






























































































































Initial Study PROJ-2020-00205 
Lake Arrowhead Storage 
APN: 0335-022-07 & 0335-031-42 
March 2022 

County of San Bernardino Countywide Plan; Submitted Project Materials; Ca/Fire 
VHFHSZ in LRA 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

The Project Site is located within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. 26 The County 
identifies SR-18 as an evacuation route within the Mountain Region of the County. 27 

The Project Site is approximately 1.5 miles north of SR-18 and would not interfere with 
existing emergency evacuations designated for the route. A 26-foot driveway along 
State Highway 189 would provide access for emergency vehicles. During construction, 
the contractor would be required to maintain adequate emergency access for 
emergency vehicles as required by the County. 

Operations at the site would not interfere with an adopted emergency response or 
evacuation plan. The Office of Emergency Services (OES), County Fire Department 
shall be responsible for the continued update of emergency evacuation plans for 
wildland fire incidents as an extension of the agency's responsibility for Hazard 
Mitigation Planning in San Bernardino County. OES shall update evacuation 
procedures in coordination with Mountain Area Safety Taskforce (MAST) and provide 
specific evacuation plans for the Mountain Region where route planning, early warning 
and agency coordination is most critical in ensuring proper execution of successful 
evacuations. OES will monitor population growth and evaluate road capacities and 
hazard conditions along evacuation corridors to prepare contingency plans to 
correspond to the location, direction and rate of spread of wildland fires. Therefore, no 
significant impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation measures are 
required. 

Less Than Significant Impact 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from wildfire or the uncontrolled spread 
of a wildfire? 

The LRWQCB has issued an area-wide NPDES Storm Water Permit for the County of 
San Bernardino, the San Bernardino County Flood Control District and the 
unincorporated areas of San Bernardino County. The implementation of NPDES 
permits ensures that the State and Federal mandatory standards for the maintenance 
of clean water are met. Implementation of the Projects BMPs would ensure that 
stormwater discharge does not substantially alter the existing drainage pattern and 
water quality, thereby allowing runoff from the Project Site. No increases in peak flows 
and runoff volumes are anticipated. The Proposed Project would not substantially 
increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding 
on or offsite. Furthermore, the Project Site is neither located within a designated FEMA 
100-year floodplain nor a 500-year floodplain. The Project Site is located within an 
area identified as low to moderate for susceptibility to landslides. The design of any 

26 San Bernardino Countywide Plan Draft EIR. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Figure 5.8-4 "Fire Severity and 
Growth Areas in the Valley and Mountain Regions." 
27 San Bernardino Countywide Plan Draft EIR. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Table 5.8-10 "Evacuation Routes in 
San Bernardino County." 
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structures on-site would incorporate measures to accommodate projected seismic 
ground shaking in accordance with the California Building Code (CBC) and is subject 
to County approval. Therefore, no significant impacts are identified or anticipated, and 
no mitigation measures are required. 

Less Than Significant Impact 

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water resources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire 
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

The proposed Project is the construction and operation of a storage facility and does 
not include the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure that would 
exacerbate fire risk. Implementation of the Proposed Project would reduce the risk of 
wildfires by eliminating existing vegetation and providing hardscape. The proposed 
Project would be serviced by existing infrastructure including roadways (i.e. State 
Highway 189), power lines, natural gas lines, water, sewer and telephone). The 
proposed Project does not include the installation or maintenance of infrastructure and 
therefore the risk of fire from these activities is not anticipated. Therefore, no impacts 
are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required. 

No Impact 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding 
or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 

A Hydrology and Hydraulics Report was prepared for the proposed Project by Joseph 
E. Bonadiman & Associates, Inc. in August 2021 . The Project Site has two drainage 
areas, A and B. Proposed development would occur in Area A and Area B would be 
left in a natural state. According to the referenced report, no increases in peak flows 
and runoff volumes are anticipated for Area A or Area B. The proposed Project would 
not substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would 
result in flooding on or offsite. Therefore, no impacts are identified or anticipated and 
no mitigation measures are required. 

Less Than Significant Impact 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation 
measures are required. 

Potentially Less than Less than No 
Issues Significant Significant Significant Impact 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

lnco orated 

XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF 
SIGNIFICANCE: 

a) Does the project have the potential to D D D 
substantially degrade the quality of the 

Page 65 of 70 



Initial Study PROJ-2020-00205 
Lake Arrowhead Storage 
APN: 0335-022-07 & 0335-031-42 
March 2022 

environment, substantially reduce the habitat of 
a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant 
or animal or eliminate important examples of 
the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a project 
are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects)? 

c) Does the project have environmental effects, 
which would cause substantial adverse effects 
on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

D D D 

D D D 

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to 
drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially 
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory? 

A Biological Resources Assessment (BRA) was prepared for the proposed Project by 
Jennings Environmental, LLC in May 2021. No sensitive species were observed within 
the Project area or buffer area. However, the proposed Project may have potential 
significant impacts on nesting birds. Therefore, implementation of Mitigation Measure 
810-1 would ensure potential impacts are reduced to a less than significant level. 
No significant impacts to cultural resources were identified in the Phase I Cultural 
Resources Investigation prepared for the proposed Project. McKenna et al. did not find 
any evidence of historical or prehistorical resources on the Project Site. However, there 
is always a potential for buried prehistoric and historic resources. Therefore, with 
implementation Mitigation Measures CR-1 through CR-3, the proposed Project would 
not eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory. 

Less than Significant with Mitigation 

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
("Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable 
when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, 
and the effects of probable future projects)? 

Cumulative impacts are defined as two or more individual affects that, when considered 
together, are considerable or that compound or increase other environmental impacts. The 
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cumulative impact from several projects is the change in the environment that results from 
the incremental impact of the development when added to the impacts of other closely 
related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable or probable future developments. 
Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor, but collectively significant, 
developments taking place over a period. The CEQA Guidelines, Section 15130 (a) and 
(b), states: 

(a) Cumulative impacts shall be discussed when the project's incremental effect is 
cumulatively considerable. 

(b) The discussion of cumulative impacts shall reflect the severity of the impacts and 
their likelihood of occurrence, but the discussion need not provide as great detail 
as is provided of the effects attributable to the project. The discussion should be 
guided by the standards of practicality and reasonableness. 

Impacts identified in this Initial Study can be reduced to a less than significant impact. 
Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or are anticipated, and no 
mitigation measures are required. 

Less than Significant with Mitigation 

c) Does the project have environmental effects, which would cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

The incorporation of design measures, such as the relocation of the existing retaining 
wall along Highway 189, County of San Bernardino policies, standards, and guidelines 
and proposed mitigation measures as identified within this Initial Study would ensure 
that the proposed Project would have no significant adverse effects on human beings, 
either directly or indirectly on an individual or cumulative basis. 

Less Than Significant Impact 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated with incorporation 
of mitigation measures. 
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XXII: MITGATION MEASURES SUMMARIZED 

Mitigation Measures Requiring a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program or utilization of the 
County's Condition Compliance Release Form process. 

Mitigation Measure 810-1: Nesting bird surveys shall be conducted prior to any construction 
activities taking place during the nesting season to avoid potentially taking any birds or active 
nests. In general, impacts to all bird species (common and special status) can be avoided by 
conducting work outside of the nesting season (generally March 15th to September 15th), and 
conducting a worker awareness training program. However, if all work cannot be conducted 
outside of the nesting season, preconstruction surveys shall be conducted and provided to the 
County Planning Division and shall focus on direct and indirect evidence of nesting, including nest 
locations, nesting stages, and nest behavior. Surveys shall evaluate all suitable areas including 
trees, shrubs, bare ground, burrows, cavities, and structures. A project-specific Nesting Bird 
Management Plan should be prepared to determine suitable buffers. 

Mitigation Measure CR-1: In the event that cultural resources are discovered during project 
activities, all work in the immediate vicinity of the find (within a 60-foot buffer) shall cease and a 
qualified archaeologist meeting Secretary of Interior standards shall be hired to assess the find. 
Work on the other portions of the project outside of the buffered area may continue during this 
assessment period. Additionally, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources 
Department (SMBMI) shall be contacted, as detailed within TCR-1, regarding any pre-contact 
and/or post contact finds and be provided information after the archaeologist makes his/her initial 
assessment of the nature of the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards to significance and 
treatment. 

Mitigation Measure CR-2: If significant pre-contact and/or post-contact cultural resources, as 
defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015), are discovered and avoidance cannot be ensured, the 
archaeologist shall develop a Monitoring and Treatment Plan, the drafts of which shall be provided 
to SMBMI for review and comment, as detailed within TCR-1. The archaeologist shall monitor 
the remainder of the project and implement the Plan accordingly. 

Mitigation Measure CR-3: If human remains or funerary objects are encountered during any 
activities associated with the project, work in the immediate vicinity (within a 100-foot buffer of 
the find) shall cease and the County Coroner shall be contacted pursuant to State Health and 
Safety Code §7050.5 and that code enforced for the duration of the project. 

Mitigation Measure T-1: The applicant shall provide documentation to the County Planning 
Division that the following items have been reviewed and accepted by Caltrans prior to permit 
issuance, as identified in their correspondence to the County, dated December 8, 2021: 

Traffic Analysis: 
1) Given the highway configuration at this location, preparation and review of a complete 
Traffic Impact Study will be required. This Study should also include the traffic safety review 
analysis and vehicle miles traveled (VMT) analysis for Caltrans review. 
2) Traffic analysis should also include the evaluation of a left-turn pocket for use for access to 
the property where proposed. A left-turn pocket should also be included in all analysis 
scenarios. 
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3) Provide a detailed highway layout plan that shows the proposed driveways, sidewalks, 
curbs and gutters, ADA ramps, existing and proposed lane configurations, existing and 
proposed signing and striping, existing and proposed right of way, and all roadway 
dimensions. 
4) Include a Truck Turning Template to demonstrate site accessibility at driveway locations 
proposed that will accommodate vehicles and trailers expected to use the proposed storage 
facility. 

Mitigation Measures TCR-1: The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources 
Department (SMBMI) shall be contacted of any pre-contact cultural resources discovered during 
project implementation, and be provided information regarding the nature of the find, so as to 
provide Tribal input with regards to significance and treatment. Should the find be deemed 
significant, as defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015), a Cultural Resources Monitoring and 
Treatment Plan shall be created by the archaeologist, in coordination with SMBMI, and all 
subsequent finds shall be subject to this Plan. This Plan shall allow for a monitor to be present 
that represents SMBMI for the remainder of the project, should SMBMI elect to place a monitor 
on-site. 

Mitigation Measure TCR-2: Any and all archaeological/cultural documents created as a part of 
the project (isolate records, site records, survey reports, testing reports, etc.) shall be supplied to 
the applicant and Lead Agency for dissemination to SMBMI. The Lead Agency and/or applicant 
shall , in good faith, consult with SMBMI throughout the life of the project. 
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