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mitigation ratios may increase at the discretion of CDFW. Temporary impacts to 
stream and riparian habitat shall be restored on-site. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

CEQA requires that information developed in Environmental Impact Reports and 
Negative Declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make 
subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, § 
21003, subd. (e)). Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural 
communities detected during project surveys to the California Natural Diversity 
Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB field survey form, online field survey form, and 
contact information for CNDDB staff can be found at the following link: 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/data/CNDDB/submitting-data. 

FILING FEES 

The project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment 
of filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination 
by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by 
CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project approval to be 
operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code,§ 711.4; 
Pub. Resources Code,§ 21089). 

CONCLUSION 

To ensure significant impacts are adequately mitigated to a level less-than-significant, 
CDFW recommends the feasible mitigation measures described above be incorporated 
as enforceable conditions into the final CEQA document for the project. CDFW 
appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist the County in identifying 
and mitigating project impacts on biological resources. 

Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to 
Ms. Jennifer Rippert, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist), at 
Jennifer.Rippert@wildlife.ca.gov or (707) 799-4210; or Ms. Melanie Day, Senior 
Environmental Scientist (Supervisory), at Melanie.Day@wildlife.ca.gov or 
(707) 210-4415. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Regional Manager 
Bay Delta Region 
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ec: State Clearinghouse (SCH No. 2022020126) 
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7.1

March 10, 2022 

County of Napa 

~ 
~ en 

UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 
WATER I ENGINEERING I SOLID WASTE 

Planning, Building & Environmental Services 
ATTN: Ms. Pamela Arifian 
1195 Third Street, Room 210 
Napa, CA 94559-3092 

Subject: PUC Project Pioneer (#P20-00304-ECP) 
1 Angwin Avenue: APN: 024-080-040,044,048,049 

Dear Pamela Arifian: 

The City of Napa Utilities Water Division has reviewed the above-mentioned project and 
determined that the erosion control plan is sufficient to address our requirements. These include 
safeguarding against an increase (by no more than one percent individually or ten percent 
cumulatively) of sediment and other pollutants ( e.g., glyphosate, nitrogen, magnesium, and 
sulfate) into the tributaries that feed Lake Hennessey Reservoir. As State water quality 
compliance policies stiffen, the City continues to monitor the lake's water quality and conside_r 
the ten percent cumulative impacts amidst continual data collection, analysis, and reporting. 

We appreciate the standard of care by the owner, as indicated in the proposed Erosion Control 
Plan Application to use best management practices (BMP's) and cover crops to ensure that 
erosion measures remain intact and minimize sediment/nutrient transport going forward. The 
runoff from winter storm events recharges Conn Creek and Lake Hennessey contributing to the 
local surface water drinking water supply that serves over 86,000 persons in Napa Valley. 

The BMP's and requirements of the implementation schedule, including annual maintenance and 
winterization, is required to ensure the special provisions outlined in the erosion control plan 
provide necessary mitigation of erosion and pollutants during peak runoff as modeled by the 
hydrologic analysis memorandum. 

Herbicide use, specifically glyphosate, poses regulated contaminant concerns as the state 
continues to review and require various contaminants to be included in regulatory frameworks 
adding this constituent in 2017 with a drinking water limit of 0. 7 mg/L. This chemical is highly 
concerning and should be reviewed and assessed for its necessity in managing crops. A 
detectable amount would exceed the 1 % limit, and the information should be clarified. 48 ounces 
per acre amounts to approx. 1700 ounces over the 35.9 acres (13.5 gallons). The application 
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includes 96 in an unspecified unit per acre for a total of 21.3 gallons per annum. This does not 
allow for a proper analysis of the potential water quality impacts. 

The fertilizer and mildew applications of Magnesium (at 8,680 pounds per annum.), Calcium 
Nitrate (at 11,360 pounds per annum.), and Sulfur (at 454 pounds per annum) are of significant 
concern to the water quality impacts for the watershed and accumulations in the source water. 
The current baseline exceedance for the arterial stream of Conn Creek south of the perspective 
project is summarized below. 

The 1 % increase is a violation and can be exceeded without proper BMP's as well as application 
in proximity to rain events given the proposed application rates, frequencies, and time of year. 

Constituent Baseline (mg/1) Exceedance (mg/1) 
Calcium 12 12.12 
Nitrate + Nitrite as N 2.6 2.626 
Sulfate 10 10.1 
Glyphosate 0 Detectable 

*mean 3-year locational running annual average at station Hl0l "Angwin #1" 

Based on the City's analysis using STEPL and W ARMF models, improper BMP maintenance 
(below the 80% required cover crops for Blocks 2A-D and 75% for Blocks 1 & 3) or BMP 
failure (at the watershed outlets 35' proposed filter strips) will likely result in sediment and 
nutrient loading in exceedance of the 1 %. This confirms the engineer's assessment of a required 
minimum% cover crop and BMP's to be maintained continually throughout the year. 

The City and County continue to implement further water quality monitoring sites in the Upper 
Angwin sub basin of the Lake Hennessey Watershed to identify if there is a need to mitigate 
excess nutrient loading. Any lack of maintenance at this Project would result in an exceedance 
and notification of projects to comply with water quality protection programs. 

Please contact me at (707) 257-9918 if you have any questions or require additional information. 

Respectfully, 

Addison LeBlanc 
Assistant Engineer 

cc: Joy Eldredge, P.E. Deputy Utilities Director 
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From: Yvonne Baginski
To: Arifian, Pamela
Subject: Fwd: Letter of protest for Vineyard Conversion, PUC
Date: Monday, February 28, 2022 1:51:52 PM

[External Email - Use Caution]

To: Napa County Planning Dept.

Re: Project Pioneer Vineyard Conversion, #P20-00304-ECPA

I am  responding as  public comment on the conversion of existing hayfields, on 42 acres of
property belonging to Pacific Union College in Angwin, to vineyards that will be leased to a
highest bidding winery.

Less than two years ago, this area (Angwin/Deer Park) experienced considerable wildfire
activity resulting in a significant loss and damage to local wildlife, trees and homes.   It was a
tragic disaster and recovery will continue for many years.

I am  concerned about the development of this property as yet another winery expansion in an
area that so desperately needs to recover wildlife habitat.   Surrounding the field with deer
fencing will impact natural wildlife corridors and cutting them off from such a
significant swath of land could prove detrimental as depletion of numbers, but also food
sources, continue to plague the local wildlife.  Deer fencing keeps out many animals, not just
deer.  

There is also the issue of use of pesticides, herbicides and bird cannons in order to preserve the
integrity of the grapes.  Using these chemicals and cannons will significantly impact the local
wildlife. Frankly, it kills them.   Residents will also be exposed to the poisons of the
chemicals, and the noise of the cannons.  

This is also a vineyard development within a watershed, and we are concerned the 
significant watering of vineyards. will impact the water supply of neighboring wells in
upcoming years.   We are in an unrelenting drought.  California's worst in 1200 years.  THe
climate is also hotter and drier.   We need to stop drawing water out of the ground, we are
going to be relying on this groundwater almost entirely if our streams, rivers and reservoirs
continue turning to dust.  

 This is a time when we should place a moratorium on development and instead, focus on
tending our current forests, and replacing them wherever possible.

These considerations, we believe, are significant and should be the guiding principles
reviewing proposals for vineyard development throughout Napa Valley.  The preservation of
our water, wildlife and forests need to be our number one priority.  We are in a climate crisis
and what's ahead will be much more significant than what we are preparing for now.   We
need to do it better.
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Yvonne Baginski, Napa
yvonnebaginski@gmail.com
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