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b)

d)

Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby
expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from wildfire or the uncontrolled spread
of a wildfire?

The Project Site is not located within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.*? It is
located near a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.“® Fire lanes are proposed throughout
the portion of the Project Site to be developed. Moreover, the proposed Project would
require a Fire Control Plan as a condition of approval. San Bernardino County’s
emergency preparedness system, along with established regulations and policies, will
reduce wildfire hazards to structures to less than significant level. Therefore, no
significant impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation measures are
required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water resources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment?

The proposed Project is the development of a campground. It includes the installation
of utilities; however, installation, operation and maintenance of utilities would in
compliance with fire safety regulations. The Project Site is not located within a Very
High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.** Therefore, no significant impacts are identified or
anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required.

Less Than Significant Impact

Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding
or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes?

The Project Site is not within a 100-Year Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) flood zone, 100-year Department of Water Resources Awareness Zone, or a
500-year FEMA flood zone.*® The Project Site is not located within a Very High Fire
Hazard Severity Zone.“® Moreover, there are no dams, reservoirs, or large bodies of
water near the Project Site. The proposed Project would not expose people or
structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. No
significant impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation measures are
required.

Less Than Significant Impact

42 Placeworks. San Bernardino Countywide Policy Plan Draft EIR. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Figure 5.8-6
"Fire Severity and Growth Areas in the East Desert Regions.”

43 Placeworks. San Bernardino Countywide Policy Plan Draft EIR. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Figure 5.8-6 "Fire
Severity and Growth Areas in the East Desert Regions.”

44 Placeworks. San Bernardino Countywide Policy Plan Draft EIR. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Figure 5.8-6
"Fire Severity and Growth Areas in the East Desert Regions.”

45 Placeworks. San Bernardino Countywide Policy Plan Draft EIR. Hydrology and Water Quality. Figure 5.9-3 “Flood
Hazard Zones.”.

46 Placeworks. San Bernardino Countywide Policy Plan Draft EIR. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Figure 5.8-6
"Fire Severity and Growth Areas in the East Desert Regions.”
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Potentially Less than Less than No
Issues Significant Significant Significant  Impact
Impact with
Mitigation
Incorporated

MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
SIGNIFICANCE:

b)

Does the project have the potential to [ ] X [] []
substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of
a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, substantially reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant
or animal or eliminate important examples of
the major periods of California history or
prehistory?

Does the project have impacts that are [ | [] X []
individually limited, but cumulatively

considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable”

means that the incremental effects of a project

are considerable when viewed in connection

with the effects of past projects, the effects of

other current projects, and the effects of

probable future projects)?

Does the project have environmental effects, [ ] X [] []
which would cause substantial adverse effects
on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to
drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory?

Most birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. According to the BRA,
some avian species were observed or detected on site during the surveys. Additionally,
there are currently protected plants on-site. Potential impacts to biological resources
would be reduced to a less than significant level with implementation of Mitigation
Measures BIO-1 to BIO-8. Therefore, the proposed Project is not anticipated to have the
potential to significantly degrade the overall quality of the region’s environment, or
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population or drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or
animal.
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b)

During CRM TECH's field survey, nine previously unknown cultural resources, including
one historic-period archaeological sites and eight prehistoric isolates, were identified
within the Project Site, recorded into the California Historical Resources Inventory, and
assigned temporary designations pending assignment of official identification numbers.
These cultural resources are not considered potential historical resources. Therefore,
CRM TECH concludes that the proposed Project would not impact known historical
resources. However, the presence of the isolated artifacts demonstrates some
sensitivity for potentially buried prehistoric cultural remains within the Project Site.
Implementation of Mitigation Measure CR-1 would ensure no significant impacts to
potential buried archaeological resources occur.

With implementation of Mitigation Measure GEO-3, the potential impacts to
paleontological resources can be reduced to a less than significant level. Therefore, no
significant adverse impacts are anticipated with implementation of these mitigation
measures.

Less than Significant with Mitigation

Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable?
(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable
when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects,

and the effects of probable future projects)?

Cumulative impacts are defined as two or more individual affects that, when considered
together, are considerable or that compound or increase other environmental impacts. The
cumulative impact from several projects is the change in the environment that results from
the incremental impact of the development when added to the impacts of other closely
related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable or probable future developments.
Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor, but collectively significant,
developments taking place over a period. The CEQA Guidelines, Section 15130 (a) and
(b), states:

(a) Cumulative impacts shall be discussed when the project’'s incremental effect is
cumulatively considerable.

(b) The discussion of cumulative impacts shall reflect the severity of the impacts and
their likelihood of occurrence, but the discussion need not provide as great detail
as is provided of the effects attributable to the project. The discussion should be
guided by the standards of practicality and reasonableness.

Air Quality

Cumulative projects include local development as well as general growth within the
Project Site. However, as with most development, the greatest source of emissions is
from mobile sources, which travel well out of the local area. Therefore, from an air quality
standpoint, the cumulative analysis would extend beyond any local projects and when
wind patterns are considered, would cover an even larger area. Accordingly, the
cumulative analysis for the proposed Project’s air quality must be generic by nature.
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The MDAB is out of attainment for both ozone and particulate matter. Construction and
operation of cumulative projects will further degrade the air quality of the MDAB. The
greatest cumulative impact on the quality of regional air cell will be the incremental
addition of pollutants mainly from increased traffic from residential, commercial, and
industrial development and the use of heavy equipment and trucks associated with the
construction of these projects. Air quality will be temporarily degraded during
construction activities that occur separately or simultaneously.

However, in accordance with the MDAQMD methodology, projects that do not exceed
the MDAQMD criteria for air emissions or can be mitigated to less than criteria levels
are not significant and do not add to the overall cumulative impact. Project operations
would generate emissions of NOx, ROG, CO, PM10, and PM2.5 that would not exceed
the MDAQMD regional thresholds and would not be expected to result in ground level
concentrations that exceed the National Ambient Air Quality Standards or California
Ambient Air Quality Standards. Therefore, operation of the proposed Project would not
result in a cumulatively considerable net increase for non-attainment of criteria pollutants
or ozone precursors. As a result, the proposed Project would result in a less than
significant cumulative impact for operational emissions.

Greenhouse Gas

Although the proposed Project is expected to emit GHGs, the emission of GHGs by a
single project into the atmosphere is not itself necessarily an adverse environmental
effect. Rather, it is the increased accumulation of GHG from more than one project and
many sources in the atmosphere that may result in global climate change. Therefore, in
the case of global climate change, the proximity of the project to other GHG emission
generating activities is not directly relevant to the determination of a cumulative impact
because climate change is a global condition. GHG impacts are exclusively cumulative
impacts; there are no non-cumulative GHG emission impacts from a climate change
perspective. A project's GHG emissions typically would be very small in comparison to
state or global GHG emissions and, consequently, they would, in isolation, have no
significant direct impact on climate change.

The California Air Resources Board is in the process of establishing and implementing
regulations to reduce statewide GHG emissions. Currently, the County GHG Reduction
Plan’s initial screening procedure is to determine if a project will emit 3,000 metric tons
of carbon dioxide equivalents (MTCO2e) per year or more. Projects that do not exceed
this threshold require no further climate change analysis. Therefore, consistent with
CEQA Guidelines Section 15064h(3),10 the County, as lead agency, has determined
that the project’s contribution to cumulative GHG emissions and global climate change
would be less than significant if the project is consistent with the applicable regulatory
plans and policies to reduce GHG emissions. As discussed previously, the proposed
Project is consistent with the goals and objectives of the County’s GHG Reduction Plan.
Therefore, the project’s incremental contribution to greenhouse gas emissions and their
effects on climate change would not be cumulatively considerable.

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or are anticipated, and no
mitigation measures are required.
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Less Than Significant Impact

Does the project have environmental effects, which would cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

As stated in the Fault Hazards Evaluation report, the primary seismic hazard to the
Project Site is rupture along the Johnson Valley Fault, which consists of north-south
trending fault located along the western margin of the Project Site. As concluded in the
report, the potential for fault related ground rupture during the lifetime of the planned
development is considered high along the mapped trace of the Johnson Valley Fault.
Therefore, Mitigation Measures GEO-1 and GEO-2 should be implemented to ensure
that no significant impacts due to rupture of a known earthquake fault occur.

All potential impacts have been thoroughly evaluated and have been deemed to be
neither individually significant nor cumulatively considerable in terms of any adverse
effects upon the region, the local community or its inhabitants. At a minimum, the project
will be required to meet the conditions of approval for the project to be implemented. It
is anticipated that all such conditions of approval will further ensure that no potential for
adverse impacts will be introduced by construction activities, initial or future land uses
authorized by the project approval.

The incorporation of design measures, County of San Bernardino policies, standards,
and guidelines and proposed mitigation measures as identified within this Initial Study
would ensure that the proposed Project would have no significant adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly on an individual or cumulative basis.

Less than Significant with Mitigation

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated with incorporation
of mitigation measures.

Mitigation Measures

Mitigation Measure BIO-1:

Joshua trees shall be protected to comply with the County of San Bernardino Development

Code Chapter 88.01.050 through transplantation and stockpiling, and implementation of
protective measures as recommended in the Protected Plant Preservation Plan prepared in
October 2021 for the proposed Project. Additionally, prior to the implementation of the
recommended measures outlined in the Protected Plant Preservation Plan, an ITP
(Individual Take Permit) shall be obtained from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) for any Joshua Tree on-site to be removed from its current position as deemed
applicable by the CDFW. A Habitat Assessment Plan will be prepared at the direction of
CDFW. The approved Plan will serve as the Basis of the final Protected Plant Preservation
Plan for use by the County.
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Mitigation Measure BIO-2:

A qualified biologist shall develop a Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP)
that will include information on general and special status species within the Project Site,
identification of these species and their habitats, techniques being implemented during
construction to avoid impacts to species, consequences of killing or injuring an individual of
a listed species, and reporting procedures when encountering listed or sensitive species.
Construction crews, foremen, and other personnel potentially working on site will attend this
education program and place their name on a sign-in sheet. This briefing shall include
provisions of any requirements required for the project. The Worker Environmental
Awareness Program training will be implemented on the first day of work and periodically
throughout construction as needed; verification will be as noted in the Mitigation Monitoring
and Reporting Program.

Mitigation Measure BIO-3:

Bird nesting season generally extends from February 1 through September 15 in southern
California and specifically, April 15 through August 31 for migratory passerine birds. In
general, Projects should be constructed outside of this time to avoid impacts to nesting birds.
If a Project cannot be constructed outside of nesting season, the project site shall be
surveyed for nesting birds by a qualified avian biologist within three (3) days prior to initiating
the construction activities. If active nests are found during the pre-construction nesting bird
surveys, a Nesting Bird Plan (NBP) will be prepared and implemented. At a minimum, the
NBP will include guidelines for addressing active nests, establishing buffers, monitoring, and
reporting. The NBP will include a copy of maps showing the location of all nests and an
appropriate buffer zone around each nest sufficient to protect the nest from direct and
indirect impact. The size and location of all buffer zones, if required, shall be determined by
the biologist, and shall be based on the nesting species, its sensitivity to disturbance, and
expected types of disturbance. The nests and buffer zones shall be field checked weekly by
a qualified biological monitor. The approved buffer zone shall be marked in the field with
construction fencing, within which no vegetation clearing or ground disturbance shall
commence until the qualified biologist has determined the young birds have successfully
fledged.

Mitigation Measure BIO-4:

Preconstruction surveys for BUOW and Desert Tortoise shall be conducted at least 30 days
prior to new ground disturbance and documentation indicating such a survey has occurred
is to be provided to the County.

Mitigation Measure BIO-5:

Pre-construction springtime botanical surveys shall be conducted for the Latimer's
woodland-gilia, San Bernardino milk-vetch, Little San Bernardino Mins. Linanthus, and
Robison’s monardella.

Mitigation Measure BIO-6:

The proposed Project shall be designed to avoid sensitive and/or protected desert plants as
per local regulations. If the protected desert plants cannot be avoided, a relocation plan is
required for approval by the County of San Bernardino.
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Mitigation Measure BIO-7:

8.

9.

10.

The applicant shall employ a qualified biologist (desert native plant specialist to tag
those trees that will eventually be approved by CDFW for relocation.

Transplantation will occur in late fall or winter when tree metabolism is at its lowest. A
watering regimen will be developed and a monitoring program implemented for the
transplanted trees. Evidence of such program and on-going maintenance shall be
provided to County Planning and evaluated for acceptability.

For other Joshua trees present on-site, but not within an area requiring their removal
and transplantation, the applicant shall implement a tree protection plan that would
include an assessment of the health of the trees, then determine how to protect them.
Protection of trees, where needed, may be accomplished by either creating an earthen
berm around each tree or group of trees or by surrounding trees with a fenced
enclosure. Evidence of such action shall be provided to County Planning and evaluated
for acceptability.

During construction activities the following measures shall be employed:

11.

12.

13.

All trees that might be indirectly impacted because they are located within the
construction zone (adjacent to or near campsites, internal road, or buildings) shall be
surrounded by construction fencing (e.g. orange fencing). Other avoidance measures
tailored to the Project Site may be identified during consultation with CDFW via during
the ITP application process.

The project biologist shall conduct a worker education class designed to ensure that all
workers on site understand the natural history of Joshua trees and the distance that
must be maintained between a construction activity and a tree. The construction
contractor shall be responsible for ensuring that each new construction employee that
enters the site completes the worker education class. The construction contractor shall
maintain a log for inspection by the project biologist to ensure that all workers are
trained. Evidence of such action shall be provided to County Planning and evaluated
for acceptability.

During long-term operation of the campground, the property owner shall have a qualified
biologist on call for the following tasks:

i. Conduct a worker education class for all new employees.
j- Provide educational pamphlets to all visitors.

k. Maintain earthen berms or fences and posted notices, and cleanup (if trash or
debris are in the vicinity.

I.  Once each year, conduct a (tree census) to assess the health of Joshua trees
that have been transplanted and those that are located in proximity to the
campground such that they may be indirectly impacted by camping activities.

m. Develop and implement a watering plan that provides water to trees twice
annually, or as necessary to maintain Joshua trees.

n. Develop and maintain a nursery for Joshua trees to be used to replace trees that
do not survive transplanting, or to replace dying trees due to climate change.
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0. Provide mitigation monitoring and reporting to CDFW on the health of the Joshua
trees. Frequency of monitoring and reporting shall be established through
consultation with CDFG through the ITP application process.

p. Evidence of such action shall be provided to County Planning and evaluated for
acceptability.

14. The applicant shall contribute to a CDFW Western Joshua Tree Mitigation Fund at such
time as it is established by CDFW. The applicant’s contribution is expected to be on a
per acre basis and will be determined through the Incidental Take Permit process that
will be determined in negotiation with CDFW. The submittal of an ITP application for the
proposed Project will be submitted on the assumption that the Western Joshua tree will
be listed as a threatened or endangered species by the State of California.

Mitigation Measure BIO-8:

Any construction that removes any protected yuccas shall be conducted in accordance with
the requirements of the San Bernardino County ordinance. All protected yuccas to be
removed shall be flagged and transplanted to an undisturbed area prior to construction per
the requirements of State regulation and County ordinance.

Mitigation Measure CR-1:

Archaeological monitoring shall be required during all earth-moving operations in the
elevated portions of the Project Site along the Pipes Canyon Wash channel. The monitoring
program shall be implemented in coordination with Native American tribes with cultural ties
to the project vicinity, who may wish to participate. Whenever cultural materials more than
50 years old are discovered, they need to be field-recorded and evaluated. The monitor
should be prepared to quickly recover any artifacts as they are unearthed to avoid
construction delays. If a substantial cultural deposit is encountered, however, the monitor
will have the power to temporarily halt or divert construction activities in that area to allow
for controlled removal. If any subsurface cultural deposits are encountered within the Pipes
Canyon Wash channel, all work within 50 feet of the discovery should be halted or diverted
until a qualified archaeologist can evaluate the nature and significance of the finds.

Mitigation Measure CR-2:

If, at any time, evidence of human remains (or suspected human remains) are uncovered,
the County Coroner must be contacted immediately and permitted to examine the find in
situ. A buffer must be established around the find (minimum of 50 feet) and the consulting
archaeologist must also be notified.

If the remains are determined to be of Native American origin, the Coroner will contact the
Native American Heritage Commission and the Most Likely Descendant (MLD) will be
named. In consultation with the MLD, the County, project proponent, and consulting
archaeologist, the disposition of the remains will be determined. Any costs incurred will be
the responsibility of the project proponent/property owner.
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If the remains are determined to be archaeological, but non-Native American, the consulting
archaeologist will oversee the removal, analysis, and disposition of the remains. Any costs
incurred will be the responsibility of the project proponent/property owner.

If the remains are determined to be of forensic value, the County Coroner will arrange for
their removal, analysis, and disposition. The Coroner’s activities will not involve any costs
to the project proponent/property owner.

Mitigation Measure GEO-1 (from Landmark Consultants Report):

A qualified geologist shall inspect any excavations (foundation, utility, etc.) on the Project
Site during construction for possible indications of faulting. If unanticipated evidence of
faulting is encountered in these excavations, further relocation of the site structures may be
necessary to maintain the recommended setback from active faults. Evidence of such action
shall be provided to County Planning and evaluated for acceptability.

Mitigation Measure GEO-2 (from Petra Geosciences Report):

All earthwork and construction shall be in conformance with the recommendations of the
Design-phase Geotechnical Investigation date January 11, 2021, for site clearing, grading,
foundations, and utility trenching, etc.

With implementation of these Mitigation Measures, the proposed Project would not result in
substantial adverse effects due to a rupture of a known earthquake fault.

Mitigation Measure TCR-1:
Cultural sensitivity training should be incorporated into employee orientations.
Mitigation Measure TCR-2:

Retain a Native American Monitor/Consultant - Prior to the commencement of any ground
disturbing activity at the Project Site, the project applicant shall retain a Native American
Monitor approved by the tribe that consulted on this project pursuant to Assembly Bill A52
(the “Tribe” or the “Consulting Tribe”). A copy of the executed contract shall be submitted to
the Lead Agency prior to the issuance of any permit necessary to commence a ground-
disturbing activity. The Tribal monitor will only be present on-site during the construction
phases that involve ground-disturbing activities. Ground disturbing activities are defined by
the Tribe as activities that may include, but are not limited to, pavement removal, potholing
or auguring, grubbing, tree removals, boring, grading, excavation, drilling, and trenching,
within the project area. The Tribal Monitor will complete daily monitoring logs that will
provide descriptions of the day’s activities, including construction activities, locations, soil,
and any cultural materials identified. The on-site monitoring shall end when all ground-
disturbing activities on the Project Site are completed, or when the Tribal Representatives
and Tribal Monitor have indicated that all upcoming ground-disturbing activities at the
Project Site have little to no potential for impacting Tribal Cultural Resources. Upon
discovery of any Tribal Cultural Resources, construction activities shall cease in the
immediate vicinity of the find (not less than the surrounding 50 feet) until the find can be
assessed. All Tribal Cultural Resources unearthed by project activities shall be evaluated
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by the Tribal monitor approved by the Consulting Tribe and a qualified archaeologist if one
is present. If the resources are Native American in origin, the Consulting Tribe will retain
it/them in the form and/or manner the Tribe deems appropriate, for educational, cultural
and/or historic purposes.
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