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DATE: June 15, 2023

TO: See Attached Mailing List FROM: Kern County Planning and Natural
Resources Department
Attn: Janice Mayes
2700 “M” Street, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 862-8793; mayesj@kerncounty.com

SUBJECT: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) FOR THE CHALAN SOLAR
AND STORAGE PROJECT BY CHALAN CA SOLAR AND STORAGE, LLC
(PP21402)

Dear Interested Party:

The Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department as Lead Agency has prepared a Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) to allow for the construction and operation of photovoltaic solar
facilities and associated infrastructure necessary to generate up to 65 megawatts-alternating current
(MW-AC) of renewable energy, including up to 25 MW of energy storage, on approximately 618 acres of
privately-owned land. The project would be supported by a 230-kilovolt (kV) gen-tie overhead and/or
underground electrical transmission line(s) originating from a substation and terminating at the PG&E Arco
Substation. The project’s permanent facilities would include, but are not limited to, service roads, a power
collection system, inverter stations, transformer systems, transmission lines, electrical switchyards, project
substation, and an energy (battery) storage system.

The project site is located on one 618-acre private parcel within Section 3 of Township 25 South, Range 19
East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian (MDB&M), approximately 16 miles south of Kettleman City and
approximately 14 miles northwest of the community of Lost Hills. The proposed project is in the northwest
portion of unincorporated Kern County along the northern border of Kern County and the southern border
of Kings County in the Central Valley. The proposed project is approximately 4 miles east of Baker Road
and Highway 33 (West Side Highway), approximately 2 miles west of King Road, and approximately
7 miles west of Interstate 5 (I-5). The nearest public roadway is King Road and 25th Avenue, located
approximately 1 to 2 miles to the east of the project site.

Implementation of the project as proposed includes the following requests:

(@) One Conditional Use Permit CUP No. 12, Map No. 3, to allow for the construction and operation of a
solar facility with a total generating capacity of approximately 65 megawatts within the A (Exclusive
Agriculture) Zone District, pursuant to Section 19.12.030.G of the Kern County Zoning Ordinance;

(b) One Conditional Use Permit No. 13, Map No. 3, to allow for construction and operation of a
telecommunications tower at the solar facility in the A (Exclusive Agriculture) Zone District, pursuant
to section 19.12.030.F of the Kern County Zoning Ordinance; and



(c) One Williamson Act Cancellation 21-06 to remove parcel 043-210-28 from its current Williamson Act
Contract.

If we have not received a reply from you by July 31, 2023, at 5:00 p.m., we will assume that you have no
comments regarding this Draft EIR.

Should you have any questions regarding this project, please do not hesitate to contact me at
mayesj@kerncounty.com or (661) 862-8793.

Sincerely,

Janice Mayes, Planner 111
Advanced Planning Division


mailto:mayesj@kerncounty.com

I:\Planning\WORKGRPS\WP\LABELS\
Chalan_Solar_Agency_Labels JANICE

CUP 12, MAP 3
es (12/22/2022)

Los Angeles Co Reg Planning Dept
320 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Santa Barbara Co Resource Mgt Dept
123 East Anapamu Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

U.S. Bureau of Land Management
Caliente/Bakersfield

3801 Pegasus Drive

Bakersfield, CA 93308-6837

U.S. Dept of Agriculture/NRCS
5080 California Avenue, Ste 150
Bakersfield, CA 93309-0711

State Air Resources Board
Stationary Resource Division
P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA 95812

State Clearinghouse

Office of Planning and Research
1400 - 10th Street, Room 222
Sacramento, CA 95814

Office of the State Geologist
Headquarters

801 "K" Street, MS 12-30
Sacramento, CA 95814

State Dept of Conservation
Div Recycling Cert. Sec.
801 "K" Street, MS 19-01
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Energy Commission
James W. Reed, Jr.

1516 Ninth Street

Mail Stop 17

Sacramento, CA 95814

Inyo County Planning Dept
P.O. Drawer "L"
Independence, CA 93526

San Bernardino Co Planning Dept

385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 1st Floor

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182

Tulare County Planning & Dev Dept
5961 South Mooney Boulevard
Visalia, CA 93291

U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Division of Ecological Services
2800 Cottage Way #W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Regulatory Division

1325 "J" Street, #1350
Sacramento, CA 95814-2920

So. San Joaquin Valley Arch Info Ctr
California State University of Bkfd
9001 Stockdale Highway
Bakersfield, CA 93311

State Dept of Conservation
Director's Office

801 "K" Street, MS 24-01
Sacramento, CA 95814-3528

State Dept of Conservation
Office of Land Conservation
801 "K" Street, MS 18-01
Sacramento, CA 95814

State Mining and Geology Board
801 K Street, MS 20-15
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Fish & Wildlife
1234 East Shaw Avenue
Fresno, CA 93710

Kings County Planning Agency
1400 West Lacey Blvd, Bldg 6
Hanford, CA 93230

San Luis Obispo Co Planning Dept
Planning and Building

976 Osos Street

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

Ventura County RMA Planning Div
800 South Victoria Avenue, L1740
Ventura, CA 93009-1740

Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX Office

75 Hawthorn Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

U.S. Postal Service

Address Management Systems
28201 Franklin Parkway
Santa Clarita, CA 91383-9321

Caltrans/Dist 6
Planning/Land Bank Bldg.
P.O. Box 12616

Fresno, CA 93778

State Dept of Conservation

Geologic Energy Management Division

4800 Stockdale Highway, Ste 108
Bakersfield, CA 93309

State Dept of Conservation
Office of Mine Reclamation
801 "K" Street MS 09-06
Sacramento, CA 95814-3529

California State University
Bakersfield - Library

9001 Stockdale Highway
Bakersfield, CA 93309

State Dept of Food & Agriculture
1220 "N" Street
Sacramento, CA 95814



California Highway Patrol
Planning & Analysis Division
P.O. Box 942898
Sacramento, CA 94298-0001

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Drinking Water

Attn: Jesse Dhaliwal, Sr. Sanitary Eng
4925 Commerce Drive, Suite 120
Bakersfield, CA 93309

State Lands Commission
100 Howe Avenue, Ste 100-South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

State Dept of Water Resources

San Joaquin Dist.

3374 East Shields Avenue, Room A-7
Fresno, CA 93726

Kern County Public Works Department/
Building & Development/Floodplain

Kern County Fire Dept
David Witt, Fire Chief

Kern County Library/Beale
Andie Sullivan

Kern County Parks & Recreation

Kern County Public Works
Department/Operations &

Maintenance/Regulatory Monitoring &
Reporting

Wasco Union High School Dist
P.O. Box 250
Wasco, CA 93280

State Office of Historical Pres
Attention Susan Stratton

P.O. Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 95296-0001

Public Utilities Comm Energy Div
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

State Dept of Toxic Substance Control
Environmental Protection Agency
1515 Tollhouse Road

Clovis, CA 93612

Kern County
Agriculture Department

Kern County Public Works Department/
Building & Development/Survey

Kern County Fire Dept
Cary Wright, Fire Marshall

Kern County Library
Wasco Branch

1102 Seventh Street
Wasco. CA 93280

Kern County Sheriff's Dept
Administration

Kern County Public Works Department/
Building & Development/Code
Compliance

Kern County Superintendent of Schools

Attention School District Facility Services

1300 - 17th Street
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Integrated Waste Management
P.O. Box 4025, MS #15
Sacramento, CA 95812-4025

California Regional Water Quality
Control Board/Central Valley Region
1685 E Street

Fresno, CA 93706-2020

Cal Environmental Protection Agency/
Dept of Toxic Substances Control, Reg 1
Attn: Dave Kereazis, Permit Div - CEQA
8800 Cal Center Drive, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95826

Kern County Administrative Officer

Kern County
Env Health Services Department

Kern County Library/Beale
Local History Room
Attn: Andie Sullivan

Kern County Museum
3801 Chester Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Kern County Public Works Department/
Building & Development/Development
Review

Mojave Town Council
Bill Deaver, President
P.O. Box 1113

Mojave, CA 93502-1113

KernCOG
1401 19th Street - Suite 300
Bakersfield, CA 93301



Local Agency Formation Comm/LAFCO
5300 Lennox Avenue, Suite 303
Bakersfield, CA 93309

San Joaquin Valley

Air Pollution Control District
1990 East Gettysburg Avenue
Fresno, CA 93726

Kern Audubon Society
Attn: Frank Bedard, Chairman
4124 Chardonnay Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93306

Center on Race, Poverty
& the Environmental/
CA Rural Legal Assistance Foundation
1012 Jefferson Street
Delano, CA 93215

Native American Heritage Council
of Kern County

Attn: Gene Albitre

3401 Aslin Street

Bakersfield, CA 93312

Southern California Gas Co
35118 McMurtrey Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93308-9477

David Laughing Horse Robinson
P.O. Box 20849
Bakersfield, CA 93390

Santa Rosa Rancheria

Ruben Barrios, Chairperson
P.O.Box 8
Lemoore, CA 93245

Tubatulabals of Kern County
Attn: Robert Gomez, Chairperson
P.O. Box 226

Lake Isabella, CA 93240

Renewal Resources Group
Holding Company
Rupal Patel
113 South La Brea Avenue, 3rd Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90036

Lost Hills Union School Dist
P.O. Box 158
Lost Hills, CA 93249

West Side Mosquito
Abatement Dist.
P.O. Box 205

Taft, CA 93268

Los Angeles Audubon
926 Citrus Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90036-4929

Defenders of Wildlife/

Kim Delfino, California Dir
980 - 9th Street, Suite 1730
Sacramento, CA 95814

Pacific Gas & Electric Co
Land Projects

650 "O" Street, First Floor
Fresno, CA 93760-0001

Southern California Gas Co
Transportation Dept

9400 Oakdale Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91313-6511

Kern Valley Indian Council

Attn: Robert Robinson, Chairperson
P.O. Box 401

Weldon, CA 93283

Tejon Indian Tribe

Kathy Morgan, Chairperson

1731 Hasti-acres Drive, Suite 108
Bakersfield, CA 93309

Tule River Indian Tribe
Neal Peyron, Chairperson
P.O. Box 589

Porterville, CA 93258

Sempra Generation
Marilyn Burke

101 Ash Street HQ-14A
San Diego, CA 921017

Kern County Water Agency
P.O. Box 58
Bakersfield, CA 93302-0058

Adams, Broadwell, Joseph & Cardozo
Attention: Janet M. Laurain

601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000
South San Francisco, CA 94080

Center on Race, Poverty
& the Environment
Attn: Marissa Alexander
1999 Harrison Street — Suite 650
San Francisco, CA 94612

California Farm Bureau
2300 River Plaza Drive, NRED
Sacramento, CA 95833

Sierra Club/Kern Kaweah Chapter
P.O. Box 3357
Bakersfield, CA 93385

Chumash Council of Bakersfield
2421 "QO" Street
Bakersfield, CA 93301-2441

Kern Valley Indian Council
Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 401

Weldon, CA 93283

Kitanemuk & Yowlumne Tejon Indians
Chairperson

115 Radio Street

Bakersfield, CA 93305

Terra-Gen Power, LLC

Randy Hoyle

11512 El Camino Real, Suite 370
San Diego, CA 92130-3025

David Walsh
22941 Banducci Road
Tehachapi, CA 93561



Congentrix Sunshine, LLC
Rick Neff

9405 Arrowpoint Blvd
Charlotte, NC 28273

T.T. Case
P.O. Box 2416
Tehachapi, CA 93581"

Wind Stream, LLC
Albert Davies

1275 - 4th Street, No. 107
Santa Rosa, CA 95404

Sarah K. Friedman

Beyond Coal Campaign/Sierra Club
1417 Calumet Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90026

PG&E

Steven Ng, Manager
Renewal Dev, T&D Intercon
77 Beal Street, Room 5361
San Francisco, CA 94105

Recurrent Energy

Seth Israel

300 California Street, 8th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94101-1407

Matthew Gorman

The Gorman Law Firm

1346 E. Walnut Street, Suite 220
Pasadena, CA 91106

LIUNA

Attn: Danny Zaragoza
2201 "H" Street
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Terra-Gen Power, LLC

Attn: Steve Yatsko

11512 El Camino Real, Suite 370
San Diego, CA 92130-3025

Fotowatio Renewable Ventures
Sean Kiernan

44 Montgomery Street, Suite 2200
San Francisco, CA 94104

Structure Cast

Larry Turpin, Precast Sales Manager
8261 McCutchen Road

Bakersfield, CA 93311

Darren Kelly
Sr. Business Manager
Terra-Gen Power, LLC

1095 Ave of the Americas — FL 25, Ste A

New York, NY 10036-6797

Robert Burgett
9261 - 60th Street, West
Mojave, CA 93501

Wayne Mayes

Iberdrola Renewables

Dir Tech Serv

1125 NW Couch St, Ste 700, 7th FI
Portland, OR 97209

Kate Kelly

Kelly Group

P.O. Box 868
Winters, CA 95694

Joyce LoBasso
P.O. Box 6003
Bakersfield, CA 93386

Mojave Foundation
Attn: Todd Quelet
16922 Airport Boulevard
Mojave, CA 93501

Lozeau Drury LLP
1939 Harrison Street, Suite 150
Oakland, CA 94612

EDP Renewables Company
North America, LLC

53 SW Yambhill Street
Portland, OR 97204

Marcus V. da Cunha

Vice President of Development
EcoPlexus, Inc.

650 Townsend Street, Suite 310
San Francisco, CA 94103

Bill Barnes

Dir of Asset Mgmt

AES Midwest Wind Gen

P.O. Box 2190

Palm Springs, CA 92263-2190

Lozeau Drury LLP
1939 Harrison Street, Suite 150
Oakland, CA 94612

Michael Strickler

Iberdrola Renewables, Sr Proj Mgr
1125 NW Couch St, Ste 700, 7th Fl
Portland, OR 97209

Carol Lawhon

Association Executive, IOM
Tehachapi Area Assoc of Realtors
803 Tucker Road

Tehachapi, CA 93561

Leadership Counsel for Justice &
Accountability

1527 - 19th Street, Suite 212
Bakersfield, CA 93301

SUPERVISOR COUCH
DISTRICT #4

Sierra Club/Kern Kaweah Chapter
Attn: Sarah Friedman

P.O. Box 3357

Bakersfield, CA 93385



NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND HEARING ON
THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
FOR THE PROPOSED CHALAN SOLAR AND STORAGE PROJECT

This is to advise that the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department has prepared an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project identified below. As mandated by State law, the
minimum public review period for this document is 45 days.

PROJECT TITLE: Chalan Solar and Storage Project by Chalan CA Solar and Storage, LLC (PP21402);
CUP 12, Map #3; CUP 13, Map #3; and Williamson Act Land Use Cancellation # 21-06

PROJECT LOCATION:

The project site is located on one 618-acre private parcel within Section 3 of Township 25 South, Range 19
East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian (MDB&M), approximately 16 miles south of Kettleman City and
approximately 14 miles northwest of the community of Lost Hills. The proposed project is in the northwest
portion of unincorporated Kern County along the northern border of Kern County and the southern border
of Kings County in the Central Valley. The proposed project is approximately 4 miles east of Baker Road
and Highway 33 (West Side Highway), approximately 2 miles west of King Road, and approximately
7 miles west of Interstate 5 (I-5). The nearest public roadway is King Road and 25th Avenue, located
approximately 1 to 2 miles to the east of the project site.

DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: The document and documents referenced in the Draft EIR are available
for review at the Planning Natural Resources Department, 2700 "M" Street, Suite 100, Bakersfield, CA
93301 or on the Departmental website (https://kernplanning.com/planning/environmental-
documents/).

PUBLIC HEARING AND COMMENT: Kern County is soliciting comments on the adequacy and
completeness of the analysis and proposed mitigation measures described in the Draft EIR. You may
comment by providing testimony at the public hearing on:

DATE: September 24, 2023

TIME: 7:00 P.M. or soon thereafter

LOCATION: Chambers of the Board of Supervisors
Kern County Administrative Center, First Floor
1115 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93301

And/or submitting written comments to the project planner identified below prior to the close of the public
comment period on July 31, 2023, at 5:00 p.m.

HOW TO COMMENT: You may provide testimony at the public hearing on the date and time specified
above or provide written comments prior to the close of public comment period on July 31, 2023, at

5:00 p.m. to:



https://kernplanning.com/planning/environmental-documents/
https://kernplanning.com/planning/environmental-documents/

Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department
ATTN: Janice Mayes, Planner 111

2700 “M” Street, Suite 100, Bakersfield, CA 93301

Phone: (661) 862-8793

E-mail: mayesj@kerncounty.com

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Chalan Solar and Storage Project (proposed project), would develop a
photovoltaic (PV) solar facility and associated infrastructure necessary to generate approximately
65 megawatts (MW) of renewable electrical energy including associated 25 MW Battery Storage Systems
(BESS), and a telecommunications tower, on approximately 618-acres of privately owned land. The project
would be supported by a 230-kilovolt (kV) gen-tie overhead and/or underground electrical transmission
line(s) originating from the project site substation and terminating at the PG&E Arco Substation
approximately 500 feet south. The project’s permanent facilities would include, but are not limited to,
service roads, a power collection system, inverter stations, transformer systems, transmission lines,
electrical switchyards, substation, and an energy (battery) storage system.

Implementation of the project as proposed includes the following requests:

(&) One Conditional Use Permit CUP No. 12, Map No. 3, to allow for the construction and operation of a solar
facility with a total generating capacity of approximately 65 megawatts within the A (Exclusive
Agriculture) Zone District, pursuant to Section 19.12.030.G of the Kern County Zoning Ordinance;

(b) One Conditional Use Permit No. 13, Map No. 3, to allow for construction and operation of a
telecommunications tower at the solar facility in the A (Exclusive Agriculture) Zone District, pursuant to
Section 19.12.030.F of the Kern County Zoning Ordinance; and

(c) One Williamson Act Cancellation 21-06 to remove parcel 043-210-28 from its current Williamson Act
Contract.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FINDINGS: Aesthetics (Project and Cumulative); Agriculture and
Forest Resources (Project and Cumulative); Air Quality (Cumulative); Biological Resources
(Cumulative); Wildfire (Cumulative)

LORELEI H. OVIATT, AICP, Director
Planning and Natural Resources Department

To be published once only on next available date and as soon as possible

THE BAKERSFIELD CALIFORNIAN

JKM (6/15/23)

cc.  County Clerk (2) (with fee)
Environmental Status Board
LIUNA
Supervisorial District No. 4
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04321016001 DUP
ANDERSON JAMES S & ELIZABETH L
35244 OIL CITY RD

COALINGA CA 93210

04322021017

BONETTI JOHN ET AL

15216 DE LA CRUZ DR
RANCHO MURIETA CA 95683

04321007005

CHEVRON USA INC

P O BOX 1392

BAKERSFIELD CA 93302-1392

04323012023
DEBUSKEY MICHAEL
865 MILLWOOD
DINUBA CA 93618

0432100905 6

GREER RUSSELL D

3705 BOLD RULER CT
MODESTO CA 95355-8466

0432301500 4

LABORDE LAND CO LLC
1507 PEMBRIDGE CT
BAKERSFIELD CA 93311-4932

0432202300 4

MC LEOD GEORGE WESLEY SR
PO BOX 48

SALE CITY GA 31784-0048

04321019028

PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC CO

1 MARKET PZ STE 400

SAN FRANCISCO CA 94105-1004

04322002003

RAIN LLC

35244 OIL CITY RD
COALINGA CA 93210

04321045005 SITE
ROCK CREEK OIL LLC

10350 SANTA MONICA BL # 160
LOS ANGELES CA 90025-5055

04321009029

BECKWITH LIVING TRUST
5900 ROUNDUP WY
BAKERSFIELD CA 93306

04321002019

BRIAN LANDS CORP

395 BLOSSOM LN

ORANGE VILLAGE OH 44022

0432100804 4

CLARK CLIFFORD A
2821 MIRANDA AV
ALAMO CA 94507-1427

04321009010
DILLON ANN F
773 NO FINE AV
FRESNO CA 93702

04321002028
HELLMAN HERMAN W
755 NEVADA AV

SAN MATEO CA 94402

04321042006

LONGBOW LLC

1701 WESTWIND DR # 126
BAKERSFIELD CA 93301-3048

0432100904 7

MC PHAILL RUTH
30723 PALM DR
EXETER CA 93221-9700

04322021026

PAONE JAMIE

16471 SHADBURN AV
PLACENTIA CA 92870-3143

04324003020

REED FMLY TR & BUHLER VIRGINIA
2221 VISTA VALLE VERDE
FALLBROOK CA 92028

043-210-28-00-6 SITE
WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO
LLC

35244 OIL CITY ROAD
COALINGA, CA 93210-9221

04321008026

BOGGESS GENEVIEVE F
43909 SASSARI ST
TEMECULA CA 92592-9386

0432100204 6 DUP
BRIAN LANDS CORP

395 BLOSSOM LN

CHAGRIN FALLS OH 44022-5103

04324003011

COWHERD JEFFREY L
12620 ALCACER DEL SOL
SAN DIEGO CA 92128-4428

04321008035

FRAME DONALD P
3014 W KEOGH CT
VISALIA CA 93291-4229

04321009038

KENDALL DONALD G REV LIVING TR
P O BOX 10929

BAKERSFIELD CA 93389

04323012014

MC KIE DANIEL J

25800 CHERRY HILLS BL
SUN CITY CA 92381

04324005008
NIGHBERT GROUP

1234 CHESTER AV
BAKERSFIELD CA 93301

04321002037
QUENZER MARCORITA
P O BOX 215

GENOA NV 89411

04322022001

AHERN FMLY SURVIVORS TR
100 BAY PL APT 306
OAKLAND CA 94610



04324004 005

RODRIGUEZ LORENA M

16285 SAN FERNANDO MISSN RD
GRANDA HILLS CA 91344

04321019019
USA
*

*

04321064000

AERA ENERGY LLC

P O BOX 11164
BAKERSFIELD CA 93389-1164

04323012032

ROWLAND ROBERT & CHERYL REV
FAMILY TRUST

2410 E BLUEJAY BLUFF LN

GREEN VALLEY AZ 85614-5568

04323013008

W J MOUREN FARMING INC
35244 OIL CITY RD
COALINGA CA 93210

04322001000
ANDERSON JAMES S
35244 OIL CITY RD
COALINGA CA 93210

04323012041

TRADELYNX CORP

23679 CALABASAS RD STE 1025
CALABASAS CA 91302

APN: 048-330-006

WILLIAM & DORIS LAND & ENERGY CO
LLC

35244 OIL CITY RD

COALINGA CA 93210

APN: 048-350-020

HEWITSON LIMITED PARTNERSHIP
C/O MR. RICHARD HEWITSON
HC-1BOX 1

39482 HWY 33

AVENAL, CA 93204


https://reportallusa.com/cama_redir?county_id=6031&parcel_id=048330006000
https://reportallusa.com/cama_redir?county_id=6031&parcel_id=048350020000
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Chapter 1
Executive Summary

1.1 Introduction

This Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been prepared by Kern County (County), which is the CEQA
Lead Agency, to identify and evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with implementation of
the Chalan Solar and Storage Project (proposed project), by Chalan CA Solar and Storage, LLC, on
approximately 618 acres of privately owned land in unincorporated portions of Kern County, California.
The proposed project consists of solar facilities, associated infrastructure, a battery energy storage system
(BESS), and a telecommunications tower, necessary to generate a total of approximately 65 megawatts
(MW) of renewable electrical energy coupled with approximately 25 MW or 4 hours/100 (MWh) of energy
through energy storage systems. The BESS would be located on approximately 530 square feet or
0.012 acres of land within the facility area. The proposed project also includes one 500-foot, 230 kV
generation-tie (gen-tie) line route to transfer energy to the point of interconnection at the existing Pacific
Gas & Electric (PG&E) Arco Substation, adjacent to the project site.

This EIR has been prepared by Kern County as the Lead Agency under CEQA. The Draft EIR provides
information about the environmental setting and impacts of the proposed project and alternatives. It informs
the public about the proposed project and its impacts and provides information to meet the needs of local,
State, and federal permitting agencies that are required to consider the proposed project. The EIR will be
used by Kern County to determine whether to approve the requested conditional use permits (CUPS)
(CUP 12, Map 3; CUP 13, Map 3) and associated land use changes.

This Executive Summary summarizes the requirements of the CEQA Guidelines; provides an overview of
the proposed project and alternatives; identifies the purpose of this EIR; outlines the potential impacts of
the proposed project and the recommended mitigation measures; and discloses areas of controversy and
issues to be resolved.

1.2 Project Summary

The proposed project would develop a photovoltaic (PV) solar facility and associated infrastructure
necessary to generate up to 65 MW of renewable electrical energy with battery storage of 4-hours/100 MWh
or 25 MW of energy on approximately 618 acres of privately owned land in the northern portion of the San
Joaquin Valley, in unincorporated Kern County. As shown in Figure 1-1, Project Vicinity, and Figure 1-2,
Project Boundary, of this EIR, the proposed project is located in the northwest portion of unincorporated
Kern County. The proposed project would generate a total of 65 MW of renewable electrical energy with
the ability to store up to 25 MW in a BESS, for delivery to the electrical grid operated by PG&E for regional
consumption. The proposed project would construct a gen-tie line that would ultimately interconnect to the
existing PG&E Arco Substation.
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1.2.1

Entitlements Required

To implement this proposed project, depending upon site surveys and jurisdictional determinations, the
following discretionary and ministerial permits/approvals may be required, including but not limited to the
following permits and agency approvals:

Federal

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Incidental Take Permit (if required)

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) United States Army Corps of Engineers Jurisdictional
Delineation and, if necessary, Section 404 permit (if required).

California Public Utilities Commission

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)

— Section 1600 et seq. permits (Streambed Alteration Agreements) (if required)

— Section 2081 Permit (state-listed endangered species) (if required)

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board

— Waste Discharge Requirements (if required)

— Regional Water Quality Certification (CWA Section 401 Permit if 404 Permit is required)

— National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction General Permit if
impacts to federal waters will occur

— General Construction Stormwater Permit (Preparation of a SWPPP)
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
— Right of Way Encroachment Permit (if required)

— Oversized Loads Permit (if required)

Other additional permits or approvals from responsible agencies may be required for the proposed project.

Local

Kern County Board of Supervisors

— Consideration and Certification of Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

— Adoption of 15091 Findings of Fact and 15093 Statement of Overriding Considerations
— Approval of Mitigation Measure Monitoring Program

— Approval of proposed Conditional Use Permits for facility and telecommunications tower
— Approval of Williamson Act Land Use Contract Cancellation

Kern County Public Works

— Approval of Grading Permits

— Approval of Building Permits

Draft Environmental Impact Report June 2023
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o Kern County Fire Department
— Approval of Fire Safety Plan
e San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD)
— Fugitive Dust Control Plan
— Authority to Construct (if required)
— Permit to Operate (if required)

— Any other permits as required (if required)

The preceding discretionary actions/approvals are potentially required and do not necessarily represent a
comprehensive list of all possible discretionary permits/approvals required. Other additional permits or
approvals from responsible agencies may be required for the proposed project.

1.3 Relationship of the Project to Other Solar
Projects

The proposed project is being developed independently of other approved or proposed solar projects in the
County. If approved, the project facilities would be subject to their own use permits, conditions of approval,
interconnection agreements, and power purchase agreements. Kern County understands that the project
facilities would be built and operated independently of any other solar project and, if approved, would not
depend on any other solar project for economic viability.

1.4 Purpose and Use of the EIR

An EIR is a public informational document used in the planning and decision-making process. This project-
level EIR will analyze the environmental impacts of the proposed project. The Kern County Planning
Commission and Board of Supervisors will consider the information in this EIR, including the public
comments and staff response to those comments, during the public hearing process. The final decision is
made by the Kern County Board of Supervisors, who may approve, conditionally approve, or deny the
proposed project. The purpose of an EIR is to identify:

e The significant potential impacts on the environment and indicate the manner in which those
significant impacts can be avoided or mitigated:;

e Any unavoidable adverse impacts that cannot be mitigated; and

¢ Reasonable and feasible alternatives to the proposed project that would eliminate any significant
adverse environmental impacts or reduce the impacts to a less than significant level.

An EIR also discloses growth-inducing impacts; impacts found not to be significant; and significant
cumulative impacts of past, present, and reasonably anticipated future projects. CEQA requires preparation
of an EIR that reflects the independent judgment of the lead agency regarding the impacts, the level of
significance of the impacts both before and after mitigation, and mitigation measures proposed to reduce
the impacts. A draft EIR is circulated to responsible agencies, trustee agencies with resources affected by
the proposed project, and interested agencies and individuals. The purposes of public and agency review of
a draft EIR include sharing expertise, disclosing agency analyses, checking for accuracy, detecting
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omissions, discovering public concerns, and soliciting counterproposals. Reviewers of a draft EIR are
requested to focus on the sufficiency of the document in identifying and analyzing the possible impacts on
the environment, and ways in which the significant impacts of the proposed project might be avoided or
mitigated. Comments are most helpful when they suggest additional specific alternatives or mitigation
measures that would provide better ways to avoid or mitigate significant environmental effects.

This EIR is being distributed directly to agencies, organizations, and interested groups and persons for
comment during a 45-day formal review period in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15087. The
EIR process, including means by which members of the public can comment on the EIR, is discussed further
in Chapter 2, Introduction.

1.5 Project Overview

1.5.1 Regional Setting

The project site is located in the northwest portion of unincorporated Kern County, as shown Figure 1-1,
Project Vicinity, and Figure 1-2, Project Boundary. Topography across the project site is relatively flat,
with the high point at Cascajo Hill at an elevation of 590 feet and a low point at an elevation of 428 feet.

The proposed project site is in the northwest portion of unincorporated Kern County along the northern
border of the County and the southern border of Kings County in the Central San Joaquin Valley. The
proposed project is south of Devil’s Den Road, north of Twisselman Road, approximately 4 miles east of
Baker Road and Highway 33 (West Side Highway.), approximately 2 miles west of King Road, and
approximately 7 miles west of Interstate 5 (I-5). The nearest public roadway is King Road at 25th Avenue,
located approximately 1 to 2 miles to the east of the project site. The nearest populated community is
Kettleman City, approximately 14 miles northwest of the project site in Kings County. The nearest
populated community in Kern County is the community of Lost Hills approximately 16 miles southeast of
the project site.

The project site is located solely within the jurisdiction of Kern County. The project site would be accessed
via an existing non-exclusive utility easement at King Road and 25th Avenue in Kern County. During
construction and operation, primary access to the project site would be via an existing paved access road
along the Kern County/Kings County boundary from an easement in Kings County that abuts the northern
edge of the project site. Because of this easement, the total study area for this proposed project is larger
than the area that will be subjected to entitlements, as it includes the access road across private land, which
originates in Kings County. The project site is within the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute series,
Avenal Gap topographic quadrangle. The project site is located within Section 3 of Township 25 South,
Range 19 East, Mount Diablo Meridian.

The project site is located on a single parcel of land and would connect through a gen-tie line to the adjacent
PG&E Arco Substation.

1.5.2 Surrounding Land Uses and Project Site Conditions

Current use of the site is primarily for grazing and has been dry farmed with wheat over the past 20 years.
The project site is bordered to the west by natural vegetation, grazing land, and adjacent to the Arroyo
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Ancho stream channel. While the eastern border is adjacent to nonagricultural or natural vegetation, the
northern border of the project site is adjacent to grazing land.

Topography across the project site is relatively flat, with the high point at Cascajo Hill at an elevation of
590 feet and a low point at an elevation of 428 feet. As shown in Figure 1-3, Flood Zones, the project site
is designated as Zone “X” on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) as issued by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), which indicates the site is in an area of minimal flood hazard.

Based on a review of records maintained by the California Energy Management Division (CalGEM), wells
were not identified on the proposed project site, and the proposed project is not within the jurisdictional
boundaries of an oilfield (CalGEM 2021). The proposed project would be served by the Kern County
Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) for law enforcement and public safety, Kern County Fire Department (KCFD) for
fire protection, and Kern County Medical Emergency Service for emergency medical and rescue services.
The nearest KCSO substation that would serve the site is the Wasco Substation located at 748 F Street,
Wasco, CA 93215, which is approximately 35 miles southeast of the project site. The nearest KCFD that
would serve the project site is Station No. 26, located at 14670 Lost Hills Road in the community of Lost
Hills, which is approximately 16 miles southeast of the project site. The nearest hospitals are Coalinga
Hospital located at 1191 Phelps Avenue in the community of Coalinga, approximately 34 miles northwest
of the project site, and Adventist Health Delano located at 1401 Garces Highway in the community of
Delano, approximately 38 miles southeast of the project site. The nearest school to the proposed project is
Kettleman City Elementary School, located approximately 15 miles north in Kettleman City in Kings
County.

The proposed project area is not located within the boundaries of any airport influence area as identified in
the Kern County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP). The closest public airport is the Wasco-
Kern County Airport, approximately 33 miles southeast of the project site. The closest private airport is
Paramount Farming Airport, located in Lost Hills approximately 9 miles south of the project site.

The project site is located within the boundary of Agricultural Preserve Number 1, as is the standard practice
in Kern County for any land that is zoned A (Exclusive Agriculture).) The parcel is designated as grazing
land by the California Department of Conservation (DOC) Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program
(FMMP). As shown in Figure 1-4, Project Site Williamson Act Land Use Contract, the project site is
enrolled in a Williamson Act Contract as Non-Prime Agriculture Land. Under this designation land does
not meet any of the criteria for classification as Prime Agriculture Land and is defined as Open Space Land
of Statewide Significance. The project would require a Williamson Act Land Use Contract Cancellation to
facilitate the proposed project. Land uses in the region include a mix of agricultural farming/production,
agricultural grazing, and undeveloped land. Agriculture and other nonnative species dominate the project
site and region.

There are no active mines or petroleum extraction facilities located within or immediately adjacent to the
project site. The nearest active mine, Lost Hills Oil Mine is approximately 15 miles to the southeast. The
project site is within Mineral Overlay Parcel (043-210-45). However, there are no historic records of drilling
on the project site. Furthermore, portions of the project site would be left undeveloped to serve as “drill
islands” if and when mineral resources require extraction. Drilling would require approval by the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) and any approval would need to be consistent with the current use of the site.
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The project site is within the jurisdictional boundaries of the Kern County General Plan, and as shown in
Figure 1-5, Existing General Plan Land Use Designations, is designated as Map Code 8.3 (Extensive
Agriculture (Min 20- or 80-Acre Parcel Size). As shown in Figure 1-6, Existing Zoning, the project site is
currently located within the A (Exclusive Agriculture) zone district. The existing land uses of the proposed
project and its surroundings are listed in Table 1-1, Project Sites and Surrounding Land Uses, below.
Current use of the site is primarily for grazing and has been dry farmed with wheat over the past 20 years.
The project site is bordered to the west by natural vegetation, grazing land, and adjacent to the Arroyo
Ancho stream channel. The eastern border is adjacent to nonagricultural or natural vegetation. The northern
border of the project site is adjacent to grazing land.

TABLE 1-1: PROJECT SITE AND SURROUNDING LAND USES
Kern County General Plan
Existing Land Use Existing Map Code Designation Existing Zone Classification
Project Site  Undeveloped, dry 8.3 (Extensive Agriculture A (Exclusive Agriculture)
farming, grazing [Min 20 Acres])
North Undeveloped 8.3 (Extensive Agriculture A (Exclusive Agriculture)
[Min 20 Acres])
East Undeveloped 8.3 (Extensive Agriculture A (Exclusive Agriculture)
[Min 20 Acres])
Agricultural uses 8.1/2.5 (Intensive Agriculture
[Min 20 Acres]/Flood Hazard)
South Undeveloped 8.3/2.5 (Extensive Agriculture A (Exclusive Agriculture)
[Min 20 Acres]/Flood Hazard)
*Proposed Solar 8.1/2.5 (Intensive Agriculture
[Min 20 Acres]/Flood Hazard)
West Undeveloped 8.3 (Extensive Agriculture A (Exclusive Agriculture)

(Min 20 Acres)

8.1 (Intensive Agriculture
(Min 20 Acres)

* The Azalea Solar Project is a 60 MW solar and storage facility concurrently being proposed on 640 acres of land to the south,
which, if approved, would be located adjacent to the south side of the PG&E Arco substa