (FR). The governing
County planning document for the project is the SVGP, which does not have a land use district
that would accommodate cultural amenities such as museums and libraries. Thus, the project
includes a request to amend the SVGP Land Use Ordinance to establish the new land use district,
Cultural Amenities, and would include a Rezone of the approximately one-acre project site to
Cultural Amenities in order to accommodate the proposed project. Section 200: Land Use Districts
of the Squaw Valley General Plan and Land Use Ordinance would be amended to provide
language specifying that the Cultural Amenities land use district is intended for properties to
permit cultural amenities such as museums, libraries, and community centers. With approval of
the SVGP Land Use Ordinance and Rezone of the project site, the proposed project would be
consistent with the uses allowed for the project site.

Response to Comment 13-2
The inclusion of restrooms within the proposed museum is not an environmental issue area

required for analysis under CEQA; nonetheless, the proposed project would be designed and
constructed in accordance with applicable building regulations and standards, ensuring the
project includes restrooms.

Additionally, as discussed on page 3-16 of the Draft EIR, the amendment to Section 200 of the
SVGP Land Use Ordinance would specify that the permitted uses in Cultural Amenities land use
district are narrowly defined to include only those land uses that would be compatible with cultural
amenities, while not adversely affecting the general character of adjoining land use districts.
Section 261.20 would provide, in part, that event spaces customarily accessory and incidental to
the permitted principle uses of Section 200 would be permitted in the Cultural Amenities land use
district.

With respect to the thresholds used for the purposes of evaluating potential impacts related to
GHG emissions, the Draft EIR on page 5-39 includes a discussion of the applicable Placer County
Air Pollution Control District (PCAPCD) thresholds used for evaluating GHG impacts. In addition,
potential impacts related to GHG emissions are discussed beginning on page 5-55 of the Draft
EIR. In accordance with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and PCAPCD
recommendations, the County, as lead agency, uses the currently adopted PCAPCD GHG
thresholds of significance as presented therein.

Response to Comment 13-3
The comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is noted for the

record. In addition, it is noted that an answer to the comment was provided during the comment
meeting.

Response to Comment 13-4
The comment is noted for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-makers for their
consideration.
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Response to Comment 13-5

The Draft EIR includes a discussion starting on page 3-16 of the proposed Rezone and includes
the specific language that would be added to Section 200 of the Squaw Valley General Plan and
Land Use Ordinance. Please see Response to Comment 13-1.

Response to Comment 13-6
The commenter expresses an opinion regarding the project, but does not address the adequacy

of the Draft EIR. The comment is noted for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-makers
for their consideration.

Response to Comment 13-7

The Draft EIR includes analyses of all potential impacts related to air quality and GHG emissions,
as required by CEQA, in Chapter 5, Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Energy, starting
on page 5-42 of the Draft EIR. Specifically, page 5-42 of the Draft EIR includes a construction
emissions analysis, and page 5-45 of the Draft EIR includes an operations emissions analysis.
Regarding buses, please see Response to Comment 9-7.

Response to Comment 13-8

The baseline for the analysis of the Draft EIR is the existing use of the project site, which includes
the on-site parking lot and park uses. For a more detailed description of the existing setting of the
project site, refer to page 3-1 of the Draft EIR.

Response to Comment 13-9
Please see Response to Comment 6-2, above.

Response to Comment 13-10

The comment expresses a general opinion that the Transportation chapter of the Draft EIR is
inadequate, but does not provide specific examples that would allow for a detailed response. The
Transportation chapter of the Draft EIR evaluates all potential impacts related to transportation,
as required by CEQA.

Response to Comment 13-11

The comment expresses a general opinion that the cumulative impact of destination amenities
within the Lake Tahoe basin and Olympic Valley areas is not considered, but does not provide
specific examples that would allow for a detailed response. The Draft EIR includes an evaluation
of potential cumulative impacts that could occur through development of the proposed project in
each technical chapter of the Draft EIR. Please refer to Chapter 9, Statutorily Required Sections,
of the Draft EIR for a definition of the cumulative setting of the proposed project.

Response to Comment 13-12

As discussed on page 3-17 of the Draft EIR, the new Cultural Amenities land use district would
only be applied to the project site. Any future development projects applying for a Rezone to the
new designation would do so independently of the proposed project, and would be subject to
separate environmental review and discretionary approval. Approval of the requested Rezone for
the proposed project would not commit the County towards any particular course of action
regarding future Rezones.

Chapter 2 - Responses to Comments
Page 2-50



Final EIR
SNOW Sports Museum and Community Cultural Center Project
February 2024

Response to Comment 13-13
Potential safety hazards related to traffic are evaluated in the Transportation chapter of the Draft
EIR, starting on page 7-24 under Impact 7-4. Please see the analysis contained therein.

Response to Comment 13-14
The comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The commenter’s question is
noted for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-makers for their consideration.

Response to Comment 13-15
The Draft EIR includes an analysis of a potential left-turn lane from a traffic hazards standpoint

under Impact 7-4, which starts on page 7-24 of the Draft EIR. As discussed therein, the minimum
intersection sight distance value for left turns from Olympic Valley Road into the project site,
assuming a design speed of 40 mph, is 355 feet. As such, the existing intersection sight distance
for left-turning westbound vehicles on Olympic Valley Road of 425 feet meets and exceeds the
minimum distance necessary for safely entering the project site. The comment is noted for the
record and will be forwarded to the decision-makers for their consideration.

Response to Comment 13-16
The comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is noted for the
record and will be forwarded to the decision-makers for their consideration.

Response to Comment 13-17

The comment expresses a general opinion that the Draft EIR did not clearly provide all comment
letters, but does not provide specific examples that would allow for a detailed response. Comment
letters on the Notice of Preparation (NOP) prepared as part of the Draft EIR for the proposed
project are provided in Appendix B of the Draft EIR. As discussed in the Introduction and List of
Commenters chapter of this Final EIR, the Draft EIR was sent to the State Clearinghouse (State
Clearinghouse Number: 2022030511) for distribution to State agencies on July 10, 2023 for a 45-
day public review period. In addition, the Draft EIR, including all appendices, and a Notice of
Availability (NOA) for the Draft EIR were published on the Placer County Community
Development Resource Agency website. Printed copies of the Draft EIR, including all appendices,
were made available for review at the Roseville Public Library (225 Taylor Street, Roseville), the
Rocklin Public Library (4890 Granite Drive, Rocklin), the Placer County Community Development
Resource Agency (3091 County Center Drive, Auburn), and the County Clerk’s Office (2954
Richardson Drive, Auburn). The NOP comment letters were included as part of the Draft EIR and
made available for public review in accordance with CEQA requirements.

Response to Comment 13-18
The comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment is noted for the

record and will be forwarded to the decision-makers for their consideration.

Response to Comment 13-19
Please see Response to Comment 9-7.
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3. REVISIONS TO THE DRAFT
EIR TEXT

3.1 INTRODUCTION

The Revisions to the Draft EIR Text chapter presents minor corrections, additions, and revisions
made to the Draft EIR initiated by the Lead Agency (Placer County) based on comments received
during the public review period by reviewing agencies and the public.

In addition, Placer County has been in the process of dispensing with the term “Squaw” in public
spaces within the Valley now known as Olympic Valley, a term previously in use. The SNOW
Sports Museum and Community Cultural Center Draft EIR reflects the renaming effort, and yet
the term “Squaw” does occur in the Draft EIR largely because some of the governing County
documents for the Valley have not yet been formally renamed, and some of the early
environmental review supporting documentation predated the name changes that have since
occurred. Given the County’s sensitivity to this important issue, the County has implemented
several additional changes to the Draft EIR for clarification purposes.

The changes represent minor clarifications/amplifications of the analysis contained in the Draft
EIR and do not constitute significant new information that, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines,
Section 15088.5, would trigger the need to recirculate portions or all of the Draft EIR.

3.2 DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES

New text is double underlined and deleted text is struck-through. Text changes are presented in
the page order in which they appear in the Draft EIR.

1 INTRODUCTION
Page 1-13 of Chapter 1, Introduction, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

e Utilities & Service Systems (All Iltems): Electricity, telecommunications, water, and
sanitary sewer services would be provided by way of new connections to existing
infrastructure in the project area. Given that the groundwater basin has adequate
capacity, the proposed project would not significantly impact the OVPSD’s water
supply. Furthermore, the project would include a connection to existing water
infrastructure in the project vicinity. Off-site water system improvements would not be
required. Therefore, the proposed project would not require major relocation or
expansion of any water supply infrastructure. Sewer service would be provided to the
site by the OVPSD. Collected sewage is conveyed to the Tahoe Truckee Sanitation
Agency (TTSA) Water Reclamation Plant, located adjacent to the Truckee River and
Tahoe Truckee Airport. The TTSA previously upgraded and expanded wastewater
facilities to increase handling capacity. The proposed project would construct a
sanitary sewer force main along Olympic Valley Road. In addition, a wet well and
sanitary sewer lift station would be constructed north of the project site, near the project
driveway, within the Olympic Valley Road right-of-way. All sewer improvements would

be consistent with the applicable standards established by Placer County’'s “All
Districts” Sewer System Master Management Plan, OVPSD Administrative Code

Chapter 2, and OVPSD Sewer Technical Specifications. The off-site sewer

' Chapter 3 — Revisions to the Draft EIR Text
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improvements would require disruption of existing pavement, but disturbance of natural
habitats would not occur. As such, the proposed project would not require major
relocation or expansion of any sewer service infrastructure, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental effects. Based on the conclusions of the
Preliminary Drainage Report prepared for the proposed project, the proposed on-site
stormwater system would be properly sized to handle stormwater under the 10- and
100-year events, and off-site expansion or relocation would not be required. With
respect to operational solid waste generation, due to the nature and scale of the
proposed project, the project would not be expected to generate substantial amounts
of solid waste. Therefore, the proposed project would not generate solid waste in
excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure,
or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals and would comply
with federal, State, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations
related to solid waste. Based on the above, impacts related to utilities and service
systems would be less than significant.

Page 1-20 of Chapter 1, Introduction, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised to include the following
discussion:

1.14 CHANGES FROM SOQUAW VALLEY TO OLYMPIC VALLEY

In recent years, there has been increased awareness that the term “squaw” has been used
as a sexist and racist reference to Native American people, including in its use as a
geographic name place. Therefore, the County is in the process of renaming Squaw Valley
and the Valley’'s associated facilities, infrastructure, and natural resources. In general,
“Squaw Valley” is now known as “Olympic Valley,” a term that was already in use. Not all
local and regional names have changed; however, such names may change in the future.
For example, the County has voted to rename several County-maintained roadways that
previously contained the word “Squaw” to alternative names; however, the Olympic Valley
area still contains private roads that are named with the word “Squaw” (i.e., Squaw Creek

Road, Squaw Loop, and Squaw Summit Road), which may be renamed in the future.

It should also be noted that this EIR refers to the 1983 Squaw Valley General Plan and
Land Use Ordinance and the Squaw Valley Design Review Guidelines by their original
names, as the original names remain in place and have not yet been officially renamed by
the County. It should further be noted that the project-specific technical reports and the
Initial Study prepared for the proposed project, and included as appendices to the EIR,
were drafted prior to several name changes that have been approved within the project

area, and, therefore, in some cases, still make reference to the now outdated original
names.

This EIR attempts to use updated names wherever possible, and the term “Squaw” is only
used to reference a current place name or document title.

The foregoing text changes are for clarification purposes and do not affect the adequacy of the
environmental analysis contained in the Draft EIR.

3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Page 3-14 of Chapter 3, Project Description, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

Utilities and Public Services
The proposed project would connect to public utilities located within Olympic Valley Road
at the project frontage and within Olympic Valley Park. Sewer and water services would be

' Chapter 3 — Revisions to the Draft EIR Text
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provided by the Olympic Valley Public Service District (OVPSD). A six-inch water service
lateral, underground electrical conduit, and fire hydrant would be provided in the northwest
corner of the project site. The water services extension would connect to the existing lateral
adjacent to the proposed building within Olympic Valley Road. All sewer improvements
would be consistent with the applicable standards established by the Placer County “All
Districts” Sewer System Master Management Plan, OVPSD Administrative Code Chapter
2, and OVPSD Sewer Technical Specifications. The museum project will provide sewer
service to the existing vault restroom building at the park. This will support the conversion
of the restroom building from vault type to flush restrooms. Solid waste would be collected
by Truckee Tahoe Sierra Disposal. Electricity would be provided by Liberty Utilities and a
new propane tank would be provided on-site.

The foregoing minor text changes are for clarification purposes and do not affect the adequacy of
the environmental analysis contained in the Draft EIR.

4 AESTHETICS
Page 4-1 of Chapter 4, Aesthetics, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

Visual Character of the Reqgion
The project site is located within the existing Olympic Valley Park, which is situated within

the Sgquaw Washeshu Creek watershed of the Sierra Nevada range (Sierras). The Sguaw
Washeshu Creek watershed encompasses an area of approximately 5,350 acres, and is
characterized by steep mountain slopes and a relatively flat high mountain meadow. Three
major peaks dominate the western edge of the Valley: Granite Chief (9,006 feet), Emigrant
Peak (8,797 feet), and Washeshu Peak (8,885 feet). The valley floor is approximately 6,200
feet above mean sea level (msl). The valley is a flat grass-covered open area traversed by
numerous natural drainage channels of Sguaw Washeshu Creek, which converge into one
channel at the mouth of the valley to the west before emptying into the Truckee River.
During the summer months a golf course (Everline Resort & Spa-atSquaw-Creek) is visible
in the meadow to the south of Olympic Valley Road heading west. To the east, the valley
floor opens into a narrow valley formed by the Truckee River surrounded on the north,
south, and west by the steep walls of the valley. The valley floor is a harrow box canyon
that is visually and physically separated from other surrounding areas. The community of
Alpine Meadows is located to the south on the other side of the 8,070-foot KT-22 ski run.
The project area is known for its recreational amenities, including snow skiing,
snowboarding, and sledding, as well as golfing, swimming, tennis, hiking, bicycling, and
ice skating.

The foregoing minor text changes are for clarification purposes and do not affect the adequacy of
the environmental analysis contained in the Draft EIR.

5 AIR QUALITY, GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS., AND ENERGY
The following paragraph on page 5-43 of Chapter 5, Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and
Energy, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

e The applicant shall submit a Dust Control Plan to the Placer County Air Pollution
Control District (APCD) when the project area to be disturbed is greater than one
acre. The Dust Control Plan shall be submitted to the APCD a minimum of 21 days
before construction activity is scheduled to commence. The Dust Control Plan can
be submitted online via a fill-in form:
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https://www.placerair.org/FormCenter/Air-Pollution-Control-6/Dust-Control-Form-
52.

[...]

e With submittal of the equipment inventory, the contractor shall provide a written
calculation to the APCD for approval demonstrating that the heavy-duty (> 50
horsepower) off-road vehicles to be used in the construction project, including
owned, leased and subcontractor vehicles, will achieve a project-wide fleet-
average of 20 percent NOx reduction and 45 percent particulate reduction
comparing with the statewide fleet averages. Acceptable options for reducing
emissions may include the use of late model engines, low-emission diesel
products, alternative fuels, engine retrofit technology, after-treatment products,
and/or other options as they become available. The following link shall be used to
calculate compliance with this condition and shall be submitted to the APCD as
described above: http s airguakity-org/businesses/cega-land-use-
planning/mitigation https://www.airguality.org/businesses/cega-land-use-
planning/mitigation (click on the current “Construction Mitigation Tool” spreadsheet
under Step 1).

The foregoing minor text changes are for clarification purposes and do not affect the adequacy of
the environmental analysis contained in the Draft EIR.

6 NOISE
Table 6-9 on page 6-21 of Chapter 6, Noise, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

Table 6-9

Project-Related Traffic Noise Level Increases

SR 89 North of Sewaw Olympic 57.2 57.2 0.0
Valley
SR 89 South of Sqeaw Olympic 58.2 58.2 0.0
Valley
Source: Saxelby Acoustics, 2022.

Similarly, Table 6-11 on page 6-25 of Chapter 6, Noise, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as
follows:

Table 6-11
Cumulative Traffic Noise Level Increases

SR 89 North of Seuaw Olyinpic 59.4 59.4 0.0
Valley
SR 89 South of Sguaw Olympic 60.2 60.2 0.0
Valley
Source: Saxelby Acoustics, 2022.
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The foregoing minor text changes are for clarification purposes and do not affect the adequacy of
the environmental analysis contained in the Draft EIR.

7 TRANSPORTATION
Pages 7-7 and 7-8 of Chapter 7, Transportation, of the Draft EIR are hereby revised as follows:

Additionally, the following private transit services are provided in the project vicinity:

e Palisades Tahoe operates a shuttle service that runs every 20 minutes during
periods of ski lift operations between the base areas of Palisades Tahoe and
Palisades Tahoe at Alpine Meadows.

e TFhe Everline Resort & Spa-at-Squaw-Creek operates a shuttle service between
the ski resort and The Village at Palisades Tahoe throughout the year.

e The Sgquaw-Alpine Mountaineer Transit Company (SAMTCo), a nonprofit with the
goal of reducing in-valley trips within the Olympic Valley/Alpine Meadows area,
provides the Mountaineer shuttle service. Mountaineer provides free transportation
for residents and guests visiting the Olympic Valley/Alpine Meadows area through
a smartphone app and operates during the winter ski season (typically from mid-
December to mid-April) with the following hours:

o Olympic Valley: 7:00 AM to 10:30 PM, daily.

o Alpine Meadows: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Saturday and Sunday.

o Additional Alpine Meadows dates: December 26, 27, and 31, January 20,
and February 17.

From December 1, 2018 to April 30, 2019, the Mountaineer service had over
81,000 passengers. Of the rides in Olympic Valley, approximately 40 percent
originated in The Village at Palisades Tahoe area and the remainder were, in
general, evenly disbursed throughout the valley. For destinations, roughly 40
percent of rides ended in The Village at Palisades Tahoe area, 12 percent ended
at the Everline Resort & Spa-at Sgquaw-Creek, and the remainder were, in general,
evenly disbursed throughout the valley.

e The North Lake Tahoe Express is a shuttle service that connects the North Tahoe
area (including Olympic Valley) with the Reno-Tahoe International Airport and
provides an opportunity for visitors to the area to access the Olympic Valley/Alpine
Meadows area without the need of a personal vehicle. The service operates four
runs per day in each direction during the summer and winter seasons, and three
runs per day in the spring and fall.

Page 7-21 of Chapter 7, Transportation, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

Transit System

As previously detailed, transit service in the project vicinity is currently provided by TART.
Public transit stops are located on both sides of Olympic Valley Road, adjacent to the
project site. The bus stop on the north side of the road provides a shelter and a bus pullout.
The south side bus stop is at the project site entrance and does not include a shelter. The
bus stops are located on TART's SR 89 route, which runs between Tahoe City and
Truckee. The SR 89 route is operated in both directions, each hour, from 6:00 AM to 7:00
PM. TART services are free to passengers. In addition, multiple private transit services are
provided by Palisades Tahoe,-the Everline Resort & Spa-at-Squaw-Creek, SAMTCo, and
the North Lake Tahoe Express.
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The foregoing minor text changes are for clarification purposes and do not affect the adequacy of
the environmental analysis contained in the Draft EIR.

8 WILDFIRE
Page 8-3 of Chapter 8, Wildfire, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

With regard to the project region’s vegetation, Olympic Valley is characterized by a flat
grass-covered open area traversed by the numerous natural drainage channels of Sguaw
Washeshu Creek. The drainage channels converge into one channel at the mouth of the
valley to the west before emptying into the Truckee River immediately to the east of the
project site across State Route (SR) 89. Riparian vegetation is located along Squaw
Washeshu Creek and the creek’s associated tributaries, which bisect the valley in an east-
to-west direction. In addition, mixed conifer forest habitat and native vegetation dominate
the slopes throughout Olympic Valley. The existing vegetation within the project region
provides potential fuel for wildfire.

Page 8-5 of Chapter 8, Wildfire, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

Finally, with respect to the topography and vegetation of areas within the surrounding
project vicinity, Squaw Washeshu Creek is located to the north, as well as forested
mountain areas that rise to an elevation of 6,755 feet. SR 89 and the Truckee River are
located to the east and combine to act as a fuel break from fires originating from the east.
A 10-foot-wide paved trail is located to the south of the project site. A wooded area located
upslope of the paved trail is maintained as a shaded fuel break by Placer County. The
Palisades Tahoe ski resort and associated residential, commercial, and resort areas are
located to the west of the project site, south of Olympic Valley Road.

Page 8-6 of Chapter 8, Wildfire, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

Within the Olympic Valley Fire Department Service Area

The OVFD serves a 14-square-mile area that includes Olympic Valley and the Truckee
River corridor between Alpine Meadows Road and Cabin Creek Road. According to the
OVFD, less than two dozen wildland fires have occurred within the OVFD service area in
the past 30 years. All were small events, defined as involving an acre or less. None have
burned for more than a 24-hour operational period, and all have been extinguished before
damaging any structures or facilities. Lightning strikes ignited most of the fires, but a
handful of the fires were human-caused fires. The relatively small size of Olympic Valley
makes early detection and reporting of wildland fires much easier, as the area is visible
from either the community or from SR 89. Many fires, even small ones, are reported by
more than one party. The Martis Peak fire lookout, located east of Olympic Valley, can see
a considerable portion of the higher terrain surrounding the valley and provides a reliable
report and location during the months that the lookout is staffed. More recently, ALERT

Wildfire has installed numerous state-of-the-art cameras in various locations, including the

greater North Lake Tahoe and Truckee areas, which allows for detailed coverage of the
Olympic Valley. Recent communication with Chief Allen Riley of the OVFD indicates that

the valley has not been impacted by wildfire in quite some time, which can increase fire
risk if vegetation management and brush clearance have not occurred regularly; however

in response, the OVFD is taking aggressive measures in fuel reduction and community
resilience through the defensible space program.
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In addition, page 8-6 of the Draft EIR is hereby further revised as follows:

Outside of the Olympic Valley Fire Department Service Area

Large fires have occurred outside of the OVFD service area and have caused concern,
due to the potential of fires spreading into Olympic Valley. The 2014 King Fire expanded
to within six miles of the southwestern portion of the service area (top of Sgquaw Washeshu
Peak) as the fire burned in one direction for more than 10 miles during the night. The erratic
and extreme behavior of the King Fire, exacerbated by drought conditions, has provided
valuable information to fire managers, as the fire behavior deviated from that predicted by
the fuel model. Other smaller fires within the Granite Chief Wilderness and lands to the
west of the valley have been discovered promptly and either contained and extinguished
rapidly or allowed to burn at a low level for resource management purposes. In 2021, the
River Fire scorched approximately 2,600 acres within Placer and Nevada Counties, and
the Caldor Fire burned over 221,000 acres in the southern portion of the Tahoe Basin (El
Dorado National Forest), affecting El Dorado, Amador, and Alpine counties. Since 2016
other significant wildfires have not occurred in areas immediately outside the OVFD service
area.

Page 8-11 of Chapter 8, Wildfire, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

The CAL FIRE Nevada-Yuba-Placer Ranger Unit serves the project area. CAL FIRE strives
to meet the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1710 guideline for fire department
response time of five minutes 90 percent of the time. The nearest CAL FIRE station to the
project site is Station No. 50, located at 10277 Truckee Airport Road, approximately 8-3 12
miles northeast of the project site. The CAL FIRE station is jointly operated with the Truckee
Fire Protection District and provides services to the Martis Valley area. Station No. 50 is a
full-time staffed station. In addition to legal responsibility for wildland fires in SRAs, where
the project site is located, CAL FIRE has mutual and/or automatic aid agreements, and,
thus, may assist local fire agencies with structural fires and medical incidents under the
closest resource concept.

Page 8-12 of Chapter 8, Wildfire, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

The OVFD's goal for response time to service calls within its service area is to arrive on-site
within five minutes of dispatch, 88 90 percent of the time. The OVFD owns and operates
fire apparatus capable of direct attack, fire suppression, and structure protection. The
department conducts ongoing professional training, including events such as the California
Office of Emergency Services strike team responses statewide and local wildland fire
exercises (a large annual wildland-urban interface training exercise that has been held in
Olympic Valley for the past several years).

Page 8-32 of Chapter 8, Wildfire, of the Draft EIR is hereby revised as follows:

The project site is located within the overall Squaw Washeshu Creek watershed. The entire
site ultimately drains to the north, across Olympic Valley Road, through a 24-inch
Corrugated Metal Pipe (CMP) culvert, and eventually to the Truckee River on the east side
of SR 89. As discussed in Section X, Hydrology and Water Quality, of the Initial Study
prepared for the project, through incorporation of Mitigation Measure X-1, a final drainage
report would be required to be submitted as part of the improvement plan submittal
process. The final drainage report would be required to be prepared in conformance with
the requirements of Section 5 of the Land Development Manual and the Placer County
Stormwater Management Manual that are in effect at the time of improvement plan
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submittal and identify water quality protection features and methods to be used during
construction, as well as long-term post-construction water quality measures to ensure that
the project does not substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the project area or
substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff. Additionally, Mitigation Measure
X-2 of the Initial Study prepared for the proposed project requires the final drainage report
to provide details showing that stormwater runoff peak flows and volumes during post-
construction conditions are reduced to pre-project conditions through the installation of
detention/retention facilities. Furthermore, as discussed above, the proposed project would
be required to comply with all applicable CBC and CFC standards and regulations.
Implementation of all of the aforementioned measures and standards would ensure that
the proposed project’s wildfire risks are reduced to the maximum extent feasible. As such,
the proposed project would not significantly alter the existing drainage pattern of the site
and would, therefore, not expose people or structures in the project vicinity to risks such
as downstream flooding as a result of post-fire drainage changes.

The foregoing minor text changes are for clarification purposes and do not affect the adequacy of
the environmental analysis contained in the Draft EIR.
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