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Executive Summary  

This report documents the findings of a Biological Resources Assessment (BRA) conducted by Rincon 
Consultants, Inc. (Rincon) for the Los Angeles Bikeway and Greenway Project (also referred to as 
άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ 
to evaluate the potential for impacts to special-status biological resources. 

The length of the project site extends approximately three miles along the Los Angeles River 
between Vanalden Avenue and Balboa Boulevard, in the neighborhoods of Reseda, Tarzana, and 
Encino in the San Fernando Valley, City of Los Angeles, California (Figure 1). The project 
encompasses portions of Township 1 North, Range 15 West, Section 7, and Township 1 North, 
Range 15 West, Sections 10, San Bernardino base and meridian, and is located in the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) Canoga Park, CA 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle Figure 2. 

Construction activities include mobilization, site preparation, site grading, site construction, 
architectural finishing landscaping activities, and construction of pocket parks. Up to 63 trees along 
a maintenance road and parallel to and above the river will be removed. Most of the project site is 
comprised of urban development including the artificial concrete structure associated with the Los 
Angeles River bed and bank, ruderal and paved roads and trails, adjacent residential development 
and associated landscaped areas. Based on the current project design, project activities will not 
directly disturb the channel of the Los Angeles River. All disturbances will occur at grade or will 
occur at shallow depths and will not exceed existing sediments previously disturbed by 
development to the Los Angeles River channel.  

Based on the documented vegetation communities and habitat present at the project site, the 
urbanized nature of the project vicinity; and the habitat requirements of locally documented 
special-status species, there is potential for special-status wildlife or plant species to occur in or be 
affected by the proposed project. LŜŀǎǘ .ŜƭƭΩǎ ǾƛǊŜƻ όVireo bellii pusillus; federal and State 
endangered) was found nesting on the eastern side of the project site. Proposed mitigation 
measures include use of a 500-foot buffer, sound barrier, and monitor during construction activities, 
which would reduce potential direct and indirect impacts to this species. Additionally, the City is 
seeking authorization for coverage of incidental take that may result from indirect impacts on the 
reproductive success for lŜŀǎǘ .ŜƭƭΩǎ ǾƛǊŜƻ, which will be mitigated via the purchase of up to one acre 
of lŜŀǎǘ .ŜƭƭΩǎ ǾƛǊŜƻ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ habitat restoration and enhancement, or through riparian scrub 
preservation credits from the Petersen Ranch Mitigation Bank. 

Proposed mitigation measures would reduce potential direct and indirect impacts of bats, migrating 
birds, and nesting birds and raptors to a less than significant level. No other special-status species 
were observed on-site during focused field surveys.  

A small pocket of black willow woodland is present within the eastern portion of the project site. 
This vegetation type corresponds to the Black Willow Riparian Woodland and Forest alliance in A 
Manual of California Vegetation, Second Edition (Sawyer et al. 2009) and is identified as a sensitive 
natural community by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). Construction activities 
will occur within previously developed areas and will not directly or indirectly impact this 
community.  

The project is anticipated to result in temporary impacts to approximately 4.61 acres of non-
wetland waters of the US/State and 9.86 acres of CDFW streambed. Additionally, permanent 
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impacts may occur to 0.04 acres of non-wetland waters of the US/State and 1.55 acres of CDFW 
streambed. It is anticipated that a Nationwide Permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act will be required from the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). An Individual 
Certification pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act from the Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) will also be required. Additionally, a notification for a Streambed 
Alteration Agreement pursuant to Sections 1600ς1616 of the Fish and Game Code must be 
submitted to CDFW. As part of the project design, a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
that includes best management practices (BMPs) as required by the City of Los Angeles will be 
developed to minimize direct and indirect impacts to jurisdictional resources. 

Portions of the Los Angeles River channel are used as a wildlife corridor for aquatic and riparian 
species and migratory birds; however, the bikeway will be placed within existing, developed areas, 
will not fragment existing habitat, and will not significantly interfere with wildlife movement. 
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1 Introduction  

This report documents the findings of a Biological Resources Assessment (BRA) conducted by Rincon 
Consultants, Inc. (Rincon) for the Los Angeles Bikeway and Greenway Project (also referred to as 
άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέύ. The purpose of this report is to document the existing conditions of the project area and 
to evaluate the potential for impacts to special-status biological resources.  

1.1 Project Location and Description  

The Los Angeles River bikeway project (LARB) is a 2.9-mile bikeway and greenway facilities project 
located along the Los Angeles River, west of San Fernando Valley in the City of Los Angeles. The 
project includes the installation of bicycle and pedestrian pathways and the construction of 
undercrossings and river parks. The project also includes on-street improvements to increase access 
to the Los Angeles River bikeway in this area and improve connectivity for bicyclists in the adjacent 
communities in the Encino-Tarzana Community Planning Area. The length of the project site extends 
approximately three miles along the Los Angeles River between Vanalden Avenue to Balboa 
Boulevard, in the neighborhoods of Reseda, Tarzana, and Encino in the San Fernando Valley, City of 
Los Angeles (City), California (Figure 1). The project encompasses portions of Township 1 North, 
Range 15 West, Section 7, and Township 1 North, Range 15 West, Sections 10,  on the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) Canoga Park, CA 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle (Figure 2a and 
Figure 2b). 

Construction activities would include mobilization, demolition (i.e., demolition of existing concrete 
maintenance paths); site preparation (i.e., preparation of all construction areas); site grading (i.e., 
soil re-compaction and/or scarification of soil to improve accessible vegetation seeding); site 
construction (i.e., bikeway, pedestrian paths, channel undercrossings, and on-street improvements); 
architectural finishing and landscaping activities, and construction of pocket parks. Up to 63 trees 
along a maintenance road parallel to and above the river will be removed. Most of the project site is 
comprised of urban development including the artificial structure associated with the Los Angeles 
River bed and bank, ruderal and paved roads and trails, adjacent residential development and 
associated landscaped areas. Given the developed nature of the project site and its proximity to the 
Los Angeles River, it is likely that subsurface sediments have been extensively disturbed. Project 
activities will not directly disturb the channel of the Los Angeles River. 
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Figure 1 Regional Location of Project Site  
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Figure 2a Location of Study Area and Project Footprint  ð Western Extent  
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Figure 2b Location of Study Area and Project Footprint ð Eastern Extent 
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Figure 2c  Location  of Least Bellõs Vireo Survey Area and Observations 
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2 Methodology  

The BRA for the project consisted of a review of relevant literature and project documents followed 
by field surveys. The potential presence of special-status species is based on a literature review and 
the field surveys designed to assess habitat suitability, presence of target species, as well as a 
jurisdictional delineation. The findings conveyed in this report are based on this methodology. 

2.1 Regulatory Overview  

Regulated or sensitive resources studied and analyzed herein include special-status plant and 
wildlife species, migratory birds, nesting birds and raptors, special-status vegetation communities, 
jurisdictional waters and wetlands, wildlife movement and wildlife movement corridors, and locally 
protected resources, such as protected trees.  

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is the responsible agency for actions that 
occur in, or otherwise have potential to modify, a streambed through issuance of a Lake and 
Streambed Alteration Agreement (SAA) in accordance with California Fish and Game Code (CFGC) 
sections 1600-1617. The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) regulates activities that 
ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ Ŧƛƭƭ ƻǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜƭȅ ƳƻŘƛŦȅ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ƻǊ άǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎέ 
through the issuance of a Section 404 certification. The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (LARWQCB) Ƙŀǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ άǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜέ ǇǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘŜǊ-Cologne Water 
Quality Control Act, and has the responsibility for review of the project water quality certification 
per Section 401 of the federal Clean Water Act (CWA). Typically, LARWQCB Section 401 and USACE 
Section 404 reviews occur at the same time and in concert with one another. The USACE also issues 
Section 408 permission, which authorizes other entities to permanently or temporarily alter or use 
any USACE Civil Works project. 

The purpose of this report is to evaluate the potential for impacts to special-status biological 
resources in support of project permitting.  

2.1.1 Definition of Special Status Species  

For the purposes of this report, special status species include: 

Á Species listed as threatened or endangered under the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA); 
species that are under review may be included if there is a reasonable expectation of listing 
within the life of the project 

Á Species listed as candidate, threatened, or endangered under the California Endangered Species 
Act (CESA) 

Á Species designated as Fully Protected, Species of Special Concern, or Watch List by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

Á Species designated as sensitive by the U.S. Forest Service or Bureau of Land Management, if the 
project would affect lands administered by these agencies 

Á Species designated as locally important by the Local Agency and/or otherwise protected 
through ordinance or local policy 
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2.1.2 Environmental Statutes  

For the purpose of this report, the analysis of potential impacts to biological resources was guided 
by the following statutes: 

Á Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA)  

Á California Endangered Species Act (CESA) 

Á Federal Clean Water Act (CWA) 

Á California Fish and Game Code (CFGC) 

Á Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 

Á The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 

Á Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act 

Á Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan (City of Los Angeles 2007) 

Á City of Los Angeles General Plan (2001) 

Á County of Los Angeles General Plan (2015b) 

Á City of Los Angeles Municipal Code: Articles 2 and 7 of Chapter I, Article 6 of Chapter IV, and 
Section 96.303.5 

2.1.3 Guidelines for Determining CEQA Significance  

The following threshold criteria, as defined by the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Initial Study 
Checklist, were used to evaluate potential environmental effects. Based on these criteria, the 
proposed project would have a significant effect on biological resources if it would:  

a) Have substantial adverse effects, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, and regulations or by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife or US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands  (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means. 

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife 
species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites. 

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance. 

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional or state habitat conservation plan. 
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2.2 Literature Review  

Prior to the field survey and throughout the development of this assessment, Rincon conducted a 
literature and database review to characterize the nature and extent of biological resources on and 
adjacent to the site. Databases reviewed include the California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB; 
CDFW 2021a), Biogeographic Information and Observation System (CDFW 2021b), and U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) Critical Habitat Portal (USFWS 2021a) to determine if any special-status 
wildlife, plant, or vegetation communities were previously recorded within the Study Area (as 
defined below) or within the immediate vicinity. The National Wetlands Inventory (NWI; USFWS 
2021b) was reviewed to determine if any wetland and/or non-wetland waters had been previously 
documented and mapped on or in the vicinity of the property. Other resources included the 
California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Online Inventory of Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Plants 
of California (CNPS 2021), CDFW Special Animals List (CDFW 2021a), and CDFW Special Vascular 
Plants, Bryophytes, and Lichens List (CDFW 2021b). In addition, local policies and ordinances were 
reviewed, including City Ordinance No. 177044 which contains provisions for the protection of 
certain native tree species within City limits. 

2.3 Field Surveys 

Rincon Biologist Matthew South conducted a reconnaissance survey on August 6, 2018 between the 
hours of 0700 and 1000. Weather conditions during the survey included of temperature range of 68 
degrees Fahrenheit (F) to 83 degrees F, with winds between zero and 4 miles per hour, with no 
cloud cover. The Study Area included the proposed project alignment and an approximate 50-foot 
buffer (Figure 2a and Figure 2b). 

The survey documented existing biological conditions within the Study Area, including plant and 
wildlife species, vegetation communities, jurisdictional waters and wetlands, and the presence of 
special-status species and/or habitats. The biologist conducted the survey on foot. Where portions 
of the Study Area were inaccessible (e.g., within the River itself due to safety concerns), the biologist 
visually inspected those areas with binoculars. Inaccessible portions of the Study Area were also 
mapped using aerial imagery from Google Earth dated November 2018. No arborist survey or other 
tree survey was completed during the reconnaissance survey.  

2.3.1 Vegetation Community Classification  

Vegetation communities observed within the Study Area were mapped on a site-specific aerial 
image and later digitized into Global Information Systems (GIS) for record. Vegetation mapping and 
classification followed Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant 
Populations and Natural Communities (CDFW 2009) and was based on the classification systems 
provided in Preliminary Descriptions of the Terrestrial Communities of California (Holland 1986) and 
A Manual of California Vegetation, Second Edition (Sawyer et al. 2009).  

2.3.2 Fauna  

Animal species observed directly or detected from calls, tracks, scat, nests, skeletal remains, or 
other sign, were documented. Zoological nomenclature for birds is in accordance with the American 
hǊƴƛǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΩ ¦ƴƛƻn Checklist (2017); for mammals, in accordance with Wilson and Reeder (2005); 
and for amphibians and reptiles, in accordance with the Society for the Study of Amphibians and 
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Reptiles Species Names Database (Boundy et al. 2012). The detection of wildlife species was limited 
by seasonal and temporal factors. The biological surveys were conducted during the spring and 
summer; therefore, potentially occurring winter migrants may not have been observed.  

2.4 Focused Surveys  

2.4.1 Jurisdictional Delineation  

Subsequent to the field reconnaissance, Rincon Biologist Megan Minter surveyed the entire Study 
Area on foot on March 5, 2020 to identify potentially jurisdictional aquatic resources, including any 
potential wetlands and non-wetland waters exhibiting indicators of an ordinary high water mark 
(OHWM) and that may constitute waters of the U.S., waters of the State, and/or streambeds. During 
the survey, Ms. Minter noted general site characteristics and documented vegetation, and took 
representative photographs. Current federal and State methods and guidelines were used to 
identify and delineate potential jurisdictional areas. 

2.4.2 Bats 

Focused bat surveys were conducted by Rincon biologists, Leslie Yen, Christian Nordal, and Jacob 
Hargis from May 3 through May5, 2021 (Table 1). The daytime habitat assessment surveys were 
conducted from approximately 1 hour before sunset and continued into nighttime emergence 
surveys up to three hours after sunset. The daytime habitat assessment survey consisted of visual 
inspections of the trees to be removed and buildings/structures in the project footprint. Equipment 
used to detect inaudible ultrasonic calls of active bats included a Petterson D240x acoustical 
detector, auto recording device, Wildlife Acoustics EchoMeter Touch Pro, and Anabat Walkabout. 
All observations of bats and/or bat sign(s) (i.e., urine staining, scat, or guano accumulations) were 
recorded. 

Table 1 Echolocation Bat Surveys  

Date Personnel Time Weather Conditions 

5/3/2021 J. Hargis, C. Nordal, L. Yen 3:00pm ς 9:30pm 79-85°F, winds 0-5 mph 

5/4/2021 J. Hargis, C. Nordal, L. Yen 3:00pm ς 9:30pm 79-85°F, winds 0-5 mph 

5/5/2021 J. Hargis, C. Nordal, L. Yen 3:00pm ς 9:30pm 79-85°F, winds 0-5 mph 

2.4.3 Least Bellõs Vireo 

Protocol-level surveys for lŜŀǎǘ .ŜƭƭΩǎ vireo were conducted by Rincon biologists Gayle Bufo and Lisa 
Zumwalde during the lŜŀǎǘ .ŜƭƭΩǎ vireo breeding season and in accordance with the [Ŝŀǎǘ .ŜƭƭΩǎ ±ƛǊŜƻ 
Survey Guidelines (USFWS 2001). Eight surveys were conducted at least 10 days apart between May 
3 and July 23, 2021 in the only suitable habitat present found in eastern portion of the Study Area 
(Figure 2c and Table 2). 
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Table 2 Least Bellõs Vireo Protocol Surveys 

Date Personnel Time Weather Conditions 

5/3/2021 G. Bufo, L. Zumwalde 6:45am ς 8:45am 57-65°F, winds 0-3 mph, 0-5% cloud cover 

5/14/2021 G. Bufo, L. Zumwalde 7:00am ς 9:00am 57-65°F, winds 0-3 mph, 100% cloud cover 

5/27/2021 G. Bufo, L. Zumwalde 6:30am ς 8:30am 57-65°F, winds 0-3 mph, 100% cloud cover 

6/7/2021 G. Bufo, L. Zumwalde 6:30am ς 8:30am 62-65°F, winds 0-3 mph, 100% cloud cover 

6/17/2021 G. Bufo, L. Zumwalde 6:30am ς 8:30am 66-70°F, winds 0-3 mph, 60% cloud cover 

6/29/2021 G. Bufo, L. Zumwalde 6:30am ς 8:30am 64-68°F, winds 0-3 mph, 50% cloud cover 

7/12/2021 G. Bufo, L. Zumwalde 6:30am ς 8:30am 64-68°F, winds 0-3 mph, 50% cloud cover 

7/23/2021 G. Bufo, L. Zumwalde 6:30am ς 8:30am 68-72°F, winds 0-3 mph, 50% cloud cover 
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3 Existing Conditions  

The following provides a summary of findings as a result of the literature review and field surveys, 
and a compilation of resources that occur, or have the potential to occur, within the Study Area. Site 
photographs are provided in Appendix A. 

3.1 Environmental Setting  

The linear project site extends approximately three miles along the Los Angeles River between 
Vanalden Avenue to Balboa Boulevard, in the neighborhoods of Reseda, Tarzana, and Encino in the 
San Fernando Valley, City of Los Angeles, California. The Los Angeles River is a perennial river that 
originates in the Simi Hills and Santa Susana Mountains west of the City of Los Angeles and 
discharges to the Pacific Ocean.  The majority of the river flows through a concrete-lined channel 
and a series of flood control basins before reaching the ocean.  The reach of the Los Angeles River 
within the Study Area is approximately 2 miles upstream of the Sepulveda Dam and the eastern 0.5 
mile of the project site is within the Sepulveda Basin Recreation Area. The portion of the Los 
Angeles River within Sepulveda Basin Recreation Area is channelized but not fully concrete-lined and 
supports dense, native black willow (Salix gooddingii) habitat. The larger Sepulveda Basin Recreation 
Area is a highly disturbed flood control basin containing a golf course, sports fields, off-road vehicle 
areas, ponds, and a water treatment plant. Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve is present on the far 
end of the basin, approximately 1.5 miles away from the Study Area and contains restored riparian 
and coastal scrub habitat.  

Surrounding land uses include urban development dominated by hardscape and landscaped 
vegetation. Reseda Park is near the center of the Study Area and the Sepulveda Basin Recreation 
Area is on the east end.   

3.2 Topography and Soils  

The banks of the Los Angeles River within the Study Area vary from approximately 700-780 feet 
Above Mean Sea Level (AMSL). The banks slope downward approximately 20-30 feet to the bottom 
of the Los Angeles River. Soils within the Study Area have been highly disturbed due to surrounding 
development and much of the area consists of fill. Based on a desktop review of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation ServiceΩǎ (NRCS) Custom Web 
Soil Survey (USDA 2021), the following soil types occur within the Study Area, as shown in Figure 3a 
and Figure 3b: 

Á Anacapa-Urban Land complex, 0 to 2 percent slopes 

Á Conejo-Urban land complex, 0 to 2 percent slopes 

Á Cropley-Urban land complex, 0 to 2 percent slopes 

Á Danville-Urban land complex, 0 to 2 percent slopes 

Á Mocho-Urban land complex, 0 to 2 percent slopes 

Á San Emigdio-Urban land complex, 0 to 2 percent slopes 

The Anacapa soil series is a non-hydric soil series that consists of deep, well drained soils that 
formed in alluvium derived from predominantly sedimentary rock sources. Anacapa soils are on 
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flood plains and on alluvial fans and have slopes of 0 to 9 percent. These soils are well drained, 
exhibit medium runoff, and moderately rapid permeability. 

The Conejo soil series is a hydric soil that consists of very deep, well drained soils that formed in 
alluvium from basic igneous or sedimentary rocks. Conejo soils are on alluvial fans and stream 
terraces with slopes of 0 to 9 percent. Conejo soils convey slow to medium runoff and are 
sometimes subject to occasional flooding. 

The Cropley soil series is a hydric soil series consisting of very deep, moderately well drained soils 
that formed in alluvium from mixed rock sources. Cropley soils are on alluvial fans, floodplains, and 
in small basins with slopes ranging from 0 to 15 percent. They convey medium to very high runoff 
with slow permeability. The soils are not flooded, although flooding may be controlled in some 
areas. 

The Danville soil series is a hydric soil consisting of very deep, well drained soils that formed in 
alluvium. Danville soils are on fans and terraces and have slopes of 0 to 9 percent. The soils formed 
in alluvium with some coarse sand derived from sedimentary and crystalline rocks. These soils are 
well drained with slow to medium runoff and slow permeability. 

The Mocho soil series is a hydric soil series that consists of very deep, well drained soils that formed 
in alluvium derived mostly from sandstone and shale rock sources. Mocho soils are generally on 
alluvial fans that have slopes of 0 to 9 percent. These soils are well drained, exhibit slow or medium 
runoff, and moderate or moderately slow permeability. 

The San Emigdio soil series is a non-hydric series consisting of very deep, well drained soils formed 
in dominantly sedimentary alluvium. San Emigdio soils are on fans and floodplains and have slopes 
of 0 to 15 percent. The soils formed in moderately coarse textured alluvium dominantly from 
sedimentary formations. These soils convey negligible to low runoff with moderately rapid 
permeability. 

3.3 Vegetation Communities  

The majority of the Study Area contains urban development with ornamental vegetation and 
disturbed, ruderal areas (Figure 4a and Figure 4b). 

Vegetation communities present within the Study Area include black willow woodlands. This 
community is dominated by black willow and arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis) at several stages of 
maturity, from small shrubs to trees up to 20 feet high or more, with cottonwood (Populus 
fremontii), western sycamore (Platanus racemosa), eucalyptus (Eucalyptus globulus), and mulefat 
(Baccharis salicifolia) scattered throughout at approximately 20% relative cover. This community is 
present within the Los Angeles River channel at the far east end of the Study Area. 

Other species observed within the Study Area are detailed in Appendix B and include coast live oak 
(Quercus agrifolia), oleander (Nerium oleander), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), Canary island date 
palm (Phoenix canariensis), giant reed (Arundo donax), fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum), and 
cattails (Typha latifolia).   

Developed areas in the Study Area consist of the concrete channel of the Los Angeles River, the Los 
Angeles River bicycle path/walkway, various cross streets and bridges, Reseda Park, and 
residential/commercial areas. 
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Figure 3a  Soils in the Study Area  ð Western Extent  
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Figure 3b Soils in the Study Area ð Eastern Extent 
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Figure 4a Vegetation with in the Study Area  ð Western Extent  
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Figure 4b Vegetation within the Study Area ð Eastern Extent  
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Disturbed areas within the Study Area are present west of Sepulveda Basin Recreation area and 
include areas that are mostly barren with sparse ruderal vegetation such as bromes (Bromus spp.) 
and mustards (Brassica spp.) These areas are heavily impacted by human activity including off road 
vehicle use and homeless encampments. 

Open water is present in non-vegetated and concrete lined portions of the Los Angeles River 
channel that overlap the edges of the Study Area.  

3.4 General Wildlife  

Common wildlife species utilizing the vegetated portions of the Los Angeles River may include 
Pacific treefrog (Pseudacris regilla), western fence lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis), great blue heron 
(Ardea herodias), black-necked stilt (Himantopus mexicanus), mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), red-
shouldered hawk (Buteo lineatus), black phoebe (Sayornis nigricans), and mammals such as raccoon 
(Procyon lotor), opossum (Didelphis virginiana), skunk (Mephitis spp.), and coyote (Canis latrans). 
Other species observed within the Study Area are be found in Table B-1.   
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4 Special -Status Biological Resources  

This section evaluates the potential for special-status species, habitat, and other resources to occur 
in the project footprint and Study Area based upon searches of background resource literature and 
databases, existing project documents, and field surveys. The assessment of special-status species 
potential to occur is based on upon known ranges and habitat preferences for the species, species 
occurrence records from the CNDDB and other sources in the vicinity of the development boundary, 
and previous reports from the Study Area. The potential for each special-status species to occur in 
the Study Area was evaluated according to the following criteria:  

Á Not Expected. Habitat on and adjacent to the site is clearly unsuitable for the species 
requirements (foraging, breeding, cover, substrate, elevation, hydrology, plant community, site 
history, disturbance regime). 

Á Low Potential. Few of the habitat components meeting the species requirements are present, 
and/or the majority of habitat on and adjacent to the site is unsuitable or of very poor quality. 
The species is not likely to be found on the site. 

Á Moderate Potential. Some of the habitat components meeting the species requirements are 
present, and/or only some of the habitat on or adjacent to the site is unsuitable. The species has 
a moderate probability of being found on the site. 

Á High Potential. All of the habitat components meeting the species requirements are present 
and/or most of the habitat on or adjacent to the site is highly suitable. The species has a high 
probability of being found on the site. 

Á Present. Species was observed on the site or has been recorded (e.g., CNDDB, other reports) on 
the site within the last five years. 

For the purpose of this report, special-status species are those plants and animals listed, proposed 
for listing, or candidates for listing as Threatened or Endangered by the USFWS and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) under the ESA; those listed for listing as Rare, Threatened, or 
Endangered by the CDFW under the CESA or Native Plant Protection Act; those recognized as 
Species of Special Concern (SSC) by the CDFW; and plant species included on lists 1 and 2 of the 
CNPS California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR) system. Furthermore, biological resources, including 
vegetation communities, are ranked globally (G) and State-wide (S) 1 through 5.  

Vegetation communities are also considered special-status biological resources if they have limited 
distributions, have high value for sensitive wildlife, contain special-status species, or are particularly 
susceptible to disturbance. The CDFW ranks special-status communities as άǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘέ ƻǊ άǾŜǊȅ 
threateneŘέ and have historical records of their occurrences in the CNDDB.  

4.1 Special -Status Species  

A total of 52 special-status plant species, and 45 special-status wildlife species are documented near 
the Study Area, based on a 9-quad search in the CNDDB (CDFW 2021a and 2021b) and CNPS 
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of California (CNPS 2021). Of the special-status species 
documented in database searches, only one species, least .ŜƭƭΩǎ vireo, is present in the Study Area. 
Other riparian birds are expected to occur within habitats adjacent to the project site, such as 
yellow warbler (Setophaga petechia), which was also present. One other species, western red bat, 
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was determined to have a moderate potential to occur based on habitat; however, focused bat 
surveys conducted in 2021 determined that this species is absent from the Study Area. All other 
special-status species are unlikely to occur due to the developed condition of the Study Area and 
the limited project footprint. A list of these species and a discussion on their potential to occur in 
the Study Area is provided in Appendix C. The potential for special status species to occur is 
summarized below.  

4.1.1 Special -Status Plant  Species  

Special-status plant species typically have very specific habitat requirements that may include, but 
are not limited to, surrounding vegetation communities, soil type, elevation levels, and topography. 
During the field assessment, no special-status plant species were observed or otherwise detected. 
While some potentially occurring plant species may not have been blooming at the time of the 
survey, elements of suitable habitat for special-status plant species were not documented within 
the project site. It is unlikely that species would be present due to the high fragmentation of the site 
(isolated and concrete channel) and historic disturbance and development of the Study Area. No 
special-status plant species have a moderate or high potential to occur in the Study Area. 

4.1.2 Special -Status Wildlife Species  

Special-status species with moderate to high potential to occur are discussed further below. 

Least Bellõs Vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus) ð Federal Endangered, State 

Endangered  

The federally and State endangered lŜŀǎǘ .ŜƭƭΩǎ ǾƛǊŜƻ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘǎ ŘŜƴǎŜ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ƭƻǿ-growing 
thickets along water or intermittent streams. Dominant vegetation typically associated with least 
.ŜƭƭΩǎ ǾƛǊŜƻ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ willow, cottonwood, and mulefat. Nesting habitat consists of thickets of 
willow or other low-lying shrubs in riparian areas. It occurs in southern California during its nesting 
period in the late spring and summer months and migrates south during the winter months. Least 
.ŜƭƭΩǎ ǾƛǊŜƻ is present and nests within the black willow woodlands in the floodplain of the Los 
Angeles River at the far eastern end of the Study Area (Rincon 2021a). Specifically, two breeding 
pairs were observed during the 2021 protocol surveys. This species has also been documented 
within the adjacent Sepulveda Basin Recreation Area (CDFW 2021a).   

Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia ) ð CDFW Species of Special Concern  

The CDFW species of special concern, yellow warbler, inhabits thickets and riparian growth along 
streams and wetlands. Dominant vegetation typically associated with yellow warbler habitat include 
willow, alder, and moisture-loving plants. Nesting habitat consists of shrubs and willows, with a nest 
typically built in a vertical fork of a bush or tree. Yellow warblers occur in California during its 
migration and nesting period in both spring and fall. Yellow warbler was present during protocol 
surveys, but no nests were observed (Rincon 2021a). However, the far eastern end of the Study 
Area contains dense riparian vegetation suitable for nesting. 

Western Red Bat  (Lasiurus blossevillii ) ð CDFW Species of Spe cial Concern  

Western red bat, a CDFW Species of Special Concern, was determined to have a low potential to 
occur in the Study Area based on review of CNDDB records and on-site habitat characteristics. 
Suitable roosting habitat for western red bat habitat exists in trees along the corridor of the Los 
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Angeles River within the Study Area. The western red bat roosts primarily in trees 2-40 feet from the 
ground and prefer habitat edges and mosaics with trees that are protected from above and open 
below with open areas for foraging. This species may roost in trees in and near the Study Area and 
forage in open areas nearby such as parks. However, it is unlikely that maternity roosts would 
establish due to the consistent presence of human activity in the Los Angeles River at the Study 
Area. Focused bat surveys were conducted by Rincon biologists to determine the presence of 
protected bat species. Western red bat is absent from the Study Area based on results of the 
focused bat surveys (Rincon 2021b).  

Nesting Birds  and Raptors  

Migratory birds could use the riparian vegetation within the Los Angeles River for nesting during the 
breeding season and for dispersal during migration. The Study Area does contain habitat for 
common nesting birds; however, due to human activity in the Study Area, nesting activity may be 
reduced. While raptors may nest in the vicinity, it is not likely that raptors will nest in the trees in 
the Study Area due to larger, more suitable trees being present in the vicinity. 

Critical Habitat  

Critical Habitat is defined in Section 3(5)(A) of the ESA as:  

Á Specific areas within the geographical area occupied by the species at the time of listing, on 
which are found those physical or biological features that are essential to the conservation of 
the listed species and that may require special management considerations or protection  

Á Specific areas outside the geographical area occupied by the species at the time of listing that 
are essential for the conservation of a listed species 

The Study Area does not occur within any designated Critical Habitat. No Critical Habitat occurs 
within five miles of the Study Area.  

4.2 Special -Status Vegetation Communities  

Based on information obtained from the desktop review, several habitats occur in the region that 
are afforded protection by a federal, state, or local authority. For the purpose of this report, 
sensitive habitats include the sensitive vegetation communities listed as sensitive by the CDFW 
and/or local agencies. 

There is approximately 12 acres of black and arroyo willow woodlands (Figure 4b) in the far eastern 
portion of the Study Area is classified as a sensitive vegetation community according to CDFW. No 
other sensitive vegetation communities were observed within the Study Area.  

4.3 Jurisdictional Aquatic Resources  

In accordance with Section 1602 of the CFGC, the CDFW has jurisdiction over activities that impact 
lakes and streambeds in a manner that may adversely affect fish and wildlife resources. While 
wetlands are not mentioned in this section of the CFGC, the CDFW regulates wetland areas when 
they are part of a river, stream, or lake. A segment of the Los Angeles River is located in the Study 
Area (Rincon 2020)Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ /5C²Ωǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ /CD/ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мслн.  
The river channel includes the riparian Black Willow Woodlands displayed on Figure 4b. 
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Under Section 404 of the CWA, the USACE has authority to regulate activities that discharge fill of 
material into wetlands or othŜǊ άǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ Statesέ through issuance of a Section 404 
Permit. The Study Area contains the Los Angeles River which discharges to the Pacific Ocean and is 
considered to be waters of the United States.   

¢ƘŜ [!w²v/. Ƙŀǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ άǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜέ ǇǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ ǘƻ the Porter-Cologne Water 
Quality Control Act, and also has the responsibility for issuance of Water Quality Certifications per 
Section 401 of the federal CWA. The Los Angeles River is considered to be waters of the state. 

4.3.1 Los Angeles River  

The Los Angeles River originates in the Simi Hills and Santa Susana Mountains west of the City of Los 
Angeles. The Los Angeles River flows eastward toward Burbank, then southward to Long Beach and 
discharges to the Pacific Ocean. The banks of the Los Angeles River within the study area vary from 
approximately 700-780 feet above mean sea level. The banks slope downward approximately 20-30 
feet to the bottom of the Los Angeles River. Surrounding land uses include urban development 
dominated by hardscape and landscaped vegetation. Reseda Park is present near the center of the 
project site and the Sepulveda Basin Recreation Area is on the east end.  

A large portion of the river flows through a concrete-lined channel and a series of flood control 
basins before reaching the Pacific Ocean. The majority of the Los Angeles River within the study area 
is a concrete-lined channel, including the Caballero Creek tributary stream. Black willow woodlands 
are present within a section of soft-bottom channel (i.e., soft-bottom portion) at the far eastern end 
of the study area. Within the concrete lined portion of the Los Angeles River, the OHWM is defined 
by the structure of the concrete and water stains present on the concrete. Within the study area, 
the OHWM varies from 15-20 feet in width. The concrete banks of the Los Angeles River are 
approximately 20-30 feet high and slope downward at an approximately 45o angle from the top of 
the bank. The tops of the banks are gravel, packed dirt, and concrete throughout the study area. 

The segment of the Los Angeles River within the Study Area represents approximately 34.72 acres 
(16,548 linear feet) of non-wetland Waters of the US/State under the jurisdiction of USACE and 
LARWQCB. Approximately 85.39 acres (16,548 linear feet) of Streambed under CDFW jurisdiction is 
also present in the Study Area (Figure 5a through Figure 5g). 

4.4 Wildlife Movement  

Wildlife movement corridors are defined as areas that connect suitable wildlife habitat areas in a 
region otherwise fragmented by rugged terrain, changes in vegetation, or human disturbance. 
Natural features such as canyon drainages, ridgelines, or areas with vegetation cover provide 
corridors for wildlife travel. On a local scale, wildlife movement corridors are important because 
they provide access to mates, food, and water. On a landscape scale, wildlife movement corridors 
allow the dispersal of individuals away from high population density areas and facilitate the 
exchange of genetic traits between populations.  

Regional and local wildlife movements are expected to be concentrated near topographic features 
that allow convenient passage, including roads, drainages, and ridgelines.  

In the vicinity of the proposed project, land use to the north, east, and south consists primarily of 
residential, commercial, and industrial uses and heavily-travelled arterial roads and does not 
support wildlife corridors that allow for wildlife movement.  
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Figure 5a Mapbook of Jurisdictional Delineation  
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Figure 5b Jurisdictional Delineation ð Sheet 1 

  








































