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Greenhouse Gases (GHG)

CEQA Significance Thresholds

In September 2006, Governor Schwarzenegger signed California’s Global Warming Solutions
Act of 2006 (AB32). AB32 requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to establish, by
January 1, 2008, a statewide GHG emissions cap for 2020, based on 1990 emissions, adopt
mandatory reporting rules for significant sources of GHG emissions by January 1, 2008, etc.
Subsequent to the adoption of AB32, the California Attorney General’s Office has been
aggressively reviewing CEQA documents prepared by lead agencies and submitting comments
to the lead agencies if the documents have not evaluated GHG emission impacts from their
projects.

To provide guidance to local lead agencies on determining significance for GHG emissions in
their CEQA documents, the SCAQMD staff is convening an ongoing GHG CEQA Significance
Threshold Working Group. Members of the working group include government agencies
implementing CEQA and representatives from various stakeholder groups that provide input
to the SCAQMD staff on developing GHG CEQA significance thresholds.

On December 5, 2008, the SCAQMD Governing Board adopted the staff proposal for an
interim GHG significance threshold for projects where the SCAQMD is lead agency. The board
letter, resolution, interim GHG significance threshold, draft guidance document and
attachments can be found below or under the Board Agenda Item 31 on the December 5,
2008, Governing Board meeting agenda.
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Board Letter - Interim CEQA GHG Significance Threshold for Stationary Sources, Rules and
Plans (/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-
thresholds/ghgboardsynopsis.pdf?sfvrsn=2)

O Attachments A - D (/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-

significance-thresholds/ghgattachmentsa_d.pdf?sfvrsn=2)

O Attachment E (/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-
significance-thresholds/ghgattachmente.pdf?sfvrsn=2)

Climate Change Efforts at Other California Agencies:

California Attorney General’s Office’'s Webpage on CEQA, Global Warming and General
Plans (http://ag.ca.gov/globalwarming/ceqa/generalplans.php)

California's Attorney General's Office's Project Level Mitigation Measures
(http://ag.ca.gov/globalwarming/pdf/GW_mitigation_measures.pdf) (PDF, 157kb)

CARB's California Environmental Quality Act and Greenhouse Gases
(http:/www.arb.ca.gov/cc/localgov/ceqa/ceqacomm.htm) (%

Governor's Office of Planning and Research (OPR) CEQA Guidelines and Greenhouse
Gases (proposed amendments to the CEQA Guidelines for GHG emissions)
(http://opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=ceqa/index.html) 4

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District Climate Change Action Plan
(http://www.valleyair.org/Programs/CCAP/CCAP_idx.htm) 2

Bay Area AQMD Proposed GHG Significance Thresholds
(http://www.baagmd.gov/Divisions/Planning-and-Research/CEQA-GUIDELINES.aspx)

Sacramento Metropolitan AQMD CEQA Guidance on Greenhouse Gases and Climate
Change (http:/www.airquality.org/climatechange/CEQAclimatechange.shtml)

California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA)'s CEQA & Climate Change
White Paper (http:/www.capcoa.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2010/05/CAPCOA-
White-Paper.pdf)(PDF) (January 2008)
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YOU MAY ALSO LIKE ...

Rules (/home/rules-compliance/rules)
South Coast AQMD Rules and Regulations - The offical South Coast AQMD rule book; list

of recent rule amendments and adoptions, how to read the rules.

Groups & Committees (/nav/about/groups-committees)
South Coast AQMD Groups and Committees

Climate Change (/nav/about/initiatives/climate-change)
For the last two decades, as part of its efforts to reduce local air pollution, SCAQMD has

promoted a number of programs to combat climate change.

CEQA Notices (/nav/about/public-notices/ceqa-notices)
There are specific noticing requirements under the California Environmental Quality Act.

Related Topics

® CEQA Home (/home/rules-compliance/ceqa)

® CEQA Documents (/home/rules-compliance/ceqa/lead-agency-documents)
® CEQA Notices (/nav/about/public-notices/ceqa-notices)

® CEQA Permit Forms (/home/rules-compliance/ceqa/cega-permit-forms)

® Air Quality Modeling (/home/rules-compliance/ceqa/air-quality-modeling)

GHG Meeting 14 Main Presentation (http:/www.aqgmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-14/ghg-meeting-14-main-presentation.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 307.53 KB

GHG Meeting 14 Example Scenarios (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-14/ghg-meeting-14-example-scenarios.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
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PDF, 21.82 KB

GHG Meeting 13 Emmisions and Cpature Rates (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-13/ghg-

meeting-13-emmisions-and-cpature-rates.xls?sfvrsn=2)
XLS, 276.50 KB

GHG Meeting 13 Main Presentation (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-13/ghg-meeting-13-main-presentation.ppt?sfvrsn=2)
PPT, 241.00 KB

GHG Meeting 13 Minutes (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-

significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-13/ghg-meeting-13-minutes.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 169.66 KB

GHG Meeting 13 Individual Emissions and Capture Rates (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-13/ghg-

meeting-13-individual-emissions-and-capture-rates.xls?sfvrsn=2)
XLS, 317.50 KB

GHG Meeting 12 Main Presentation (http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-12/ghg-meeting-12-main-presentation.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 103.04 KB

GHG Meeting 12 Recent AG Comments (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-12/ghg-meeting-12-recent-ag-comments.pdf?
sfvrsn=2)

PDF, 72.77 KB

GHG Meeting 12 Water and Electricity Usage in Southern California (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-12/ghg-
meeting-12-water-and-electricity-usage-in-southern-california.pdf?sfvrsn=2)

PDF, 41.09 KB

GHG Meeting 12 GHG Emissions from Commercial Projects (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-12/ghg-
meeting-12-ghg-emissions-from-commercial-projects.xls?sfvrsn=2)

XLS, 139.50 KB

GHG Meeting 12 GHG Emissions from Residential Projects (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-12/ghg-
meeting-12-ghg-emissions-from-residential-projects.xls?sfvrsn=2)

XLS, 205.00 KB

GHG Meeting 12 Minutes (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-

significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-12/ghg-meeting-12-minutes.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 172.60 KB

GHG Meeting 11 Main Presentation (http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-11/ghg-meeting-11-main-presentation.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 3.85 MB
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GHG Meeting 11 Minutes (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-

significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-11/ghg-meeting-11-minutes.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 56.32 KB

GHG Meeting 10 Main Presentation (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-10/ghg-meeting-10-main-presentation.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 74.15 KB

GHG Meeting 10 Survey of CEQA Documents-Draft Work Plan (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-10/ghg-
meeting-10-survey-of-ceqa-documents-draft-work-plan.pdf?sfvrsn=2)

PDF, 389.97 KB

GHG Meeting 10 Minutes (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-

significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-10/ghg-meeting-10-minutes.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 41.75 KB

GHG Meeting 10 CBD Comment Letter (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-10/ghg-meeting-10-cbd-comment-letter.pdf?
sfvrsn=2)

PDF, 65.09 KB

GHG Meeting 9 Main Presentation (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-9/ghg-meeting-9-main-presentation.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 95.12 KB

GHG Meeting 9 Minutes (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-

significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-9/ghg-meeting-9-minutes.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 42.33 KB

GHG Meeting 8 Minutes (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-
significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-8/ghg-meeting-8-minutes.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 66.42 KB

GHG Meeting 8 Main Presentation (http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-

(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-8/ghg-meeting-8-main-presentation.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 151.11 KB

GHG Meeting 7 Minutes (http:/www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-
significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-7/ghg-meeting-7-minutes.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 51.16 KB

GHG Meeting 7 Main Presentation (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-7/ghg-meeting-7-main-presentation.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 244.61 KB

GHG Meeting 7 LACSD Comment Letter (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-

(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-7/ghg-meeting-7-lacsd-comment-letter.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 123.45 KB
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GHG Meeting 6 Guidance Document Discussion (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-6/ghg-
meeting-6-guidance-document-discussion.pdf?sfvrsn=2)

PDF, 949.69 KB

GHG Meeting 6 Main Presentation (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-

(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-6/ghg-meeting-6-main-presentation.ppt?sfvrsn=2)
PPT, 356.00 KB

GHG Meeting 6 Staff Proposal (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-
ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-6/ghg-meeting-6-staff-proposal.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 124.06 KB

GHG Meeting 6 CBD CBE Comment Letter (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-
gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-6/ghg-meeting-6-cbd-cbe-comment-letter.pdf?
sfvrsn=2)

PDF, 68.41 KB

GHG Meeting 6 BIASC Comment Letter (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-6/ghg-meeting-6-biasc-comment-letter.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 252.08 KB

GHG Meeting 6 Minutes (http://www.aqgmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-
significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-6/ghg-meeting-6-minutes.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 56.30 KB

GHG Meeting 6 WSPA Comment Letter (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-6/ghg-meeting-6-wspa-comment-letter.pdf?
sfvrsn=2)

PDF, 93.62 KB

GHG Meeting 6 Urban Crossroads Comment Letter (http:/www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-6/ghg-
meeting-6-urban-crossroads-comment-letter.pdf?sfvrsn=2)

PDF, 63.70 KB

GHG Meeting 5 Proposed Tiered Threshold Approach (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-
source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-5/ghg-
meeting-5-proposed-tiered-threshold-approach.pdf?sfvrsn=2)

PDF, 777.40 KB

GHG Meeting 5 LACSD Comment Letter (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-

(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-5/ghg-meeting-5-lacsd-comment-letter.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 222.83 KB

GHG Meeting 5 Minutes (http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-
significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-5/ghg-meeting-5-minutes.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
PDF, 51.67 KB

GHG Meeting 5 Main Presentation (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-5/ghg-meeting-5-main-presentation.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
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gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-5/ghg-meeting-5-cladcp-comment-letter.pdf?
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GHG Meeting 4 Main Presentation (http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-
(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-4/ghg-meeting-4-main-presentation.ppt?sfvrsn=2)
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source/ceqa/handbook/greenhouse-gases-(ghg)-ceqa-significance-thresholds/year-2008-2009/ghg-meeting-4/ghg-
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PDF, 90.97 KB
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meeting-3-revised-proposed-significance-threshold-approach.pdf?sfvrsn=2)
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GHG Meeting 3 Comment Letter Western States Petroleum Assn. (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-
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GHG Meeting 3 Comment Letter from CA Building Industry Assn. (http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-
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