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xx. WILDFIRE: If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very 
high fire hazard severity zones, would the project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to, pollutant 
concentrations from wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? 

c) Require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water resources, power 
lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire 
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment? 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

SUBSTANTIATION: 

D D D 

D D 

D D D 

D D 

County of San Bernardino Countywide Plan; Submitted Project Materials; Ca/Fire 
VHFHSZ in LRA 

D 

D 

a) 
Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

No Impact. The Project Site is located within a Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone 9• 

The Proposed Project will not impair an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan. Therefore, no significant impacts are identified or 
anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required. 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from wildfire or the uncontrolled spread 
of a wildfire? 

9 San Bernardino Countywide Plan Draft EIR. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Figure 5.8-5 "Fire Severity and 
Growth Areas in the Desert Regions." 
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Less Than Significant Impact. The site is relatively flat, approximately 1,040 meters 
above sea level. The Project Site is located within a Moderate Fire Hazard Severity 
Zone. 10 

The Project Site is vacant. It is surrounded by residential development to the west and 
south. The property to the north and east remains vacant. Natural vegetation occurs 
on-site and could be potential for wildfire fuel factors within the Project Site, the risk of 
wildfires could be moderate. Therefore, less than significant impacts are identified or 
anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required. 

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water resources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire 
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

No Impact. The Proposed Project does not include the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure that would exacerbate fire risk. Implementation of new 
infrastructure would reduce the risk of wildfires by eliminating some natural vegetation 
at and around building footprint and provide some hardscape. Therefore, no impacts 
are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required. 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding 
or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The site is relatively flat and contains no slopes that 
may be subject to landslides. Therefore, the Project Site is not subject to post-fire slope 
instability. The Project Site is not located within a 100-Year Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) flood zone, or a 500-year FEMA flood zone, and is not 
located within a 100-year Department of Water Resources Awareness Zone. 11 

Moreover, there are no dams, reservoirs, or large bodies of water near the Project Site. 
Therefore, the Proposed Project would not expose people or structures to significant 
risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, 
post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. No significant impacts are identified or 
anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required. 

10 San Bernardino Countywide Plan Draft EIR. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Figure 5.8-5 "Fire Severity and 
Growth Areas in the Desert Regions." 

11 San Bernardino Countywide Plan Draft EIR. Hydrology and Water Quality. Figure 5.9-3 "Flood Hazard Zones in the 
Desert Regions." 
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Issues 

XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF 
SIGNIFICANCE: 

a) Does the project have the potential to 
substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of 
a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant 
or animal or eliminate important examples of 
the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a project 
are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects)? 

c) Does the project have environmental effects, 
which would cause substantial adverse effects 
on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 
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D 

D 
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with 
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Significant Impact 
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a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to 
drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially 
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory? 

Less Than Significant Impact. As a Major Subdivision to create eight (8) parcels with 
no proposed grading or development, the project is not expected to have the potential 
to significantly degrade the overall quality of the region's environment, or substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce 
the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory. 

If cultural resources are identified in any new construction once the subdivision is 
recorded, the County of San Bernardino and the local tribes would be notified. 
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Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation 
measures are required. 

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
("Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable 
when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, 
and the effects of probable future projects)? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The project does not have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable. Special studies prepared to analyze impacts of 
the proposed project consider and evaluate existing and planned conditions of the 
surrounding area and the region. Existing and planned infrastructure in the surrounding 
area has been planned to accommodate planned build out of the area, including the 
project site. 

c) Does the project have environmental effects, which would cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

Less Than Significant Impact. All potential impacts have been thoroughly evaluated 
and have been deemed to be neither individually significant nor cumulatively 
considerable in terms of any adverse effects upon the region, the local community or its 
inhabitants. At a minimum, the project will be required to meet the conditions of approval 
for the project to be implemented. It is anticipated that all such conditions of approval 
will further ensure that no potential for adverse impacts will be introduced by construction 
activities, initial or future land uses authorized by the project approval. 

The incorporation of design measures, County of San Bernardino policies, standards, 
and guidelines and proposed mitigation measures as identified within this Initial Study 
would ensure that the Proposed Project would have no significant adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly on an individual or cumulative basis. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated with incorporation 
of mitigation measures. 
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MITIGATION MEASURES (Any mitigation measures, which are not 'self-monitoring' shall have 
a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program prepared and adopted at time of project 
approval. (Compliance monitoring will be verified by existing procedures for condition 
compliance) 

810-1 Preconstruction Nesting Bird Surveys 
If it is not feasible to avoid the nesting bird season (February 1 through August 31 ), a 
qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-construction nesting bird survey to determine 
presence/absence, location, and status of any active nest. To avoid the destruction of 
active nests and to protect the reproductive success of birds protected by the MBTA 
and the CFGC, the nesting bird survey shall occur no earlier than seven (7) days prior 
to the commencement of construction. 

In the event active nests are discovered, a suitable buffer (distance to be determined 
by a qualified biologist) shall be established around active nests and no construction 
within the buffer allowed, until the biologist has determined the nest is no longer active 
(i.e., the nestlings have fledged and are no longer reliant on the nest). 

810-2 Preconstruction Burrowing Owl Surveys 
A qualified biologist will perform preconstruction clearance surveys for western 
burrowing owl year-round and no more than 30-days prior to ground disturbance. The 
survey will be conducted during day-light hours and the biologist will visually cover 100% 
of the site. Preconstruction clearance surveys for burrowing owl shall follow the CDFW 
2012 Staff Report guidelines. If burrowing owl are not observed on site, a Memorandum 
of Findings will be provided to CDFW. If burrowing owl are observed occupying the site, 
a 250-foot buffer will be established around all active burrows and CDFW will be 
immediately of nesting/occupation activities. Mitigation Measure 810-3 
describes the activities associated with relocation to reduce the impacts to less than significant. 

All active burrows will be monitored no less than once a week to determine the level of 
activity. 

810-3 Passive or Active Relocation of Burrowing Owls 
If burrowing owls are observed on the Project site during preconstruction surveys, 
CDFWshall be immediately notified to determine if avoidance of the nest is appropriate 
until the nest is vacated, or to gain concurrence from CDFW on active or passive 
relocation actions. All passive or relocation activities shall be in concurrence with 
CDFW guidelines (Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation 2021). 

If burrowing owl are present and nesting on-site the following steps shall be necessary 
to reduce impacts to less than significant. These steps may be augmented by 
recommendations from CDFW: 

a. Occupied burrows shall not be disturbed during the nesting season (February 
1 through August 31) unless a qualified biologist approved by CDFW verifies 
through non-invasive methods that: (1) owls have not begun egg-laying and 
incubation; or (2) that juveniles from the occupied burrows are foraging 
independently and are capable of independent survival. 
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b. A qualified biologist shall exclude all owls from active burrows using one-way 
doors. Concurrently, all inactive burrows and other sources of secondary 
refuge for burrowing owls shall be collapsed and removed from the site. 

c. Following and 24 to 48-hour observation period, all vacated burrows shall be 
collapsed. 

d. A qualified biologist shall conduct a post-exclusion survey confirming the 
absence of burrowing owls on the Project site. Should newly occupied burrows 
be discovered on the Project site the exclusion activities shall be repeated. 

810-4 Preconstruction Desert Tortoise Survey 
A USFWS authorized biologist shall survey the Project site (including buffer where 
accessible) for the presence of desert tortoise no more than 14 days prior to the 
commencement of project activities. 

If desert tortoise and/or active burrows are observed, the authorized biologist shall contact USFWS for 
concurrence and direction on relocation of the tortoise. In general, desert tortoise shall be moved no more th, 
1,000 feet for juveniles and adults, and 300 feet for hatchlings. 

810-5 Incidental Take Permit from California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
An Incidental Take Permit shall be required from CDFW for the removal of Joshua trees 
on the Project site. An Incidental Take Permit (ITP) application and supporting 
documentation shall be submitted to CDFW for review and approval for removal of 
Joshua trees on the Project site. An ITP establishes a performance standard requiring 
that the impacts be "minimized and fully mitigated" with "measures that are roughly 
proportional in extent to the impact of the authorized taking on the species." Therefore, 
additional mitigation measures, such as the purchase of credits from an approved 
conservation or mitigation bank, land acquisition, or entry into a conservation easement, 
will be determined in consultation with CDFW to meet ITP requirements. Because the 
Joshua tree was designated as a candidate species in October 2020 and is still subject 
to a status review by CDFW, it is impractical to determine the specific details of 
mitigation, beyond compliance with the ITP. 

An ITP application requires a completed CEQA document to accompany the ITP 
application and fee. CDFW requires the CEQA document have a state clearing house 
number, show proof of filing fees, and proof the document has been circulated. CDFW 
will then review the ITP and CEQA document and make a determination of mitigation. 
At the time of the writing of this document, CDFW is not accepting relocation of Joshua 
tree for mitigation or to lessen mitigation obligations. 

CUL-1 Inadvertent Discovery 

In the event that cultural resources are discovered during project activities, all work in the immediate vicinity 
find (within a 60-foot buffer) shall cease and a qualified archaeologist meeting Secretary of Interior standards 
be hired to assess the find. Work on the other portions of the project outside of the buffered area may cor 
during this assessment period. Additionally, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Reso 
Department (SMBMI) shall be contacted, as detailed within TCR-1, regarding any pre-contact and/or histor 
finds and be provided information after the archaeologist makes his/her initial assessment of the nature of thE 
so as to provide Tribal input with regards to significance and treatment. 
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CUL-2 Paleontological Monitoring 

If significant pre-contact and/or historic-era cultural resources, as defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015 
discovered and avoidance cannot be ensured, the archaeologist shall develop a Monitoring and Treatment 
the drafts of which shall be provided to SMBMI for review and comment, as detailed within TCR-1. The archaec 
shall monitor the remainder of the project and implement the Plan accordingly. 

CUL-3 Archaeological Monitoring 

If human remains or funerary objects are encountered during any activities associated with the project, work i 
immediate vicinity (within a 100-foot buffer of the find) shall cease and the County Coroner shall be contactec 
pursuant to State Health and Safety Code §7050.5 and that code enforced for the duration of the project. 

TR-1: Mitigation Measure. The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources 
Department (SMBMI) shall be contacted, as detailed in TR-3, of any pre-contact and/or historic-
era cultural resources discovered during project implementation, and be provided information 
regarding the nature of the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards to significance and 
treatment. Should the find be deemed significant, as defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015), a 
cultural resources Monitoring and Treatment Plan shall be created by the archaeologist, in 
coordination with SMBMI, and all subsequent finds shall be subject to this Plan. This Plan shall 
allow for a monitor to be present that represents SMBMI for the remainder of the project, should 
SMBMI elect to place a monitor on-site. 

TR-2: Mitigation Measure. Any and all archaeological/cultural documents created as a part of 
the project (isolate records, site records, survey reports, testing reports, etc.) shall be supplied 
to the applicant and Lead Agency for dissemination to SMBMI. The Lead Agency and/or 
applicant shall, in good faith, consult with SMBMI throughout the life of the project. 

TR-3: Mitigation Measure. In the event that cultural resources are discovered during project 
activities, all work in the immediate vicinity of the find (within a 60-foot buffer) shall cease and a 
qualified archaeologist meeting Secretary of Interior standards shall be hired to assess the find. 
Work on the other portions of the project outside of the buffered area may continue during this 
assessment period. Additionally, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources 
Department (SMBMI) shall be contacted, as detailed within TR-1, regarding any pre-contact 
and/or historic-era finds and be provided information after the archaeologist makes his/her initial 
assessment of the nature of the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards to significance and 
treatment. 

TR-4: Mitigation Measure. If significant pre-contact and/or historic-era cultural resources, as 
defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015), are discovered and avoidance cannot be ensured, the 
archaeologist shall develop a Monitoring and Treatment Plan, the drafts of which shall be provided 
to SMBMI for review and comment, as detailed within TR-1. The archaeologist shall monitor the 
remainder of the project and implement the Plan accordingly. 

Page 55 of 56 



Initial Study PROJ-2020-00178 
Allard Engineering 
APN: 3097-581-04, -05, -07 
December 15, 2021 

GENERAL REFERENCES 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife's California Natural Community Conservation Plans 
Map. April 2019. Accessed January 14, 2022. 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=68626&inline . 

San Bernardino County, Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Plan Update 
GHG Reduction Plan Update-Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan Update - Adopted 9-21-2021.pdf 

(sbcounty.gov) 

San Bernardino, Countywide Plan. Approved October 27, 2020, Adopted November 
27, 2020. Microsoft Word 

https://countywideplan.com/ 

San Bernardino County Code -Title 8-Development Code. 
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/sanbernardino/latest/sanberncty ca/0-0-0-166578 

San Bernardino Countywide Final Program Environmental Impact Report. August 2020. 
https://countywideplan.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/68/2021/01/1 lntroduction.pdf 

San Bernardino County. Western Joshua Tree Regulations. February 12, 2021 . 
Western Joshua Tree Regulations - MDLT 

State of California, Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resources Protection, Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program. 

https://maps.conservation .ca .gov/DLRP/CIFF/. Accessed January 14, 2022. 

Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District Map. Accessed January 20, 2022. 
Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District l Home (ca.gov) 

PROJECT-SPECIFIC REFERENCES 

McKenna et al. A Cultural Resources Investigation and Paleontological Overview of Tentative 
Tract Map No. 20360, Located in Unincorporated San Bernardino County, California. 

RCA Associates, Inc. General Biological Resources Assessment, San Bernardino 
County, CA. March 23, 2021 

RCA Associates, Inc. Preliminary Drainage Report, March 19, 2021. 

Page 56 of 56 


