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1.0 PROJECT INFORMATION

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines,
this Initial Study has been prepared for the proposed Fire Station No. 9 at Long Beach Boulevard
(proposed project) in the City of Long Beach (City). Consistent with State CEQA Guidelines Section
15063, this Initial Study includes a description of the proposed project, an evaluation of the
potential environmental impacts, and findings from the environmental analysis.

This Initial Study evaluates the potential environmental impacts that may result from development
of the proposed project and will determine what environmental documentation is appropriate. The
City is the Lead Agency under CEQA and is responsible for preparation of the Initial Study and
subsequent CEQA documentation and approval of the project.

1.1 CONTACT PERSON

Any questions or comments regarding the preparation of this Initial Study, its assumptions, or its
conclusions should be referred to:

City of Long Beach

Maryanne Cronin, Planner

Long Beach Development Services | Planning Bureau
411 West Ocean Boulevard, 3rd Floor

Long Beach, CA 90802

Tel: (562) 570-5683

Email: LBDS-EIR-Comments@longbeach.gov

Public comments should be submitted on or before Tuesday, March 22, 2022.
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This section describes the proposed development of a new Fire Station No. 9 (proposed project) at
4101 Long Beach Boulevard that is evaluated in this Initial Study. A description of the proposed
project’s location, project characteristics, and required discretionary approvals is provided below.

2.1 PROJECT OVERVIEW

The proposed project would be located at 4101 Long Beach Boulevard (project site) in the City of
Long Beach (City). The proposed project includes an approximately 12,780-square-foot (sf) two-story
fire station and associated improvements. The proposed project is intended to meet the City’s need
to replace the original Fire Station No. 9, which was previously located at 3917 Long Beach
Boulevard and is slated for demolition. The project site is currently developed with an approximately
5,000 sf office building, which would be demolished as a part of the proposed project.

2.2 PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING

The 0.4-acre project site is located at the northwest corner of Long Beach Boulevard and East
Randolph Place in the Los Cerritos neighborhood of the City. Long Beach is located in southern Los
Angeles County. The project site is comprised of two parcels: Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 7139-
015-017 and APN 7139-015-010. Regional access to the project site is provided by Interstates 405
(1-405) and 710 (I-710), which are located approximately 1.2 miles south and 2 miles west of the
project site, respectively. Local access to the project site is provided by Long Beach Boulevard and
East Randolph Place. A regional depiction of the project site is presented on Figure 2.1, Regional
Location.

Figure 2.2, Surrounding Land Uses, shows the existing land uses in the vicinity of the project site. As
shown on Figure 2.2, the project site is surrounded by single-family residential uses to the northwest
and west, a coffee shop and retail stores directly to the north, multi-family residential uses and
office uses to the east across Long Beach Boulevard, and office uses to the south.

As shown on Figure 2.3, Existing Project Site Plan, the project site is currently developed with an
approximately 5,000 sf single-story office building and related parking and landscaping. The building
is currently occupied by Catalina Adventure Tours and would be demolished as part of the proposed
project. The project site is generally flat in elevation.

2.3 CURRENT ZONING AND GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATIONS

The project site is comprised of two parcels that carry two different General Plan PlaceType
designations.! As described above, the project site is currently comprised of APNs 7139-015-017

Unlike most California cities, which include land use designations in their general plans that typically
assign a specific land use type to each parcel and rely on traditional zoning to establish numeric
development parameters (e.g., floor area ratios, density), the City’s General Plan Land Use Element
employs an innovative approach called PlaceTypes, which emphasizes flexibility and allows for a mix of
compatible uses.
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and 7139-015-010. APN 7139-015-017 is zoned Community Commercial Automobile-Oriented (CCA)
and has a General Plan PlaceType of Neighborhood Serving Center or Corridor Low Density (NSC-L).
APN 7139-015-010 is zoned Single-Family Residential, Large Lot (R-1-L) and has a General Plan
PlaceType of Founding and Contemporary Neighborhood (FCN). The proposed project would merge
the parcels and rezone them to a consistent Mixed Use (MU-1) zoning designation. The proposed
project also includes a General Plan Amendment to implement a consistent PlaceType (NSC-L) on
the entire project site.

2.4 PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS

The proposed project would construct a 12,780 sf two-story fire station. Figure 2.4, Conceptual Site
Plan, provides an overview of the proposed site plan, including the location of the proposed fire
station, parking areas, trash enclosure, power transformer, landscaping, fencing, gates, and
driveways. As shown on Figure 2.4, vehicular access to a secured firefighter parking area would be
provided through the alley on the northern side of the project site. This parking area would also
include an exit-only driveway onto Long Beach Boulevard, with a right-turn only restriction. The
parking lot would include a total of 11 parking spaces, including one Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA)-compliant space. The 10 standard parking stalls would include 1 space reserved for low-
emissions vehicles, and 2 electric vehicle (EV) charging spaces. All parking areas would be screened
with decorative fencing.

Firefighting and emergency medical response vehicles, which are commonly referred to as
apparatus, would exit the project site via a driveway off East Randolph Place, with three new traffic
signals installed adjacent to the fire station on Long Beach Boulevard and East Randolph Place. The
fire station’s main public entrance, including an ADA-accessible ramp, would be located on Long
Beach Boulevard. A security fence and secured pedestrian gate would be located along the project
site’s eastern boundary adjacent to the sidewalk. The existing fence wall on the western border of
the project site would remain in place. The proposed project would include 15,032 sf of impervious
surface area, an increase of 745 sf from existing conditions on the project site.

2.4.1 Project Objectives and Benefits

The following objectives have been established for the proposed project:

1. Return Fire Station No. 9 equipment and personnel to its service area in order to help meet the
Long Beach Fire Department response time goal of 6 minutes and 20 seconds for structure fires
and 6 minutes for Advanced Life Support.

2. Provide a fire station in compliance with applicable Building Code requirements and with
National Fire Prevention Association (NFPA) standards for fire station design, including the
provision of facilities for all genders.

3. Provide a new fire station with a secure apparatus bay to house a 32-foot Type 1 Fire Engine, a
22-foot Type 3 Brush Rig, a 22-foot Rescue Company Vehicle, and a 22-foot Battalion Chief
Vehicle within an enclosed structure.

4. Provide a permanent structure for fire personnel that encourages efficient fire operation and
adequate space for fire personnel health and well-being.
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5. Provide a new fire station with a flexible layout that allows the Long Beach Fire Department to
provide for current and future fire and public safety service demands for the next 50 years.

6. Provide a fire station that is complimentary with the context of the surrounding uses and
structures.

7. Design a new fire station that is energy efficient and of high-quality design.
The proposed project would have the following benefits:

1. Provision of a safe and healthy workplace for the Fire Station No. 9 crewmembers.

2. Restoration of operations of Fire Station No. 9 within its service area in order to help meet the
Long Beach Fire Department response time goals.

3. Provision of enhanced emergency response services from this new Fire Station facility, with the
additional capacity to house a reserve Type 3 engine in the apparatus bay and a fire truck in the
rear of the station.

2.4.2 Station Building

The proposed project’s core facilities would accommodate eight on-duty personnel.
The station building’s 5,600 sf first level would include:

e Three drive-through apparatus bays;

e Apparatus support spaces, including a workshop, medical storage and clean-up, turnout storage,
and related janitorial facilities; and

e A public lobby, meeting room, restroom, and a station office.
The station building’s 7,180 sf second level would include:

e Offices for the battalion chief and captains;

e Kitchen, storage pantry, dining area, dayroom, and laundry room;
e Private sleeping quarters with unisex restrooms;

e Mechanical, electrical, and communications rooms; and

e Vertical circulation, including two sets of stairs (gurney compliant) and an elevator.

The building’s apparatus bays would be able to accommodate a Type 1 fire engine, a rescue
company, and a battalion chief vehicle. The station would have additional storage capacity for a
reserve Type 3 engine in the apparatus bay and a fire truck in the rear of the site. The apparatus
bays would be sized to allow different combinations of response companies for potential future
adaptation.
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2.4.3 Exterior Design

Figure 2.5, North and East Building Elevations, and Figure 2.6, South and West Building Elevations,
detail the proposed fire station elevations. As shown on Figures 2.5 and 2.6, the overall height of the
fire station structure is proposed to be 32 feet (ft), 6 inches. The building exterior would incorporate
a mixture of rain-screen systems (metallic and phenolic siding) over a masonry base consisting of
metal and wood-like appearances that would be separated by a metal horizontal band in some
locations. The eastern elevation along Long Beach Boulevard would have a screened window wall
system at an acute corner of the building that would invite the public into the first level and provide
natural light at the battalion chief work area on the second level. The building’s massing would be
articulated with vertical corner elements, horizontal wood banding, and the acute corner created by
the street configuration. The building’s eastern facade would feature an extended roof. The fire
station’s front door to Long Beach Boulevard would have a red metal screen wall system. All roof-
mounted equipment would be shielded by a mechanical screen. The apparatus bays facing East
Randolph Place would be outfitted with stainless-steel high-speed roll-up doors placed in a red
frame. The fenestration would include a mixture of storefront systems and aluminum clad wood
windows at the sleeping rooms.

2.4.4 Landscaping

A row of existing mature trees along the western boundary of the project site would be protected in
place. Any trees that would be removed from the eastern border of the project site would be
relocated off site. The balance of the project’s landscaping would adhere to the City's landscape
design requirements and would include drought-tolerant plants and low-flow irrigation systems. The
landscape design would be suitable for bio-retention basins, as appropriate. The proposed project
would include a low-volume subsurface drip irrigation system, employing a combination of sub-
surface in-line drip, point source drip, deep watering root bubblers, and low-volume matched
precipitation overhead spray, as appropriate. The irrigation system would be separated into
hydrozones based on the water needs of specific plants, with several water-saving measures
included in the irrigation control system, such as a weather sensor that would collect
evapotranspiration data. Planting areas under the roof cover of the proposed building would not be
considered pervious surface area because of the shelter provided from the impervious roof
covering.

2.4.5 Outdoor Lighting

All outdoor lighting would consist of light-emitting diode (LED) fixtures that would be directed
downward to avoid light spill onto adjacent properties. Three pole lighting fixtures would be
installed in the parking area. Wall lighting sconces would be located between the apparatus bays on
the fire station’s southern and northern elevations. Additional light fixtures would be installed along
the various elevations of building.

2.4.6 Off-Site Improvements

Off-site improvements would include a new driveway apron from the proposed parking lot to Long
Beach Boulevard. The sidewalks along the Long Beach Boulevard and East Randolph Place frontages
would be replaced and the existing street trees protected in place or relocated, as necessary. A
response driveway would be installed from the fire station to East Randolph Place, with “Keep
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Clear” zones striped in front of the apparatus bay on East Randolph Place and in the Long Beach
Boulevard/East Randolph Place intersection. As noted above, three new traffic signals would be
installed at the intersection of East Randolph Place and on Long Beach Boulevard. The new traffic
signals would include pedestrian crosswalks and would eliminate any parking within the
intersection.

The alley on the north side of the project site would be widened by 2 ft, 6 inches, toward the
proposed fire station and would be reconstructed with underground utilities and new pavement.
The widening would be required to allow apparatus to enter the project site via the alley. The total
improvement area of the alley would be 3,064 sf.

2.4.7 Infrastructure Improvements

The following infrastructure improvements would be included as part of the project:

e Water. The project would install on-site water lines that would connect to an existing 4-inch
water distribution line in the alley northwest of the project site.

e Fire Line Service. The project would install an 8-inch ductile iron water main from the existing
12-inch water main on Long Beach Boulevard to the project site.

e Sewer. The project would install on-site sewer lines that would connect to an existing 8-inch
sewer line in the east lane of Long Beach Boulevard.

e Drainage. Similar to existing conditions, stormwater runoff on the project site would drain
toward Long Beach Boulevard. The proposed project’s drainage design would comply with
Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) requirements and the City would pay an
in-lieu fee in conformance with its Low Impact Development (LID) Code. The proposed project
would provide an equipment wash down area on the north side of the fire station.

o Dry Utilities. Dry utilities, including natural gas, electrical, and telecommunications services,
would be provided to the site from existing infrastructure available in the alley northwest of the
project site and along Long Beach Boulevard. The proposed project would connect to the
existing infrastructure through established utility easement agreements. The proposed project
would underground the existing overhead electrical lines along the project site’s Long Beach
Boulevard frontage.

A trash enclosure and power transformer would be located adjacent to the alley on the northwest
corner of the project site. A new wharf-type fire hydrant would be located in the northern section of
the parking lot.

2.4.8 Operational Characteristics

The fire station would be equipped to house eight on-duty firefighters in a 24-hour shift in addition
to a trainee. Personnel would be on site 24 hours per day, with a daily shift change at 7:00 a.m.

The station’s apparatus would use sirens when entering all intersections while responding to
emergency calls; however, to avoid subjecting surrounding residences to excessive noise, sirens
would only be used by exiting apparatus if there were vehicles driving on the street in the
immediate vicinity of the station. In addition, as a courtesy to the residents in the surrounding
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vicinity, station apparatus would minimize the use of the sirens at night and during sleeping hours,
and sirens and horns would not be tested during the morning checks. Sirens would not be used in
the alley on the northwest side of the project site.

2.4.9 Project Design Features

The proposed project would be designed to comply with the water efficiency and energy
conservation requirements included in the California Building Standards Code (California Code of
Regulations [CCR], Title 24).

The project would be designed to achieve Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
Silver certification and would include solar panels on the roof, low-flow plumbing fixtures, LED
lighting, and energy-efficient heating and cooling systems supported by highly insulated roof and
wall assemblies to reduce heating and cooling costs.

2.4.10 Best Management Practices

The proposed project would implement various Best Management Practices (BMPs) as part of the
project design, including construction activity as well as stormwater and erosion control BMPs.
These BMPs are summarized below.

2.4.10.1 Construction Activity BMPs

Standard BMPs would be implemented for the following construction activities:

e Water conservation practices to reduce the discharge of pollutants off site;
e Material delivery, storage, and use;

e Prevention, containing, and cleaning up spills;

e Managing solid and hazardous waste;

e Concrete waste management to reduce the discharge of Portland cement, concrete slurry, and
asphalt; and

e Vehicle and equipment cleaning and maintenance.

2.4.10.2 Stormwater Control BMPs

Stormwater Control BMPs would be implemented for the following activities during operations:

e Non-stormwater discharges to drains;

e Vehicle and equipment washing and steam cleaning;
e Vehicle and equipment maintenance and repair;

e Qutdoor loading and unloading of materials;

e Qutdoor container storage of liquids;

e QOutdoor processing equipment;

e Qutdoor storage of raw materials;
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e Waste handling and disposal;

e Building and grounds maintenance;

e Building repair, remodeling, and construction;
e Qver-water activities; and

e Employee training.

2.4.10.3 Erosion Control BMPs

The following erosion control BMPs would be implemented during construction:

e Asilt fence;

e A stabilized construction entrance;
e Dust controls;

e Construction sequencing;

e Sandbag barriers; and

e Atemporary sediment basin.

2.5 PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

Development of the proposed project would require demolition of the existing structures on the
project site; excavation and grading of the site; delivery of materials and personnel; construction of
the building area and parking lot; widening of the alleyway; the addition of three new traffic signals
at the Long Beach Boulevard and East Randolph Place intersection; and landscaping of the project
site. Construction of the proposed project is anticipated to commence in late summer 2022 and take
approximately 16 months. Construction staging would occur at the northeast side of the project site
where the proposed parking lot would be located.

Based on the preliminary grading plans, approximately 45 cubic yards of fill material would be
required to be imported to the project site. Demolition, grading, and building activities would
involve the use of standard earthmoving equipment such as large excavators, cranes, and other
related equipment.

2.6 DISCRETIONARY ACTIONS, PERMITS, AND OTHER APPROVALS

In accordance with Sections 15050 and 15367 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the City is the
designated Lead Agency for the proposed project and has principal authority and jurisdiction for
CEQA actions and project approval. Responsible Agencies are those agencies that have jurisdiction
or authority over one or more aspects associated with the development of a proposed project
and/or mitigation. Trustee Agencies are State agencies that have jurisdiction by law over natural
resources affected by a proposed project.

The discretionary actions to be considered by the City as a part of the proposed project include:
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Certification of the EIR;
Site Plan Review;
Standards Variance;

A General Plan Amendment to change the PlaceType designation for the project site to
Neighborhood Serving Center or Corridor Low Density (NSC-L);

A Zoning Amendment to change the zoning designation on the project site to Mixed Use (MU-1);
and

Lot merger of the existing parcels on the project site.

2-8
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