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SCH # 2021100003

Project Title: Chalan Solar and Storage Project

Lead Agency: Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department

Contact Name: Janice Mayes, Planner IlI

I mayesj@kerncounty.com 661-862-8793

Emai Phone Number:

Project Location: Unincorporated, Kern County
City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The proposed project would develop a PV solar facility and associated infrastructure necessary to generate up to 65 MW
of renewable electrical energy with the ability to store up to 4-hours/100 MWh or 25 MW of energy on approximately 618
acres of privately owned land in the northern portion of the San Joaquin Valley, in unincorporated Kern County.

[The proposed project requests approval of the following applications by the County: Conditional Use Permit No. 12, Map
No. 3 (solar facility) 618 acres; Conditional Use Permit No. 13, Map 3 (telecommunication tower); Williamson Act
Cancellation Contract 21-01. Site is zoned A (Exclusive Agriculture). Per Chapter 19.12.030.G of Kern County Zoning
Ordinance, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) is required for the construction and operation of the PV solar facility and
pursuant to Chapter 19.12.030.F, a CUP is required to allow the construction and operation of a communication tower.
Approximately 225,000 to 250,000 modules will be mounted on metal racks that rotate from east to west during the day.
Power generated by the proposed project would be collected on-site at a project substation and transferred via a 230 kV
generation tie (gen-tie) line to the point of interconnection at PGE Arco substation.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Impacts for the following have been found to be cumulatively considerable: Aesthetics (project and cumulative),
Agriculture and Forestry Resources (project and cumulative), Air Quality (cumulative only), Biological Resources
(cumulative only), and Wildfire (cumulative only). Mitigation Measures MM 4.1-1 through MM 4.1-3 would reduce visual
impacts associated with the proposed project by limiting vegetation removal, planting native vegetation, providing privacy
fencing, reducing the visibility of project features, and ensuring that the site is kept free of debris and trash. Native
vegetation would be left in place around the proposed project area where feasible, allowing for a natural screening of
project components. Mitigation Measure MM 4.2-1 is provided to ensure the loss of Williamson Act lands are accounted
for; however, impacts would not be reduced to a level that is less than significant because the project would still result in
a cancellation of an open space contract for the protection of agricultural lands. Impacts would remain significant and
unavoidable. As development increases within Kern County, impacts to biological resources within the region are
increasing on a cumulative level. When considered with the number of present and reasonably foreseeable future
development projects in the San Joaquin Valley, the proposed project would result in a significant and unavoidable
cumulative loss of foraging and nesting habitat for special-status species, even with the implementation of
project-specific mitigation measures. The loss of such habitat for special-status species that may utilize habitat on the
project site would result in a significant and unavoidable cumulative While the potential for fire is considered moderate,
Mitigation Measure 4.14-1 would be implemented to ensure that a Fire Safety Plan is prepared that contains notification
procedures and emergency fire precautions, and submitted to the Kern County Fire Department for review and approval.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Areas of controversy were identified through written agency and public comments received during the scoping period.
Public comments received during the scoping period are provided in Appendix A. In summary, the following issues were
identified during scoping and are addressed in the appropriate sections of Chapter 4, Environmental Setting, Impacts,

and Mitigation Measures: Impacts related to agriculture; Impacts related to air quality; and Impacts related to biological
resources

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

N/A
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