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INTRODUCTION   

Evans & De Shazo, Inc. (EDS) completed a Historic Resource Evaluation (HRE) of the property known locally as 

the Eiichi ά9Řέ Sakauye farm (Sakauye farm) located at 681 E. Trimble Road, San Jose, Santa Clara County, 

California, within the 11-acre Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 097-15-033 (Property). The Sakauye farm 

consists of 19 built environment resources, ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀΦ муул ά{ŜŜƭȅ ƘƻǳǎŜέΣ ŎŀΦ мфнл ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜΣ ŎŀΦ муфл 

ōŀǊƴΣ ŎŀΦ мфол ǇǳƳǇ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŎŀΦ нллр ǎǘŜŜƭ άŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊέ ǎƘŜŘΣ ŎŀΦ мфнл ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέΣ ŎŀΦ мфол ŘƻƎƘƻǳǎŜΣ 

ca. 1910 barn, 2004 storage building, ca. 1930 shed, ca. 1930 pump house, ca. 1930 barn/wagon house, ca. 

1955 barn, ca. 1985 cold storage shed (ice house), ca. 1975 barn 2002 garage/storage building, ca. 1995 

doghouse, 2010 greenhouse, ca. 1970 fruit stand, and associated landscape including fruit trees and planted 

rows of vegetables. The PǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ όhItύ .ǳƛƭǘ 

Environment Resources Directory (BERD), is not listed on the City of San Jose Historical Resource Inventory, 

ƻǊ ŀǎ ŀ ά/ƛǘȅ [ŀƴŘƳŀǊƪέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ or conservation area. The Property also does not 

appear to have been previously evaluated for eligibility for listing on the California Register of Historical 

Resources (CRHR). The current proposed project consists of the demolition of the built environment resources 

and redevelopment of the Property and the adjacent vacant property with approximately 1,320 residential 

units over 20,000 square feet of ground floor retail space within four buildings, ranging between six to seven 

stories, plus 154 townhomes, and approximately 2.5 acres of public park space (Project). As such, in 

compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the City of San Jose has requested the 

completion of an HRE to determine if any built environment resources within the Property qualify for listing 

on the CRHR. EDS also completed a City of San Jose landmark assessment for each resource at least 45 years 

in age to assist the City in determining if the Property is eligible for listing as a local landmark.   

The HRE is based on specific guidelines and evaluation criteria of the CRHR (14 CCR §15064.5 and PRC§ 

21084.1) and the CityΩǎ historic preservation ordinances and guidelines. The following HRE was completed by 

95{ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ {ǘŀŎŜȅ 5Ŝ {ƘŀȊƻΣ aΦ!ΦΣ ǿƘƻ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΩǎ 

qualification standards in Architectural History and History, and Cultural Resource Specialist Bee Thao, M.A. 

in Cultural Resource Management. The results of the HRE are presented herein.  

PROPERTY LOCATION 

The 11-acre Property (APN 097-15-033) is located at 681 E. Trimble Road in the City of San Jose, Santa Clara 

County, California (Figure 1). The Property is approximately 6.2 miles north of downtown San Jose. The 

Property is bound on the northeast by Coyote Creek Trail, the southeast by Montague Expressway, the 

southwest by Seely Avenue, and the northwest by open farmland.  
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Figure 1. Property location map. 
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REGULATORY SETTING  

The CEQA regulations pertaining ǘƻ άŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ and the City of San Jose regulations are outlined 

below. 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

CEQA and the Guidelines for Implementing CEQA (State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.5) give direction and 

guidance for evaluating properties and the preparation of Initial Studies, Categorical Exemptions, Negative 

Declarations, and Environmental Impact Reports. Pursuant to California State law, the City of San Jose is 

legally responsible and accountable for determining the environmental impact of any land use proposal it 

approves. Cultural resources are aspects of the environment that require identification and assessment for 

potential significance under CEQA (14 CCR 15064.5 and PRC 21084.1).  

There are five classes of cultural resources defined by the State OHP. These are:   

¶ Building: A structure created principally to shelter or assist in carrying out any form of human 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ ! άōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǳƴƛǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ 

as a courthouse and jail or a house and barn. 

¶ Structure: A construction made for a functional purpose rather than creating human shelter. 

Examples include mines, bridges, and tunnels. 

¶ Object: Construction primarily artistic in nature or relatively small in scale and simply constructed. 

It may be movable by nature or design or made for a specific setting or environment. Objects should 

be in a setting appropriate to their significant historic use or character. Examples include fountains, 

monuments, maritime resources, sculptures, and boundary markers.  

¶ Site: The location of a significant event. A prehistoric or historic occupation or activity, or a building 

or structure, whether standing, ruined, or vanished, where the location itself possesses historic, 

cultural, or archaeological value regardless of the value of any existing building, structure, or object. 

A site need not be marked by physical remains if it is the location of a prehistoric or historic event 

and if no buildings, structures, or objects marked it at that time. Examples include trails, designed 

landscapes, battlefields, habitation sites, Native American ceremonial areas, petroglyphs, and 

pictographs. 

¶ Historic District: Unified geographic entities which contain a concentration of historic buildings, 

structures, or sites united historically, culturally, or architecturally.  

According to the California Code of Regulations Section 15064.5, cultural resources are historically significant 

if they are: 

(1)  A resource listed in or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for 

listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (Pub. Res. Code §5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 

4850 et seq.). 

(2)  A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in section 5020.1(k) of the 

Public Resources Code or identified as significant in a historical resource survey meeting the 
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requirements section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, shall be presumed to be historically or 

culturally significant. Public agencies must treat any such resource as significant unless the 

preponderance of the evidence demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally significant. 

(3)  Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency 

determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, 

economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California may be 

considered to be an historical resource, provided the lead agency's determination is supported by 

substantial evidence in light of the whole record. Generally, a resource shall be considered by the 

ƭŜŀŘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ōŜ άƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘέ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 

Register of Historical Resources (Pub. Res. Code, § 5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4852), including the 

following: 

(A) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 

California's history and cultural heritage; 

(B) Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; 

(C) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or 

represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values; or 

(D) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

(4)  The fact that a resource is not listed in or determined to be eligible for listing in the California Register 

of Historical Resources, not included in a local register of historical resources (pursuant to section 

5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code), or identified in a historical resources survey (meeting the 

criteria in section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code) does not preclude a lead agency from 

determining that the resource may be a historical resource as defined in Public Resources Code 

sections 5020.1(j) or 5024.1. 

LOCAL REGULATIONS 

City of San Jose Historic Preservation Ordinance: Municipal Code Chapter 13.48 

The City of San Jose follows municipal code guidelines under Chapter 13.48 of the Municipal Code. 

The HRE will conform with the following:  

¶ Envision San Jose 2040 General Plan;  

¶ Conformance with the Historic Preservation Ordinance; and, 

¶ Conformance with the Secretary of Interior Standards for Historical Documentation. 

METHODS 

The methods used to complete the HRE included extensive research and a historic architectural survey of the 

Property. The research consisted of a review of information obtained in a record search from the Northwest 

Information Center (NWIC) of the California Historical Resource Information System (CHRIS) provided to EDS 

by Basin Research, which is completing an archaeological study of the Property. The information from the 
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NWIC was used to determine if the built environment resources within the Property have been previously 

identified, documented, or evaluated and included a review of the cultural resource inventories listed in the 

section below. EDS also conducted in-person research at the Santa Clara County Assessor/Recorder office, 

the Martin Luther King Jr. Library (California Room), and the Japanese American Museum (JAM) of San Jose, 

and other local historical organizations. EDS also utilized information within the digital files of EDS, including 

Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, historical maps and aerial photographs, and historical records, and conducted 

extensive online research. EDS Principal Architectural Historian Stacey De Shazo, M.A. completed the historic 

architectural survey of the Property to identify the style, form, character-defining features, materials, and 

changes to the built environment. The purpose of the research and survey was to develop a history of the 

Property (i.e., historical context) and identify the potential architectural significance of the built environment 

resources within the Property to determine its historical significance following the CRHR criteria and the 

criteria for a local listing. Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 523 forms were also completed and are 

attached to this report as Appendix A and a City of San Jose Landmark Assessment was also completed as 

Appendix B.  

Cultural Resource Inventories  

As part of the record search, the following inventories were reviewed:  

¶ National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 

¶ California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) 

¶ California Historical Landmarks (CHL) 

¶ California Points of Historical Interest (CPHI) 

¶ California OHP BERD for Santa Clara County (2020)  

¶ City of San Jose Historic Resource Inventory Report (2003)1 

Online Research  

Online research utilized the following sources: 

¶ www.newspapers.com  

¶ www.ancestry.com 

¶ www.calisphere.com (University of California) 

¶ http://www.library.ca.gov/ (California State Library)  

¶ https://cdnc.ucr.edu/ California Digital Newspaper Collection 

¶ https://oac.cdlib.org/ (Online Archive of California) 

The local and online research results are in the Historical Setting section below.  

 

1 Although EDS is aware of a 2022 draft update to the San Jose Historic Context, it had not been finalized when the 

report was first completed in 2021, and updated in 2022. As such, it was not utilized for this HRE.  
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Historical Organizations/ Persons Consulted 

The tables below provide a list of organizations/ individuals contacted for this HRE in 2021 and in 2023. The 

table lists the contact dates, organization/individuals, type of communication and results.  

Table 1: Historical Organizations/ Individual (s) Consulted 

 

2021 

Organization/Individual(s)  
Date (s) 

Type of Communication 

Results 
Emails 

Zoom 

calls 

In-

person 

Japanese American Museum 

(JAM) of San Jose; Jim 

Nagareda 

February 

25, 2021  

X   Email: EDS sent an email on 

February 25, 2021, to the Japanese 

American Museum of San Jose 

about Eiichi Sakauye and the 

Sakauye farm.  On February 25, 

2021, Jim Nagareda replied that he 

could help and to άlet him know 

what EDS is looking forΦέ EDS 

replied to the email on the same 

day, but EDS did not receive any 

further email communication from 

the JAM or Jim Nagareda.2  

Jim Kawaski (stepson of 

Eiichi Sakauye)  

April 03, 

2021 

X   Email: EDS sent an email on April 

03, 2021, to Jim Kawaski, a 

Sakauye family member, to assist 

in verifying the construction dates 

of several buildings within the 

Property, including EDS 6 (Sakauye 

house), EDS 10, and EDS 19. On the 

same day, Jim replied that EDS 6 

was likely built around the 1930s,3 

and EDS 19 was the fruit stand that 

belonged to the Tsukuda family 

(operated by A.J. Tsukuda), who 

also farmed a few acres within the 

Property.   

 

 

2 The non-response from JAM was likely due to Covid-19 lockdowns in effect during this time.  

3 Based on maps, photographs, and additional evidence it was determined by EDS that EDS 6, the Sayauke house was 

constructed in ca. 1920.  



 

Historic Resource Evaluation of a Property located at 681 E. Trimble Road, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California.  6 

 

2023 

Organization/Individual(s)  
Date (s) 

Type of Communication 

Results 
Emails 

Zoom 

calls 

In-

person 

Japanese American Museum 

(JAM) of San Jose 

April 18, 

2023, and 

April 20, 

2023 

X  X Email: On April 18, 2023, EDS 

emailed the JAM of San Jose 

regarding Eiichi Sakauye and the 

Sakauye farm.  

In Person: On April 20, 2023, EDS 

conducted in-person research at 

the JAM, and we obtained 

additional documents and 

photographs of Eiichi Sakauye and 

the Sakauye Farm, which are 

incorporated within the history 

section of this report.  

Martin Luther King Jr. 

Library California Room  

April 18, 

2023, and 

April 20, 

2023 

X  X Email: EDS sent an email on April 

18, 2023, to the California Room 

regarding information about 

Charles Seely, the Seely farm, Eiichi 

Sakauye, and the Sakauye farm. On 

the same day, California Room 

clerk David Zamparral replied with 

information on the available 

resources at the library and library 

hours for EDS to conduct in-house 

research.   

In Person: On April 20, 2023, EDS 

conducted research at the Martin 

[ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎ WǊΦ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ California 

Room. EDS reviewed historical 

maps, primary resources, tax rolls, 

city directories, and books to 

gather information about Charles 

Seely, the Seely farm, Eiichi 

Sakauye, and the Sakauye farm.  
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HISTORICAL SETTING 

The following historic setting includes a brief history of the City of San Jose, the surrounding area, and the 

Property's specific history. The historical setting serves as the context within which the built environment, at 

least 45 years in age within the Property, were assessed for historical significance.  

THE MEXICAN PERIOD (1821 - 1846) 

In 1821, Mexico declared its independence from Spain and took possŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά!ƭǘŀ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ,έ4 marking the 

end of the Spanish period (1769 ς 1821) and the beginning of the Mexican period, also referred to as the 

άǊŀƴŎƘƻέ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛƴ !ƭǘŀ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΦ Lƴ муооΣ ǘƘŜ Mexican government secularized the missions in California, 

and mission-owned land was dissolved. During this time, extraordinary changes occurred throughout Alta 

California, as the Mexican government lacked the strong oversight and military rule previously imposed by 

the Spanish. As such, there were new trade opportunities when foreign ships that Spanish-guarded military 

ports had previously held off could dock and provide a variety of provisions to local settlers throughout 

California. These new provisions, including tea, coffee, sugars, spices, and spirits, as well as various 

manufactured goods, soon made their way into the region; the taxes on these imported goods became the 

main source of revenue for the Mexican government in Alta California. Likewise, products produced in Alta 

California were exported, which bolstered the hide and tallow trade that became the primary business activity 

in Alta California during this time. During this time, the Mexican colonial authorities encouraged the 

settlement of Alta California by providing large land grants called ranchos to politically prominent persons 

loyal to the Mexican government and permitting foreigners to settle the land. As a result, the 20 or so ranchos 

in Alta California during the Spanish period increased to roughly 800 ranchos that varied from 10,000 to 

20,000 acres during the Mexican era. Thirty-ŜƛƎƘǘ ƭŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴǘǎΣ ƻǊ άǊŀƴŎƘƻǎΣέ were issued in Santa Clara Valley 

between 1833 and 1845, with all or parts of each located within the current San Jose city limits. Each rancho 

had a hacienda, which was, in many cases, a self-supporting village composed of the primary rancho 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ƭŀōƻǊŜǊǎΩ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ŎƻǊǊŀƭǎΣ ƎǊƛǎǘ ƳƛƭƭΣ and a tannery, surrounded by vineyards and cultivated fields.5 

By the late 1840s, San Jose had become a bustling town with a general merchandise store, a blacksmith shop, 

a flour mill, a bakery, a salt works, a soap and candle business, and a restaurant/saloon that catered to the 

many newly arriving settlers.6   

During the Mexican period, the subject Property was located within the 6,353-ŀŎǊŜ ǊŀƴŎƘƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άRincón 

de Los Esteros Rancheroέ όƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ά9ǎǘǳŀǊƛŜǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ƻǊ 9ǎǘǳŀǊƛŜǎ .ŜƴŘέ ƛƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘύ (Figure 2). In 1838, the 

ǊŀƴŎƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Wǳŀƴ ά¸ƎƴŀŎƛƻέ !ƭǾƛǎƻ ōȅ ǘƘŜƴ-Governor Juan Bautista Alvarado. Ygnacio was the son 

of Corporal Domingo Alviso, who traveled with his family, including Ygnacio, to Alta California as part of the 

De Anza Party in 1775-1776 to help establish a settlement in Alta California. In the early 1800s, Ygnacio served 

as a soldier in the άSan Francisco Companyέ from 1805 to 1819. During this time, he was married to Maria 

Margarita Bernal, who died in 1928, and in 1830 he married Maria Louisa Peralta, with whom he lived at the 

 
4 Alta California was a polity of New Spain founded in 1769 and became a territory of Mexico after the Mexican War 

of Independence in 1821.  

5  San Jose History, Mexican Period (1822-1846). Electronic document, http://www.sanjosehistory.org/mexican-

period/. Accessed November 12, 2019.  

6 Ibid.  
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rancho. Lƴ мупрΣ ¸ƎƴŀŎƛƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ά!ƭǾƛǎƻέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴŎƘƻ ƭŀƴŘǎΣ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ п miles 

northwest of the Property. Alviso became a prosperous port town where items such as hides, tallows, grains, 

and quicksilver from the New Almaden mines were shipped to areas worldwide.7 Ygnacio died in 1848, leaving 

his considerable estate to his children and grandchildren.  

 

Figure 2. 1859 Plat map of Rincón de Los Esteros Ranchero showing the subject Property.  

HISTORY OF SAN JOSE (1848 ς 1970s)  

The beginning of the American Period in California is marked by the end of the Mexican American War (1846-

1848) in 1848, when the U.S. took possession of Mexican territories, including California, New Mexico, Texas, 

and Arizona in the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1848. The Treaty of Guadalupe 

Hidalgo provided resident Mexicans their American citizenship and guaranteed title to ranchos obtained 

during the Mexican period. However, less than two weeks prior to the signing of the treaty, on January 24, 

мупуΣ WŀƳŜǎ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƎƻƭŘ ŀǘ {ǳǘǘŜǊΩǎ aƛƭƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ DƻƭŘ Rush (1848 

to 1855). Soon the excitement of the Gold Rush and the promise of fertile and abundant land brought 

between 150,000 and 200,000 new settlers to California from all over the U.S. and Scotland, Ireland, England, 

 

7 IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜΣ άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ !ƭǾƛǎƻέΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ !ǇǊƛƭ нΣ нлнмΣ ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƘƛǎǘƻǊȅǎŀƴƧƻǎŜΦƻǊƎκǿǇκƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ-of-

alviso/.   
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Germany, and France.8 9 Many new settlers squatted on land during this time, including Mexican rancho and 

unclaimed land. To quickly resolve Mexican rancho land disputes, the U.S. Congress passed the California Land 

Act of 1851, establishing a three-member Public Land Commission (Commission) to determine the validity of 

prior Spanish and Mexican land grants.10 The act required landowners who claimed title under the former 

Mexican government to file a claim with the Commission within two years. Although the Commission 

eventually confirmed most of the original Mexican land grants, the burden was on landowners to prove their 

title. The cost of litigation forced many rancho owners to sell off some or all their land and stock to newly 

arriving settlers, many of whom had squatted on their land, as well as land speculators and the lawyers they 

hired to defend their land claims in court.11 However, the City of San Jose was unique because some of the 

issues relating to land ownership were previously resolved based on surveys conducted in the late 1840s. In 

1847, the first American survey was completed by William Campbell of the Pueblo lands adjacent to and south 

of the subject Property (see previous Figure 2).12  Those claiming land in the surveyed area were granted the 

legal title, and the alcalde sold the unclaimed landsΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƛƴ мупт ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

the familiar grid of streets in downtown San Jose. Soon after Campbell's initial work, Chester Lyman 

completed a more detailed survey in 1850. At the time of the surveys, the lands between Market Street and 

the Guadalupe River were primarily under Mexican ownership;13 however, soon after the completion of these 

two surveys, the city boundaries extended east of the central Plaza to 8th Street, north to Julian Street, and 

south to Reed Street. During the 1850s, the City's new boundaries extended to about three miles long, 

northwest by southwest, and two miles wide, and reached the southeast border of the Property. Before 

California was admitted to the Union, claims to the pueblo and rancho lands were filed; however, many large 

areas within unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County remained unclaimed.  

In 1850, California was admitted to the Union, and the City of San Jose became the first state capitol. To settle 

debts owed to set up the Legislature and officers of the state, the State of California auctioned off unclaimed 

pueblo lands. In the City of San Jose, this resulted in the organized purchase of the pueblo lands by the San 

Jose Land Company, which was owned by a group of American pioneer settlers in the Santa Clara Valley who 

sought to accumulate as much pueblo and rancho land as possible for speculation.14 Locally, the land company 

 
8 Karen Clay, Property Rights and Institutions: Congress and the California Land Act 1851, The Journal of Economic 

History, Cambridge University Press, 59(01):122-142, March 1999.  
9 Commodore Stockton was also responsible for driving the Mexican forces out of California during the Mexican 

American War. 
10 The Spanish government-controlled California land from approximately 1770 to 1821 and the Mexican government-

controlled California land from 1821 to 1846.  
11 Nancy Olmsted. Vanished Waters: A History of San Francisco's Mission Bay, Mission Creek Conservancy, San 

Francisco, 1986. 

12 Pueblo land was the original European settlement in San Jose in 1777 under Spain (1877-1821) and later Mexico 

(1822 ς 1848), who also established thirty-eight land rancho land grants between 1833 and 1845 in the Santa Clara 

Valley.  

13  Franklin Maggi and Leslie A. G. Dill. Discussion of Potential Conservation Area, Proposed Market-Alamaden 

Conservation Area, Downtown San Jose. Prepared for the City of San Jose by Archives and Architecture and Dill Design 

Group. 2003.  

14 Archives & Architecture, LLC. Greater Gardner Historic Context Survey, May 2011 (updated October 2017).  
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became kƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ CƻǊǘȅ ¢ƘƛŜǾŜǎέΣ15 as some of the land claimed by the San Jose Land Company also 

included disputed land and land previously part of the original city plat laid out in 1847. The City's land was 

ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΦ During this 

time, Steamboats regularly traveled between San Francisco and Alviso, within the former Rincón de Los 

Esteros Ranchero, the central transportation hub for San Jose and the surrounding valley.  

By 1860, the population in San Jose had grown to approximately 3,420, and the city began to undertake 

improvements to infrastructure within the city limits by installing natural gas and sewer services. In 1866, the 

San Jose Water Company (SJWC) was incorporated and began providing water to city residents who were 

otherwise dependent on well water.16 These improvements and the increasing population soon supported a 

small commercial district centered at the intersection of Santa Clara and Market Streets, approximately 6.7 

miles south of the subject Property (Figure 3). During this time, many of the buildings around the intersection 

of Santa Clara and Market streets were still adobe buildings and reflected the Mexican era history of the area; 

however, soon, new buildings were constructed, such as the Santa Clara County Courthouse (1869) (Figure 4) 

that reflected the Euro-American population of the city. In 1864, the construction of the San Francisco and 

San Jose Railroad (later part of the Southern Pacific Railroad) was completed, followed by the completion of 

the Central Pacific line from San Jose to Niles in 1869.17 Like many new towns in California, the first industries 

in San Jose centered around agriculture and canning, with the earliest canning operation started by San Jose 

resident Dr. James Dawson in 1871. The canning industry was second only to fruit orchard farming, which 

dominated the local economy.  

By the early 1870s, the population of the City of San Jose had grown to 9,089, and the business district had 

overflowed onto Second Street (Figure 5). During this time, there was a vibrant Chinatown ǿƛǘƘƛƴ άaŀǊƪŜǘ 

PlazaΣέ at the corner of Market and San Fernando streets, home to at least 500 people of Chinese descent 

who had established a small community with businesses and residences. At this time, the City of San Jose was 

experiencing a wave of anti-Chinese activities that swept through California. Lƴ мутрΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǎŜƴŀǘƻǊǎ 

ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƭŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 5Φ/Φ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ tŀƎŜ !ŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ άǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ 

ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘŜŘ ŦŜƭƻƴǎΣ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ !ǎƛŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ƭŀōƻǊŜǊǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ18 This resulted in a series of 

anti-immigrant laws and practices, ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǿŜŜǇƛƴƎ ά!ƴǘƛ-/ƘƛƴŜǎŜέ ƭŀǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ 9ȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ 

!Ŏǘέ ƻŦ муун ǘƘŀǘ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƭƭ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƭŀōƻǊŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΣ except for students, merchants, 

teachers, travelers, and diplomates.19 20  

 

15 Eugene T. Sawyer. History of Santa Clara County, Historic Record Co.; San Jose Historic Museum Association, 1922. 

16 {ǘŀŎŜȅ 5Ŝ {ƘŀȊƻΦ άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 9Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ /ŀƳōǊƛŀƴ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ олоо 

{Φ .ŀǎŎƻƳ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜΣ {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǊŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀέΣ 9Ǿŀƴǎ ϧ 5Ŝ {ƘŀȊƻΣ [[/ΦΣ нлмсΦ  

17 G. A. Laffey. Historical Overview and Context for the City of San Jose, by Archives & Architecture, 1992. 

18 Adam M. McKeown, Melancholy Order: Asian Migration and the Globalization of Borders, (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 2008) 133-134. 

19 Ibid.  

20 Anti-immigrant laws Congress passed in the late 19th and early twentieth century also included a range of laws 

barring Chinese from securing business licenses (1872), owning real estate (1872, 1913, 1920), wearing queues (1873), 

and walking on sidewalks while carrying loads with pole and baskets (1870), prohibition of interracial marriages in 

California, even women who married Chinese men lost their own U.S. citizenships (1922).  



 

Historic Resource Evaluation of a Property located at 681 E. Trimble Road, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California.  11 

In 1886, the city began planning to modernize its downtown area, which had grown to surround the Chinese 

community within Market Plaza. Throughout the 1880s, citizens and leaders of the City of San Jose gave 

speeches that called for the removal of Chinatown, along with calls for local businesses only to hire white 

ƭŀōƻǊ ƻǊ ŦŀŎŜ ŀ ōƻȅŎƻǘǘΦ hƴ aŀȅ пΣ муутΣ άŀ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƛǊŜΣ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǎŜǘΣ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜϥǎ 

/ƘƛƴŀǘƻǿƴΦέ21 The Market Plaza Chinatown was the largest Chinatown South of San Francisco. It was home 

to families, including Chinese and Chinese-American pioneers who were instrumental in developing the 

economy of Santa Clara County. Within months the community moved a few blocks away and established a 

ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άIŜƛƴƭŜƴǾƛƭƭŜΣέ22 which was also known as άSixth Street Chinatownέ ƻǊ ά{ŀƴ-Doy-

{ŀȅ ¢ƻƴƎ ¸ǳƴ Cƻǿέ ōȅ ƛǘǎ Chinese residents. For the Chinese community of San Jose, Heinlenville provided a 

new start at a time when anti-Chinese laws and regulations were limiting opportunities for many Chinese 

immigrants throughout the U.S. By 1890, a small Japanese settlement, known as άJapantownέ, was 

established adjacent to Heinlenville. Japantown included businesses (Figure 7) and residences and was also 

the location of service centers for hiring Japanese immigrant farm laborers. According to an Anthropological 

Studies Center report completed in 2008,23 άǊelations between the two communities were cordial, even if 

there was little active socializing.έ One of the first Chinese stores within Chinatown to extend credit to the 

Japanese in the 1890s was the Tuck Wo general merchandise store in Heinleville, where they frequented local 

Chinese restaurants.  

During the 1880s, the City of San Jose continued to grow, and in 1881 city services were expanded to include 

gas and electric services provided by several small independent gas and electric companies, one of which 

constructed an electrical light tower at the intersection of Market and Santa Clara streets, around Market 

Plaza (Figure 8). In 1887, Samuel Bishop built the first electric streetcar line between San Jose and Santa Clara. 

In 1889, a new city hall was erected in the middle of Market Plaza, where the first Chinatown once stood, and 

in 1893, a new post office was constructed. In 1891, the electric street cars were converted to overhead 

electrical trolley lines, and in 1905 an Interurban Railroad was installed, which provided access to neighboring 

towns of Saratoga, Campbell, and Los Gatos. The availability of passenger transportation during the 1880s 

and 1890s allowed for residential growth in outlying areas outside of the city center, and as the town's 

population grew, residential neighborhoods were located further away from the city center, and the vitality 

of the downtown area declined.  

In the early 1900s, the San Jose city boundaries expanded further as its residents acquired automobiles. By 

the 1920s, downtown San Jose became the center of the automobile trade in Santa Clara County, bringing 

business back downtown. The 1920s in San Jose saw continued growth in population, and the city limits 

continued to expand into the surrounding agricultural area, including areas near the subject Property, as 

orchard farms were replaced with new residential developments. By 1928 all the city streets in San Jose had 

been paved, and the old wooden bridges were replaced with concrete bridges (Figure 9). The late 1920s also 

 

21 ¢ŜȄǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƘŜ .ǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜ /Ƙƛƴŀǘƻǿƴέ ƳŀǊƪŜǊΣ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфутΦ  

22 Heinlenville was named for its owner and benefactor, John Heinlen, who support the Chinese, and offered up his 

own property for the new location where Chinese and Chinese Americans relocated after the first Chinatown in Market 

Plaza burned down in 1887.  

23  Anthropological Studies Center, άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ IŜƛƴƭŜƴǾƛƭƭŜκ{ŀƴ WƻǎŞ 

/ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ¸ŀǊŘ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нллуΦ  
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saw highway improvements with the construction of the Bayshore Highway (U.S. Route 101) in Santa Clara 

County in 1927, the widening of the San Francisco and Oakland highways from 1929 to 1932, and the 

realigning and widening of what was then known as Santa Cruz Highway (present-day Highway 17). The new 

roads increased the use of automobiles for travel, and by the 1930s, the streetcar lines were abandoned and 

replaced by private bus lines. By 1930, the population in San Jose had grown from 28,900 in 1910 to 57,700, 

due mainly to the continued annexation of surrounding agricultural land in the early twentieth century.  

The 1940s brought significant change to the U.S. and residents of San Jose when on December 7, 1941, Japan 

bombed Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and the U.S. declared war with Japan, marking the entrance of the U.S. into 

World War II (WWII). Suspecting potential spies within the Japanese American population, the U.S. 

government quickly enacted a series of measures to restrict the travel of Japanese Americans to the U.S. and 

Hawaii. On February 19, 1942, President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 1066, which authorized the 

internment of 120,000 people of Japanese descent, including Nisei, who were Japanese Americans born to 

Japanese parents, and Issei, who were the first generation of Japanese to immigrate to the U.S., in 11 camps 

located across seven states. In March 1942, the Japanese American communities throughout San Jose were 

ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ άǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜέ ǘƻ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ sent to the assembly center at 

Tanforan for assignment to internment camps (Figure 10). Those interned in 1942 were Eiichi Sakauye and 

the Sakauye family, who are associated with the subject Property.  

After WWII ended in 1945, the Japanese residents of San Jose returned after being interned in camps in the 

U.S. from 1942 to 1945. The War Relocation Authority (WRA) gave each person $25 in cash and a train or bus 

ticket back to their hometowns. Some residents returning to San Jose found their belongings stored by 

churches or trusted neighbors. In contrast, others discovered their homes and businesses in disarray, and 

their things were often stolen or broken.24 Of the many Japanese residents returning from the internment 

camps, many were unable to stay with relatives and friends or find decent available housing and often ended 

up in hostels, sleeping at local churches, or on farms. Though the Japanese American population on the West 

Coast had nearly returned to pre-WWII population levels by 1950, it was a different community than before 

WWII. The end of WWII also saw the return of U.S. soldiers, and the City of San Jose grew from 68,500 people 

in 1940 to 95,000 in 1950. The 1950s also saw job growth related to new industries, including the electronic 

and defense industries, which by the 1960s, had become the economic base of Santa Clara County and 

resulted in {ŀƴ WƻǎŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Řƻǳōƭing to approximately 200,000 residents.25 Between 1960 and 1975, 

with the continued annexation of surrounding agricultural land, the population of San Jose increased from 

200,000 to over 500,000, and the city saw the once vibrant agricultural areas developed for commercial and 

industrial use, as well as new residential housing in support of the developing high-tech industry that became 

known as "Silicon Valley."  

 

24 WŀƳŜǎ / ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ YŜƴǘ {ŜŀǾŜȅΦ άDƛƭǊƻȅ ¸ŀƳŀǘƻ Iƻǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tƭŀŎŜǎ bƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέΣ 

(NR#95000996), Washington, DC: National Park Service, 1995. 

25 Archives & Architecture. County of Santa Clara Historic Context Statement. Prepared for the County of Santa Clara. 

December 2004, Revised 2012. 
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Figure 3. 1868 photograph of downtown San Jose facing north/ northeast from the dome of the original Santa 

Clara County courthouse on First Street (left side of the photograph) in San Jose (courtesy of the Martin Luther 

King Jr. Library, California Room).  

 

Figure 4. 1869 photograph of the first Santa Clara County Courthouse (courtesy of the Martin Luther King Jr. 

Library, California Room). 
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Figure 5Υ мутр .ƛǊŘΩǎ ŜȅŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜΣ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘΦ  

 

Figure 6. In 1886, the Property was located outside the City of San Jose northern city limits (red arrow).  
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Figure 7. ca. 1900 photograph ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hƪƛǘŀ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛƴ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜΩǎ WŀǇŀƴǘƻǿƴ όŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ California 

History Center Archives). 

 

Figure 8. 1910 photograph of the San Jose Electric Light Tower (courtesy of the Martin Luther King Jr. Library, 

California Room). 
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Figure 9. ca. 1928 photograph of downtown San Jose looking east, with Santa Clara Avenue to the left and Market 

Street on the right (courtesy of the Martin Luther King Jr. Library, California Room).  

 

Figure 10. State of California notice of evacuation to all persons of Japanese ancestry living in Santa Clara County, 

May 23, 1942 (Calisphere.org). 
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY AGRICULTURE HISTORY (1850Sς1970S) 

As early as the 1850s, new Santa Clara Valley settlers realized ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ 

foremost agricultural regions. By the late 1860s, the Santa Clara Valley was mainly planted with grain crops, 

ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŜŀǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ол҈ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǿƘŜŀǘ ŎǊƻǇ ƛƴ мурпΦ26  Throughout the 1870s, 

the fertile valley remained a wheat and grain capital, where the growing wine industry thrived, as many 

settlers planted vineyards within the lush soil. Although vineyards and wineries continue to be a part of the 

{ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǊŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ base today, wheat and grain crops soon proved incapable of withstanding the 

occasional drought years in the Santa Clara Valley. By the early 1880s, fruit orchards began replacing grain 

crops, marking the beginning of a significant period of orchard farming in the region. By the late 1880s, wheat 

and barley were almost totally abandoned, and orchard crops, such as apricots, plums, prunes, and cherries, 

became the dominant agricultural crop. The rise in orchard farming was a need for fruit processing plants, 

and several canneries and fruit processing facilities were soon established in the Santa Clara Valley. The fruit 

orchard and packing industry expanded with the construction of the Southern Pacific Railroad line and the 

South Pacific Coast Railroad, which facilitated the transportation of products to cities and states throughout 

the U.S., as well as ports that shipped canned fruit overseas and rail spurs were constructed at canneries and 

fruit processing plants to allow for easy loading. Many Chinese, Japanese, and Italian immigrants arriving in 

the U.S. in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries traveled to California in search of opportunities 

in the soil-rich agricultural areas and booming cities.  

Throughout the early twentieth century, fruit and nut orchards dominated the landscape within the Santa 

Clara Valley, including the subject Property, with peak fruit production occurring from the 1900s to the 1940s, 

with the highest production occurring in the 1920s. Increasing land prices and various agriculture costs then 

put pressure on large landowners to sell their agricultural land for development. During this time, orchard 

land throughout Santa Clara County was subdivided to allow for smaller farmers to cultivate land that was as 

little as three ŀŎǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ άƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ΨŦǊǳƛǘ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΩέ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ produced one type of fruit.27 

During this time, a large amount of fruit production, canneries, and fruit packing companies occupied the area 

around the Santa Clara Valley, including 18 canneries, 13 dried-fruit packing houses, and 12 fresh-fruit and 

vegetable shipping firms around the region operating during the 1920s and 1930s. During this time, Santa 

/ƭŀǊŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ IŜŀǊǘΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘΣέ and the number of fruit orchards rapidly 

increased. Large farms that evolved in the nineteenth century had given way to small farms specializing in 

specific crops. During this time, a typical fruit farm ranged from just three to fifty acres, allowing farming 

opportunities for more residents.  

By the 1940s, Santa Clara Valley fruit production began to change as the agricultural land in the Santa Clara 

Valley and the City of San Jose gave way to suburban housing. New residential developments were 

constructed in and around San Jose throughout the 1950s and 1960s. During this time, the orchardist and 

farmers on land surrounding the City of San Jose saw the annexation of their land by the city, which then 

brought encroaching suburban development, including commercial buildings and residential housing. By 

the late 1950s and throughout the 1960s, residential development continued to increase as the need for 

 
26 Archives & Architecture, LLC, Heritage Resources Inventory, Prepared for the City of Saratoga, 2009, 22. 
27 Ibid.  
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housing for Lockheed employees and other new industries grew, replacing most of the orchard-covered 

land throughout Santa Clara Valley with industrial and commercial buildings, and residential subdivisions.28  

JAPANESE IN SANTA CLARA VALLEY 

The subject Property is associated with Japanese immigrant Yuwakichi Sakauye (Issei), who was a Japanese 

farmer who arrived in Santa Clara Valley in 1900, and second-generation Japanese American farmer Eiichi 

ά9Řέ Sakauye (Nisei). The following section provides a context related to Japanese immigration in the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth century and Japanese farming in the Santa Clara Valley. 

Japanese Immigration   

On July 8, 1853, at the direction of U.S. President Millard Fillmore, American Commodore Matthew Perry led 

four ships into the harbor at Tokyo Bay to return shipwrecked Japanese sailors and request that Americans 

stranded in Japan be returned to the U.S.; however, Perry was also tasked to establish contact with the 

Japanese government for the first time in over 200 years to establish trade between Japan and the western 

world.29 During this time, Japanese citizens were, for the most part, not allowed to migrate from Japan to the 

U.S. or anywhere else in the western world; however, once the trade was established between the U.S. and 

Japan, the first Japanese immigrants began slowly arriving in Hawaii during in the 1860s. By the 1880s, the 

Japanese government began allowing more citizens, mainly unemployed people or poor peasants, to 

emigrate to the U.S. mainland. Many ended up in California because the need for cheap labor was great due 

to recent Federal legislation that excluded further Chinese immigration to the U.S. This created demands for 

new immigrant labor to support the booming agricultural economy in Santa Clara County. In addition, the 

railroad industry recruited large numbers of Issei ςor first-generation immigrants- from Hawaii and Japan to 

help build rail lines needed to support the growing agricultural commerce. 

By the 1890s, the number of Japanese immigrating to the mainland and California increased rapidly, and this 

continued until 1907, when the U.S. government prohibited further immigration to the mainland from Hawaii. 

Then, the number of Japanese immigrating to the mainland decreased dramatically. By 1900, although there 

were fewer than 25,000 Japanese living in the U.S., they formed small communities scattered up and down 

the Pacific coast, including within the City of San Jose and Santa Clara Valley. In the 1890s and early 1900s, 

the Issei, or first-generation Japanese immigrants, in California, often followed άǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪέ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ other 

immigrant laborersτthe Chinese, Filipinos, or southern Europeans. They worked either throughout the 

Sacramento Delta area and the Central Valley or within the coastal valleys to the south near Salinas and San 

Luis Obispo. They were aiding the Japanese in finding work in the service centers within the Japanese 

communities, such as Japantown in downtown San Jose, where immigrants were contracted to work on farms. 

At this time, Japanese labor was welcomed in the U.S. as an alternative to Chinese labor.  

Japanese Farmers in Santa Clara Valley 

During the early 1900s, the large availability of land allowed some Japanese Americans to buy property at a 

fair cost and begin tending it for agriculture. Japanese-owned farms often focused on fruit production, such 

 
28 Archives & Architecture, LLC, Heritage Resources Inventory, City of Saratoga, 2009, 47. 

29 Department of State, Office of the Historian, accessed March 15, 2021, https://history.state.gov/milestones/1830-

1860/opening-to-japan.  
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as apricot, cherry, pear, prunes, and vegetable or commercial flower production.30 During this time, Santa 

Clara Valley continued to develop its fertile agricultural land with a focus on fruit and walnut orchards, and 

the Southern Pacific Railroad and South Pacific Coast Railroad lines throughout the area continued to facilitate 

the transport of fruit among various levels of production, from the orchardists to the canneries to the 

consumers. .ȅ ǘƘŜ мфмлǎΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǇŜǎΣ ŎƛǘǊǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ 

variety of other fruits, which allowed for the growth of other industries, such as canning, packing, food 

ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƻƴ Japanese laborers 

and Japanese farmers. However, the Japanese, like the Chinese before them, were subjected to anti-

immigrant sentiments, including acts of harassment and violence. As a result of pressure from states, in 1907, 

the U.S. government made a non-binding agreement with Japan to stop the immigration of male laborers to 

the U.S. Although Japanese immigration was reduced and despite discriminatory legislation such as 

/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ !ƭƛŜƴ [ŀƴŘ [ŀǿǎ ƛƴ мфмо ŀƴŘ мфнл that intended to prevent Japanese ownership of land, some 

Japanese immigrants, such as Yuwakichi Sakauye, who was Eiichi Sakauye's father, had acquired land in Santa 

Clara County prior to the restrictions placed on Japanese immigrants.  

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, the role of the Nikkei31 farmers in the Santa Clara Valley agricultural 

industry grew significantly, and soon Japanese farmers were producing most of the tomato and spinach crops 

in San Jose. Other important crops produced by the Japanese farmers were strawberries, celery, and fruit 

such as pears, apples, and prunes. During this time, Japanese farms were clustered in various regions 

throughout Santa Clara Valley, including areas along Trimble Road, North First Street, Alviso, Agnew, and 

Berryessa; the subject Property on Trimble Road is in the area known as Alviso. By 1940, Japanese farmers 

were well-established members of the farming community of San Jose, with some 25 percent of Japanese 

farmers owning the land they farmed.  

PROPERTY HISTORY  

As part of the record search and literature search, EDS reviewed Property owner and occupancy information 

available at the Santa Clara County Assessor/Recorder office, the Martin Luther King Jr. Library, California 

Room, and consulted with local repositories, including the Japanese American Museum of San Jose and 

individuals to assist in providing records associated with the Property. EDS also conducted online research 

and reviewed documents on file with EDS, including historical maps, photographs, and other documents, to 

determine the ownership and occupancy history of the Property.  The results are provided in the section 

below.   

According to Thompson ŀƴŘ ²ŜǎǘΩǎ 1876 map of Santa Clara County, the Property was part of a 120-acre 

parcel owned by Joseph W. Briggs (Figure 12). Joseph was born in 1832 in New York but resided in Ohio for 

much of his childhood. He married his wife, Mary J. Oldes, in 1854 before moving to Santa Clara County in 

1873.  Joseph had already established himself as an orchardist and fruit farmer. Within the 120-acre 

property, in the area that was commonly known as Midway within the Alviso Township,32 Joseph planted 

 
30 Department of State, Office of the Historian, accessed March 15, 2021, https://history.state.gov/milestones/1830-

1860/opening-to-japan. 

31 The term Nikkei refers to all generations of Japanese immigrants and their descendants. 

32 Midway was one of the schools and residentials districts withing the Alviso township.  
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fifty acres of plums and prunes, twenty acres of pears, ten acres of apples, twelve acres of cherries, with six 

acres of raspberries, and five of strawberries, with the rest of the acreage used for pasture. Joseph died in 

1887. 33 34  

 

Figure 11. ca. 1873 Hoffman and Whitney map showing the Property within Rancho Rincon del los Esteros. 

 

33 /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ά5ŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ WΦ ²Φ .ǊƛƎƎǎέΣ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜ ²eekly Mercury, April 23, 1887. 

34 Ancestry.com. Santa Clara County, California [database on-line]. Provo, UT: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2005. 
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Figure 12. Thompson 1876 map showing the Property within J.W. BrƛƎƎΩǎ мнл-acre land (Calisphere.org). 

The following table provides the Seely family history, including the ca. 1880 Seely house, ca. 1890 barn, ca. 

1920 cottage, and ca. 1930 pump house within the Property from ca. 1880 to ca. 1945.  

Table 2. Seely family ownership history. 

Year Owners/Occupants  Additional Details 

ca. 1880-1892 

 

 

 

 

Owners: Charles Raymond 

(C.R.) and Selina Southern 

Seely 

 

 

 

 

¶ In the early 1880s, Charles and Selina owned the 120-acre 

parcel, including the 11-acre Property (Figure 13). Although it 

cannot be confirmed through primary or secondary source 

records, it appears that Charles and Selina had the ca. 1880 

Seely house and ca. 1890 barn constructed within the 

property after they purchased the land from the Briggs 

family.  

¶ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜƭƛƴŀΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƎǊŜǿ 

various fruits, such as prunes, peaches, oranges, and 

vegetables, including carrots and beets. Although Charles 

built the ca. 1880 house and ca. 1890 barn, Charles and Selina 

did not reside on the Property, instead Charles and Selina 

lived on Bascom Avenue within a 48-acre property where 

they had a fruit and nut orchard farm, including apricots, 

prunes, peaches, plums, cherries, walnuts, almonds, and figs 
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35  Caroyln Feroben, ά¢ƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƻŦ IŜŀǊǘΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ, Alviso TownshipέΣ aŀǊƛǇƻǎŀ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦƴŜǘΣ 

https://www.mariposaresearch.net/santaclararesearch/SCBIOS/crseeley.html (accessed 04/19/2023). 
36 bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΦŎƻƳΣ άIŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƭƻǇŜΣ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ {ŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜŎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ! /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϷнлΣлллέΣ ¢ƘŜ {ŀƴ 

Francisco Examiner, July 29, 1892. 
37 /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ {ŜŜƭȅ {ŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ {ŀƴ WƻǎŜ Mercury News, July 29, 1892. 
38 Ancestry.com. U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995. 
39 California Digital Newspaper Collection, ά!ǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέ, San Jose Mercury News, August 2, 1892. 
40 Ancestry.com. Geneanet Community Trees Index.  

(Figure 14).35 During the time, the occupants of the ca. 1880 

Seely house within the Property is unknown.  

¶ Charles was born in Cattaraugus County, New York, in 1830. 

At 19 years old, Charles established his own farming business 

in New York. He married Selina Southern in Iowa in 1849.36 

They had eight children: Martin, Mary Belle, Hattie, George 

B., Gertrude, Charles R. Jr., Alice, and Lillie.   

¶ In 1853, Charles first traveled to California by sea way via the 

Isthmus route to San Francisco. He resided briefly in San 

Francisco but later moved to Dorado County, where he 

purchased a hay farm. However, after only one year, he 

abandoned his hay business and started a business hauling 

freight supplies to miners. In 1855 Charles moved back to 

Iowa and remained there until 1857. Between 1857 and 

1869, Charles moved his family between California and Iowa 

twice before permanently settling in Solano, then Stanislaus 

County in 1869. By the mid-1880s, Charles and Selina had 

moved permanently to San Jose.  

¶ In 1892, Charles and Selina separated but remained married.  

During this time, the 11-acre Property was mortgaged to pay 

Selina a $19,000 settlement.37 Although Charles and Selina 

still owned the property, neither Charles nor Selina lived 

within the property, and it is unclear who lived in the ca. 1880 

Seely house during this time. Instead, Charles lived at 383 

North 5th Street, San Jose (Figure 15) and Selina lived on 

Bascom Avenue.38 

¶ In 1892, Charles along with his sons, George and Charles Jr., 

brother W.V. Seely, and W.E. Crossman and Walter H. Field 

established the Seely Orchard Company, which specialized in 

farming, canning, drying, and preserving fruits.39  

¶ No additional information about the Seely Orchard Company 

was found. Selina died in 1894 and sole ownership of the 

property appears to have passed to Charles Seely.40  

1894-1907 

 

Owner: Charles Raymond 

(C.R.) Seely 

¶ In 1894 Charles became the sole owner of the 120-acre 

property, including the 11-acre Property where the ca. 1880 

Seely house and ca. 1890 barn are located.   

¶ In 1895, Charles married Mildred Elizabeth ά9ƭƛȊŀέ Sarsfield. 



 

Historic Resource Evaluation of a Property located at 681 E. Trimble Road, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California.  23 

 
41 Ancestry.com. California, U.S., County Birth, Marriage, and Death Records, 1849-1980 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, 

USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2017. 
42 New roads or country/county roads within agricultural areas were often named for adjacent farms or for land that 

was previously owned by an individual who then donated their land or a portion for the development of a road.  
43 Find a Grave.com, Charles Raymond Seely, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/209865601/charles-raymond-

seely. 
44 Ancestry.com. 1910 United States Federal Census. 
45 Ibid. 

At the time of their marriage, Eliza had one son, Edgar Smith, 

from a previous marriage. Charles and Eliza had two children 

together, Carrie and Edward.41  In ca. 1895 Charles moved to 

property with Eliza, and their two children. This was the first 

time Charles lived within the property. 

¶ In 1906, Charles subdivided the 120-acre parcel into 10 

parcels known as the Seely Tract.  During this time the 

Property was part of lots 6 and 7 (Figure 16), and Seely 

Avenue was created. During this time, Seely Avenue was a 

dead-end road that stretched from Trimble Road to the end 

of the Seely Tract.42  

¶ In 1907, a portion of the current 11-acre Property (known as 

lot 7) was sold to Yuwakichi Sakauye, a Japanese immigrant 

farmer. Charles continues to maintain a portion of the 11-

acre Property (as lot 6), which included the ca. 1880 ά{ŜŜƭȅέ 

house and ca. 1890 barn, where he operated a prune 

orchard.  

¶ Charles died in 1907,43 and Eliza and her children, Edgar, 

Edward, and Carrie continued living in the ca. 1880 Seely 

house. However, they did not inherit the land, instead they 

purchased it from the Charles Seely estate.  

¶ During Charles life, he only lived within the ca. 1880 Seely 

House for about 12 years, from ca. 1895 to 1907.  

1907-1922 Owner: Mildred Elizabeth 

ά9ƭƛȊŀέ Sarsfield Seely 

¶ After Charles died, in 1907, Eliza purchased a portion of the 

Property, known as lot 6, which included the ca. 1880 Seely 

house and ca. 1890 barn, from the estate of Charles Seely for 

$3,000. During ElizaΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǎƘŜ lived in the ca. 1880 

house with her sons, Edgar, and Edward Seely, and operated 

her portion of the Property as a farm.44 During this time, 

Edgar worked as brakeman for the railroad industry.45 

¶ In 1917, the address of a portion of the Property (known as 

lot 6), which included the ca. 1880 Seely house and ca. 1890 

barn was Route A, Box 402 Trimble Road and άпр ¢ǊƛƳōƭŜ 

wƻŀŘέ (Figure 17). 

¶ Eliza was born in 1862 in Iowa. In the 1880s, Eliza married 

Henry John Smith, but they divorce in the 1890s. Together, 

Eliza and Henry had one child, Edgar H. Smith. In 1895 Eliza 
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46 Ancestry.com. California, U.S., County Birth, Marriage, and Death Records, 1849-1980. 
47 Ancestry.com. U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995. 
48 bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΦŎƻƳΣ ά.ƻǳƭŘŜǊ /ǊŜŜƪ DƛǊƭ aŀǊǊƛŜǎέΣ {ŀƴǘŀ /ǊǳȊ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ bŜǿǎΣ aŀȅ лнΣ млноΦ 
49 Ancestry.com. California, U.S., Death Index, 1940-1997. 
50 Ancestry.com. U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 

Operations, Inc., 2010. 

51 Various research at the Martin Luther King Jr., Library, California Room.  

married Charles when he was 64 years old, and she was 32 

years old.46   

¶ Eliza died in 1927. 

1922-1945 Owners: Edward Mack Seely 

and Edgar Hubert Smith  

¶ In 1922 Eliza deed a portion of the Property known as lot 6 to 

her sons, Edward Seely and Edgar Smith. At the time, the 

address of the ca. 1880 Seely house was ά45 Trimble Roadέ 

within the City of San Jose. Edgard and Edward initially lived 

on the farm and worked their portion of the Property in the 

1920s; however, by the 1930s, Edgar had moved to a 

property on Alum Rock, route 3, box 940 in San Jose.47 

However, Edward remained living within lot 6 of the 11-acre 

Property, which at this time, included the ca. муул ά{ŜŜƭȅέ 

house, ca. 1890 barn, ca. 1920 cottage, and ca. 1930 pump 

house. According to research conducted at the California 

Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. Library, Edward 

established a pear orchard on their portion of the Property.  

¶ Edgar was born in 1888 in California to Mildred Elizabeth 

ά9ƭƛȊŀέ {ŀǊǎŦƛŜƭŘ and Henry John Smith. In 1923, Edgar 

married Irene Pilger in Boulder Creek.48 Edgar and Irene had 

four children, Florence, Thelma, June, and Patty. Edgar died 

1945.49 At this time, it appears that Edward became the sole 

owner of the lot 6.  

¶ Edward was born in 1896 within the Midway District of the 

Alviso Township of San Jose.  When World War I (WWI) broke 

out in 1914, Edward enlisted in the military. During this time, 

he entrusted the care of his ailing mother, to his half-brother 

Edgar and neighbors Yuwakichi and Tamee Sakauye.50 After 

the war ended in 1918, Edward married Mildred French, who 

was born in San Jose. In 1927, Edward and Mildred moved 

onto the Seely property, living in the ca. 1880 Seely house 

(Figure 18). By 1950, Edward and Mildred had two children, 

Betty Ann, and Edward E. 

¶ After WWII ended, ca. 1945, Edward appears to have rented 

out and also sold a portion of the 11-acre Property known as 

lot 6, to Sakauye family - including the ca. 1880 Seely house, 

ca. 1890 barn, ca. 1920 cottage, and ca. 1930 pump house to 

Walter and Irma and Edward moved to 790 Locus Street in 

the City of Santa Clara and continued working as a farmer.51 

Thought it is not clear if he continued to farm lot 6 within the 
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Figure 13. ca. 1889 Wislocki Map showing the subject Property within the 120-acre parcel owned by Charles (C.R.) 

Seely (Calisphere.org). 

 

52 Ancestry.com. California, U.S., Death Index, 1940-1997.  

53 bƻ !ǳǘƘƻǊΣ άhŀƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ CŀǊƳέΣ https://mendolake.localfoodmarketplace.com/Producer/089546ef-96ec-4103-9983-

f0ee170ac2f3, accessed 03/20/2023.  

11-acre Property.  

¶ By 1955 Edward and Mildred moved to Lake County after 

purchasing the Lewis R. Don pear orchard and established the 

Seely Orchard and Seely farm stand on Highway 20. While in 

Lake County, Edward was active in the community and was a 

member and director in several organizations including the 

California Canners and Growers, and The West Lake Soil 

Conservation District.  

¶ Edward died in 1989 and Mildred died in 1980.52 Seely 

Orchard and Seely Farm Stand in Lake County continued to be 

operated by the Seely family ŀŦǘŜǊ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ The 

orchard and farm are currently operated by his great-

granddaughter Jessica Rentsch. The name of the orchard and 

farm was changed to Oak Valley Farm in 2012.53   
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Figure 14. The house on Bascom Avenue that Charles and resident in 1886 (courtesy of Martin Luther King Jr. Library, 

California Room). 

 

Figure 15Φ муфо ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻōōŜǊȅ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƴƻǊǘƘ рǘƘ Street (courtesy of California 

Digital Newspaper Collection, San Jose Mercury, March 6, 1893). 
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Figure 16. 1906 Advertisement by Charles for prune pickers for the Seely farm (courtesy of California Digital 

Newspaper Collection. 

 

Figure 17. 1914 State Map showing the Property within a portion of lots 6 and 7 (in red) (courtesy of Stanford 

University Library). 
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Figure 18. 1929 Santa Clara County Map (by McMillian and McMillian) with the Property (in red), with lot 7 at 9.2-

acres and lot 6 at 9.8-acres (courtesy of Sandford University Library).  

The following table provides the Sakauye family's history associated with current built environment resources 

within the Property during their ownership of subject Property from 1907 to 2011.  

 
54  ¢ƘŜ !ƭƛŜƴ [ŀƴŘ [ŀǿ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ мфмо ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƴƎ άŀƭƛŜƴǎέ όƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜύ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ōǳȅƛƴƎ 

and owning land. Many Chinese and Japanese families would buy properties and land under the name of their 

American-born children. 
55 .ŜǘƘ ²ȅƳŀƴΣ ά9Ř {ŀƪŀǳȅeΣ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜ ƻŦ 9ƛƛŎƘƛ ά95έ {ŀƪŀǳȅŜέΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ tƛƻƴŜŜǊǎΦŎƻƳΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ 

3, 2021.  
56 Calisphere.org, Dr. Joe Yasutake, Interview Eiichi Sakauye, July 25, 1997, to October 4, 1997, accessed March 22, 

2021.  
57 Ibid.  

Year Owners/Occupants  Additional Details 

1907 to 1935 Owners: Yuwakichi and 

Tamee Sakauye  

  

¶ In 1907, Charles Seely sold a portion of the Property (lot 7), to 

Yuwakichi Sakauye, six years prior to the Alien Land Law of 

1913.54 55 56   

¶ Yuwakichi was born in 1874 in the Wakayama-Ken prefecture 

in Southern Japan. In 1900, he left Japan, heading first to 

Vancouver, British Columbia, where he worked in the railroad 

industry for a short period before immigrating to San Jose, 

California where he joined up with family members already 

living in the city.57  
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58 Timothy J. Lukes, and Gary Y. Okihiro, Japanese Legacy: Farming and Community Life in California's Santa Clara 

Valley, 1985.  pg. 30. 
59 Ibid.  
60  Densho Digital Archive, https://ddr.densho.org/media/ddr-jamsj-2/ddr-jamsj-2-7-10-transcript-49982b1f90.htm, 

accessed April 12, 2023.  
61 Timothy J. Lukes, and Gary Y. Okihiro, Japanese Legacy: Farming and Community Life in California's Santa Clara 

Valley, 1985.  pg. 30. 
62  Ancestry.com. California, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records, 1843-1999 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 

Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2014. 
63 Dr. Joe Yasutake, Interview Eiichi Sakauye, July 25, 1997, to October 4, 1997, accessed via Calisphere.org. 

Year Owners/Occupants  Additional Details 

¶ Upon his arrival in San Jose, Yuwakichi participated in 

sharecropping farming on North First Street, growing and 

selling strawberries. In 1902, Yuwakichi and two other men 

named Kino and Nakamura formed the NKS Company (Figure 

19 and Figure 20).58 The NKS Company and others, such as 

the Kino Company, were partnership firms created by men 

from the same prefecture (ken) in Japan. These companies 

would lease or buy large areas of land for farming and then 

would lease a few acres to individual families to farm. The 

NKS Company along with a similar company called Kino 

Company, established a large sharecrop farm area on Trimble 

Road and created the Trimble Road cluster of 

Japanese/Japanese American farmers. These farms grew 

pears, strawberries, and other fruits before switching to 

vegetables sometime in the late twentieth century.59 60  

¶ From the success of the Trimble Road cluster farming 

business, Yuwakichi was able to purchase part of the 11-acre 

Property where he grew fruits such as pears, and hire 

Japanese bachelor men for $1 a day to help tend the farm.61 

¶ In the 1910 U.S. Federal Census, Yuwakichi is listed as a 

farmer (Figure 21).  

¶ In 1911, Yuwakichi traveled to his homeland in Wakayama-

Ken, Japan, to marry 26-year-old Tamee. Tamee was born in 

1888 in the Wakayama-ken prefecture in Southern Japan.62 

When they arrived in the U.S. in 1911 after their marriage, 

Yuwakichi and Tamee lived in a house (no longer extant) 

within the 11-acre Property where the current ca. 1920 

ά{ŀȅǳŀƪŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΦ  

¶ In 1912, Yuwakichi and Tamee had their first child, Eiichi, 

born within the 11-acre Property.63 Tamee and Yuwakichi had 

five children, including Eiichi, Kenji, Kimiko, Ayako, and Isao.  

¶ The Sakauye farm was located west of the Seely property and 

in the early 1900s, contained a ca. 1907 house (no longer 

extant), the ca. 1910 barn (extant), and ca. 1900 ancillary 

buildings (no longer extant) (Figure 22 and Figure 23). 
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64 Ibid.   

65 1934 Deed 

66 Ancestry.com. 1940 United States Federal Census. 

67 /ŀƭƛǎǇƘŜǊŜΦƻǊƎΣ ά5ǊΦ WƻŜ ¸ŀǎǳǘŀƪŜΣ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ 9ƛƛŎƘƛ {ŀƪŀǳȅŜέΣ Wǳƭȅ нрΣ мффт ǘƻ hŎǘƻōŜǊ пΣ мффтΦ 

Year Owners/Occupants  Additional Details 

Yuwakichi and his family lived in the ca. 1907 house before 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀΦ мфнл ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέ within the exact 

location of the ca. 1907 house. Several ancillary buildings 

shown in Figure 17 were demolished or moved before ca. 

1920.  

¶ In ca. 1920, Yukakichi and Tamee constructed several new 

buildings within the subject Property, including the ca. 1920 

ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ houseέ (adding a basement in 1941),64 the ca. 1930 

doghouse, ca. 1910 barn (with additions added in the ca. 

1930s and 1940s), ca. 1930 shed, and ca. 1930 pump house.  

1935-1942 Owners: Eiichi Sakauye, Kenji 

Sakauye, Kimiko Sakauye, 

Aiako Sakauye, Isao Sakauye 

¶ In 1934, Yuwakichi and Tamee deed over their portion of the 

11-acre Property known as lot 7 to siblings, Eiichi, Kenji, 

Aiako, Isao, and Kimiko.65 During this time, Eiichi and his 

father worked and operated the Sakauye farm while the 

younger siblings went to school and occasionally help on the 

farm 66 67  

¶ Eiichi attended San Jose High School and graduated from San 

Jose Teachers College (now San Jose State) with a marketing 

degree.  In 1942, President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 

9066, ordering the immediate internment of all personnel of 

Japanese ancestry to government internment camps. 

According to personal conversations with Jim Kawasaki on 

March 5 and April 3, 2021, the Sakauye family allowed many 

of their Japanese and Japanese American neighbors and 

friends to store their belongings within the basement of the 

ŎŀΦ мфнл ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ 

center for interment in 1942.  

¶ Also, before the Sakauye family left their home for 

internment, they took measures to ensure the protection of 

their property by signing ownership of their 20-acre farm, 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀΦ мфнл ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέ ǘƻ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ {ŜŜƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 

latter agreed to take care of the farm for the Sakauye family.  

¶ In the spring of 1942,  Eiichi, Kenji, Kimiko, Ayako, and Isao 

and their parents Yuwakichi, and  Tamee, were interned at 

the Heart Mount, Wyoming, where they lived until their 

release in 1945. Eiichi brought his camera equipment to the 

center and documented life within the camp after being given 

special permission in 1943 (Figure 24, Figure 25, Figure 26, 

and Figure 27). 
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68 Eiichi Edward Sakauye, Heart Mountain. A Photo Essay, AACP, Inc; First Edition (January 1, 2000).  

69 Ibid.  

70 Dr. Joe Yasutake, Interview Eiichi Sakauye, July 25, 1997 to October 4, 1997, accessed via Calisphere.org. 

71 Ancestry.com. 1950 United States Federal Census. 
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Year Owners/Occupants  Additional Details 

1942-1945 Owner: Edward Mac Seely 

(temporary ownership during 

WWII)  

¶ According to a book by άEiichi Edward Sakauyeέ published in 

2000,68 ά9ŘǿŀǊŘ {ŜŜƭȅΣ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ, looked after and 

protected their ranch, living in their house while they were 

gone.έ According to Eiichi, Edward Seely was grateful to the 

{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ mother and his 

property while he was overseas during WWI and unlike many 

others who offered the same to their Japanese neighbors, 

άSeely turned their property back over to them when they 

returned from Wyoming.έ69 

¶ Between 1941 to 1945, while the Sakauye family lived at the 

internment camp at Heart Mount, Wyoming, Edward Seely 

and his wife Mildred lived in the ca. 1920 ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ houseέ 

and helped harvest the Sakauye land.70   

¶ After the Sakauye family moved back to San Jose, Edward 

signed over the portion of the 11-acre Property (lot 7), which 

included the ca. 1920 ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέ back to the Sakauye 

family.  

1945-2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owners: Eiichi Sakauye, Kenji 

Sakauye, Kimiko Sakauye, 

Ayako Sakauye, Isao Sakauye  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ In 1945, Eiichi and his siblings were deed back a portion of 

the 11-acre Property ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀΦ мфнл ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜέ ƘƻǳǎŜ.  

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎΩ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ a portion of the 11-acre 

Property, only Eiichi, Kenji, and Isao work on the Sakauye 

farm with Tamee and Yuwakichi. Kimiko worked as a 

άǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƭ ƳŀƪŜǊέΦ71   

¶ Eiichi, Kenji, and Isao became well-established farmer, and 

agriculturist in the San Jose area and owned multiple land 

and farms totaling to 175-acres.72 Their land was used to 

grow pears, celeries, and bell pepper. The 11-acre Property 

was used to grow Barlett pears. Eiichi also volunteered as a 

consultant to the San Jose Department of Agriculture.73 

¶ Eiichi was born in 1912 on the Sakauye farm in San Jose. He 

was the eldest of five children born to Yuwakichi and Tamee 

Sakauye.74 Kenji was born in 1915 as the second eldest, while 

Kimiko was born in 1918, follow by Ayako in 1920, and Isao in 

1923 as the youngest.  

¶ Eiichi, Kenji, Kimiko, Ayako, and Isao all grew up on the 

Sakauye farm, living most of their lives in the ca. 1920 
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75 /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ tƛƻƴŜŜǊǎΣ 9ƛƛŎƘƛ ά9Řέ {ŀƪŀǳȅŜέΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ aŀǊŎƘ млΣ нлнмΣ ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκŎŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎΦŎƻƳκŀōƻǳǘκŀǳǎǘŜƴ-

warburton-award/eiichi-ed-sakauye/.  
76 /ŀƭƛǎǇƘŜǊŜΦƻǊƎΣ ά5ǊΦ WƻŜ ¸ŀǎǳǘŀƪŜΣ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ 9ƛƛŎƘƛ {ŀƪŀǳȅŜέΣ Wǳƭȅ нрΣ мффт ǘƻ hŎǘƻōŜǊ пΣ мффтΦ 
77  Ancestry.com. California, U.S., Marriage Index, 1949-1959 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 

Operations, Inc., 2013. 
78 Suzuye W. Sakauye, Find A Grave, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/143428596:60525 
79  Ancestry.com. California, U.S., Marriage Index, 1960-1985 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 

Operations Inc, 2007. 
80 Ancestry.com. 1940 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 

2012. 
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ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέΣ except during their incarceration at Heart 

Mount, Wyoming internment camp. (Figure 29). 

¶ During 9ƛƛŎƘƛ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎΩ ownership of the property, they 

built the ca. 1975 barn, ca. 1985 cold storage shed, ca. 1995 

doghouse, 2004 storage building, 2002 garage/storage 

building, 2010 greenhouse, and brought in the ca. 1985 steel 

άŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊέ ǎƘŜŘs for the fruit stand.    

¶ In 1969, Eiichi and his siblings purchased the remaining 

portion of the 11-acre Property, thus becoming owners of the 

entire 11-acre Property by then. This APN of this portion of 

the 11-acre Property was 97-15-001 in 1969. 

¶ Eiichi helped establish the Japanese American Museum of San 

Jose and the Milpitas Historical Museum in the 1970s. He also 

served on the Santa Clara County Historical Heritage 

Commission, Jefferson School Board of Trustee. He was a 

member of the Japanese American Citizen League (JACL), and 

the local branch of the California Pioneer and Santa Clara 

County Pear Association.75Eiichiand Suzuye Wakano married 

in 1949.76 77 Eiichi and Suzuye had two children: Carolyn and 

Jane. Suzuye died in 1974.78   

¶ In the 1970s, Eiichi leased a few acres of land within the 

Sakauye farm to A.J. Tsukuda, who had previously retired but 

decided to get back into farming. A.J., with the help of Eiichi, 

built the ca. 1970 fruit stand from containers and started 

ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ !ŦǘŜǊ !ΦWΦΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

(date unknown), his family continued farming the land and 

selling their produce from the fruit stand at the Sakauye farm.   

¶ Additional information about A.J. was not found. 

¶ In 1975, at 63, Eiichi married his second wife, Marie Kawasaki, 

aged 62.79  

¶ Marie was born in 1917 in San Francisco. She married her first 

husband, Noboru Kawasaki, sometime in the 1930s and had 

four children.80.   
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Figure 19. ca. 1905 photograph showing Japanese men on an NKS farm harvesting strawberries 

(www.returntothevalley.org). 

 
81 Find A Grave, Eiichi Edward Sakauye, accessed March 18, 2020, 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/179136475/eiichi-e-sakauyehi E Sakauye (1912-2005).  
82 Ancestry.com. Web: Western States Marriage Index, 1809-2016. 
83 Ancestry.com. California, U.S., Death Index, 1940-1997. 
84 Ibid. 

Year Owners/Occupants  Additional Details 

¶ Eiichi and Marie lived in the ca. 1920 άSakauye houseέ 

together until Eiichi died in 2005.81 Marie continued to live in 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀΦ мфнл ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέ ǳƴǘƛƭ she died in 2010. 

¶ Additional information about Kenji was not found. 

¶ In 1943 Ayako and Toshio Takahashi married in Utah and 

stayed in Utah82 while the rest of the Sakauye family moved 

back to San Jose in 1945. Ayako died in 1991 in California.83 

¶ Isao and Kiyo Naito married (date unknown) and left for Ohio. 

Isao and Kiyo did not live with on the 11-acre Property after 

moving back to San Jose in 1950. Isao and Kiyo had one child, 

Ronald. Isao died in 2013. 

¶ Kimiko died in 1995 in California.84 Additional information 

about Kimiko was not found. 
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Figure 20. ca. 1905 photograph of Yuwakichi (left) and an unknown man (right) sitting on a wagon loaded with 

strawberries (www.returntothevalley.org). 

 

Figure 21. A ca. 1920 photograph of Yuwakichi harvesting pears within the Sakauye farm 

(www.returntothevalley.org). 
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Figure 22. ca. 1915 photograph of the Sakauye farm showing the first family home (no longer extant) within the 

Property, the ca. 1910 barn (left of the house; extant), and ancillary buildings (no longer extant); and in the 

foreground, the Sakauye family is shown plowing the fields (courtesy of Eiichi Sakauye CHC Archive). 

 

Figure 23. 1920 aerial photograph of the Property (courtesy of U.C. Santa Barbara Library).  
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Figure 24. Photograph was taken by Eiichi of the Sakauye family barracks at the Heart Mountain internment camp 

in 1943.85  

  

Figure 25. 1943 photograph taken by Eiichi of his father Yuwakichi entering the Sakauye family barracks at Heart 

Mountain internment camp.86  

 
85 Eiichi Edward Sakauye, Heart Mountain. A Photo Essay, AACP, Inc; First Edition (January 1, 2000). 
86 Ibid. 
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Figure 26. Photograph ƻŦ 9ƛƛŎƘƛΩǎ ŘŜǎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōŀǊǊŀŎƪǎΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ photographic equipment.87 

 

Figure 27. 1943 photograph of Eiichi harvesting potatoes at Heart Mountain internment camp in Wyoming.88 

 

87 Eiichi Edward Sakauye, Heart Mountain. A Photo Essay, AACP, Inc; First Edition (January 1, 2000).  

88 Ibid. 
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Figure 28. ca. 1945 photograph of Eiichi, Tamee, Yuwakichi, Kimiko, Ayako, and Kenji in front of the ca. 1920 house 

after they were released from the Heart Mountain internment camp (Calisphere.org).  

 

Figure 29. ca. 1945 photograph of Eiichi picking pears within his orchard on the Property (Calisphere.org). 
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 

The architectural styles associated with the built environment resources within the Property are briefly 

described in the section below. The ŎŀΦ муул ά{ŜŜƭȅ ƘƻǳǎŜέ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 9Ǌŀ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ with 

elements of Gothic Revival style, the ca. 1920 ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ houseέ is associated with Spanish Colonial Revival 

architecture, and the ca. 1890 barn is associated with Vernacular architecture; the other buildings are not 

associated with any specific architectural style.  

VICTORIAN ERA ARCHITECTURE (1870 ς 1910) 

Victorian-era architecture is associated with styles and forms that are complex and irregular in the massing, 

materials, and details of modest homes to large mansions. The use of Victorian-era styles in California was 

initially born out of the Industrial Revolution, with the advent of rail transportation, access to national 

markets and growing wealth in the west. The Victorian era embraced new materials and technologies to 

create houses like never seen before. Designers broke away from the symmetry of early American 

architecture and applied decoration liberally, combining features borrowed from many different eras. The 

Victorian era of construction changed the landscape of architecture, not only for California but of the entire 

U.S. and marked an explosion of creative designs and the emergence of intricate, daring forms and 

techniques. Although the Victorian Era ended in 1901 with the death of Queen Victoria, the architectural 

styles associated with this era continued for a short while later in California, as the West Coast was typically 

five or ten years behind the East Coast and Britain in adopting the latest styles of the time. In California, 

several specific styles were popular, such as the Queen Anne, Eastlake, Shingle, Stick, and Folk Victorian 

styles.89  

GOTHIC REVIVAL (1840 ς 1880)  

The Gothic Revival is an architectural movement that began in the 1740s in England. In the early nineteenth 

century, architects and designers were not only utilizing the original Gothic designs but were also reimaging 

the style, which was also known as neo-Gothic) style in contrast to the classical styles, which were prevalent 

at the time. The movement had a significant influence throughout Europe but was also embraced in the U.S. 

From the 1840s to the 1880s, Gothic Revival Architecture was a popular style in the U.S., where it became an 

important style for churches, institutions, and houses. Defining elements of this style often include steep 

pitched central cross gables or gable ends, vertical siding, towers, shallow pointed arches on porches and 

doors, lancet windows, window tracery, finials, pendants, crenelation, and lacy bargeboards.90  

SPANISH COLONIAL REVIVAL  

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ .ŜǊǘǊŀƳ ²Φ DƻƻŘƘǳŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƭŜǘƻƴ aΦ ²ƛƴǎƭƻǿΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мфмр 

Panama-California Exposition in San Diego, California, the popularity of the Spanish Colonial Revival style 

overwhelmed the earlier Mission Revival in many areas, principally California. Drawing from a broader 

spectrum of precedents than the previous style, the Spanish Colonial Revival was employed for nearly all 

 

89 Norma Tyler, Ilene R. Tyler, and Ted J. Ligibel, Historic Preservation, An Introduction to the History, Principals, and 

Practices, New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2009).   
90 V McAlester, and Lee McAlester, A Field Guild to American Houses, New York, Alfred A. Knopf. Munro-Fraser, J.P. 

2013. 
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types of buildingsτsingle and multi-family residential, commercial, and institutionalτand therefore could 

range in height from one to multiple stories. The majority of Spanish Colonial Revival buildings were 

ŀǎȅƳƳŜǘǊƛŎŀƭΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ōǳƴƎŀƭƻǿ ǎǳōǘȅǇŜ όƻŦǘŜƴ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŀ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴ wŜǾƛǾŀƭ ōǳƴƎŀƭƻǿέύ ǿŀǎ 

markedly symmetrical. Almost all Spanish Colonial Revival buildings are recognizable by stucco-covered 

exterior walls and red clay tile roofs. Most roofs were gabled or gabled and flat, although hipped roofs were 

also utilized. 

The Spanish Colonial Revival style is often characterized by the following elements: 

¶ Exterior walls of stucco. 

¶ Low-pitched gabled or hipped roof covered in Mission or Spanish red clay tiles or flat roof with 

parapet wall that may be edged with tile. 

¶ Shallow eaves. 

¶ Arched and flat-headed openings. 

¶ Wing walls.  

¶ Tile vents. 

¶ The style can be combined with a wide range of decorative features and materials. 

¶ Garages, if present, were usually detached. 

VERNACULAR 

In architectural history, the definition of άǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ on, and there are two main 

definitions, including ŀƴ άƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅέ meaning ǿƘŜǊŜ ǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ άŀ ǘȅǇŜ 

that is common in a given area at a given timeΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ άǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘέ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ άǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊ 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊƳǎΦέ  DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ±ŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ 

nonprofessionals and, in many cases, by the occupants themselves.91  Vernacular architecture is also 

characterized as a functional shelter for people, animals, ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŜǎΣ άōǳƛƭǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƴŜŜŘǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ 

according to the availability and performance of materials and formed in response to environmental and 

climatic conditions. However, the term vernacular is carefully considered when evaluating buildings that 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ άƴƻ ǎǘȅƭŜέ ƻǊ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ǎǘȅƭŜǎΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ the 

building was a ǘƘŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜΣ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ άǇƛƻƴŜŜǊέ ōŀƭloon-framed house, or a trailer park, vernacular 

architecture is typically defined as those buildings that are outside the mainstream of professional 

architecture and based on local influences such as available materials and the environment.  The term 

άǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜέ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ άŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅέ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōŀǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

landscapes and designed and constructed of materials that reflect regional and functional variations that help 

to convey specific significant design trends of a particular group of people or local industry.  

 

91 Thomas Carter and Bernard L. Herman, ed. Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture, IV, Columbia, MO: University of 

Missouri Press, 1991, 1.   
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HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY  

On March 5, 2021, EDS Principal Architectural Historian Stacey De Shazo, M.A., completed a historic 

architectural survey of the Property ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀΦ муул ά{ŜŜƭȅ ƘƻǳǎŜέΣ ŎŀΦ мфнл ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜΣ ŎŀΦ муфл ōŀǊƴΣ 

ŎŀΦ мфол ǇǳƳǇ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŎŀΦ нллр ǎǘŜŜƭ άŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊέ ǎƘŜŘΣ ŎŀΦ мфнл ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέΣ ŎŀΦ мфол ŘƻƎƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŎŀΦ 

1910 barn, 2004 storage building, ca. 1930 shed, ca. 1930 pump house, ca. 1930 barn/wagon house, ca. 1955 

barn, ca. 1985 cold storage shed (ice house), ca. 1975 barn, 2002 garage/storage building, ca. 1995 doghouse, 

2010 greenhouse, ca. 1970 fruit stand, and associated landscape, including fruit trees and planted rows of 

vegetables. The following section documents the results of the survey.  

EDS # Year Built/Building Type Architectural Style 

EDS-1 ŎŀΦ муул ά{ŜŜƭȅ ƘƻǳǎŜέ   ¶ Victorian Era with elements of Gothic Revival 
architectural style  

EDS 2 ca. 1920 cottage ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 3 ca. 1890 barn ¶ Vernacular  

EDS 5 ŎŀΦ нллр ǎǘŜŜƭ άŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊέ ǎƘŜŘ ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 6 ŎŀΦ мфнл ά{ŀƪŀǳȅŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέ ¶ Spanish Colonial Revival  

EDS 7 ca. 1930 doghouse ¶ Spanish Colonial Revival 

EDS 8 ca. 1910 barn ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 9 2004 storage building ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 10 ca. 1930 shed ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 11 ca. 1930 pump house ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 12 ca. 1930 barn/wagon house  ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 13 ca. 1955 barn ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 14 ca. 1985 cold storage shed (ice house) ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 15 ca. 1975 barn  ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 16 2002 garage/storage building ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 17 ca. 1995 doghouse ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 18 2010 greenhouse ¶ No architectural style 

EDS 19 
ca. 1970 fruit stand (associated with 
the A.J. Tsukuda) 

¶ No architectural style 
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Figure 30. Aerial Map showing the location of the built environment resources within the Property.  
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¢I9 /!Φ муул ά{99[¸ Hh¦{9έ (EDS 1)  

¢ƘŜ ŎŀΦ муул ά{ŜŜƭȅ ƘƻǳǎŜέ was constructed within the Victorian Era with elements of Gothic Revival 

architecture. The two-story, side-gable house was originally built as a small, one-story cottage. The house has 

several additions, including a second-story addition, which appears to have been added in the ca. the 1900s, 

a ca. 1920s gable addition along the east elevation, and a ca. 1920s shed addition along the north elevation. 

The house is clad in wide channel shiplap wood siding. The roof has a moderate pitch and is clad in asphalt 

sheets (roll roofing material). There is a brick chimney visible along the north elevation that is not original to 

the house. The house appears to rest on a slightly raised post and pier foundation.  

The south elevation (primary façade) consists of the original ca. 1880 portion of the side-gable form, the ca. 

1900 two-story addition, and the ca. 1920s side gable addition (Figure 31). The two-story addition consists of 

a centered roof gable with a decorative Gothic-style window. There is no glass in the window, and the lower 

portion of the window casing is no longer present. The first floor consists of a shed porch that spans the length 

of the original section of the ca. 1880s house. The porch does not appear to be original to the house and may 

have replaced an original porch that was added in the ca. 1940s or 1950s (Figure 32). The porch consists of a 

shed roof supported by three square chamfered posts and one temporary wood post on the southeast corner. 

The porch floor is constructed of narrow wood boards and is not original to the house. The front door is 

situated within the porch and consists of two-side lights with decorative lower panels and a narrow transom 

light above the door. The is a wood-paneled door that appears to be original to the house.  The ca. 1920s side 

gable addition consists of a two-ǎǘƻǊȅ ƎŀōƭŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƘŜŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ άōǳƳǇ-ƻǳǘέ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ 

elevation. The windows include two twenty-light, fixed, wood windows and two six-over-six, double-hung 

windows along the first floor; and three six-over-six, double-hung, wood windows, and one two-light, double-

awning, wood window along the second floor. Several of the windows are flanked by decorative wood 

shutters.  

The east elevation consists of the ca. 1900 second-story addition and the ca. the 1920s shed addition north 

elevation (Figure 33). There is one six-over-six, double-hung, wood window on the second floor and two six-

over-six, double-hung, wood windows on the first floor. The windows are flanked by decorative wood 

shutters. The east elevation also consists of a side entrance along the shed addition set under a shed porch 

roof. There are concrete stairs that lead to a rear door entrance, which are covered in overgrown vines.  

The north elevation consists of the ca. 1900 second-story addition, and the ca. 1920s shed addition. The shed 

addition extends the length of the north elevation but may consist of two separate additions. The rear 

elevation consists of two six-over-six, double-hung, wood windows along the second floor. The first floor 

consists of one six-over-six, double-hung, wood window and a series of wood windows along the northwest 

corner of the house, some of which are missing the window glazing and wood framing.  

The west elevation consists of the ca. 1900 second-story addition, and the ca. 1920s shed addition. Along this 

façade, there are two six-over-six, double-hung, wood windows; one one-over-one, single-hung, wood 

window, two small wood windows, which appear to be awning windows, and two square-shaped, fixed, wood 

windows (Figure 34). There are several visible modifications along this elevation, including what seems to be 

the removal of a door along the first floor and a window along the second floor.  
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Figure 31. South elevation, facing north.  

 

Figure 32. Photograph showing the primary façade front porch, facing west.  
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Figure 33. Photograph showing the east elevation (left) and a portion of the north elevation (right), facing west.  

 

Figure 34. Photograph showing the west elevation, facing northeast.  

CA. 1920 COTTAGE (EDS-2) 

The ca. 1920 cottage is not associated with any architectural style. The side-gable portions of the building 

along the east and west elevations are clad in thin wood boards that were Ŏǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ άshinglesέ, and the north 

and south elevations are clad in wide wood boards (Figure 35). There is a low-pitched roof with exposed rafter 
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tails along the south and north elevations, and the roof is clad in wood boards and roofing membrane 

material. The building appears to have originally been constructed as a garage or accessory building that was 

converted into housing in the 1950s. The primary entrance to the building appears to be along the west 

elevation; however, the building also consists of a secondary primary entrance along the south elevation. The 

openings (unclear if they are windows or doors) along the east elevation of the building are partially covered 

with plywood (Figure 36), and a tree has fallen on the roof along the south elevation, and a portion of the 

roof that has collapsed.  

 

Figure 35. Photograph showing the south and east elevation of the ca. 1920 cottage, facing northwest.  



 

Historic Resource Evaluation of a Property located at 681 E. Trimble Road, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California.  47 

 

Figure 36. Photograph showing the east elevation of the ca. 1920 cottage, facing west.  

CA. 1890 BARN (EDS 3)  

The ca. 1890 barn is a Vernacular form that has been significantly altered since its construction. The original 

ca. 1890 barn is a two-story, side-gable form with two ǎƘŜŘ άǿƛƴƎέ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ that are visible along the south 

elevation; however, there have been alterations to the barn since its construction, including the enclosure of 

the shed addition along the west elevation (ca. 1930), gable dormer (ca. 1950), and changes that include the 

addition of multi-light wood windows, doors, and a garage door when the barn was converted for housing in 

the ca. 1930s (Figure 37). The original ca. 1890 form is wood-framed construction clad in wide wood boards 

with batten. The roof is a moderate pitch and is clad in wood, asphalt, and metal roofing material. The south 

elevation consists of a wooden hinged garage door that was likely added in the 1950s. There is a twenty-light, 

fixed, wood window along the second story and an entrance door set under the porch entry. The east 

elevation, though not entirely visible due to overgrown vegetation, consists of the original ǎƘŜŘ άǿƛƴƎέ 

addition that was associated with the barn and is void of fenestrations along the wing addition. However, 

there are a series of multi-light hopper or fixed-light wood windows under the second-floor roof eaves that 

appear to have been added in ca. 1930. The west elevation consists of a second-story gable roof dormer and 

extended shed roof addition that has multi-light wood windows. The north elevation, although mostly 

covered with overgrown vegetation (Figure 38), consists of an exterior wood staircase that leads to a second-

floor door and an exterior door along the first floor that appears to be original (Figure 39).  








































































