


































































































Initial Study and NOP L)~ 
Brawley Solar Energy Facility Project r: 

The site would be remotely monitored 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. In addition, routine 
unscheduled security rounds may be made by the security team monitoring the site security. 
Based on these considerations, the proposed project would not result in a need for police 
protection facility expansion and a less than significant impact is identified for this issue area. 

aiii) No Impact. The proposed project does not include the development of residential land uses 
that would result in an increase in population or student generation. Additionally, construction 
of the proposed project would not result in an increase in student population within the 
Imperial County's School District since it is anticipated that construction workers would 
commute in during construction operations. Therefore, no impact is identified for this issue 
area and no further analysis is warranted . 

aiv) No Impact. Although maintenance of the project facility will require minimal site presence to 
perform periodic visual inspections and minor repairs, no full-time employees are required 
to operate the proposed project because the project facility will be monitored remotely. 
Therefore, substantial permanent increases in population that would adversely affect local 
parks is not expected. No impact is identified for this issue area and no further analysis is 
warranted. 

av) No Impact. Although maintenance of the project facility will require minimal site presence to 
perform periodic visual inspections and minor repairs, no full-time employees are required 
to operate the proposed project because the project facility will be monitored remotely. 
Therefore, substantial permanent increases in population that would adversely affect 
libraries and other public facilities (such as post offices) is not expected. The proposed 
project is not expected to have an impact on other public facilities such as post offices, and 
libraries. No impact is identified for this issue area and no further analysis is warranted . 
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XVI. Recreation 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Would the project: 

a) Would the project increase the use 
of existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration 
of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

b) Does the project include 
recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities, which might 
have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? 

Impact Analysis 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

□ 

□ 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

□ 

□ 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

□ 

□ 

No Impact 

a) No Impact. The proposed project would not generate new employment on a long-term basis. 
As such, the proposed project would not significantly increase the use or accelerate the 
deterioration of regional parks or other recreational facilities. The temporary increase of 
population during construction that might be caused by an influx of workers would be minimal 
and not cause a detectable increase in the use of parks. Additionally, the proposed project 
would not include or require the expansion of recreational facilities. No impact is identified 
for this issue area and no further analysis is warranted. 

b) No Impact. Refer to response XVI. a) above. 
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XVII. Transportation 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Would the project: 

a) Conflict with a program plan, 
ordinance or policy addressing the 
circulation system, including 
transit, roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities? 

b) Conflict with or be inconsistent 
with CEQA Guidelines section 
15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

c) Substantially increase hazards 
due to a geometric design feature 
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses 
(e.g., farm equipment)? 

d) Result in inadequate emergency 
access? 

Impact Analysis 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

□ 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

□ 

□ 

D 

□ 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact , No Impact 1 

D D 

D D 

□ 

D 

a) Potentially Significant Impact. Operation and maintenance would be conducted remotely, 
with minimal trips to the project site for panel washing and other solar maintenance. 
Construction of the proposed project would result in a small increase of traffic to the area, 
which may result in a potentially significant impact. Therefore, a traffic study will be prepared 
and this issue area will be addressed in the EIR. 

b) Potentially Significant Impact. Section 15064.3(b) of the CEQA Guidelines provides 
guidance on determining the significance of transportation impacts and focuses on the use 
of vehicle miles traveled (VMT), which is defined as the amount and distance of automobile 
travel associated with a project. Given the nature of the project, after construction, there 
would be a nominal amount of vehicle trips generated by the project. Once the proposed 
project is implemented, the proposed project would require intermittent maintenance 
requiring a negligible amount of traffic trips on an annual basis. However minimal, the 
proposed project would increase the number of vehicular trips related to construction and 
the need for intermittent maintenance on an annual basis. Therefore, this issue is potentially 
significant and will be addressed in the traffic study and EIR analysis. 

c) Less than Significant Impact. To accommodate emergency access, PV panels would be 
spaced to maintain proper clearance. Proposed project facilities would be designed, 
constructed, and operated in accordance with applicable fire protection, CPUC safety 
standards, and other environmental, health, and safety requirements. Primary access to the 
project site would be located off Best Avenue. All access roads and the area around the 
solar blocks (no greater than 500 by 500 feet) would be constructed with all-weather surface 
and meet the County Fire Department's standards. Points of ingress/egress would be 
accessed via locked gates that can be opened by any emergency responders. Additionally, 
the project site is split vertically by the existing Union Pacific Railway and already contains 
an existing roadway off of Best Avenue that traverses across the railroad at-grade. This at­
grade crossing would be maintained for access between the eastern and western portions 
of the project site. Therefore, the proposed project would not increase hazards because of 
incompatible uses or design features, and impacts are considered less than significant. A 
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haul truck route study will be required which will determine the appropriate construction 
route. 

d) Less than Significant Impact. As previously stated, the PV panels would be spaced to 
maintain proper clearance. Proposed project facilities would be designed in accordance with 
applicable fire protection, CPUC safety standards, and other environmental, health, and 
safety requirements . Primary access to the project site would be located off Best Avenue. A 
secondary emergency access road would be located in the northwest portion of the project 
site. All access roads and the area around the solar blocks (no greater than 500 by 500 feet) 
would be constructed with all-weather surface and meet the County Fire Department's 
standards. Points of ingress/egress would be accessed via locked gates that can be opened 
by any emergency responders. Based on this context, impacts are considered less than 
significant. 
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XVIII. Tribal Cultural Resources 

Environmental Issue Area : 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 1 

I 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource 
defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is 
geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with 
cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is: 

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of 
historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 
5020.1 (k)? 

b) A resource determined by the lead 
agency, in its discretion and 
supported by substantial evidence, 
to be significant pursuant to 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) 
of Public Resources Code Section 
5024.1 . In applying the criteria set 
forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1, 
the lead agency shall consider the 
significance of the resource to a 
California Native American tribe? 

Impact Analysis 

181 □ 

□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

a-b) Potentially Significant Impact. AB 52 was passed in 2014 and took effect July 1, 2015. It 
established a new category of environmental resources that must be considered under 
CEQA called tribal cultural resources (Public Resources Code 21074) and established a 
process for consulting with Native American tribes and groups regarding those resources. 
Assembly Bill 52 requires a lead agency to begin consultation with a California Native 
American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the 
proposed project. 

In accordance with AB 52, Imperial County, as the CEQA lead agency, sent an AB 52 
consultation request letter to the Torrez Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians and Quechan 
Indian Tribe on July 20, 2021 . This issue will be further analyzed in the EIR. 
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XIX. Utilities and Service Systems 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Would the project: 

a) Require or result in the relocation 
or construction of new or 
expanded water, wastewater 
treatment or storm water drainage, 
electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities , the 
construction or relocation of which 
could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

b) Have sufficient water supplies 
available to serve the project and 
reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry 
and multiple dry years? 

c) Result in a determination by the 
wastewater treatment provider, 
which serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate 
capacity to serve the project's 
projected demand in addition to 
the provider's existing 
commitments? 

d) Generate solid waste in excess of 
State or local standards, or in 
excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair 
the attainment of solid waste 
reduction goals? 

e) Comply with federal, state, and 
local management and reduction 
statutes and regulations related to 
solid waste? 

Impact Analysis 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

D 

D 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

D 

□ 

No Impact 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

a) Potentially Significant Impact. Approximately 20,000 to 30,000 gallons of water per day 
would initially be required for grading, dropping to much less for the remainder of the project 
construction . Construction water needs would be limited to earthwork, soil conditioning , dust 
suppression, and compaction efforts. Water for construction and operation of the project 
would be obtained from an existing ground storage tank on-site which is filled by the Best 
Canal. The proposed project would not require the relocation , expansion, or construction of 
new storm drainage facilities because the proposed solar facility would not generate a 
significant increase in the amount of impervious surfaces that would increase runoff during 
storm events and exceed the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems. 
Water from solar panel washing would continue to percolate through the ground, as a 
majority of the surfaces within the project site would remain pervious. 

The wastewater generated during construction would be contained within portable toilet 
facilities and disposed of at an approved site. The minimal volume of wastewater generated 
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during construction would not require the relocation expansion, or construction of 
wastewater treatment facilities. 

Further, no habitable structures (e.g. housing or O&M buildings) are proposed on the project 
site. Therefore, the proposed project would not require or result in the relocation or 
construction of new or expanded electric power or natural gas. 

New telecommunications equipment would be installed at the project substation within the 
unmanned Mechanical and Electrical Equipment Room. The proposed fiber optic 
telecommunications cable, once past the POI , would utilize existing transmission lines to 
connect to the North Brawley substation . The length of this proposed fiber optic 
telecommunications cable route would be approximately 1.8 miles. Alternatively, a 
microwave tower 40 to 100-feet tall could replace the need for a fiberoptic line to transmit 
data offsite. If selected, this microwave tower would be located within the project substation 
footprint. The project's potential impact on the construction of new telecommunication 
facilities will be addressed in the EIR. 

Once fully constructed , estimated annual water consumption for operation and maintenance 
of the proposed project, including periodic PV module washing , would be approximately 
0.81 -acre feet annually (af/y), which would be trucked to the project site as needed. Although 
water for solar panel washing and fire protection during project operation is not anticipated 
to result in a significant increase in water demand/use, the proposed project's potential 
impacts on water supplies will be addressed in the water supply assessment and EIR 
analysis. 

b) Potentially Significant Impact. Refer to response XIX. a) above. 

c) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would generate a minimal volume of 
wastewater during construction . During construction activities, wastewater would be 
contained within portable toilet facilities and disposed of at an approved site. Further, no 
habitable structures (e.g. housing or O&M buildings) are proposed on the project site; 
therefore, there would be no wastewater generation from the proposed project during 
operation. The proposed project would not exceed wastewater treatment requirements of 
the RWQCB. Therefore, a less than significant impact is identified for this issue area. 

d) Less than Significant Impact. Solid waste generation would be minor for the construction 
and operation of the proposed project. Solid waste will be disposed of using a locally­
licensed waste hauling service, most likely Allied Waste. Trash would likely be hauled to the 
Imperial Landfill (13-AA-0019) located approximately 11 miles south of the proposed project 
in Imperial. The Imperial Landfill has approximately 12,384,000 cubic yards of remaining 
capacity and is estimated to remain in operation through 2040 (CalRecycle 2021 ). Therefore, 
there is ample landfill capacity in the County to receive the minor amount of solid waste 
generated by construction and operation of the proposed project. 

Additionally, because the proposed project would generate solid waste during construction 
and operation, they will be required to comply with state and local requirements for waste 
reduction and recycling; including the 1989 California Integrated Waste Management Act 
and the 1991 California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act of 1991. Also, 
conditions of the conditional use permit will contain provisions for recycling and diversion of 
Imperial County construction waste policies. Therefore, a less than significant impact is 
identified for this issue area. 

e) Less than Significant Impact. Refer to response XIX. d) above. 
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XX. Wildfire 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, 
would the project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted □ D D C8:I 
emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, D D □ 
and other factors, exacerbate 
wildfire risks , and thereby expose 
project occupants to, pollutant 
concentrations from a wildfire or 
the uncontrolled spread of a 
wildfire? 

c) Require the installation or D D □ 
maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, 
power lines or other utilities) that 
may exacerbate fire risk or that 
may result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment? 

d) Expose people or structures to D D D 
significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding 
or landslides, as a result of runoff, 
post-fire slope instability, or 
drainage changes? 

Impact Analysis 

a) No Impact. According to the Fire Hazard Severity Zone Viewer provided by the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the proposed project is not located in or near 
state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high hazard severity zones (California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 2020). Therefore, the proposed project would 
not substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan . No impact is identified for this issue area. 

b) No Impact. The proposed project is not located in or near state responsibility areas or lands 
classified as very high hazard severity zones (California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection 2020). Therefore, the proposed project would not exacerbate wildfire risks. No 
impact is identified for this issue area. 

c) Less than Significant Impact. Fire protection and emergency medical services in the area 
are provided by the Imperial County Fire Department. The proposed project is not located in 
or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high hazard severity zones 
(California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 2020). Further, the proposed project 
is located in an unincorporated area of Imperial County, which has a generally low potential 
for a major fire (County of Imperial 2016). 

The project involves the installation of solar PV panels, an on-site substation , BESS, 
inverters, transformers, and a 1.8-mile-long aboveground 92 kV gen-tie line. To 
accommodate emergency access, PV panels would be spaced to maintain proper clearance. 

48 I July 2021 



Initial Study and NOP t-)~ 
Brawley Solar Energy Facil ity Project '~ 

Proposed project facilities would be designed, constructed, and operated in accordance with 
applicable fire protection, CPUC safety standards, and other environmental, health, and 
safety requirements. Primary access roads would be located off Best Avenue from the east 
and would be constructed with an all-weather surface, to meet the County Fire Department's 
standards. Points of ingress/egress would be accessed via locked gates that can be opened 
by any emergency responders . The existing east to west roadway that traverses over the 
existing railroad and connects the two halves of the project site would be maintained. This 
would serve as a secondary emergency access road . Further, water for emergency fire 
suppression would likely be provided by water trucks during construction and the existing 
ground storage tank on-site which is filled by the Best Canal during operation . Therefore, 
operation and maintenance would not affect the ability of fire personnel to respond to fires 
or exacerbate fire risk and would continue to be adequately supported by the existing fire 
protection services. A less than significant impact is identified for this issue area. 

d) No Impact. The proposed project is not located in or near state responsibility areas or lands 
classified as very high hazard severity zones (California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection 2020). Additionally, the proposed project would not expose people or structures 
to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of 
runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. No impact is identified for this issue 
area and no further analysis is warranted. 
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XXI. Mandatory Findings of Significance 

, Environmental Issue Area: 

Would the project: 

a) Does the project have the 
potential to substantially degrade 
the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of 
a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, substantially 
reduce the number or restrict the 
range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major 
periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

b) Does the project have impacts that 
are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable 
("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects 
of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the 
effects of past projects, the effects 
of other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future 
projects)? 

c) Does the project have 
environmental effects, which will 
cause substantial adverse effects 
on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

Impact Analysis 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

□ 

□ 

□ 

No Impact ; 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a) Potentially Significant Impact. The proposed project has the potential to result in 
significant environmental effects on biological resources and cultural resources, which could 
directly or indirectly cause adverse effects on the environment. These issues will be further 
evaluated in the EIR. 

b) Potentially Significant Impact. Implementation of the proposed project has the potential to 
result in impacts related to: aesthetics, agricultural resources, air quality, biological 
resources, cultural resources, geology/soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and 
hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use/planning, public services, 
transportation, tribal cultural resources, and utilities/service systems. The proposed project 
has the potential to result in cumulative impacts with regards to the identified issue areas. 
Cumulative impacts will be discussed and further analyzed in the EIR. 

c) Potentially Significant Impact. Implementation of the proposed project has the potential to 
result in impacts related to: air quality, geology/soils and GHG. These potential 
environmental effects could cause substantial adverse effects on human beings. These 
issues will be further evaluated in the EIR. 
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