
Statutory Exemptions. State code number: 

_______________________________________________

Print Form 

Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

 From: (Public Agency):  ____________________________To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113

 _______________________________________________Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

 County Clerk 
(Address) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

County of:  __________________ 

Project Title:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Applicant: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Location - Specific: 

Project Location - City: ______________________ Project Location - County: 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

_____________________ 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: _____________________________________________________ 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: ________________________________________________ 

Exempt Status:  (check one): 
Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: ____________________________ Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _______________ 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No 

Signature: ____________________________ Date: 

Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR: 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

_______________ 

Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________ Title: _______________________ 

Revised 2011 
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	From Public Agency: California Energy Commission
	County of 2: 
	Project Title: Restoration of Desert Tortoise Habitat
	Project Applicant: United States Fish and Wildlife Service
	Project Location  City: See Figure 1 attached
	Project Location  County: Riverside and Imperial
	Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Energy Commission
	Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: United States Fish and Wildlife Service
	Ministerial Sec 21080b1 15268: 
	Declared Emergency Sec 21080b3 15269a: 
	Emergency Project Sec 21080b4 15269bc: 
	Categorical Exemption State type and section number: X
	Statutory Exemptions State code number: 
	Contact Person: Andrea Stroud
	Area CodeTelephoneExtension: 916-805-7431
	Date: 9-14-2021
	Title: Planner II
	Date Received for filing at OPR: 
	FromAddress1: 715 P Street
	FromAddress2: Sacramento, CA 95814
	County of 1: Sacramento
	County of 3: 
	Description of Nature: The project will identify five areas within the Chuckwalla Critical Habitat Unit of the Colorado Desert Recovery Unit and Desert Tortoise Recovery Focal Areas. Specifically, all within the Desert Tortoise Focus Area called Chuckwalla West. Survey plots to define vegetation communities, native annual richness and abundance, vegetation cover and native plants for seed collections. Collect, store, and propagate seeds for restoration. Remove all non-native plants from each plot and revegetate with propagated plants. Protect, water, and monitor propagated plants. Restore degraded desert tortoise habitat sites within the Colorado Desert Recovery Unit due to invasive plants that reduce available foraging sources to the tortoise. This would benefit desert tortoise, desert tortoise habitat, help to manage invasive plant species, increase native plant cover, thereby improving the overall habitat conditions for the species. Beneficiaries include resource trustee agencies tasked with habitat and wildlife conservation. 
	Project Location: Chuckwalla West in the Colorado Desert Recovery Focal Area
	Categorical Exemption Type and Section Number: Cal. Code Regs., tit 14, Section 15307
	Statuatory Exemptions: Code: 
	ReasonExempt: Cal. Code of Regs., tit. 14, section 15307 provides that actions taken by regulatory agencies as authorized by state law to assure the maintenance, restoration or enhancement of a natural resource where the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment are categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act. The mitigation project is part of the conditions of certification required by the Energy Commission for the approval of a license for the Rice Solar Energy Project, a 150 MW renewable energy facility in Riverside County. The Energy Commission is entering into this contract for the restoration work to satisfy the revegetation plan prepared for the conditions of certification of the license. This project is to restore desert tortoise habitat including surveying desert land, collecting native plant seeds, propagating and planting native plants and removing non-native plants by hand in the Colorado Desert Recovery Unit. For these reasons, this project is exempt under section 15307.
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