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DIVISION 13. ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY [21000 - 21189.70.10] ( Division 13 added by Stats. 1970, Ch. 1433.)

CHAPTER 2.6. General [21080 - 21098] ( Chapter 2.6 added by Stats. 1972, Ch. 1154. )

21080.3.1. (a) The Legislature finds and declares that California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally
affiliated with a geographic area may have expertise concerning their tribal cultural resources.

(b) Prior to the release of a negative declaration, mitigated negative declaration, or environmental impact report for
a project, the lead agency shall begin consultation with a California Native American tribe that is traditionally and
culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project if: (1) the California Native American tribe
requested to the lead agency, in writing, to be informed by the lead agency through formal notification of proposed
projects in the geographic area that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the tribe, and (2) the California
Native American tribe responds, in writing, within 30 days of receipt of the formal notification, and requests the
consultation. When responding to the lead agency, the California Native American tribe shall designate a lead
contact person. If the California Native American tribe does not designate a lead contact person, or designates
multiple lead contact people, the lead agency shall defer to the individual listed on the contact list maintained by
the Native American Heritage Commission for the purposes of Chapter 905 of the Statutes of 2004. For purposes of
this section and Section 21080.3.2, “consultation” shall have the same meaning as provided in Section 65352.4 of
the Government Code.

(c) To expedite the requirements of this section, the Native American Heritage Commission shall assist the lead
agency in identifying the California Native American tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the
project area.

(d) Within 14 days of determining that an application for a project is complete or a decision by a public agency to
undertake a project, the lead agency shall provide formal notification to the designated contact of, or a tribal
representative of, traditionally and culturally affiliated California Native American tribes that have requested notice,
which shall be accomplished by means of at least one written notification that includes a brief description of the
proposed project and its location, the lead agency contact information, and a notification that the California Native
American tribe has 30 days to request consultation pursuant to this section.

(e) The lead agency shall begin the consultation process within 30 days of receiving a California Native American
tribe’s request for consultation.

(Added by Stats. 2014, Ch. 532, Sec. 5. (AB 52) Effective January 1, 2015.)
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