
        

   
 

 

 
 

   
 

   
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
          

 
 

                                             
                     
              

                  
  

 
              

    
 

                     
 

 
                                                

  
 
 
 

  
      

 
      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   
   

 

 
    

   
 
 
 

             

_______________________________________________ 

Notice of Preparation 

Notice of Preparation

Caltrans, District 4 To: From:

111 Grand Avenue, MS 8B 
Oakland, CA 94612(Address) (Address)

Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 

Caltrans will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an environmental 
impact report for the project identified below. We need to know the views of your agency as to the scope and
content of the environmental information which is germane to your agency's statutory responsibilities in
connection with the proposed project. Your agency will need to use the EIR prepared by our agency when
considering your permit or other approval for the project.

________________________________________ 

The project description, location, and the potential environmental effects are contained in the attached
materials. A copy of the Initial Study ( is X is not ) attached. 

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date but not later 
than 30 days after receipt of this notice. 

Ellen Doudna, Associate Environmental Planner 
Please send your response to at the address
shown above. We will need the name for a contact person in your agency.

US 101/Zanker Road/Skyport Drive/Fourth Street Improvement Project 
Project Title: 

Project Applicant, if any: Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 

09/13/2021 Date Signature 

Title Associate Environmental Planner 

Telephone 510-847-3804 

Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 14, (CEQA Guidelines) Sections 15082(a), 15103, 15375. 

Notice of Preparation 

Notice of Preparation 

To: From:

(Address) (Address)

Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 

________________________________________willbe theLeadAgencyandwillprepareanenvironmental
impact report for the project identified below. We need to know the views of your agency as to the scope and  
content of the environmental information which is germane to your agency's statutory responsibilities in  
connection with the proposed project. Your agency will need to use the EIR prepared by our agency when 
considering your permit or other approval for the project.

The project description, location, and the potential environmental effects are contained in the attached 
materials. A copy of the Initial Study ( is is not ) attached.

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date but not later 
than 30 days after receipt of this notice.

Please send your response to _______________________________________________ at the address 
shown above. We will need the name for a contact person in your agency.

Date Signature

Title

Telephone

Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 14, (CEQA Guidelines) Sections 15082(a), 15103, 15375. 

Caltrans, District 4
111 Grand Avenue, MS 8B
Oakland, CA 94612

Caltrans

X

Ellen Doudna, Associate Environmental Planner

US 101/Zanker Road/Skyport Drive/Fourth Street Improvement Project

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority

09/13/2021
Associate Environmental Planner

510-847-3804











     

  
   

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

   

 
  

       

 

    
    

  
  

    
    

 

 
     

   

o  Skyport Drive/Technology Place/Southbound US 101 on-ramp. 
o  Skyport Drive/ Fourth Street. 
o  Zanker Road/Old Bayshore Highway/Northbound US 101 on-ramp. 

Other Improvements 

•  Old Bayshore Highway would be elevated to intersect with the new Zanker Road 
overcrossing. Traffic from southbound I-880 heading for northbound US 101 
would ascend to the intersection, go through the traffic signal, and descend to a 
new northbound US 101 collector-distributor road where it would enter the 
freeway at a new on-ramp location. 

•  The following local streets would be widened to accommodate traffic from the 
above-described overcrossing connection and ramp modifications: 

o  Skyport Drive between First Street and Fourth Street 
o  Bering Drive between Brokaw Road and Zanker Road 
o  Brokaw Road between Bering Drive and Zanker Road 
o  Zanker Road between Bering Drive and US 101 
o  Fourth Street from north of Koll Circle to US 101 

•  Local traffic (accessing the Bay 101 Casino and an office building planned 
development) would be separated from the southbound on-ramp traffic along 
Technology Place. 

Probable Environmental Effects 

Based on preliminary surveys and information, Caltrans has identified the following 
main subject areas for analysis in the EIR/EA. The scope of environmental analysis will 
be modified based on public input during the Project scoping period. 

Air Quality 

An air quality analysis will be completed to quantify the effects of the Project on the 
ambient air quality of the project study area and the region. An air quality study will be 
completed to document if the Project will expose residences or other sensitive receptors 
to substantial air quality pollutants. The environmental document will summarize this 
study and identify Best Management Practices (BMPs) and, if necessary, mitigation 
measures to reduce impacts to air quality during construction and operation. 

Biological Resources 

A biological study will be completed to determine if sensitive wildlife, plants, or habitat is 
present within the project study area. In addition, a tree survey will be completed to 
identify the trees anticipated to be removed by the Project. The environmental 

Notice of Preparation of a Draft EIR/EA for the US 101/Zanker Rd./Skyport Dr./Fourth St. Improvement Project 5 



     

     
    

 

  
  
      

  

 

      
  

 

 

 

   
     

   
  

  

 

   
  

   
 

 

    
   

  
 

document will summarize the biological study and tree survey and, if necessary, identify 
mitigation measures to reduce or avoid impacts to biological resources. 

Community Impacts 

Potential social, economic, public services, land use, and growth impacts will be 
discussed and addressed in the environmental document, including potential community 
concerns during construction of the Project. If necessary, mitigation measures to reduce 
or avoid community impacts will be identified. 

Cultural Resources 

Archaeological and historic architectural reports, and Native American consultation, will 
be completed to determine if cultural resources would be impacted by the Project. The 
environmental document will summarize the reports and consultation process and, if 
necessary, identify mitigation measures to reduce or avoid impacts to cultural 
resources. 

Geology and Soils 

Geology and paleontology reports will be completed to identify geologic hazards, such 
as active faults, landslides, and liquefiable soils, and the potential for fossils to be 
present in the project area. The reports will be summarized in the environmental 
document. If necessary, mitigation measures to reduce or avoid geology and soils 
impacts will be identified. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

A greenhouse gas (GHG) study will be completed to determine if the Project would 
substantially increase GHG emissions. The environmental document will summarize the 
study and, if necessary, identify mitigation measures to reduce or avoid GHG emission 
impacts. 

Hazardous Materials 

A hazardous materials report will be completed to determine the potential for the Project 
to disturb contaminated soil. The report will be summarized in the environmental 
document. If necessary, mitigation measures will be identified to reduce or avoid 
hazardous materials impacts. 

Notice of Preparation of a Draft EIR/EA for the US 101/Zanker Rd./Skyport Dr./Fourth St. Improvement Project 6 



     

 

  
 

   
 

   
  

 

 
   

      

  

 

     
        

    
  

  

   
    

    
 

  
 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

Hydraulic/flooding reports and a sea level rise analysis will be prepared to assess 
Project impacts on hydrologic conditions in the surrounding area. Short and long-term 
effects of the Project on water quality will be analyzed and summarized in the 
environmental document, including temporary water quality impacts resulting from 
construction activities. Construction BMPs and, if necessary, mitigation measures to 
reduce or avoid water quality impacts will be identified. 

Noise and Vibration 

A noise study report will be prepared to determine if construction and/or operational 
noise or vibration impacts would occur on nearby land uses. Current noise levels will be 
measured, and future noise levels will be modeled based on Project traffic operations. 
The environmental document will summarize the noise study and, if necessary, identify 
mitigation measures to reduce or avoid noise impacts. 

Visual 

An assessment of visual and aesthetic effects due to the Project and related to 
proposed structures, lighting, and tree and vegetation removal will be completed and 
summarized in the environmental document. If necessary, mitigation measures will be 
identified to reduce or avoid visual and aesthetic impacts. 

Traffic and Transportation 

A traffic analysis will be completed for the Project. The traffic analysis will focus on 
improvements to freeway and roadway operations in the project area and calculate 
vehicle miles travelled (VMT) with and without the Project. Potential impacts to bicycle 
and pedestrian circulation will also be analyzed and summarized in the environmental 
document. If necessary, mitigation measures will be identified to reduce or avoid 
transportation impacts. 

Notice of Preparation of a Draft EIR/EA for the US 101/Zanker Rd./Skyport Dr./Fourth St. Improvement Project 7 
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