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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2021110050
	Project Title: Last Chance Grade Permanent Restoration Project
	Lead Agency: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
	Contact Name: Steve Croteau
	Email: steven.croteau@dot.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 707-572-7149
	Project Location: South of Crescent City and north of Klamath, Del Norte County
	Project Description: This project is proposed to permanently address the instability and potential roadway failure on the segment of U.S. 101  between post miles (PMs) 12.7 and 16.5 in Del Norte County. Two build alternatives (X and F) and a No-Build Alternative are evaluated in the draft EIR/EIS. Alternative X proposes reengineering the existing highway and would include retaining walls, underground drainage features, and realignments; work would be between PM 14.08 and 15.90. Alternative F proposes to bypass the landslide through construction of a 6,000-foot-long tunnel; an operations an maintenance center for the tunnel would also be constructed.  Work would be between PM 13.42 and 15.70. Both build alternatives would require geotechnical investigations.
	Project's Effects: The project is anticipated to have significant and unavoidable impacts on marbled murrelet and its critical habitat, late successional redwood forest (Alternative F only), and late successional Sitka spruce forest, and is anticipated to have less than significant impacts with mitigation incorporated on special status bat species and greenhouse gases. 

Mitigation measures to offset impacts to marbled murrelet and redwood and Sitka spruce forest would include one or more options, such as funding forest restoration projects that accelerate the development of late successional characteristics in younger-aged stands or preservation of existing late successional forest habitat.

Mitigation measures for special status bats include requiring tree removal outside of maternity and torpor seasons, surveying for suitable bat roosting trees prior to tree removal and implementation of measures to allow bats to leave roosts in any suitable trees, and the presence qualified monitor during removal of identified trees.

In addition to all the State policies to offset potential greenhouse gas (GHG) emission affects, project-specific GHG emissions would be offset through measures for sensitive natural communities, above, as protecting forests and enhancing growth of trees works to sequester carbon, as well as reduction of emissions from improving road reliability and associated decrease in delays.
	Areas of Controversy: There are no known controversies associated with the project.  However, the project is within Redwood National and State Parks, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and there are concerns related to impacts to old growth redwood trees.  
	List of Agencies: California Coastal Commission
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Department of Parks and Recreation
California Transportation Commission
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board


