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Memorandum

HELIX Environmental Planning, Inc.
1180 Iron Point Road, Suite 130
Folsom, CA 95630

916.435.1205 tel

619.462.0552 fax ’ .
www. helixepi.com Environmental Planning

Date: June5, 2024
To: Vince Fletcher, Project Manager, Integral Communities
cc:  Hans Van Ligten, Attorney, Rutan & Tucker, LLP

From: Lesley Owning, Environmental Planning Group Manager, HELIX Environmental Planning,
Inc.

Subject: Mowry Village Residential Project — Pipeline Realignment Memorandum
Message:

HELIX Environmental Planning, Inc. (HELIX) is providing the following analysis for the Mowry Village
Residential Project (project) to address the minor modification of the project design to install a water
pipeline within City-owned property approximately 101-feet (ft) to the south of the original water
pipeline alignment. The new pipeline location would transect the City’s property between the project
site and the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) tracks. The potential environmental impacts from the water
pipeline alignment modification were compared to the environmental impacts identified for the original
water pipeline alignment in the Mowry Village Project Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR; State
Clearinghouse No. 2021110436). The environmental evaluation and comparison between the modified
water pipeline alignment and the original water pipeline alignment evaluated in the Draft EIR is provided
in detail below for each environmental resource section evaluated in the Draft EIR.

Pipeline Alignment Description

Potable and non-potable water mains would be extended approximately 900 linear feet from the
southwest corner of the Sanctuary West Development, within the old Addition Road alighment adjacent
and parallel to ACFC&WCD Line D channel via open trench. The open trench is anticipated to be
approximately 3 ft wide and up to 6 ft deep per water line. The potable and non-potable water mains
would then daylight south of the ACFC&WCD Line D channel to be attached and suspended to the newly
constructed bridge that spans the ACFC&WCD Line D channel. North of the ACFC&WCD Line D channel,
the water mains would be installed via open trench for approximately 210 feet. An approximately 12-ft
by 12-ft receiving pit would be excavated east of the UPRR tracks, and the water mains would be jack-
and-bored approximately 7.5 linear feet under the UPRR ROW. West of the UPRR tracks, an
approximately 30-ft by 12-ft boring pit would be excavated, and the non-potable water main would be
stubbed on the western edge of the UPRR ROW for future connection. The potable water main would
then extend 2,500 linear feet northwest along the UPRR ROW, within a proposed waterline easement,
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to Mowry Avenue via open trench and then an additional 330 linear feet through the City’s property to
Court 1.

Aesthetics

The proposed project would be located on an approximately 29-acre partially developed site. The
southern portion of the site is currently being operated by Pick-n-Pull Auto Dismantlers as an auto
wrecking and scrap metal salvage yard. The northern portion of the site is vacant and covered with wild
grass. The Draft EIR concluded that the project would result in a less than significant impact related to
aesthetics.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new aesthetic impact compared to the Draft EIR as the pipeline would remain underground and not
visible by the public following construction. Therefore, the proposed project modification would not
change the findings of the EIR related to aesthetics, and the impact would remain less than significant.

Agricultural and Forestry Resources

The California Department of Conservation (DOC) Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP)
classifies the project site as Urban and Built-Up Land. The project site is designated as Low Density
Residential by the General Plan and is zoned Park by the Newark Zoning Code. The proposed project
includes rezoning the project site from Park to PD-RS-6000. Additionally, the project site is not under a
Williamson Act contract. The Draft EIR concluded that the project would result in no impact to
agricultural and forestry resources.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new agricultural or forestry resource impact compared to the Draft EIR as the City’s property is
designated as Grazing Land by the FMMP, is not under Williamson Act contract, and the pipeline would
remain underground. Therefore, the proposed project modification would not change the findings of the
EIR related to agricultural and forestry resources, and there would be no impact.

Air Quality

The proposed project is in Alameda County within the San Francisco Bay Area Air Basin (SFBAAB), which
is under the jurisdiction of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD). Short-term
construction-related emissions and long-term operational emissions of criteria air pollutants and
precursors were modeled using the California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod) Version 2020.4.0
computer program. The Draft EIR concluded that the project would result in a less than significant
impact to air quality with implementation of Mitigation Measures AIR-1 and AIR-2.

As requested, HELIX used CalEEMod to recalculate criteria pollutant and precursor construction and
operational emissions under the project modification (HELIX 2024a). The results of CalEEMod indicated
that construction and operational criteria pollutant and precursor emissions were slightly less under the
water pipeline alignment modification compared to the construction and operational emissions under
the Draft EIR. Therefore, the proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the
south, would not result in a new air quality impact compared to the Draft EIR. The proposed project
modification would not change the findings of the EIR related to air quality, and the impact would
remain less than significant with implementation of Mitigation Measures AIR-1 and AIR-2.
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Biological Resources

The project site is located in an area with agricultural and industrial uses in the southwestern portion of
the City. The 29-acre project site located at the existing Pick-n-Pull consists of three parcels identified as
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 537-0850-001-11, 537-0850-001-13, and 537-0850-002-00. The three
parcels total 29 acres and the 19-acre portion located in the southern portion of the site is disturbed and
developed and primarily covered by existing structures and pavement. The triangular northern parcel
which is approximately 10 acres is undeveloped. Three land cover types (developed, ruderal/disturbed,
and stormwater detention basins) are present within the project site. No native vegetation communities
occur within the project site. The Draft EIR concluded that the project would result in a less than
significant impact to biological resources with implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-1 through
BIO-9.

As requested, HELIX prepared an updated Biological Resources Technical Report (HELIX 2024b) in May
2024 to evaluate biological resources under the water pipeline alignment modification. The updated
report indicated that approximately 22.27 acres within the project site were mapped as developed land,
12.99 acres were mapped as ruderal/disturbed land, and 0.9 acre was mapped as stormwater detention
basins. A habitat map was prepared to provide an inset that zooms in on the proposed pipeline
alignment (included as Figure 6 to the updated Biological Resources Technical Report). This map
indicated that the proposed water pipeline alighment that transects the City’s property would be
located in ruderal/disturbed habitat. The undeveloped 10-acre portion of the project site located
adjacent to the north of the existing Pick-n-Pull, as well as the water pipeline that runs parallel to the
UPRR tracks on-site, are also located in ruderal/disturbed habitat.

The ruderal/disturbed habitat in the Study Area provides marginal nesting and foraging habitat for bird
species in the region as well as habitat for disturbance-tolerant wildlife. Ruderal/disturbed areas are not
considered sensitive natural communities. However, ruderal habitat dominated by annual grasses and
forbs as well as mammal burrows in the Study Area provides potential foraging habitat for pallid bat,
Townsend’s big-eared bat, and white-tailed kite and marginal nesting and foraging habitat for burrowing
owl and northern harrier. Mitigation Measure BIO-3 from the Draft EIR addresses potential impacts to
northern harrier and white-tailed kite; Mitigation Measures BIO-4 and BIO-5 from the Draft EIR address
potential impacts to burrowing owl; and Mitigation Measure BIO-6 from the Draft EIR addresses
potential impacts to pallid bat and Townsend’s big-eared bat. With implementation of the mitigation
measures above as identified in the Draft EIR, potential impacts to pallid bat, Townsend’s big-eared bat,
white-tailed kite, northern harrier, and burrowing owl from pipeline construction activities in
ruderal/disturbed habitat would be reduced to a less-than-significant level.

Therefore, the proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would
not result in a new biological resource impact compared to the Draft EIR. The proposed project

modification would not change the findings of the EIR related to biological resources, and the impact
would remain less than significant with implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-1 through BIO-9.

Cultural Resources

A records search addressing the project site and 0.5-mile radius beyond the Area of Potential Effects
(APE) boundary (together referred to as the study area) was conducted on April 17, 2018, at the
Northwest Information Center (NWIC) by HELIX. The APE for the proposed project includes the project
site located at the existing Pick-n-Pull site, the off-site expansion and modification to Mowry Avenue,
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and the off-site infrastructure improvements. The records search identified 18 previous cultural
resources studies that have been conducted within the study area. Of the 18 previous cultural resources
studies within the study area, only two directly examined the current APE. Results from the records
search indicate that no resources have been previously recorded within the APE; however, seven
resources have been recorded within the 0.5-mile search radius. The Draft EIR concluded that the
project would result in a less than significant impact to cultural resources with implementation of
Mitigation Measures CUL-1 and CUL-2.

As requested, HELIX prepared an updated Cultural Resources Assessment (HELIX 2024c) in May 2024 to
evaluate cultural resources under the water pipeline alignment modification. On June 13, 2019, HELIX
conducted an intensive pedestrian survey to characterize any prehistoric or historic era archaeological
resources located within the APE. On November 16, 2021, HELIX conducted a second intensive
pedestrian survey of the APE to examine areas recently added to the APE and to re-examine portions of
the APE which were covered in dense grasses during the initial survey. The new location of the pipeline
was included in the APE (Figure 3 of the updated Cultural Resources Assessment) and was analyzed in
the draft Cultural Resources Assessment prepared by HELIX in November 2021. No prehistoric or historic
resources were found during the 2019 or 2021 field surveys. HELIX's Senior Archaeologist, Benjamin
Siegel, RPA, conducted the 2021 follow up pedestrian survey and reviewed the revised alignment to
confirm that the follow up survey conducted in 2021 covered the area where the updated alignment is
proposed. Mr. Siegel confirmed that the 2021 follow up pedestrian survey conducted in 2021 covered
the updated APE and that no prehistoric or historic resources were found within the updated APE.

Therefore, the proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would
not result in a new cultural resource impact compared to the Draft EIR. The proposed project
modification would not change the findings of the EIR related to cultural resources, and the impact
would remain less than significant with implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-1 and CUL-2.

Energy

Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) company provides electricity service to the City of Newark. Upon buildout
of the project site, electricity to the project site would be provided by PG&E. All electricity infrastructure
would be located underground and would tie-in to existing infrastructure. The Draft EIR concluded that
the project would result in a less than significant impact on energy.

As requested, HELIX used CalEEMod to recalculate criteria pollutant and precursor construction and
operational emissions under the project modification (HELIX 2024a). The energy consumption
calculations were modeled using CalEEMod defaults, and the results of the calculations indicated that
energy consumption emissions under the water pipeline alignment modification were less than the
energy consumption emissions under the Draft EIR. The energy source emissions are from the CalEEMod
mitigated emissions output table, which includes measure E-15, all electric development—a project
design feature. Therefore, the proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the
south, would not result in a new energy impact compared to the Draft EIR. The proposed project
modification would not change the findings of the EIR related to energy, and the impact would remain
less than significant.
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Geology and Soils

The project site’s topography and surrounding areas are relatively flat. The project site is currently
developed as a Pick-n-Pull Auto Dismantler site and is composed of three parcels totaling approximately
29 acres. A Design Level Geotechnical Investigation was conducted and prepared for the project site by
Berlogar Stevens and Associates on June 15, 2021. Prior to the preparation of the design level
geotechnical report, a Due Diligence Geotechnical Assessment was prepared for the project site by
Berlogar Stevens and Associates on April 1, 2019. The Draft EIR concluded that the project would result
in a less than significant impact to geology and soils with implementation of Mitigation Measures GEO-1
through GEO-4.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new geology and soil impact compared to the Draft EIR as the pipeline would be routed through the
same soil types as the other project areas (HELIX 2024b) and Mitigation Measures GEO-1 and GEO-4
would apply to the construction of the pipeline through the City’s property. Therefore, the proposed
project modification would not change the findings of the EIR related to geology and soils, and the
impact would remain less than significant with implementation of Mitigation Measures GEO-1 and GEO-
4. Mitigation Measures GEO-2 and GEO-3 are not applicable to the construction of the pipeline.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) and climate change are cumulative global issues. The California Air Resources
Board (CARB) and United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) regulate GHG emissions
within the State of California and the U.S., respectively. While the CARB has the primary regulatory
responsibility within California for GHG emissions, local agencies can also adopt policies for GHG
emission reduction. GHG emissions that would result from implementation of the project and from the
existing use of the project site were calculated using the CalEEMod, Version 2020.4.0. The Draft EIR
concluded that the project would result in a less than significant impact to GHG emissions.

As requested, HELIX used CalEEMod to recalculate GHG construction and operational emissions under
the water pipeline alignment modification (HELIX 2024a). The results of CalEEMod indicated that
construction GHG emissions under the project modification were slightly higher compared to the
construction GHG emissions under the Draft EIR; however, the BAAQMD does not presently provide a
construction related GHG generation threshold and therefore, the impact would remain less than
significant. The results of CalEEMod also indicated that operational GHG emissions were slightly less
under the project modification compared to the operational GHG emissions under the Draft EIR.
Therefore, the proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would
not result in a new GHG impact compared to the Draft EIR. The proposed project modification would not
change the findings of the EIR related to GHG emissions, and the impact would remain less than
significant.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

A search of EnviroStor and GeoTracker databases in November 2021 revealed an open case at the
project site on the GeoTracker database. GeoTracker has the Pick-n-Pull Auto Dismantler listed as a
“Cleanup Program Site.” A Corrective Action Plan and Remedial Excavation Work Plan was approved by
the Alameda County Water District in March 2021. Additionally, the site directly adjacent to the
southwest of the project site (Tolbertson Property) is listed in the GeoTracker database as a Cleanup
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Program Site. The Tolbertson Property case has a status of “Open — Verification Monitoring”. Due to the
case status of the Tolbertson Property, this case is not expected to pose any risks to the proposed
project. A Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) and Phase Il ESA were conducted by Haley and
Aldrich, Inc for the proposed project site in January 2019. The Draft EIR concluded that the project
would result in a less than significant impact to hazards and hazardous materials with implementation of
Mitigation Measure HAZ-1.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new hazard or hazardous material impact compared to the Draft EIR as the pipeline would transect the
City’s property which is not included on the lists of hazardous materials sites compiled and available on
EnviroStor (DTSC 2024) or the US EPA’s Superfund National Priorities List (EPA 2024). Therefore, no
significant hazard to the public or environment would result from installation of the water pipeline
through the City’s property. The proposed project modification would not change the findings of the EIR
related to hazards and hazardous materials, and the impact would remain less than significant.
Mitigation Measure HAZ-1 is not applicable to the construction of the pipeline.

Hydrology and Water Quality

The project site is located within the Mowry Slough watershed which consists of a network of storm
drains and channels that have replaced small creeks that formerly drained into Mowry Slough. The
northern part of the project site is within an area of minimal flood hazard (Zone X); however, the
majority of the project site is located in an area with a 0.2 percent annual chance of shallow flooding of
less than one foot (Zone X Shaded). The Draft EIR concluded that the project would result in a less than
significant impact to hydrology and water quality with implementation of Mitigation Measure HYD-1.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new hydrology and water quality impact compared to the Draft EIR. The water pipeline would be
underground, would not impact or alter an existing drainage feature, and would be installed in
accordance with the project-specific Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) required as
Mitigation Measure HYD-1. Therefore, the proposed project modification would not change the findings
of the EIR related to hydrology and water quality, and the impact would remain less than significant with
implementation of Mitigation Measure HYD-1.

Land Use and Planning

The project site is approximately 29 acres and consists of three parcels identified as APNs 537-0850-001-
11, 537-0850-001-13, and 537-0850-002-00. The majority of the project site is currently developed as an
auto part and scrap metal salvage yard. The auto part and scrap metal salvage lot, known as “Pick-n-
Pull,” that includes a 13,000 square foot warehouse, 1,500 square foot sales office, 3,000 square foot
workshop, and a large parking area for storing vehicles that consists of crushed rock and asphalt. The
northern parcel of the project site is currently undeveloped, agricultural land. The City’s General Plan
designated the project site as Low Density Residential. The project site is zoned as Park. The project is
proposing to rezone the project site from Park to PD-RS-6000. The Draft EIR concluded that the project
would result in a less than significant impact on land use and planning.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new land use and planning impact compared to the Draft EIR as the location of the pipeline would
remain within the same General Plan land use designation and zoning, be underground, and would not
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permanently impact the existing or future land use of the City’s property. Additionally, similar to the
Draft EIR, the modification of the water pipeline alignment would be constructed in accordance with any
land use plan, policy, and regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding and mitigating environmental
effects. Therefore, the proposed project modification would not change the findings of the EIR related
to land use and planning, and the impact would remain less than significant.

Mineral Resources

According to the City’s General Plan, there are no mining operations within the City itself and there is
one mining operation located just west of the City limit. Additionally, the City’s General Plan did not
identify any mineral resources of value on or near the site. The Draft EIR concluded that the project
would result in no impact to mineral resources.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new mineral resource impact compared to the Draft EIR as there are no mining operations within the
City. Therefore, the proposed project modification would not change the findings of the EIR related to
mineral resources, and there would be no impact.

Noise

The predominant existing noise sources in the vicinity of the project site are vehicular traffic on Mowry
Avenue associated with the existing Pick-n-Pull business, operational noise from the existing Pick-n-Pull
business, passenger, and freight trains on the UPRR tracks, overflights of commercial aircraft, and
equipment such as tractors, graders and loaders associated with seasonal salt harvesting. The Draft EIR
concluded that the project would result in a less than significant impact to noise with implementation of
Mitigation Measures NOI-1 through NOI-3.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new noise impact compared to the Draft EIR as construction and remediation noise from the modified
pipeline would be short-term and intermittent, similar to the original water pipeline alignment in the
Draft EIR, and there would be no change to operational noise from the project modification. Therefore,
the proposed project modification would not change the findings of the EIR related to noise, and
impacts would remain less than significant with implementation of Mitigation Measure NOI-3.
Mitigation Measures NOI-1 and NOI-2 are not applicable to the construction of the pipeline.

Population and Housing

According to the City’s General Plan Housing Element, the City had a population of 42,327 in 2010 (City
of Newark 2015a). Since 2010, the City’s population is estimated to have increased by 10.9 percent to
47,229 people in 2022. According to the Association of Bay Area Government’s (ABAG’s) Projection
2040, the population of Newark is projected to increase to 47,720 by the year 2040. According to the
City’s General Plan Housing Element, Newark’s average household size was 3.28 persons per household
in 2010. The Draft EIR concluded that the project would result in a less than significant impact on
population and housing.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new population and housing impact compared to the Draft EIR as the original pipeline design was
analyzed in the Draft EIR and determined to have a less than significant impact on population and
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housing. Additionally, the modification of the water pipeline alignment would not directly or indirectly
induce population growth or result in the displacement of existing people or housing. Therefore, the
proposed project modification would not change the findings of the EIR related to population and
housing, and the impact would remain less than significant.

Public Services

The Alameda County Fire District (ACFD) provides fire protection services to approximately 508 square
miles in Alameda County, including Dublin, Newark, San Leandro, Union City, and the unincorporated
areas. The Newark Police Department (NPD) provides law enforcement services to the City of Newark.
The City is served by the Newark Unified School District (NUSD) which operates eight elementary
schools, one junior high, one high school, one continuation high school, and one independent study
school and serves approximately 6,000 students. The Newark Recreation and Community Services
Department operates and maintains 131 acres of City parks and several recreational facilities. The Draft
EIR concluded that the project would result in a less than significant impact on public services.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new public service impact compared to the Draft EIR as the construction of the underground water
pipeline through the City’s undeveloped parcel would have no impact on fire, police, school, parks, or
other public services. The minor water pipeline alighment modification would not require the
construction of any unanticipated new or expanded public facilities. Therefore, the proposed project
modification would not change the findings of the EIR related to public services, and the impact would
remain less than significant.

Recreation

The Newark Recreation and Community Services Department operates and maintains 131 acres of City
parks and several recreational facilities. The Silliman Center Sports Fields is located on Mowry Avenue at
Cherry Street, approximately 0.25 mile from the project site. The Draft EIR concluded that the project
would result in a less than significant impact on recreation.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new recreation impact compared to the Draft EIR as the construction of the underground water pipeline
through the City’s undeveloped parcel would have no impact on recreation. Therefore, the proposed
project modification would not change the findings of the EIR related to recreation, and the impact
would remain less than significant.

Transportation

The proposed project is served by Interstate 880 (1-880), also known as the Nimitz Freeway, and State
Route 84 (SR 84). The local roadway system within the City is composed of a hierarchy of streets and
roads with varying functions. Arterial roads range from two-lane arterials to six-lane arterials that link
residential and commercial districts with the freeway network and provide intercity connections.
Arterial roads near the project site include Cedar Boulevard, Central Avenue, Cherry Street, Mowry
Avenue, and Stevenson Boulevard. Currently there are no bicycle facilities along the project frontage on
Mowry Avenue. There are no sidewalks facilities along the project frontage on Mowry Avenue; however,
sidewalks exist on both sides of existing Mowry Avenue north of the UPRR tracks and extending to
Cherry Street. Existing transit service near the project site include local bus service and regional rail
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services. The Draft EIR concluded that the project would result in a significant and unavoidable impact
with implementation of Mitigation Measure TRA-1.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new transportation impact compared to the Draft EIR as the construction of the underground water
pipeline through the City’s undeveloped parcel would have no impact on transportation. The change in
the pipeline location would not increase the vehicles miles traveled (VMT) beyond what was analyzed in
the Draft EIR. Therefore, the proposed project modification would not change the findings of the EIR
related to transportation, and the impact would remain significant and unavoidable as a result of the
construction of the residential development. Mitigation Measure TRA-1 is not applicable to the
construction of the pipeline.

Tribal Cultural Resources

HELIX contacted the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) on April 16, 2018, to request a
search of their Sacred Lands File (SLF) for the presence of Native American sacred sites or human
remains in the vicinity of the study area. A written response was received from the NAHC on May 23,
2018, which stated that the SLF failed to indicate the presence of Native American cultural resources in
the vicinity of the project area. On May 29, 2018, HELIX sent letters to six Native American tribal
representatives named by NAHC as potential sources of information related to cultural resources in the
area. The letters noted that the requested information was not for AB 52 or SB 18 consultation, but
merely for informational purposes. Additionally, the City sent letters on February 8, 2022, to 12 Native
American tribal representatives included on the NAHC's tribal consultation list for Alameda County for
consultation under AB 52 and SB 18 for the proposed project. To date, no responses have been
received. The Draft EIR concluded that the project would result in a less than significant impact to tribal
cultural resources with implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-1 and CUL-2.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new tribal cultural resource impact compared to the Draft EIR as there are no known tribal cultural
resources on the City’s property. Therefore, the proposed project modification would not change the
findings of the EIR related to tribal cultural resources, and the impact would remain less than significant
with implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-1 and CUL-2.

Utilities

The Union Sanitary District (USD) provides wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal services to
the Cities of Newark, Fremont, and Union City. The Alameda County Flood Control and Water
Conservation District (ACFC&WCD) provides stormwater collection system for the City of Newark. The
City is supplied water by the Alameda County Water District (ACWD) which supplies water to customers
covering approximately 105 square miles, encompassing the Cities of Fremont, Newark, and Union City.
Republic Services provides solid waste collection, disposal, recycling, and yard waste services in the City.
The project would be 100 electric and electric services at the site would be provided by PG&E.
Telecommunication services would be provided by AT&T and Comcast. The Draft EIR concluded that the
project would result in a less than significant impact to utilities and service systems.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new utility or service system impact compared to the Draft EIR as the location of the water pipeline was
realigned in response to comments received from ACWD on the Draft EIR. The project applicant has
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accommodated the request of ACWD to shift the pipeline approximately 101-ft south of the original plan
to install the pipeline below Mowry Avenue. Therefore, the proposed project modification would not
change the findings of the EIR related to utilities and service systems, and the impact would remain less
than significant.

Wildfire

According to the City’s General Plan, Newark is considered to be at low risk for wildfire. Based on a
review of the Fire Hazard Severity Zone maps developed by the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), the project site is not within a state responsibility area and does not contain
lands classified as a very high fire hazard severity zone. The project site is designated as being within a
local responsibility area (LRA) and is not classified as being in a very high fire hazard severity zone. The
Draft EIR concluded that the project would result in a less than significant impact to wildfire.

The proposed change in location of the pipeline, approximately 101-ft to the south, would not result in a
new wildfire impact compared to the Draft EIR as the pipeline would be underground and would not
introduce a fire risk. Therefore, the proposed project modification would not change the findings of the
EIR related to wildfire, and the impact would remain less than significant.

Conclusion

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5, Recirculation of an EIR Prior to Certification, a lead
agency is required to recirculate an EIR when significant new information is added to the EIR. New
information added to an EIR is not considered significant unless it changes the findings of the EIR
resulting in new significant environmental impacts or mitigation measures, substantial increases in the
severity of a project, etc. Per Section 15088.5(b), recirculation is not required where the new
information added to the EIR merely clarifies, amplifies, or makes insignificant modification in an
adequate EIR.

As demonstrated above and further supported by the revised technical analyses, the proposed
modification to the water pipeline alignment would not change the findings of the Draft EIR. As
requested, HELIX recalculated criteria pollutants and precursor emissions and GHG emissions using
CalEEMod and revised the Biological Resources Technical Report and Cultural Resources Assessment.
The results of the revised calculations and technical studies indicated that the modification of the water
pipeline alignment would not result in new impacts compared to the Draft EIR.

HELIX finds that the minor modification of the water pipeline alignment do not constitute significant
new information or present a substantial increase in the severity of a project impact. Therefore,
recirculation of the draft EIR for public review is not warranted.

Please contact me at LesleyO@helixepi.com if you have any questions on the project information
provided above.

Sincerely,

Lesley Owning
Environmental Planning Group Manager
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