


To Ezekiel 

©1999, 2001 Blake Gumprecht 
All rights reserved. Published 1999. 
Printed in the United States of America 
on acid-free paper. 

Johns Hopkins Paperbacks edition, 2001 
98765432 

The Johns Hopkins University Press 
2715 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21218-4363 
www.press.jhu.edu 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
will be found at the end of this book. 
A catalog record for this book is available from the 
British Library. 

ISBN 0-8018-6642-1 (pbk.) 

Title page photograph by Stephen Callis. 
Used with permission. 

Contents 

Acknowled9ments vii 

Preface to the Paperback Edition ix 

Introduction 1 

1 The River as It Once Was 9 

2 Sustenance for the Young Pueblo 41 

3 Draining the River Dry 83 

4 A Stream That Could Not Be Trusted 131 

5 Fifty-one Miles of Concrete 173 

6 Exhuming the River 235 

Notes 303 

Index 357 



To Ezekiel 

©1999, 2001 Blake Gumprecht 
All rights reserved. Published 1999. 
Printed in the United States of America 
on acid-free paper. 

Johns Hopkins Paperbacks edition, 2001 

98765432 

The Johns Hopkins University Press 
2715 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, Macyland 21218-4363 
www.press.jhu.edu 

Libracy of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
will be found at the end of this book. 
A catalog record for this book is available from the 
British Libracy. 

ISBN 0-8018-6642-1 (pbk.) 

Title page photograph by Stephen Callis. 
Used with permission. 



CREATING THE 

NORTH AMERICAN 

LANDSCAPE 

Gregory Conniff 

Bonnie Loyd 

Edward K. Muller 

David Schuyler 

Consulting Editors 

George F. Thompson 

Stries Foundtr and Dimtor 

Published in 

cooperation 

with the Center 

for American Places, 

Santa Fe, 

New Mexico, and 

Harrisonburg, 

Virginia 

The 

LOS ANGELES RIVER 
IT$ LIFE, 

DEATH, 

AND 

POSSIBLE 

REBIRTH 

·-.... . ..... 

The 

Johns 

Hopkins 

University 

Press 

Baltimore 

8:: London 

Blake Gumprecht 

r 




