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Construction Waste 

Waste generated during the construction phase of the Project would primarily consist of 
discarded materials from the construction of streets, common areas, infrastructure 
installation, and other project-related construction activities. The California Green 
Building Standards Code (CALGreen), requires all newly constructed buildings to 
prepare a Waste Management Plan and divert construction waste through recycling and 
source reduction methods. The County of San Bernardino, Department of Public Works, 
Solid Waste Management Division reviews and approves all new construction projects 
required to submit a Waste Management Plan. Mandatory compliance with CALGreen 
solid waste requirements will ensure that construction waste impacts are less than 
significant. 

Operational Waste 

Waste generated during the operation of the Project is estimated to be 10.58 metric tons 
per year, although this can be reduced with mitigation to 2.645 metric tons (utilizing the 
requirements of AB 341 that requires jurisdictions to divert 75 percent of their waste from 
landfills), based on the California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod) which is a 
statewide land use emissions computer model which can be used to estimate solid 
waste generation rates for various types of land uses for analysis in CEQA documents. 

Solid waste generated in the Fontana area is generally transported to the Mid-Valley 
Landfill. According to the Cal Recycle Facility/Site Summary Details website accessed on 
January 17, 2022 the Mid-Valley Landfill has a maximum capacity of 101,300,000 CY and 
a remaining capacity of 61 ,219,377, with a ceased operation date of 4/1/2045. As such, 
the Project will not generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess 
of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste 
reduction goals. 

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 
Less Than Significant Impact 

The County of San Bernardino Solid Waste Management Division reviews and approves 
all new construction projects that require a Construction and Demolition Solid Waste 
Management Plan (waste management plan). A project's waste management plan 
consists of two parts which are incorporated into the Conditions of Approval (COA's) by 
the County of San Bernardino Solid Waste Management Division. As part of the plan, 
proposed projects are required to estimate the amount of tonnage to be disposed and 
diverted during construction. Disposal/diversion receipts or certifications are required 
as a part of that summary. 

The mandatory requirement to prepare a Construction and Demolition Solid Waste 
Management Plan would ensure that impacts related to construction waste would be 
less than significant. The proposed Project would comply with all federal, State, and 
local statutes and regulations related to solid waste. Solid waste produced during the 
construction phase or operational phase of the proposed Project would be disposed of 
in accordance with all applicable statutes and regulations. Therefore, no significant 
adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required 
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Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation 
measures are required. 

xx. 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

Potentially Less than Less than No 
Issues Significant Significant Significant Impact 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

lnco orated 

WILDFIRE: If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very 
high fire hazard severity zones, would the project: 

Substantially impair an adopted emergency D D D ~ 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other D D D 
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to, pollutant 
concentrations from wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? 

Require the installation or maintenance of D D D 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water resources, power 
lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire 
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment? 

Expose people or structures to significant risks, D D D 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

SUBSTANTIATION: 
Countr_ of San Bernardino Countywide Plan 2020; Submitted Project Materials 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? 
No Impact 

The routes nearest to the Project site that are paved and suitable in the event of an 
evacuation are Banana Avenue, which provides direct access to the subdivision in the 
unincorporated portion of the County, and Foothill Boulevard, which is related to the 
Project through the adjoining subdivisions proposed by the applicant in the City of 
Fontana. The closest designated evacuation route is Foothill Boulevard, approximately 
600 feet north of the Unincorporated portion of the property, as displayed on the San 
Bernardino Countywide Plan Map PP-2 Evacuation Routes. Therefore, operations and 
construction of the Proposed Project would not interfere with the use of this route during 
an evacuation. 
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During construction, the contractor would be required to maintain adequate emergency 
access for emergency vehicles as required by the County. Furthermore, the Project 
Site does not contain any emergency facilities, although County Fire Station No. 73 is 
located just north of the property at the southeast corner of Banana Avenue and Foothill 
Boulevard. Continued operations at the Project site would not interfere with an adopted 
emergency response or evacuation plan. No impacts are identified or anticipated, and 
no mitigation measures are required. 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? 
Less Than Significant Impact 

The Project site is relatively flat and located within an urbanized area with commercial 
and residential uses. Fire safety areas are prone to wildfires and require additional 
development standards. However, the Project site and its vicinity are located more 
than a mile from an identified from a high fire hazard area, as displayed on the San 
Bernardino Countywide Plan Map HZ-5 Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Any very high fire 
hazard areas are located significantly further away. 

The Project site would be developed as a multiple family residential condominium 
project. The property would be substantially improved with residential structures, 
landscaping, and paving. Although wildfire hazards exist within the broader urban 
area, the immediate area has a significant level of urban development and minimal 
vegetation, except for annual grasses on some properties. As such, the risk to persons 
or property is minimal. Therefore, no significant impacts are identified or anticipated, 
and no mitigation measures are required. 

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, 
fuel breaks, emergency water resources, power lines or other utilities) that may 
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the 
environment? 
No Impact 

The Project site would be improved as a multiple family residential condominium 
development, with associated improvements, such as paving and landscaping. The 
proposed Project does not include the installation or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment. Therefore, no impacts are identified, and no mitigation 
measures are required. 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream 
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage 
changes? 
No Impact 

The Project site and its immediate vicinity are relatively flat, therefore post-fire slope 
instability related to flooding or landslides is not anticipated to affect the subject 
property. The implementation of associated storm water BMPs will ensure that the 
proposed Project appropriately conveys storm water runoff without affecting upstream 

Page 63 of69 



Initial Study PROJ 2020-00230 
APN: 0230-031-20 and 21 
February 2022 

or downstream drainage characteristics. As a result, the proposed Project would not 
expose people or uses to significant risks, such as downslope flooding or landslides. 
The Project site is within FEMA designated Zone X (shaded and unshaded) and the 
lowest floors to the elevated one foot above the highest adjacent ground as required 
by FEMA regulations. No significant impacts are identified or anticipated, and no 
mitigation measures are required. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation 
measures are required. 

Issues 

XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF 
SIGNIFICANCE: 

a) Does the project have the potential to 
substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of 
a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant 
or animal or eliminate important examples of 
the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a project 
are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects)? 

c) Does the project have environmental effects, 
which would cause substantial adverse effects 
on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

tnco orated 

D 

D 

D 

Less than No 
Significant Impact 

D 

D 

D 

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or 
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
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endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory? 
Less Than Significant Impact 

A Biological Due Diligence Investigation, prepared by ELMT Consulting, June 9, 2021, 
evaluated both portions of the Project area in the unincorporated area of the County and 
the City of Fontana. The Project biologist undertook a site visit on June 3, 2021, and 
found no native plant communities or natural communities of special concern. The 
report noted the "project site consisted of vacant, undeveloped land that has been 
subject to a variety of anthropogenic disturbances and existing development." It also 
noted the "majority of the site supports disturbed areas that are composed primarily of 
non-native early successional/ruderal plant species." (p.2) In addition the report noted 
the property provides minimal foraging and cover habitat for species adapted to a high 
degree of anthropogenic disturbance. 

No active bird nests displaying nesting behavior were observed by the Project biologist 
even though the site visit was conducting during nesting season. Nesting bird species 
with potential to occur within the project are protected by California Fish and Game Code 
Sections 3503, 3503.5, 3511, and 3513, and by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 USC 
703-711). These laws regulate the take, possession, or destruction of the nest or eggs 
of any migratory bird or bird of prey. The biological report recommended a pre­
construction survey for nesting birds prior to any vegetation removal or ground disturbing 
activities, if construction occurs between February 1 and August 31. A mitigation 
measure has been recommended to reduce this potential impact to less than significant. 

The Biological Due Diligence Investigation noted the subject area was highly disturbed 
and research through the South Central Coastal Information Center on potential 
historical or archaeological resources did not identify the site as historically or 
archaeologically significant. Historical aerial photography noted the area was farmed, 
but within the last 60 years transition away from that activity. Information in the City of 
Fontana General Plan Draft Environmental Impact Report noted historical sites within 
the City, such as the downtown, and other features, such as the Kaiser Mill, but nothing 
within the Project area. The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians requested mitigation 
measures in the event any inadvertent finds were uncovered. However, the Tribe 
indicated in their e-mail response to the County that "SMBMI does not have any 
concerns with the project's implementation." As such, the Project would not adversely 
affect important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory. 

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the 
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 
Less Than Significant Impact 

Cumulative impacts are defined as two or more individual affects that, when considered 
together, are considerable or that compound or increase other environmental impacts. The 
cumulative impact from several projects is the change in the environment that results from 
the incremental impact of the development when added to the impacts of other closely 
related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable or probable future developments. 
Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor, but collectively significant, 
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developments taking place over a period. The CEQA Guidelines, Section 15130 (a) and 
(b), generally state: 

(a) Cumulative impacts shall be discussed when the project's incremental effect is 
cumulatively considerable. 

(b) The discussion of cumulative impacts shall reflect the severity of the impacts and 
their likelihood of occurrence, but the discussion need not provide as great detail 
as is provided of the effects attributable to the project. The discussion should be 
guided by the standards of practicality and reasonableness. 

As concluded in the Trip Generation and VMT Screening Analysis, the proposed Project 
is anticipated to generate 93 daily trips, which is below the County threshold levels for 
analysis and, as such, would not be cumulatively considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future projects. Similarly, the pollutant emissions from the proposed 
Project are below SCAQMD thresholds and therefore, the proposed Project would be in 
compliance SCAQMD's AQMP. In addition, greenhouse gas emissions from the 
Proposed Project are below County thresholds based upon the County screening tables 
and a separate Greenhouse Gas analysis utilizing the CalEEMod program with standard 
measures recognized by the South Coast Air Quality Management District. Therefore, 
air quality and greenhouse gas impacts would not be cumulatively considerable. 

Impacts associated with the proposed Project would not be considered individually or 
cumulatively adverse or considerable. Impacts identified in this Initial Study have been 
found to be less than significant impact based upon the completion of individual studies 
for biological resources, air quality and greenhouse gases, and trip generation and prior 
evaluations for historical and cultural resources. Therefore, no significant adverse 
impacts are identified or are anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required. 

c) Does the project have environmental effects, which would cause substantial adverse 
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 
Less Than Significant Impact 

The Project site is not in located in an area that is susceptible to geologic hazards, with 
the exception of ground shaking during a geological event. The California Building Code 
and applicable fire codes would ensure appropriate construction techniques were 
utilized to adequately protect future occupants. 
Therefore, implementation of the proposed Project would not have environmental effects 
that would cause substantial adverse effects on human beings. At a minimum, the 
Project will be required to meet the conditions of approval for the project to be 
implemented, including recommended mitigation measures that would be incorporated 
as conditions of approval. It is anticipated that all such conditions of approval will further 
ensure that no potential for adverse impacts will be introduced by construction activities, 
and current or future land uses authorized by the Project approval. Therefore, no 
significant adverse impacts are identified or are anticipated, and no mitigation measures 
are required. 
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Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation 
measures are required. 

MITIGATION MEASURES/CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

Any mitigation measures, which are not "self-monitoring", shall have a Mitigation Monitoring 
and Reporting Program prepared and adopted at time of project approval. Condition 
compliance will be verified by existing procedures. (CCRF) 

Biological Measure 
810-1: Construction activities, including vegetation removal, will be conducted outside the 
general bird nesting season (February 1 through August 31) to avoid impacts to nesting 
birds. If construction activities cannot be conducted outside the bird nesting season, a 
pre-construction nesting bird survey by a qualified biologist is required no more than three 
days prior to any construction activities. Should nesting birds be found on-site, an 
exclusionary buffer will be established by the qualified biologist. The buffer will be clearly 
marked in the field by construction personnel under guidance of the qualified biologist. 
No construction activities will be allowed within this zone until the qualified biologist 
determines that the young have fledged or the nest is no longer active. A copy of the 
biologist's report shall be filed with the County Planning Division upon completion. 

Cultural Measures 
CUL-1: In the event that cultural resources are discovered during project activities, all work 
in the immediate vicinity of the find (within a 60-foot buffer) shall cease and a qualified 
archaeologist meeting Secretary of Interior standards shall be hired to assess the find. Work 
on the other portions of the project outside of the buffered area may continue during this 
assessment period. Additionally, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural 
Resources Department (SMBMI) shall be contacted, as detailed within TCR-1, regarding any 
pre-contact and/or historic-era finds and be provided information after the archaeologist 
makes his/her initial assessment of the nature of the find, so as to provide Tribal input with 
regards to significance and treatment. 

CUL-2: If significant pre-contact and/or historic-era cultural resources, as defined by CEQA 
(as amended, 2015), are discovered and avoidance cannot be ensured, the archaeologist 
shall develop a Monitoring and Treatment Plan, the drafts of which shall be provided to 
SMBMI for review and comment, as detailed within TCR-1. The archaeologist shall monitor 
the remainder of the project and implement the Plan accordingly. 

CUL-3: If human remains or funerary objects are encountered during any activities 
associated with the project, work in the immediate vicinity (within a 100-foot buffer of the 
find) shall cease and the County Coroner shall be contacted pursuant to State Health and 
Safety Code §7050.5 and that code enforced for the duration of the project. 

Tribal Cultural Measures 
TCR-1: The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources Department (SMBMI) 
shall be contacted, as detailed in CR-1, of any pre-contact and/or historic-era cultural 
resources discovered during project implementation, and be provided information 
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regarding the nature of the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards to significance 
and treatment. Should the find be deemed significant, as defined by CEQA (as amended, 
2015), a cultural resources Monitoring and Treatment Plan shall be created by the 
archaeologist, in coordination with SMBMI, and all subsequent finds shall be subject to 
this Plan. This Plan shall allow for a monitor to be present that represents SMBMI for the 
remainder of the project, should SMBMI elect to place a monitor on-site. 

TCR-2: Any and all archaeological/cultural documents created as a part of the project 
(isolate records, site records, survey reports, testing reports, etc.) shall be supplied to the 
applicant and Lead Agency for dissemination to SMBMI. The Lead Agency and/or applicant 
shall, in good faith, consult with SMBMI throughout the life of the project. 
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