ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING



PLANTS

LA Sanitation (LASAN) oversees the City's
Clean Water Program, which is responsible for
operating and maintaining one of the world's
largest wastewater collection, treatment, and
reclamation systems, treating wastewater
from residential, commercial, and industrial sources in the City of Los Angeles
and 29 surrounding communities. Extensive testing at wastewater treatment
and water reclamation plants ensure their optimal performance and abidance
with all federal, state, and local regulations.

:‘P . THE WASTEWATER RECLAMATION

LASAN conducts tests in the fields of chemistry, microbiology, and marine,
estuarine, and freshwater biology. Our laboratories perform critical analyses
for the City's industrial waste pretreatment program.

All of our laboratories are Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program
(ELAP) - certified by the State of California's Department of Public Health.
Monitoring the environment for specific pollutants and pathogens is a
mandate that the City complies with to help protect public health and the
health of local marine and freshwater bodies. More about the California
Department of Public Health

Daily monitoring of treatment plant processes is provided at each treatment
facility to ensure compliance with waste discharge and water recycling
permits. Laboratory services provided include testing biological oxygen
demand, fecal indicator bacteria, solids, oil and grease, heavy metals, organic
priority pollutants, as well as toxicity testing, among others. The treatment
plants are regulated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(US EPA) and the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
(LARWQCB).

LA Sanitation monitors the impacts of treated wastewater on the water quality
and general health of the Santa Monica Bay, Los Angeles Harbor, and Los
Angeles River. LASAN also tests recycled water to ensure the City of LA is
meeting Title 22 Recycled Water regulations. This recycled water is used to
irrigate parks, golf courses, and greenways and to act as a barrier to preventing
salt water intrusion into groundwater in the harbor area of Los Angeles. Test
results are submitted to LARWQCB and US EPA. These data are available to the
public through web portals, such as the California Integrated Water Quality
System (CIWQS) and the California Environmental Data Exchange Network
(CEDEN).

More about water quality at Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
More about the Environmental Protection Agency

More about the California Integrated Water Quality System Project

More about the California Environmental Data Exchange

More about LA's Treatment Plants
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LA Sanitation operates
four water reclamation
facilities:
1. Hyperion
2.Donald C.Tillman
3. Los Angeles-
Glendale
4. Terminal Island

More about plants

THE SEWERS

LA Sanitation
technician using Imhoff
cones to determine
settleable solids in
wastewater samples at
the Hyperion Process
Control laboratory.

Biochemical oxygen
demand testing
performed by the
Hyperion Process
Control laboratory.

LA Sanitation regulates, monitors, and controls the industrial wastewater discharges of more than 16,000
industrial users into the city's sewer system. Discharge permits are issued to businesses that dispose of
their nonhazardous waste into the sewer. Commonly tested industrial waste components include heavy
metals, volatile organics, semivolatile organics (such as pesticides and PCBs), cyanide dissolved sulfide,
chloride, oil, and grease. Each permit is specifically written to match the waste produced by the industrial
user. Hazardous materials such as gasoline are never permitted to be discharged into sewer. The Sewers
Monitoring Program allows the City to prosecute illegal dischargers which in turn helps to prevent illicit

discharges from occurring.

Preventing objectionable sewer odors is important to LA Sanitation. We regularly test for volatile organics,
sulfur compounds, and total organic carbon at air scrubbers located at or adjacent to sewer stations. The

routine air testing sites are NCOS, ECIS, NORS, NOTF, Mission/Richmond, Woodbridge/Radford, MLK/Rodeo,
Humbolt, Ballona Pumping Plant, Dacotah Pumping Plant, Mission/Jesse, Fairfax/Venice, and Sierra Bonita.
In the rare event of a sewage overflow, LA Sanitation performs monitoring and testing to ensure the public

and environmental health are protected. More about air quality at South Coast Air Quality Management

District

TESTING THE SEWERS AND RECEIVING WATERS
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Collecting Ocean
Samples

LA Sanitation
laboratory technician
collecting Santa
Monica Bay samples for
fecal indicator bacteria
testing.

Lake Monitoring

LA Sanitation chemists
and biologists analyze
water and sediments
samples collected from
Balboa Wildlife Lake
near the Donald C.
Tillman Water
Reclamation Plant.
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Ocean Monitoring
Boat

LA Sanitation operates
two environmental
monitoring boats: The
Marine Surveyor
(above) and the La Mer.
These boats are used
to collect fish,
sediment, and water
samples from the
Santa Monica Bay and
Los Angeles Harbor
coastal zones.
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FAQs
Q: Is it safe to swim in the water?

a:visit Heal the Bay for current conditions.

Q: Will | get sick if | swim at the beach near the Hyperion plant?

A:

Past and current data have shown that discharge from the treatment plant has little to no impact on the Santa Monica Bay shoreline; rather, the largest sources of bacterial pollution are
flows from storm drains and urban runoff. The Department of Health Services advises not to swim within 100 feet of a flowing storm drain.

While the location of the Hyperion wastewater plume shifts depending on currents and water temperatures, it has never reached area beaches (based on over 40 years of monitoring).
Additionally, bacteriological surveys of water samples collected at the area of Hyperion's 5-mile outfall indicate very low levels of indicator bacteria. Due to numerous factors that have
been published, it is unlikely that anyone would get sick by swimming at the beach near Hyperion from treated effluent discharged five miles out and 180 feet deep.

Q: Is the treated sewage (effluent) discharged from the Hyperion Treatment Plant causing the bacterial contamination of our beaches in Santa Monica Bay?

A:

Years of monitoring indicate the wastewater "plume" does not reach the shore. Bacterial contamination of the beaches is almost always caused by storm drain discharges, which occur
during dry weather as well as during and after a storm. Dry-weather flows originate as runoff from rooftops, residential yards, parking lots, freeways, industrial and commercial facilities,
construction sites, golf courses, parks, and many other surfaces.

Q: Is it safe to eat the fish caught in Santa Monica Bay?

A:
Most species of locally caught fish contain low levels of pollutants of concern and are safe to eat. However, a few species exceed the safe levels set by the State of California. The
State of California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) makes the following recommendations for fish
caught locally in Santa Monica Bay and around Los Angeles Harbor;

A guide to eating fish caught from Ventura Harbor to San Mateo Point
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These recommendations by the State should be followed. EMD's tissue assessment data continues to support the findings of OEHHA.

Q: Are environmental conditions getting better in Santa Monica Bay?

A:

The overall health of the Santa Monica Bay is good and it is improving. Species have been observed in increasingly greater numbers over the past few years with improved Bay water
quality. The improved conditions are due, in large part, to the exceptional wastewater processing standards of full secondary treatment at the Hyperion Treatment Plant.

The cessation of sludge disposal to the Bay in 1987 and the discharge of full secondary effluent at Hyperion Treatment Plant in 1998 resulted in a dramatic reduction in the discharge of
sollds to the Bay. This coincided wnth an immediate increase in the number and diversity of species near the 5-mile discharge outfall. Today, the area around the outfall has the greatest

.







