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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Fred Coulson Environmental Review of a Less than 3 Acre Conversion Exemption
	Lead Agency: Del Norte County
	Contact Name: Jacob Sedgley
	Email: jacob.sedgley@co.del-norte.ca.us
	Phone Number: (707) 464-7254
	Project Location:                     Crescent City                                                                       Del Norte
	Project Description: The applicant proposes to convert up to 3 acres of timber located on two parcels approximately 1.42 acres and 1.87 acres in size. The project is located at Coulson Lane and Wonder Stump Road. The parcels are zoned Rural Residential – three (3) acre minimum lot size (RR-3) and have a General Plan Land Use designation of Rural Residential – one dwelling unit per three acres. The applicant proposes to remove approximately 89 Redwood, 19 Douglas Fir, 31 Sitka Spruce, 14 Western Red Cedar and 23 other hardwoods. The size of the trees ranges from 0”-6” diameter at breast height (DBH) to over 36” inches at DBH with the majority of the trees falling with the 6” to 12” at DBH category. 
	Project's Effects: Two watercourses were identified on the parcels and watercourse protection buffers ranging from 25 feet to 50 feet measured from the centerline of watercourses will be applied to the project. No tree removal will be permitted within the buffers. Additionally, no tree or other vegetation removal will occur within the County’s right-of-way for Wonder Stump Road. Visual impacts related to the project are considered minor due to the retention of the trees along the right-of-way and within the watercourse protection buffers. An inadvertent discover condition will be added to the Grading Permit stating that in the event that archaeological or cultural resources are encountered during grading or construction, work shall be temporarily halted and a qualified archaeologist, local tribes, and the County shall be immediately contacted. Workers shall avoid altering the materials and their context until a qualified professional archaeologist, in collaboration with the local tribes, has evaluated the situation and provided appropriate recommendations. Project personnel shall not collect any resources. Finally, timber operations during the winter period shall be performed in accordance with the California Forest Practice Rules (14 CCR § 1104.1).
	Areas of Controversy: Within the past two years, the County of Del Norte solicited stakeholder feedback with regard to widening Wonderstump Road and potentially removing trees within the County's right-of-way. The County received a significant amount of feedback from the community during that process. This project is along the same corridor of Wonderstump Road; however, the project does not propose removing any vegetation within the County's right-of-way and vegetation removal is limited to areas on private property that do not fall within the watercourse protection zones.
	List of Agencies: California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board


