
 

January 21, 2025 
 

Miya Edmonson, LDR/CEQA Branch Chief  
Via Jaden Oloresisimo, Project Coordinator 
California Department of Transportation, District 7 
100 South Main Street MS 16 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Delivered via email: Jaden.Oloresisimo@dot.ca.gov 

Re: Caltrans GTS # 07-LA-2022-04309, Response to Agency Comments on Draft Environmental 
Impact Report, La Brea Tar Pits Master Plan 

Dear Jaden Oloresisimo: 

The County of Los Angeles (County), Department of the Los Angeles Museum of Natural History has received 
and reviewed your agency’s comment letter dated October 26, 2023, regarding the La Brea Tar Pits Master Plan 
Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  

Table 1 in this letter presents responses to the comments provided in your agency’s letter. In accordance with 
the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Sections 15132(d) and 15088, the Final EIR 
presents the County’s responses to comments submitted during the Draft EIR review process. The complete 
Final EIR is available at following link: https://tarpits.org/reimagine. For your convenience, this letter provides the 
response to comments particular to your agency in conformance with Public Resources Code Section 
21092.5(a) and the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15088(b).  

The La Brea Tar Pits Master Plan EIR is currently scheduled for review and certification at the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors meeting on February 4, 2025.  

Your agency’s comment letter is reproduced as an attachment to this letter, and numerical annotation has been 
added as appropriate to delineate and reference the responses to specific comments. Information provided in 
these responses clarifies, amplifies, or details minor modifications to the Draft EIR that have been incorporated 
into the Final EIR. No significant changes have been made to the Draft EIR that would require recirculation of 
the document under the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5.  

Sincerely, 

 
Bobbette Biddulph 
Senior Environmental Planner 
 
Attachment 1. California Department of Transportation, District 7 Comment Letter 
 

https://tarpits.org/reimagine
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Table 1. Response to Comments, California Department of Transportation, District 7 

Comment No. Response 

Caltrans-1 The comment serves as an introduction to the comment letter and describes the project.  
The County would like to thank the commenter for participating in the public review 
process of the Draft EIR. A copy of this comment letter will be included in the Final EIR, 
which will be provided to the Board of Supervisors for review when the project is 
considered for approval. This is not a comment on the analysis contained in the EIR; 
therefore, no response is necessary. 

Caltrans-2 The commenter requests that strategies to reduce speeds and accommodate bicyclists 
and pedestrians, including visual indicators and physically separated walking and 
bicycling facilities, be included in the project.  
The transportation assessment report, prepared by Kittelson & Associates in August 
2022 and provided as Appendix J to the EIR, reviewed and provided recommendations 
to accommodate and improve pedestrian, bicycle, and transit access in the study area. 
These recommendations, which were incorporated into Mitigation Measure TRA/mm-
1.1, include:  

• Coordinate with Metro to improve transit access and user comfort and 
encourage visitors to take local bus service or the future Purple Line extension 
to La Brea Tar Pits, through the following measures: 

o Improve pedestrian wayfinding between the planned Purple Line 
station, local bus stops, and La Brea Tar Pits. 

o Implement bus stop improvements such as shelters along Wilshire 
Boulevard bus stops that would be used by La Brea Tar Pits visitors. 

o Coordinate with Metro and the City of Los Angeles to ensure that safe 
and comfortable pedestrian facilities (such as ADA curb ramps and 
continental crosswalks) are available between local bus stops and the 
project entrances, including at the Curson Avenue/ Wilshire Boulevard 
intersection. 

• Coordinate with the City of Los Angeles to implement planned bikeways in the 
vicinity of the project site and contribute to the implementation of the bikeways. 
This includes planned bikeways along Wilshire Boulevard and 6th Street. 

Through Mitigation Measure TRA/mm-1.1, coordinating would be required with LA Metro 
and the City of Los Angeles in order to accommodate facilities in the study area that 
would improve walking and bicycling conditions. As the recommendation is consistent 
with the EIR, no changes to the EIR were determined to be necessary in response to 
this comment.  

Caltrans-3 The commenter requests that the amount of proposed car parking be reduced and TDM 
strategies to reduce vehicle demand be implemented.  
While the overall museum square footage would increase, the project does not propose 
an increase in the on-site parking supply. In addition, Mitigation Measure TRA/mm-1.1 
would require the preparation and implementation of a TDM Program to reduce 
museum employee and visitor vehicle trips and increase alternative modes such as 
walking, bicycling, public transit, and rideshare. This mitigation measure consists of 
strategies to reduce the vehicle demand of both employees and visitors to the site and 
increase walking, bicycling, and transit trips. As the comment is consistent with the 
recommendations of the EIR, no changes to the EIR were determined to be necessary 
in response to this comment. 
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Comment No. Response 

Caltrans-4 The commenter requests that the bicycle facilities be planned and implemented in the 
project area in coordination with the City of Los Angeles.  
Mitigation Measure TRA/mm-1.1 of the EIR provides for the following:  

• Coordinate with the City of Los Angeles to implement planned bikeways in the 
vicinity of the project site and contribute to the implementation of the bikeways. 
This includes planned bikeways along Wilshire Boulevard and West 6th Street. 

With implementation of this mitigation measure, coordinating with the City of Los 
Angeles would occur to ensure bicycle facilities in the project area are implemented, as 
recommended by Caltrans. No changes to the EIR were determined to be necessary in 
response to this comment. 

Caltrans-5 The commenter requests coordination with Caltrans during project construction occur to 
avoid effects on state facilities.  
The EIR includes Mitigation Measure TRA/mm-4.1, which requires the development of a 
CTMP, to be developed by the contractor, approved by the County and LADOT, and 
implemented to alleviate construction period impacts. The text of Mitigation Measure 
TRA/mm-4.1 has been revised in this Final EIR as follows to include the 
recommendations of Caltrans (added text shown in underline):  

A construction traffic management plan (CTMP) shall be developed by the 
contractor, approved by the County, and the City of Los Angeles Department of 
Transportation (LADOT), Caltrans, and LA Metro, and implemented to alleviate 
construction period impacts. The CTMP will include, but may not be limited to, the 
following restrictions: 

• Prohibition of construction worker parking on nearby residential streets. 

• Prohibition of construction-related vehicles parking or staging on 
surrounding public streets. 

• Prohibition of construction-related parking or staging on streets with bus 
service. 

• Temporary pedestrian and vehicular traffic controls (i.e., flag persons) 
during all construction activities adjacent to public rights-of-way to 
improve traffic flow on public roadways. 

• Safety precautions for pedestrians and bicyclists through such 
measures as alternate routing and protection barriers shall be 
implemented as appropriate. 

• Scheduling of construction-related deliveries, haul trips, etc., shall occur 
outside the commuter peak hours to the extent feasible. 

• Avoidance of construction-related deliveries, haul trips, etc. from routing 
along congested local and state facilities, to the extent feasible. 

• Relocation and accommodation (as needed) of adjacent bus stops and 
access, to the extent feasible. 

These revisions do not affect any conclusions or significance determinations provided in 
the Draft EIR. According to State CEQA Guidelines 15088.5: 
Recirculation is not required where the new information added to the EIR merely 
clarifies or amplifies or makes insignificant modifications in an adequate EIR.  
As demonstrated above, the revised text in Mitigation Measure TRA/mm-4.1 does not 
differ considerably from the original measure that was described in the Draft EIR. 
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Comment No. Response 
Instead, these revisions merely include further detail and refinements to better achieve 
the goal of the measure, which is to require the County to prepare a thorough 
construction traffic management plan. As no significant modifications have been made, 
recirculation of the EIR is not required. 

Caltrans-6 The commenter requests coordination with Caltrans during project construction, 
including application for a Caltrans transportation permit (if required). In addition, the 
commenter requests that construction effects do not occur on state facilities through 
implementation of a construction traffic control plan.  
The EIR includes Mitigation Measure TRA/mm-4.1, which requires the development of a 
CTMP, to be developed by the contractor, approved by the County and the LADOT, and 
implemented to alleviate construction period impacts. The text of Mitigation Measure 
TRA/mm-4.1 has been revised in this Final EIR as follows to include consideration of 
construction activities along state facilities (added text shown in underline):  

A construction traffic management plan (CTMP) shall be developed by the 
contractor, approved by the County, and the City of Los Angeles Department of 
Transportation (LADOT), Caltrans, and LA Metro, and implemented to alleviate 
construction period impacts. The CTMP will include, but may not be limited to, the 
following restrictions: 

• Prohibition of construction worker parking on nearby residential streets. 

• Prohibition of construction-related vehicles parking or staging on 
surrounding public streets. 

• Prohibition of construction-related parking or staging on streets with bus 
service. 

• Temporary pedestrian and vehicular traffic controls (i.e., flag persons) 
during all construction activities adjacent to public rights-of-way to improve 
traffic flow on public roadways. 

• Safety precautions for pedestrians and bicyclists through such measures as 
alternate routing and protection barriers shall be implemented as 
appropriate. 

• Scheduling of construction-related deliveries, haul trips, etc., shall occur 
outside the commuter peak hours to the extent feasible. 

• Avoidance of construction-related deliveries, haul trips, etc. from routing 
along congested local and state facilities, to the extent feasible. 

• Relocation and accommodation (as needed) of adjacent bus stops and 
access, to the extent feasible. 

These revisions do not affect any conclusions or significance determinations provided in 
the Draft EIR. According to State CEQA Guidelines 15088.5: 
Recirculation is not required where the new information added to the EIR merely 
clarifies or amplifies or makes insignificant modifications in an adequate EIR.  
As demonstrated above, the revised text in Mitigation Measure TRA/mm-4.1 does not 
differ considerably from the original measure that was described in the Draft EIR. 
Instead, these revisions merely include further detail and refinements to better achieve 
the goal of the measure, which is to require the County to prepare a thorough 
construction traffic management plan. As no significant modifications have been made, 
recirculation of the EIR is not required. 
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Comment No. Response 

Caltrans-7 The comment serves as a closing remark. No changes to the EIR were determined to 
be necessary in response to this closing comment. The County appreciates Caltrans’ 
attention to this important project.  
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