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PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET

1. Project Title

2. CEQA Lead Agency and Address

3. Responsible Agency

4. Contact and Phone Number

5. Project Applicant

6. Project Location

7. Assessor’s Parcel Numbers

8. Project Site General Plan
Designation(s)

9. Project Site Zoning Designation(s)

City of Commerce Municipal Bus Lines Transit
Maintenance Facility (TMF)

City of Commerce Transportation Department
5555 Jillson Street
Commerce, CA 90040

City of Commerce Transportation Department
5555 Jillson Street
Commerce, CA 90040

Claude McFerguson, Director of Transportation
(328) 887-4419 ext. 2235
ClaudeM@ci.commerce.ca.us

City of Commerce Transportation Department
5555 Jillson Street
Commerce, CA 90040

Permanent TMF Site:
5926 Sheila Street
Commerce, CA 90040

Temporary TMF Site:
5733 Sheila Street
Commerce, CA 90040

Permanent TMF Site:
APNs 6334-025-911 and -912

Temporary TMF Site:
APNs 6334-006-900 and -901

Permanent TMF Site:
Heavy Industrial

Temporary TMF Site:
Commercial Manufacturing

Permanent TMF Site:
Public Facility (PF) and Heavy Industrial (M2)

Temporary TMF Site:
Commercial Manufacturing (C1)
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10. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting

11. Description of Project

12. Selected Agencies whose Approval
is Required

13. Have California Native American
tribes traditionally and culturally

Permanent TMF Site:

Land uses surrounding the project site include
commercial, residential and Heavy Industrial.
Mixed commercial and industrial land uses are
located to the north. Heavy industrial land uses are
located to the east and west. To the south is a
railroad.

Temporary TMF Site:

To the south are industrial land uses opposite
Sheila Street; a church and commercial use to the
west opposite Senta Avenue; industrial uses to the
north opposite Washington Boulevard; and
commercial use to the east opposite Elkgrove
Avenue.

The City of Commerce Municipal Bus Lines Transit
Maintenance Facility (TMF) project proposes the
demolition of existing structures and construction
of a new maintenance facility. The proposed
permanent TMF would be located on an
approximately 6.51-acre site at 5926 Sheila Street,
in the downtown area of the City of Commerce, CA,
and has been previously developed. The
permanent TMF site borders other commercial
and industrial land uses.

The proposed permanent TMF would consist of an
approximately 16,500 square-foot maintenance
building and a 20,000 square-foot
office/warehouse building. The proposed project
would also include surface parking, a paved area
for fleet vehicles, and landscaping.

The proposed temporary TMF would be located on
a 2.65-acre site at 5733 Sheila Street,
approximately 670 feet north of the proposed
project site. Existing maintenance buildings on the
site would be demolished. The temporary TMF
would consist of portable buildings and cargo
containers that would be removed after the
proposed permanent TMF opens.

South Coast Air Quality Management District
(permit to construct)

Letters were sent by the City of Commerce
Transportation Department (the Lead Agency) to
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affiliated with the project area local Native American tribes asking if they wished
requested consultation pursuant to to participate in AB 52 consultation concerning the
Public Resources Code proposed. The letters were sent on December 15,
§21080.3.1? If so, has consultation 2020 by certified mail.

begun?

14. Other Public Agencies whose City of Commerce Building & Safety Division
Approval is Required City of Commerce Fire Department
City of Commerce Public Works Department
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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Acronym/Abbreviation | Term

AAQS Ambient Air Quality Standard

ADT average daily traffic

AF acre-feet

afy acre-feet per year

ANSI American National Standards Institute
APE area of potential effect

AQMP Air Quality Management Plan

AQP(s) air quality plan(s)

BAU business as usual

bgs below ground surface

BMPs Best Management Practices

BNSF Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Company
b.p. before present

BPP Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

BPS Best Performance Standards

BSA Biological Survey Area

CAAQS California Ambient Air Quality Standards
CalEEMod California Emissions Estimator Model
CAL FIRE California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
CAP Climate Action Plan

CARB California Air Resources Board

CAT Climate Action Team

CBC California Building Code

CCAA California Clean Air Act

CCAP Climate Change Action Plan

CDFW California

CE Categorical Exclusion

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act
CESA California Endangered Species Act
CFC(s) chlorofluorocarbon(s)

CH4 methane

CHRIS California Historic Resources Inventory System
City City of Commerce

CMBL Commerce Municipal Bus Lines

CNG Compressed Natural Gas

CNDDB California Natural Diversity Data Base
CNEL Community Noise Equivalent Level
CNPS California Native Plant Society

CNRA California Natural Resources Agency
Co Carbon monoxide

CO; carbon dioxide

COze carbon dioxide equivalent

CPL Commerce Public Library

CREF Commerce Refuse to Energy Facility
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Acronym/Abbreviation

Term

CRHR California Register of Historic Places

CRPR California Rare Plant Rank

CTD Commerce Transportation Department
CWSC California Water Service Company

DAR Dial-a-ride

dB decibel

dBA A-weighted decibel scale

DHS California Department of Health Services
DOC California Department of Conservation

DPM diesel particulate matter

DWR Department of Water Resources

EA Environmental Assessment

El Emission Inventory

EIR Environmental Impact Report

ELAD East Los Angeles District

°F degrees Fahrenheit

FCAA Federal Clean Air Act

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency
FHSZ Fire Hazard Severity Zone

FMMP Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program
FRAP CAL FIRE Fire Resource and Assessment Program
FTA Federal Transit Administration

GBMP Groundwater Basins Master Plan

GHG greenhouse gas

GIS Graphic Information System

GPD gallons per day

GWP global warming potential

gpcpd gallons per capita per day

H>S hydrogen sulfide

HCP Habitat Conservation Plan

HFCs hydrofluorocarbons

HHWE Household Hazardous Waste Element

HU Hydrologic Unit

Hz hertz

[PaC Information, Planning and Conservation
IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
IS/MND Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
ISR Indirect Source Review

ITE Institute of Transportation Engineers

IWMP Integrated Waste Management Plan

JWPCP Joint Water Pollution Control Plant

kv kilo-volt

Loo noise level that is exceeded 90% of the time...
LACFD The Los Angeles County Fire Department
LACSD The Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts
LACPW Los Angeles County Public Works
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Acronym/Abbreviation

Term

LADOT Los Angeles County Department of Transportation
LARWQCB Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
LASD The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department
LID Low Impact Development

Leg equivalent noise level

Ladn day-night average noise

Limax root mean square maximum noise level

LOS Level of Service

LRA local responsibility area

LSTs Localized Significance Thresholds

MBTA Migratory Bird Treaty Act

MCMs Minimum Control Measures

Metro Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
mgd million gallons per day

pug/ms3 micrograms per cubic meter

MLD Most Likely Descendant

MM(s) mitigation measure(s)

MMI Modified Mercalli Intensity

MMRP Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program
MMTCO2e million metric tons of CO2e

MND Mitigated Negative Declaration

MRZ Mineral Resource Zone

MtCOze million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent
M2 Heavy Industrial land use designation

NCCP Natural Communities Conservation Plan

NO nitric oxide

N20 nitrous oxide

NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards
NAHC Native American Heritage Commission

NCCP Natural Communities Conservation Plan

ND Negative Declaration

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act

NO; nitrogen dioxide

NOI Notice of Intent

NOy Nitrogen oxides

NRHP National Register of Historic Places

NWI National Wetlands Inventory

O3 Ozone

PF Public Faclities

PFCs perfluorocarbons

PM particulate matter

PM;s fine particulate matter

PMyo respirable particulate matter

ppm parts per million

PPV peak particle velocity
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+* ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS **

Acronym/Abbreviation

Term

PWD Public Works Department

RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
REC recognized environmental condition

RMS root mean square

ROG Reactive organic gases

RPS Renewables Portfolio Standard

RTDM Regional Travel Demand Model

RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board

SCAB South Coast Air Basin

SCAG Sothern California Association of Governments
SCAQMD South Coast Air Quality Management District
SCCIC Southern Central Coastal Information Center
SCE Southern California Edison

SEL Sound Exposure Level

SF¢ sulfur hexafluoride

SLF Sacred Lands File

SMP soil management plan

SOx sulfur oxide

SO2 sulfur dioxide

S04 sulfate

SoCalGas Southern California Gas Company

SR State Route

SRAs state responsibility areas

SRAs source receptor areas

SWMP Storm Water Management Plan

SWPPP Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
SWRCB California State Water Resources Control Board
TAC(s) Toxic Air Contaminant(s)

TAZ Transportation Analysis Zones

tCO2e tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent

TCRs tribal cultural resources

TDM Transportation Demand Management Plan
TIA Traffic Impact Assessment

TMF Transit Maintenance Facility

TMDL Total Maximum Daily Load

tonne(s) metric ton(s)

USGS United States Geological Survey

USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency
USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service
UWMP Urban Water Management Plan

VdB vibration decibels

VMT vehicle miles traveled

VOC(s) volatile organic compound(s)
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«%* SECTION 1.0 - INTRODUCTION ¢

1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Proposed Project

The City of Commerce is processing a request to implement a series of discretionary actions that
would allow for the development of the City of Commerce Transit Maintenance Facility (TMF)
(hereby referred to as the “proposed project” or “project”). The City’s existing TMF is at 5555 Jillson
Street, just west of Commerce City Hall. The proposed project consists of first developing a temporary
TMF at 5733 Sheila Street in the City of Commerce; then developing a permanent TMF at 5926 Sheila
Street, also in the City of Commerce. After the permanent TMF is completed and opened, the
temporary TMF would be closed and removed.

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) examines all elements and potential
environmental impacts, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
regarding the development of a temporary TMF and a permanent TMF, including construction and
operation of the two TMFs.

1.1.1  Project Components

The proposed project includes the construction and operation of a temporary TMF at 5733 Sheila
Street. Development of the temporary TMF would involve demolition of two existing metal buildings
on that site. The temporary TMF would consist of portable buildings and cargo containers that would
be removed after the proposed permanent TMF opens.

Development of the permanent TMF would involve demolition of the Commerce Refuse to Energy
Facility, which closed permanently in 2018. The proposed project would consist of an approximately
16,500-square-foot Maintenance Building and 20,000 square-foot Office/Warehouse Building, and
surface parking. The new facilities would be for the existing and future operations of the City of
Commerce Transportation District (CTD) and the City of Commerce Public Works Department
(PWD). The proposed permanent TMF includes surface parking for the City fleet and employee and
visitor parking spaces. Refer to Section 3.0, Project Description, of this document for additional
details.

1.2 Lead Agencies - Environmental Review Implementation

The City of Commerce Transportation Department is the Lead Agency under CEQA for the proposed
project. Pursuant to CEQA and its implementing regulations?, the Lead Agency has the principal
responsibility for implementing and approving a project that may have a significant effect on the
environment.

1.3 CEQA Overview

1.3.1  Purpose of CEQA

All discretionary projects within California are required to undergo environmental review under
CEQA. A “Project” is defined in CEQA Guidelines § 15378 as the whole of the action having the

1  Public Resources Code §§ 21000 - 21177 and California Code of Regulations Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3.
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potential to result in a direct physical change or a reasonably foreseeable indirect change to the
environment and is any of the following:

e Anactivity directly undertaken by any public agency including but not limited to public works
construction and related activities clearing or grading of land, improvements to existing
public structures, enactment and amendment of zoning ordinances, and the adoption and
amendment of local General Plans or elements.

e An activity undertaken by a person which is supported in whole or in part through public
agency contracts, grants, subsidies, loans, or other forms of assistance from one or more
public agencies.

e An activity involving the issuance to a person of a lease, permit, license, certificate, or other
entitlement for use by one or more public agencies.

CEQA Guidelines § 15002 lists the basic purposes of CEQA as follows:

e Inform governmental decision makers and the public about the potential, significant
environmental effects of proposed activities.

o Identify the ways that environmental damage can be avoided or significantly reduced.

e Prevent significant, avoidable damage to the environment by requiring changes in projects
through the use of alternatives or mitigation measures when the governmental agency finds
the changes to be feasible.

e Disclose to the public the reasons why a governmental agency approved the project in the
manner the agency chose if significant environmental effects are involved.

1.3.2  Authority to Mitigate under CEQA

CEQA establishes a duty for public agencies to avoid or minimize environmental damage where
feasible. Under CEQA Guidelines § 15041 a Lead Agency for a project has authority to require feasible
changes in any or all activities involved in the project in order to substantially lessen or avoid
significant effects on the environment, consistent with applicable constitutional requirements such
as the “nexus”? and “rough proportionality”3 standards.

CEQA allows a Lead Agency to approve a project even though the project would cause a significant
effect on the environment if the agency makes a fully informed and publicly disclosed decision that
there is no feasible way to lessen or avoid the significant effect. In such cases, the Lead Agency must
specifically identify expected benefits and other overriding considerations from the project that
outweigh the policy of reducing or avoiding significant environmental impacts of the project.

1.4 Purpose of Initial Study

The CEQA process begins with a public agency making a determination as to whether the project is
subject to CEQA at all. If the project is exempt, the process does not need to proceed any further. If
the project is not exempt, the Lead Agency takes the second step and conducts an Initial Study to
determine whether the project may have a significant effect on the environment.

2 Anexus (i.e, connection) must be established between the mitigation measure and a legitimate governmental
interest.
3 The mitigation measure must be “roughly proportional” to the impacts of the Project.
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The purposes of an Initial Study as listed in § 15063(c) of the CEQA Guidelines are to:

e Provide the Lead Agency with information necessary to decide if an Environmental Impact
Report (EIR), Negative Declaration (ND), or Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) should be
prepared.

e Enable a Lead Agency to modify a project to mitigate adverse impacts before an EIR is
prepared, thereby enabling the project to qualify for a ND or MND.

e Assist in the preparation of an EIR, if required, by focusing the EIR on adverse effects
determined to be significant, identifying the adverse effects determined not to be significant,
explaining the reasons for determining that potentially significant adverse effects would not
be significant, and identifying whether a program EIR, or other process, can be used to
analyze adverse environmental effects of the project.

o Facilitate an environmental assessment early during project design.

e Provide documentation in the ND or MND that a project would not have a significant effect
on the environment.

o Eliminate unnecessary EIRs.

e Determine if a previously prepared EIR could be used for the Project.

In cases where no potentially significant impacts are identified, the Lead Agency may issue a ND, and
no mitigation measures would be needed. Where potentially significant impacts are identified, the
Lead Agency may determine that mitigation measures would adequately reduce these impacts to less
than significant levels. The Lead Agency would then prepare a MND for the proposed project. If the
Lead Agency determines that individual or cumulative effects of the proposed project would cause a
significant adverse environmental effect that cannot be mitigated to less than significant levels, then
the Lead Agency would require an EIR to further analyze these impacts.

1.5 Review and Comment by Other Agencies

Other public agencies are provided the opportunity to review and comment on the IS/MND. Each of
these agencies is described briefly below.

e A Responsible Agency (14 CCR § 15381) is a public agency, other than the Lead Agency, that
has discretionary approval power over the Project, such as permit issuance or plan approval
authority.

e A Trustee Agency* (14 CCR § 15386) is a state agency having jurisdiction by law over natural
resources affected by a project that are held in trust for the people of the State of California.

e Agencies with Jurisdiction by Law (14 CCR § 15366) are any public agencies who have
authority (1) to grant a permit or other entitlement for use; (2) to provide funding for the
project in question; or (3) to exercise authority over resources which may be affected by the
project. Furthermore, a city or county will have jurisdiction by law with respect to a project
when the city or county having primary jurisdiction over the area involved is: (1) the site of
the project; (2) the area in which the major environmental effects will occur; and/or (3) the
area in which reside those citizens most directly concerned by any such environmental
effects.

4 The four Trustee Agencies in California listed in CEQA Guidelines § 15386 are California Department of Fish and
Wildlife, State Lands Commission, State Department of Parks and Recreation, and University of California.
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1.6

Impact Terminology

The following terminology is used to describe the level of significance of potential impacts:

e A finding of no impact is appropriate if the analysis concludes that the project would not
affect the particular environmental threshold in any way.

e An impact is considered less than significant if the analysis concludes that the project
would cause no substantial adverse change to the environment and requires no
mitigation.

e An impact is considered less than significant with mitigation incorporated if the
analysis concludes that the project would cause no substantial adverse change to the
environment with the inclusion of environmental commitments, or other enforceable
measures, that would be adopted by the lead agency.

e Animpact is considered potentially significant if the analysis concludes that the project
could have a substantial adverse effect on the environment.

An EIR is required if an impact is identified as potentially significant.

1.7

Organization of Initial Study

This I[S/MND is organized to satisfy CEQA Guidelines § 15063(d), and includes the following sections:

Section 1.0 - Introduction, which identifies the purpose and scope of the IS/MND.

Section 2.0 - Environmental Setting, which describes location, existing site conditions, land
uses, zoning designations, topography, and vegetation associated with the project site and
surrounding area.

Section 3.0 - Project Description, which provides an overview of the project, a description
of the proposed development, project phasing during construction, and discretionary actions
for the approval of the project.

Section 4.0 - Environmental Checklist, which presents checklist responses for each
resource topic to identify and assess impacts associated with the proposed project, and
proposes mitigation measures, where needed, to render potential environmental impacts
less than significant, where feasible.

Section 5.0 - References, which includes a list of documents cited in the IS/MND.

Section 6.0 - List of Preparers, which identifies the primary authors and technical experts
that prepared the Initial Study.

Section 7.0 - Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP), which identifies
mitigation measures and level of significance after mitigation.

Technical studies and other documents, which include supporting information or analyses used to
prepare the IS/MND, are included in the following appendices:

e AppendixA  Project Plans
e AppendixB  Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Technical Report
e AppendixC  Phase I Cultural Resources Inventory
e AppendixD  Geotechnical Investigation
e AppendixE  Paleontological Records Search
e AppendixF  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment
e AppendixG  Noise Technical Report
e AppendixH Transportation Assessment
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1.8 Findings from the Initial Study
1.8.1 No Impact or Impacts Considered Less than Significant

The project would have no impact or a less than significant impact on the following environmental
categories listed from Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines.

Aesthetics

Agriculture and Forestry Resources
Air Quality

Energy

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Hydrology and Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Mineral Resources

Population and Housing

Public Services

Recreation

Utilities and Service Systems
Wildfire

1.8.2 Impacts Considered Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures

Based on IS findings, the project would have a less than significant impact on the following
environmental categories listed in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines when proposed mitigation
measures are implemented.

Biological Resources

Cultural Resources

Geology and Soils

Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Noise

Transportation

Tribal Cultural Resources
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
2.1 Project Location

The temporary and permanent TMF sites are in the City of Commerce in southeast Los Angeles
County. Regional access to the sites is from the Interstate 5 (I-5) Freeway via Eastern Avenue or
Washington Boulevard.

The temporary TMF site is at 5733 Sheila Street approximately 0.3 mile southwest of the I-5 Freeway
and 0.2 mile east of Eastern Avenue. That site is on two parcels, Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs)
6334-006-900 and -901. Refer to Figure 2.1-1, which shows the project vicinity of the project sites;
and Figure 2.1-2 which shows the locations of the sites.

The permanent TMF site is at 5926 Sheila Street approximately 0.25 mile southwest of the I-5
Freeway and 0.3 mile east of Eastern Avenue. The site is located on two parcels, Assessor’s Parcel
Numbers (APNs) 6334-025-911 and -912. The APN 6334-025-911 is 6.10 acres and rectangular.
APN -912, 0.41 acre, is part of a driveway connecting parcel -911 to Sheila Street. Refer to
Figures 2.1-1 and 2.1-2.

2.2 Project Setting
2.2.1 Permanent TMF Site

The permanent TMF site is approximately 6.51 acres. Most of the site is developed with buildings and
paved parking lots and driveways. The west part of the site is developed with the Commerce Refuse-
to-Energy Facility (CREF), which closed permanently in 2018. The CREF opened in 1987; in 2018 it
incinerated 360 tons per day of solid waste. A parking lot and a City of Commerce compressed natural
gas/liquefied natural gas (CNG/LNG) fuel station are in the southeast part of the project site. The fuel
station, consisting of one aboveground tank and two dispensers, is open 24 hours per day seven days
per week. A small part of the south-central portion of the project site is developed with a Southern
California Edison (SCE) electrical substation. The substation is currently being removed; the removal
is not part of the proposed project. Several parts of the site are landscaped with ornamental
vegetation. Refer to Figure 2.2-1 which is a topographic map. Photographs of the existing project site
are shown in Figures 2.2-2a through 2.2-2c.

The project site is surrounded by the BNSF Citcom Yard to the south and by industrial uses:
XPO Logistics to the west, Valley Plating Works and Extreme Logistics to the north and LK Packaging
and 32 Cold (cold storage facility) to the east.

Land Use and Zoning
The General Plan land use designation for the project site is Industrial (City of Commerce, 2009); and

the zoning district for CREF site is PF (Public Facility), and the zoning district for the balance of the
project site is M2 (Heavy Industrial) (City of Commerce, 2015), as shown in Figures 2.2-3 and 2.2-4.
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Figure 2.2-2a
PROJECT SITE PHOTOGRAPHS, PERMANENT TMF SITE

Permanent TMF Site

Photo 1: View looking west showing the closed CREF facility on the Photo 2: View facing south on project site driveway showing CNG
left and the SCE substation on the right. tank at center and the closed CREF facility at right.

Photo 3: View looking west showing the closed CREF building to Photo 4: View looking west of the CNG fueling station in the east
the right and the BNSF rail yard offsite to the south on the left. part of the project site; part of the closed CREF facility is in the
background.
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Figure 2.2-2b
PROJECT SITE PHOTOGRAPHS, TEMPORARY TMF SITE

Temporary TMF Site

Photo 5: View looking west of one of the vacant metal buildings on
the temporary TMF site Photo 6: View looking west of the temporary TMF site;
vacant metal buildings are on the left.

Photo 7: View Iooking northeast of surface parking_and parked Photo 8: View looking northwest showing truck wash
truck trailers on the temporary TMF site. building and parked truck trailers in the background.
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Figure 2.2-2¢
PROJECT SITE PHOTOGRAPHS, EXISTING TMF SITE

Existing TMF

PHOTO 9: View looking northeast of the provisor (warehouse) PHOTO10: View looking northwest of the provisor (warehouse)
building on the existing TMF site building on the existing TMF site

PHOTO 11: View looking northwest of the maintenance building at Photo 12: View looking north of the maintenance building at the

the existing TMF existing TMF
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2.2.2 Temporary Facility Site

The City is proposing to establish a temporary TMF during construction of the proposed permanent
TMF. The temporary TMF site is approximately 2.65 acres located at the southwest corner of
Elkgrove Avenue and Washington Boulevard approximately 670 feet north and opposite Sheila Street
from the proposed project site. The temporary TMF site is developed with two vacant metal
structures (one maintenance/storage/office building and one vehicle wash. The balance of the site is
surface parking. The temporary TMF site is surrounded by industrial uses. There are about 80
containers from FEDEX with no trucks at the temporary TMF site. Approximately100 trucks are
parked at the permanent TMF site.

Land Use and Zoning

The General Plan land use designation for the temporary TMF site is Commercial Manufacturing, and
the zoning district for the site is C/M1- Commercial Manufacturing (City of Commerce, 2009 and City
of Commerce, 2015).

2.3 Existing Characteristics of the Site
2.3.1 Climate and Air Quality

The project site is located within the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB), a 10,743-square-mile area
encompassing all of Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and
San Bernardino Counties (SCAQMD, 2010). A persistent high-pressure area that commonly resides
over the eastern Pacific Ocean largely dominates regional weather. The distinctive climate of this
area is determined primarily by its terrain and geographic location. Local climate is characterized by
warm summers, mild winters, infrequent rainfall, moderate daytime onshore breezes, and moderate
humidity. Ozone and pollutant concentrations tend to be lower along the coast, where the constant
onshore breeze disperses pollutants toward the inland valleys of the SCAB and adjacent deserts.
However, as a whole, the SCAB fails to meet national ambient air quality standards for ozone and fine
particulate matter (PMzs) and is classified as a “nonattainment area” for those pollutants (South
Coast Air Quality Management District, 1999 and 2017).

2.3.2  Geology and Soils

The project sites are in the Los Angeles Basin, a broad coastal plain. The sites are underlain by alluvial
deposits consisting of soft clay, silt and loose to moderately dense sand and silty sand (CGS and USGS,
2016).

2.3.3  Hydrology

The project sites are over the Central Subbasin of the Coastal Plain of Los Angeles Groundwater Basin,
and within the Los Angeles Watershed. The nearest storm drains to the permanent TMF site are next
to the south project site boundary bordering the BNSF Citcom Yard, and in Sheila Street. The nearest
storm drain inlets to the temporary TMF site are in Sheila Street next to the south site boundary; and
in Washington Boulevard approximately 240 feet to the northwest. All of those drains are owned and
maintained by the Los Angeles County Flood Control District. The project sites and surroundings have
a southwest slope of approximately 0.5 percent grade. Drainage from the project sites enters the
aforementioned storm drains, which are part of a network of storm drains that discharges into the
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Los Angeles River approximately 2.8 miles to the south. Drainage on the sites is through surface flow
and a network of catch basins and reinforced concrete pipe storm drains.

2.3.4 Biology

The permanent TMF site is entirely developed with civic and utility uses including the closed CREF;
the CNG/LNG fueling station; and an SCE facility. Parts of the site are developed with ornamental
landscaping. The temporary TMF site is fully developed with vacant metal buildings and surface
parking. No native habitat, and no habitat suitable for sensitive species, is on either of the sites

2.3.5 Public Services

The City is served by a full range of public services. The Los Angeles County Fire Department (LACFD)
provides fire protection and emergency medical services to the City of Commerce including the
project sites. The project site is in the service area of Station 50 at 2327 Saybrook Avenue in the City
of Commerce, 1.4 miles by road northeast of the permanent TMF site. The Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department (LASD) provides police protection to the City of Commerce; the City is in the
service area of LASD’s East Los Angeles Station at 5019 East Third Street in the Community of East
Los Angeles in unincorporated Los Angeles County.

2.3.6 Utilities

The California Water Service Company (CWSC) East Los Angeles District provides water to the City
including the project sites. The Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (LACSD) provides wastewater
treatment to the City of Commerce including the project sites; the site is in LACSD District 2. The City
of Commerce Department of Public Works maintains sewers in the City. Southern California Edison
provides electricity to the City including the project sites, and the Southern California Gas Company
provides natural gas. The Los Angeles County Flood Control District owns and maintains storm drains
near the project site.
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3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
3.1 Project Background

The City of Commerce (City) is the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). The project would be partly funded by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). A
Categorical Exclusion (CE) would also be required for environmental clearance under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); the FTA would review and approve the CE.

The existing Commerce Municipal Bus Lines (CMBL) transit maintenance facility (TMF) is at 5555
Jillson Street in the City of Commerce. Approximately 202 vehicles, including 23 buses, in addition to
landscape maintenance equipment, automobiles, light trucks and trailers, are maintained at the
existing TMF. Operational employment at the existing TMF is approximately 50. The City of
Commerce has outgrown its existing TMF. Additionally, the property where the existing TMF is
located will be sold for redevelopment. Therefore, the City of Commerce needs to construct a
temporary TMF from which to operate while the permanent TMF is being constructed.

The 6.51-acre permanent TMF project site is a flag lot with a main rectangular section approximately
595 feet south of Sheila Street. An extension of the east side of the project site northward stretches
to Sheila Street and provides site access to and from Sheila Street. Most of the site is developed with
buildings and paved parking lots and driveways. The west part of the site is developed with the
Commerce Refuse-to-Energy Facility (CREF), which closed permanently in 2018. A parking lot and a
City of Commerce compressed natural gas/liquefied natural gas (CNG/LNG) fuel station are in the
southeast part of the project site. The fuel station is open 24 hours per day seven days per week. A
small part of the south-central portion of the project site is developed with a Southern California
Edison (SCE) substation that is in the process of being removed; the removal is not part of the
proposed project. Several parts of the site are landscaped with ornamental vegetation. The site is
approximately 0.25 mile southwest of the Interstate 5 (I-5) Freeway and 0.3 mile east of Eastern
Avenue. The project site is surrounded by the BNSF Citcom Yard to the south and by industrial uses:
XPO Logistics to the west; Valley Plating Works and Extreme Logistics to the north; and LK Packaging
and 32 Cold (cold storage facility) to the east.

The City of Commerce, which spans approximately 6.5 square miles, is southeast of downtown
Los Angeles; the Commerce City Hall is approximately 5.8 miles from the Los Angeles Civic Center.
Approximately 71 percent of the City is designated for industrial and commercial land uses.
Employment in the City in 2017, the latest year for which data are available, was 52,624 (US Census
Bureau, 2020). The City’s population in 2020 was estimated at 12,868 (CDF, 2020).

3.2 Existing Transit System

CMBL, which began operating in 1969, operates eight bus routes, seven within the City of Commerce
and one extending from the City of Commerce to downtown Los Angeles. All seven routes within the
City of Commerce are loop-shaped circulator routes. Transit bus route hours of service are Monday-
Sunday 4:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Annual systemwide ridership is approximately 800,622 or an average
of 2,193 per day. The City also provides dial-a-ride (DAR) service Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m.; annual ridership is approximately 40,000 or 110 per day.5 City-recognized civic and
service organizations provide recreational excursion trips on four City-owned buses; annual

5  As part of the City’s Comprehensive Operational Analysis (COA) project, the City is evaluating the possibility of
offering weekend service for DAR based on feedback received during its public outreach sessions.
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ridership is approximately 50,000. The City’s transit bus fleet consists of 11 35-foot heavy-duty CNG
transit buses, six 40-foot heavy-duty CNG transit buses, six 40-foot heavy-duty diesel over-the-road
coaches and 12 24-foot cutaway CNG paratransit vans.

Several other transit providers serve the City of Commerce: the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (Metro), Montebello Municipal Bus Lines, and City of Los Angeles
Department of Transportation (LADOT). The Metrolink (commuter railway) Commerce Station, on
East 26t Street in the City of Commerce, is served by the Metrolink Orange County Line. Metro is
planning to extend the Gold Line light rail line through the City of Commerce mainly via
Atlantic Boulevard and Washington Boulevard. Completion of the line between the Community of
East Los Angeles and the City of Whittier is tentatively scheduled for 2028 (Metro, 2020a; Metro,
2020b). The existing eastern Gold Line terminus is located at the intersection of Atlantic Boulevard
and 3rd Street in the Community of East Los Angeles, approximately one mile north of the City of
Commerce.

33 Project Overview

The proposed project has three main parts. The first part is developing the temporary TMF site at
5733 Shelia Street. The second part is moving equipment and aboveground storage tanks from the
existing TMF at 5555 Jillson Street to the temporary TMF site and operating from there. The third
part is development and operation of the permanent TMF on an approximately 6.51-acre site.
Development of the permanent TMF would involve construction of a maintenance building
approximately 16,500 square feet in area in the southwest part of the site; and an office and
warehouse building approximately 20,000 square feet in building area in the south-central part of
the site. The CNG/LNG station on the east part of the project site would remain. CNG-fueled buses
would refuel at the CNG/LNG station. Table 3.3-1 summarizes the proposed project features.

3.4 Project Objectives

The project would construct a new facility to house the existing and future operations of the City of
Commerce - Transportation Department (CTD) and Public Works Department (PWD). The project
applicant has identified the objectives listed below for the project. These objectives will aid
decisionmakers in their review of the project and associated environmental impacts:

1. Develop and maintain the transportation system to support the economic and community
development of the area while minimizing negative social and environmental impacts.

2. Maintain a transit infrastructure and facility in a state of good repair.

3. Ensure the new TMF can meet current operational demands and growth over the next
15-20 years.

4. Design a TMF that minimizes the exposure of people and the environment to harmful and/or
nuisance levels of air, water, and noise pollution.

5. Develop and maintain a balanced transportation system which will allow for the safe,
economical, and efficient movement of people and goods, while optimizing the financial
resources of area communities.
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Table 3.3-1
PROJECT SUMMARY
Existing Transit Maintenance Facility — Area No. of
5555 Jillson Street Existing Uses/Features (square feet) Stories
The City’s existing Transit Maintenance Not 1
. . . . Facility (TMF) is operational. Applicable
Existing Transit Maintenance Facility Approximately 202 vehicles, of which 23
are buses, are maintained.
Five equipment lifts, two air compressors, Not Not
. nine above ground oil tanks will be Applicable Applicable
Equipment Removal removed and relocated to the temporary
TMF site.
Temporary Transit Maintenance Area No. of
Facility Proposed Uses/Features (square feet) S t01.'ies
5733 Sheila Street
New Construction The project would install two 36-foot by 4,320 1
Bungalows 60-foot office bungalows.
New Construction The project would install nineteen 40-foot 23,820 2
Modular Containers modular containers and three 20-foot
modular containers with canopy and
frames.
New Construction The project will pour concrete suitable for 58,750 Not
Concrete Pour maintenance garage repairs and heavy Applicable
lifting.
New Construction The project would install one 20-foot 200 1
Restroom Trailer restroom trailer.
New Construction Water, gas and electricity hookups would Not Not
be installed. Applicable Applicable
Demolition The project would demolish an existing 10,275 1
Maintenance Building vacant metal maintenance building.
Demolition The project would demolish an existing 1,780 Not
Wash Building metal vehicle wash building Applicable
Demolition The project would demolish existing 58,750 Not
Existing Pavement pavement where new structures will be Aoplicabl
built or assembled. ppiicable
Permanent Transit Maintenance Area No. of
Facility Proposed Uses/Features (Square S t01.'ies
5926 Shelia Street Feet)
Existing CNG/LNG Station The CN.G/LN.G station on tht.a east part of 16,200 N.ot
To remain on site the project site would remain. CNG-fueled Applicable
buses would refuel at the CNG/LNG station.
New Construction Maintenance and repair of City vehicles; 16,500 1
Maintenance Building bus wash
Office and Warehouse uses 20,000, of 2to3
New Construction which up to
Office/Warehouse Building 15,000 would
be office use
Demolition Commerce Refuse to Energy Facility (CREF) Footprint Not
CREF Facility about 1 acre | Applicable

Source: UltraSystems, 2020 based on project site plans dated April 2019 and a telephone conversation on November 17, 2020
between Margaret Partridge, AICP of UltraSystems and Greg Guzman, Fleet Maintenance Supervisor, City of Commerce.
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3.5 Existing Transit Maintenance Facility

The existing TMF facility, at 5555 Jillson Street, consists of a maintenance building with a vehicle
washing facility, a warehouse building, and a two-level parking structure. The facility is inadequate
for maintaining the current City fleet. Equipment and aboveground oil tanks from the existing facility
would be transferred to the temporary TMF.

3.6 Temporary Transit Maintenance Facility

The project would include construction and operation of a temporary TMF on a 2.65-acre site at the
southwest corner of Elkgrove Avenue and Washington Boulevard, at 5733 Sheila Street,
approximately 670 feet north of the proposed project site, while the proposed permanent TMF would
be built. An existing vacant metal maintenance building and vehicle wash on that site would be
demolished. The temporary TMF would consist of portable buildings and service bays formed from
shipping containers, steel frames, and canvas. The portable buildings and service bay elements would
be removed after opening of the proposed permanent TMF. Refer to Figure 3.6-1, which shows the
proposed layout of the temporary TMF. This would be a full-service site serving 6 to 20 vehicles per
day. The temporary transit maintenance facility would serve approximately 317 vehicles including
30 buses. There would be approximately 50 permanent employees at the temporary TMF site.

3.7 Permanent Transit Maintenance Facility
3.7.1 Existing Zoning and General Plan designations

The General Plan land use designation for the permanent TMF site is Heavy Industrial (City of
Commerce, 2009). The zoning designation for the CREF site is PF (Public Facility), and the zoning
designation for the balance of the project site is M2 (Heavy Industrial) (City of Commerce, 2015).

3.7.2 Demolition

The CREF would be demolished and the demolition debris removed from the project site. The SCE
substation next to the east part of the project site is also being demolished; that demolition is not part
of the proposed project.

3.7.3 New Construction

Figure 3.7-1 below depicts the proposed site plan for the permanent TMF. The proposed
maintenance and office/warehouse buildings would both be in the southern part of the project site.
The maintenance building would be approximately 16,500 square feet in area and would be one
story. The office/warehouse building would have a footprint of approximately 10,000 square feet
and would consist of two sections. A warehouse section, nominally half of the building footprint or
approximately 5,000 square feet, would be approximately the height of a high cube warehouse (35 to
40 feet) and would be one story. The balance of the building footprint would consist of an office
section which could be two or three stories, and is assumed here to be three stories for a conservative
analysis. The total building area of the office/warehouse building is thus assumed to be
approximately 20,000 square feet (5,000 warehouse plus 15,000 office). The balance of the site
would be developed with surface parking, a paved clear area north of the maintenance building for
fleet vehicles entering and exiting the building, and landscaping. It is estimated that there would be
up to 30 construction workers for the permanent TMF site.
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3.74 Employees

The Transportation Department has a staff of 50. Approximately 15 new employees would be added
to the permanent TMF site (compared to existing conditions) to accommodate the expansion, for a
total of approximately 65 permanent employees, including six management and supervisory staff,
three dispatchers, seven mechanics, and 10 service workers. The balance of the Department staff
consists of bus drivers who would be onsite briefly during the beginnings and ends of their shifts.

3.7.5 Hours of Operation

Hours of operation for the maintenance facility would be from 4:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., seven days per
week.

3.7.6  City Vehicle Fleet

The permanent TMF would service 345 vehicles, including 40 buses, and landscape maintenance
equipment, automobiles, light trucks and trailers.

3.7.7  Site Access and Parking
Site Access

Access to and from the project site would continue to be from Sheila Street at the north end of the
site.

Parking

The project would provide surface parking for the entire proposed City fleet of 345 vehicles in
addition to surface parking for employees and visitors; employee and visitor parking would include
approximately 25 electric vehicle charging stations. Parking on the permanent TMF site would
include space for 40 Buses, in addition to trucks and equipment consisting of trailers, lawn mowers,
golf carts, etc.

3.7.8  Landscaping

The landscaping plan has not yet been developed. However, the proposed project would comply with
all applicable City of Commerce regulations regarding landscaping, including, but not limited to,
Municipal Code § 19.24, Water-Efficient Landscaping Regulations.

3.7.9  Exterior Lighting

The specifics of the exterior lighting are unknown at this time. No outdoor flood lighting for nighttime
outdoor work is planned. Exterior lighting would comply with the City of Commerce Zoning

Ordinance § 17.50.140, which sets forth the following requirements:

e Exterior lighting would be located to minimize light trespass across property boundaries or

skyward.

o All outdoor fixture lighting would be fully shielded and focused to minimize light trespass
and glare.
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e Outdoor lighting fixtures would be turned off after close-of-business unless needed for safety
or security, in which case the lighting would be activated by motion sensor devices.

3.7.10 Vehicle Charging

It is anticipated that the proposed project would include approximately 25 plug-in chargers for
employee and visitor electric vehicles in the public parking area.

3.7.11 Perimeter Fencing and Exterior Walls

The type of perimeter fencing and exterior walls is unknown at this time. However, it is anticipated
that fencing would be used around the perimeter of the project site.

3.7.12 Utilities

Upon review of existing utilities and anticipated utilities in the new buildings, a utility plan will be
developed in consultation with the project's utility consultant and the local service providers for wet
and dry utilities.

Water

Water to the project site is currently provided by the City of Commerce Water Department (SWRCB,
2020).

Dry Utilities

Electricity is provided to the project site by Southern California Edison (OES, 2020). Natural gas is
provided to the project site by Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) (CEC, 2020). Offsite
mainline electrical or natural gas improvements may be necessary within the street right-of-way to
accommodate the project.

Stormwater

Some offsite storm drain improvements may be necessary within the street right-of-way to
accommodate the project. The location and details regarding storm drain improvements would be
determined during the design phase. Development projects in the City of Commerce must comply
with the Low-Impact Development Standards Manual issued by the County of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works in 2014.

3.7.13 CNG/LNG Fueling Facility Expansion
An expansion of the existing CNG/LNG fueling facility, consisting of addition of one aboveground

storage tank, is planned; the expansion would not be part of the proposed project. The City would
use liquid hydrogen and CNG as fuels for the City buses.
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Offsite Improvements

Connections to water and power utilities will be necessary.
3.8 Project Phasing

The Project would consist of the following phases:

3.8.1 Phase I -Temporary TMF Construction

Phase | would consist of demolition of all of the existing structures at the temporary TMF site. This
phase also involves site preparation and construction of the structures for the temporary TMF,
including transporting the modular containers to the project site and erecting them. Pairs of modular
containers would be stacked lengthwise to create 40-foot-high walls, then a frame would be
constructed to form an arch between parallel container stacks. A heavy-duty canvas would be put
over the frame to create a shelter for shop/maintenance work (see Figure 3.8-1 for an example).
Four walls would be created, with three shop/maintenance bays. Each tarp would be approximately
180 feet by 90 feet. Smaller versions of the shelters (at 40 feet in length and 20 feet in length) would
be constructed for vans and passenger cars. Additionally, 30- by 60-foot pre-constructed bungalows
would be delivered to the project site and used for construction, dispatch/office, drivers’ assignment
room and for administration. Temporary TMF construction is estimated to generate about 23
temporary jobs.

3.8.2 Phase Il - Transfer of Equipment and Aboveground Storage Tanks from Existing TMF
Facility to Proposed Temporary TMF Facility and Operation of Temporary TMF
Facility

Phase II would consist of removing equipment from the existing TMF and transferring it to the
temporary TMF. This equipment includes two bus parallelogram lifts, one four post vehicle lift, and
two vehicle scissor lifts. The lifts will be un-bolted and removed. All existing air compressors and
hose reels, product dispensers and tables, tire changers, pressure washers, parts washers, wheel
balancer, mobile columns, benches, and staff tool boxes also would be transferred. Additionally, nine
aboveground oil storage tanks (one waste oil tank and eight bulk product tanks) would be removed
and transferred.
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The temporary TMF facility would be in operation for approximately four years while the proposed
permanent TMF is being constructed.6 The temporary TMF would service approximately 317
vehicles including 30 buses. Operational employment at the temporary TMF would be approximately
50.

3.8.3  Phase IIl -Development of the Permanent TMF Facility
Phase III of the project would include the following steps.
Demolition and Site Clearance for the Permanent TMF

The CREF would be demolished and pavement and landscaping would be removed from the
footprints of the two proposed buildings; this is estimated to require four months. The SCE substation
next to the east part of the project site is also being demolished; that demolition is not part of the
proposed project.

Grading

Grading for the permanent TMF would require approximately two to three months. The entire
project site would have to be graded.

Building Construction

Construction of the maintenance and office/warehouse buildings would consist of erection of
building frames and walls; construction of interior building components, including plumbing,
electrical, HVAC, life safety, and telecommunications; and application of architectural coatings. It
would also involve paving. Phase Il would require approximately 26 months. Permanent TMF
construction is estimated to generate up to about 30 temporary jobs (this estimate also applies to the
demolition and site clearance and grading phases).

Permanent TMF Operation

Operation of the permanent TMF would involve servicing approximately 345 vehicles, including 40
buses. This represents an increase of 143 total vehicles over the existing TMF, of which about 17
would be buses. Approximately 65 workers would be employed in permanent TMF operation.

3.9 Construction Details

The construction start date would be contingent on funding and has not been determined. For the
purpose of the air quality and greenhouse gas emissions analyses, the schedule shown in Table 3.9-
1 was assumed. The schedule includes four months for construction of the temporary TMF, from
approximately February to June 2023; two weeks for moving equipment and tanks from the existing
TMF to the temporary TMF in June 2023; and two years for construction of the permanent TMF, from
May 2025 to June 2027.

6  The temporary TMF would operate for about two years before construction of the permanent TMF begins. It would
then continue operating during the approximately two years of permanent TMF construction.
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Construction Equipment

Construction equipment to be used onsite was determined by using the California Emissions
Estimator Model (CalEEMod),” as well as UltraSystems’ experience with projects of this nature.
Equipment assumed for emissions and noise estimating purposes includes, but is not limited to:

Aerial lifts.

Air compressors.

Tractor trailers to deliver bungalows and modular containers.
Cement and mortar mixers.
Concrete/industrial saws.
Cranes.

Excavators.

Forklifts.

Generator sets.

Graders.

Pavers.

Paving equipment.

Rollers.

Rubber-tired dozers
Trenchers.
Tractors/loaders/backhoes.
Welders.

Details of equipment deployment are presented in Section 4.3. Table 3.9-1 below provides a
preliminary project schedule.

Table 3.9-1
PRELIMINARY PROJECT SCHEDULE

Project Elements Estimated Timeframe Estimated Timing
Phase I -Temporary TMF construction February 2023 - June 2023 4 months
Phase I - Moving equipment and aboveground storage | June 2023 2 weeks

tanks from existing TMF to temporary TMF

Temporary TMF Operation July 2023 - June 2027 4 years
Phase III -Permanent TMF facility construction and
operation
Construction May 2025 - June 2027
Demolition and site clearance (for permanent | To be Determined 4 to 6 months
TMF)

7  CalEEMod is discussed in Section 4.3,
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Project Elements Estimated Timeframe Estimated Timing
Grading (for permanent TMF) To be Determined 2 to 3 months
Building construction (for permanent TMF) To be Determined 11 to 17 months

Permanent TMF Operation July 2027 Not Applicable

3.10 Discretionary Actions

The project requires a Plot Plan Review for the permanent TMF site by the City of Commerce Building
and Safety Division.

3.10.1 Permits and Approvals

The following permits and approvals would be required for the proposed project, as shown in
Table 3.10-1 below.

Table 3.10-1
PERMITS AND APPROVALS

Agency Permit or Approval

Demolition Permits: The City will issue demolition permits for
both the temporary TMF site and the permanent TMF site to
demolish existing structures.

Grading Permits: The City will issue grading permits for the
permanent TMF.

gﬁ:ﬁggﬁommerce Building and Safety Plot Plan review and approval: For the permanent TMF the
City of Commerce will process a Plot Plan ("Site Plan") Review,
subject to Division 10, § 19.39.640 of the Commerce Municipal
Code ("CMC"). Per §19.39.650. A Plot Plan Review is required

for any new building in excess of 25,000 square feet.

Building Permits: The City will issue building permits for both
the temporary TMF and the permanent TMF.

Building plan check and approval.

Review for compliance with the most current version of the

. California Fire Code, California Building Code, California Health
Los Angeles County Fire Department & Safety Code and City of Commerce Municipal Code.
Plans for fire detection and alarm systems, and automatic
sprinklers.
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Agency Permit or Approval
South Coast Air Quality Management Permit to Construct and Permit to Operate (Rule 201) for
District specific types of air-pollutant-emitting equipment.

California State Water Resources Control

Board (SWRCB) Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
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4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST
Environmental Factors Potentially Affected
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at

least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” or as a “Potentially Significant Unless
Mitigation Incorporated,” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

[0 Aesthetics [0 Agricultural and Forest Resources [ ] Air Quality

X Biological Resources [XI Cultural Resources N Energy

X Geology / Soils [] Greenhouse Gas Emissions [XI Hazards & Hazardous Materials

[] Hydrology / Water Quality [] Land Use / Planning [ Mineral Resources

XI Noise [0 Population / Housing [J Public Services

[0 Recreation [XI Transportation [XI Tribal Cultural Resources

[ Utilities/Service Systems 0 wildfire XI Mandatory Findings of Significance

Determination (To Be Completed by the Lead Agency)

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

]I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

[ find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there

will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

[] I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

L] I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect (1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and (2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to
be addressed.

[ I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated
pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures
that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Signature Date

Printed Name
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Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are
adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses
following each question. A “No Impact” answer is adequately supported if the referenced
information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one
involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer should
be explained where it is based on project-specific factors, as well as general standards
(e.g., the project would not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a
project-specific screening analysis).

All answers must take into account the whole action involved, including offsite as well as
onsite, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as
well as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur then the
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than
significant with mitigation, or less than significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is
appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one
or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the determination is made, an EIR is
required.

“Negative Declaration: Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated” applies where
the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant
Impact” to a “Less than Significant Impact.” The lead agency must describe the mitigation
measures and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to less than significant level.

Earlier analyses may be use where, pursuant to the tiering, Program EIR, or other CEQA
process, an affect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration.
(See Section 15063(c)(3)(D) of the CEQA Guidelines. In this case, a brief discussion should
identify the following:

(a) Earlier Analyses Used. Identify and state where the earlier analysis available for
review.

(b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist
were within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant
to applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

(c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation
Measures Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures that were incorporated
or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-
specific conditions for the project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information
sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a
previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference
to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated. A source list should be attached
and other sources used or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.
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+* SECTION 4.0 - ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST ¢

(7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used
or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

(8) Thisis only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however,
lead agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant
to a project’s environmental effects in whatever format is selected.

(9) The explanation of each issue should identify:
(a) The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

(b) The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than
significant
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4.1 Aesthetics

Less than
Potentially Significant Less than
Significant Impact with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

No
Impact

Except as provided in Public Resources
Code Section 21099, would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a
scenic vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic resources,
including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway?

c) Innon-urbanized areas, substantially
degrade the existing visual character or
quality of public views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are those
that are experienced from publicly
accessible vantage point). If the project
is in an urbanized area, would the
project conflict with applicable zoning
and other regulations governing scenic
quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light
or glare which would adversely affect X
day or nighttime views in the area?

A “visual environment” includes the built environment (development patterns, buildings, parking
areas, and circulation elements) and natural environment (such as hills, vegetation, rock
outcroppings, drainage pathways, and soils) features. Visual quality, viewer groups and sensitivity,
duration, and visual resources characterize views. Visual quality refers to the general aesthetic
quality of a view, such as vividness, intactness, and unity. Viewer groups identify who is most likely
to experience the view. High-sensitivity land uses include residences, schools, playgrounds, religious
institutions, and passive outdoor spaces such as parks, playgrounds, and recreation areas. Duration
of a view is the amount of time that a particular view can be seen by a specific viewer group. Visual
resources refer to unique views, and views identified in local plans, from scenic highways, or of
specific unique structures or landscape features.

a) Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099 would the project have a
substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

No Impact

Scenic vistas generally include extensive panoramic views of natural features, unusual terrain, or
unique urban or historic features, for which the field of view can be wide and extend into the distance,
and focal views that focus on a particular object, scene or feature of interest.

Both the temporary and permanent TMF project sites are in a built-out industrial area of the City of
Commerce. Both project sites have existing buildings. No scenic resources are present on either TMF
site. No scenic vistas are visible from the permanent TMF site. Vistas of the San Gabriel Mountains to
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the north are visible from the temporary TMF site. Development of the permanent TMF would not
block scenic vistas. Development of the temporary TMF would not block scenic vistas because views
of the San Gabriel Mountains would still be visible with the limited and temporary development on
the TMF site and the land use south of the TMF site opposite Sheila Street is industrial, which is not
considered a sensitive land use respecting visual impacts. Impacts would be less than significant and
no mitigation is needed.

b) Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project
substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact

The nearest designated state scenic highway to either the temporary or permanent TMF project site
is State Route 2 (SR-2 or the Angeles Crest Highway), approximately 16 miles to the north (Caltrans,
2020). Due to the distance of the Angeles Crest Highway development of the permanent and
temporary TMFs would not impact scenic resources in or a state scenic highway.

c) In non-urbanized areas, would the project substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views
are those that are experienced from publicly accessible vantage point). If the project
is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other
regulations governing scenic quality?

No Impact

The temporary TMF site is in the Commercial Manufacturing land use designation and the
Commercial Manufacturing (C/M1) zoning district. The Commercial Manufacturing land use
designation and the Commercial Manufacturing zoning district do not set forth requirements
pertaining to scenic quality (City of Commerce, 2008; Municode, 2020a).

The permanent TMF site is in the Industrial land use designation; zoning districts onsite are Heavy
Industrial (M2) and Public Facilities (PF). The Industrial land use designation and the Heavy
Industrial and Public Facilities zones do not set forth requirements governing scenic quality (City of
Commerce, 2008; Municode, 2020a; Municode, 202b).

Development of the permanent and temporary TMFs would not conflict with requirements governing
scenic quality set forth in the City of Commerce General Plan or Municipal Code, and no impact would
occur.

d) Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project create
a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

Less Than Significant Impact

The projectsites are in an urban area characterized by medium to high nighttime ambient light levels.
Streetlights, traffic on local streets and exterior lighting in surrounding developments are the
primary sources of ambient light visible from the two project sites. No light- or glare-sensitive uses
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are present next to either of the project sites, as the permanent TMF site is surrounded by industrial
uses and a railyard and the temporary TMF site is surrounded by industrial uses.

Both the permanent and temporary TMFs would include nighttime safety and security lighting; the
TMF operating hours would be 4:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Exterior lighting on both project sites would

comply with the City of Commerce Zoning Ordinance Section 19.19.130, which sets forth the
following requirements:

e Exterior lighting would be located to minimize light trespassing across property boundaries
or skyward.

e All outdoor fixture lighting would be a fully shielded fixture and focused to minimize light
trespass and glare.

e Outdoor lighting fixtures would be turned off after close-of-business unless needed for safety
or security, in which case the lighting would be activated by motion sensor devices.

The project does not propose outdoor flood lighting for nighttime outdoor work at either site. Project
development would not add light sources that would adversely impact nighttime views in the area.

Both the permanent and temporary TMFs would be built with low-glare exteriors; project
development would not create glare that would adversely impact daytime or nighttime views in the
area. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is required.
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4.2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources
Less than
Potentially Significant Less than No
Would the project: Significant Impact with Significant
s . Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on
the maps prepared pursuant to the X
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program of the California Resources
Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act X
contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or
cause rezoning of, forest land (as
defined in Public Resources Code
§ 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by
Public Resources Codes § 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland
Production (as defined by Government
Code § 51104(g))?

d) Resultin the loss of forest land or
conversion of forest land to non-forest X
use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing
environment which, due to their
location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to
non-agricultural use or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use?

a) Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to
non-agricultural use?

No Impact

The California Department of Conservation (DOC) established the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program (FMMP) in 1982 to identify critical agricultural lands and track the conversion of these lands
to other uses. The FMMP is a non-regulatory program and provides a consistent and impartial
analysis of agricultural land use and land use changes throughout California. The temporary and
permanent TMF project sites and surrounding uses are designated by the FMMP as “Area not
Mapped.” There are no agricultural uses on the sites (California Department of Conservation, 2020a).
The proposed temporary and permanent project sites are built out with industrial and infrastructure
uses and are located within an urbanized area, and all construction activities and improvements
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would occur within the site or the adjacent streets. Therefore, no farmland would be converted to
non-agricultural use and no impact would occur.

b) Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson
Act contract?

No Impact

The temporary TMF and permanent TMF project sites are built out with industrial uses and are in an
urbanized area, and are not subject to Williamson Act contracts. Under the City of Commerce General
Plan, the project site and surrounding areas are designated as Heavy Industrial. Therefore, the project
would not conflict with existing zoning for agriculture uses or any Williamson Act contracts and no
impact would occur.

c) Would the project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land
(as defined in Public Resources Code § 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Codes § 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Code § 51104(g))?

No Impact

Both project sites are located in a highly-urbanized setting; the permanent TMF site is zoned as
M2-Heavy Industrial and PF-Public Facilities; and the temporary TMF site is zoned C-1, Commercial
Manufacturing. The sites’ existing zoning of “M2”, “PF”, and “C-1” do not support the definitions
provided by PRC § 42526 for timberland, PRC § 12220(g) for forestland, or California Government
Code § 51104 (g) for timberland zoned for production. PRC § 12220(g) defines forest land as “land
that can support 10 percent native tree cover of any species, including hardwoods, under natural
conditions, and that allows for management of one or more forest resources, including timber,
aesthetics, fish and wildlife, biodiversity, water quality, recreation, and other public benefits.”
Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict with existing zoning for forest land or timberland,
and no impact would occur.

d) Would the project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to
non-forest use?

No Impact

One tree is present on the temporary TMF site. The permanent TMF project site is fully developed
with buildings, pavement, and landscaping. Vegetation in landscaped areas onsite includes various
trees of differing species which are ornamental in nature. No forest land exists on the project site due
to its urban and developed nature. Therefore, project development would not result in the loss of
forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use, and no impact would occur.
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e) Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to
their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural
use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact

The project sites and surroundings are built out with industrial, and urban land uses. No farmland or
forest land is located in the vicinity of the project sites (UEI, 2020). Therefore, project development
would not result in changes to the environment, due to its location or nature, which could result in
the conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use. No
impact would occur.
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% SECTION 4.3 - AIR QUALITY **

Would the project:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
Impact with

Less than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Mitigation
Incorporated

a) Conflict with or obstruct
implementation of the applicable air X
quality plan?

b) Resultin a cumulatively considerable
net increase of any criteria pollutant
for which the project region is
nonattainment under an applicable
federal or state ambient air quality
standard?

c) Expose sensitive receptors to
substantial pollutant concentrations?

d) Resultin other emissions (such as
those leading to odors adversely
affecting a substantial number of
people?

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management district or air pollution
control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations.

4.3.1 Pollutants of Concern

Criteria pollutants are air pollutants for which acceptable levels of exposure can be determined and
an ambient air quality standard has been established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) and/or the California Air Resources Board (ARB). The criteria air pollutants of concern are
nitrogen dioxide (NO2), carbon monoxide (CO), particulate matter (PM1o and PMz;), sulfur dioxide
(S02), lead (Pb), and ozone (03), and their precursors. Since the proposed project would not generate
appreciable SO; or Pb emissions,? it is not necessary for the analysis to include those two pollutants.
The project is in the Los Angeles County portion of the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB), for whose air
pollution control South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is substantially
responsible. Table 4.3-1 shows the area designation status of the SCAB for each criteria pollutant for
both the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and California Ambient Air Quality
Standards (CAAQS). Presented below is a description of the air pollutants of concern and their known
health effects.

8  Sulfur dioxide emissions will be about 0.03 pound per day during construction and about 0.007 pound per day during
operations.

7072 /City of Commerce Municipal Bus Lines Transit Maintenance Facility Project Page 4.3-1

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration May 2021



% SECTION 4.3 - AIR QUALITY **

Table 4.3-1
FEDERAL AND STATE ATTAINMENT STATUS
Pollutants Federal Classification State Classification
Ozone (03) Nonattainment (Extreme) Nonattainment
Particulate Matter (PM1o) Maintenance (Serious) Nonattainment
Fine Particulate Matter (PMzs) Nonattainment (Serious) Nonattainment
Carbon Monoxide (CO) Maintenance (Serious) Attainment
Nitrogen Dioxide (NOz) Maintenance Attainment
Sulfur Dioxide (S02) Attainment Attainment
Sulfates Attainment
Lead (Pb) Attainment
No Federal Standards
Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) Attainment
Visibility Reducing Particles Unclassified
Sources:

USEPA, 2020b, USEPA, 2020c, USEPA, 2020d, USEPA, 2020e, USEPA, 2020f; ARB, 2018; ARB, 2019; ARB, 2021.

Nitrogen oxides (NOx) serve as integral participants in the process of photochemical smog
production and are precursors for certain particulate compounds that are formed in the atmosphere
and for ozone. A precursor is a directly emitted air contaminant that, when released into the
atmosphere, forms, causes to be formed, or contributes to the formation of a secondary air
contaminant for which an ambient air quality standard (AAQS) has been adopted, or whose presence
in the atmosphere will contribute to the violation of one or more AAQSs. When NOx and volatile
organic compounds (VOC) are released in the atmosphere, they can chemically react with one
another in the presence of sunlight to form ozone. The two major forms of NOx are nitric oxide (NO)
and NO2. NO is a colorless, odorless gas formed from atmospheric nitrogen and oxygen when
combustion takes place under high temperature and/or high pressure. NO; is a reddish-brown
pungent gas formed by the combination of NO and oxygen. NO; acts as an acute respiratory irritant
and eye irritant and increases susceptibility to respiratory pathogens.

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless non-reactive pollutant produced by incomplete
combustion of fossil fuels. CO is emitted almost exclusively from motor vehicles, power plants,
refineries, industrial boilers, ships, aircraft, and trains. In urban areas, such as the project location,
automobile exhaust accounts for most CO emissions. CO is a non-reactive air pollutant that dissipates
relatively quickly; therefore, ambient CO concentrations generally follow the spatial and temporal
distributions of vehicular traffic. CO concentrations are influenced by local meteorological
conditions: primarily wind speed, topography, and atmospheric stability. CO from motor vehicle
exhaust can become locally concentrated when surface-based temperature inversions are combined
with calm atmospheric conditions, a typical situation at dusk in urban areas between November and
February. The highest levels of CO typically occur during the colder months of the year when
inversion conditions are more frequent. In terms of health, CO competes with oxygen, often replacing
it in the blood, thus reducing the blood’s ability to transport oxygen to vital organs. The results of
excess CO exposure can be dizziness, fatigue, and impairment of central nervous system functions.
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Particulate matter (PM) consists of finely divided solids or liquids, such as soot, dust, aerosols,
fumes and mists. Primary PM is emitted directly into the atmosphere from activities such as
agricultural operations, industrial processes, construction and demolition activities, and
entrainment of road dustinto the air. Secondary PM is formed in the atmosphere from predominantly
gaseous combustion by-product precursors, such as sulfur oxides, NOx, and VOCs.

Particle size is a critical characteristic of PM that primarily determines the location of PM deposition
along the respiratory system (and associated health effects) as well as the degradation of visibility
through light scattering. In the United States, federal and state agencies have focused on two types of
PM. PM1, corresponds to the fraction of PM no greater than 10 micrometers in aerodynamic diameter
and is commonly called respirable particulate matter, while PM5 refers to the subset of PMo of
aerodynamic diameter smaller than 2.5 micrometers, which is commonly called fine particulate
matter.

PMio and PM;s deposition in the lungs results in irritation that triggers a range of inflammation
responses, such as mucus secretion and bronchoconstriction, and exacerbates pulmonary
dysfunctions, such as asthma, emphysema, and chronic bronchitis. Sufficiently small particles may
penetrate the bloodstream and impact functions such as blood coagulation, cardiac autonomic
control, and mobilization of inflammatory cells from the bone marrow. Individuals susceptible to
higher health risks from exposure to PMjo airborne pollution include children, the elderly, smokers,
and people of all ages with low pulmonary/cardiovascular function. For these individuals, adverse
health effects of PM1o pollution include coughing, wheezing, shortness of breath, phlegm, bronchitis,
and aggravation of lung or heart disease, leading for example to increased risks of hospitalization and
mortality from asthma attacks and heart attacks.

Reactive organic gases (ROG) are defined as any compound of carbon, excluding CO, carbon dioxide,
carbonic acid, metallic carbides or carbonates, and ammonium carbonate, which participates in
atmospheric photochemical reactions. It should be noted that there are no state or national ambient
air quality standards for ROG because ROGs are not classified as criteria pollutants. They are
regulated, however, because a reduction in ROG emissions reduces certain chemical reactions that
contribute to the formation of ozone. ROGs are also transformed into organic aerosols in the
atmosphere, which contribute to higher PM1o and lower visibility. The term “ROG” is used by the ARB
for this air quality analysis and is defined the same as the federal term “VOC”.

Ozone is a secondary pollutant produced through a series of photochemical reactions involving ROG
and NOx. Ozone creation requires ROG and NO to be available for approximately three hours in a
stable atmosphere with strong sunlight. Because of the long reaction time, peak ozone concentrations
frequently occur downwind of the sites where the precursor pollutants are emitted. Thus, ozone is
considered a regional, rather than a local, pollutant. The health effects of ozone include eye and
respiratory irritation, reduction of resistance to lung infection and possible aggravation of
pulmonary conditions in persons with lung disease. Ozone is also damaging to vegetation and
untreated rubber.

4.3.2 Climate/Meteorology

The project site will be located wholly within the SCAB, which includes all of Orange County, as well
as the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. The distinctive
climate of the SCAB is determined by its terrain and geographical location. The SCAB is in a coastal
plain with connecting broad valleys and low hills, bounded by the Pacific Ocean in the southwest
quadrant with high mountains forming the remainder of the perimeter. The general region lies in the
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semi-permanent high-pressure zone of the eastern Pacific. Thus, the climate is mild, tempered by
cool sea breezes. This usually mild climatological pattern is interrupted infrequently by periods of
extremely hot weather, winter storms, or Santa Ana winds.

The annual average temperature varies little throughout the 6,600-square-mile SCAB, ranging from
the low 60s to the high 80s. However, with a less pronounced oceanic influence, the inland portion
shows greater variability in the annual minimum and maximum temperatures. The mean annual high
and low temperatures in the project area—as determined from the nearest weather station, which is
in the City of Montebello (WRCC, 2021), and has a period of record from 1979 to 2011—are 79.1
degrees Fahrenheit (°F) and 55.7°F, respectively. The overall climate is a mild Mediterranean, with
average monthly maximum temperatures exceeding 89°F in the summer and dipping to 47.2°F in the
winter.

In contrast to a steady pattern of temperature, rainfall is seasonally and annually highly variable. The
total average annual precipitation is 14.78 inches, of which 89 percent occurs between November
and March.

4.3.3 Local Air Quality

The SCAQMD has divided the SCAB into source receptor areas (SRAs), based on similar
meteorological and topographical features. The proposed project site is in Southeast Los Angeles
County (SRA 5), which is served by the Pico Rivera Monitoring Station, located 4.75 miles southwest
of the proposed project site, at 4144 San Gabriel River Parkway, in Pico Rivera. Criteria pollutants
monitored at the Pico Rivera Monitoring Station include ozone, PMzs, NO2, CO and lead (SCAQMD,
2020a). However, the Pico Rivera Monitoring Station does not measure PM1o. The closest monitoring
station to the project site that measures PMyj is the Los Angeles Monitoring Station located at 1630
North Main Street, approximately 6.5 miles northwest of the project site (SCAQMD, 2020Db).

The ambient air quality data in the proposed project vicinity as recorded at the Pico Rivera and Los
Angeles monitoring stations from 2017 through 2019 (the three most recent years for which data
are available) are shown in Table 4.3-2.
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Table 4.3-2
AMBIENT AIR QUALITY MONITORING DATA
Air
Standard/Exceedance 2017 2018 2019

Pollutant

Max. 1-hour Concentration (ppm) 0.118 0.115 0.108

Max. 8-hour Concentration (ppm) 0.086 0.082 0.091
Ozone (03) | # Days > Federal 8-hour Std. of 0.070 ppm 9 5 7

# Days > California 1-hour Std. of 0.070 ppm 7 3 5

# Days > California 8-hour Std. of 0.070 ppm 9 5 8
Nitrogen Max. 1-hour Concentration (ppm) 0.075 0.0768 0.0618
Dioxide Annual Average (ppm) 0.019 0.018 0.017
(NO2) # Days > California 1-hour Std. of 0.070 ppm 0 0 0
Respirable Max. 24-hour Concentration (ug/ms3) 64.6 68.2 624
Particulate 3
Matter Est. # Days > Fed. 24-hour Std. of 150 pg/m 0 0 ND
(PM10) State Annual Average (ug/m3) ND 34.0 ND
Fine . 3
Particulate Max. 24-hour Concentration (pg/ms3) 495 56.3 50.2
Matter #Days > Fed. 24-hour Std. of 35 pg/m? 3.2 6.1 2.9
(PMa2.5) State Annual Average (ug/m3) 12.2 12.9 10.6

Source: ARB, 2021.
ND - There were insufficient (or no) data available to determine the value.

4.3.4  Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP)

The SCAQMD is required to produce plans to show how air quality will be improved in the region.
The California Clean Air Act (CCAA) requires that these plans be updated triennially to incorporate
the most recent available technical information.? A multi-level partnership of governmental agencies
at the federal, state, regional, and local levels implement the programs contained in these plans.
Agencies involved include the USEPA, ARB, local governments, Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG), and SCAQMD. The SCAQMD and the SCAG are responsible for formulating and
implementing the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) for the SCAB. The SCAQMD updates its
AQMP every three years.

The 2016 AQMP (SCAQMD, 2017) was adopted by the SCAQMD Board on March 3, 2017 and
submitted to the ARB. On March 10, 2017 it was made part of the State Implementation Plan (SIP),
which was submitted to the USEPA (Corey, 2017) It focuses largely on reducing NOx emissions as a
means of attaining the 1979 1-hour ozone standard by 2022, the 1997 8-hour ozone standard by
2023, and the 2008 8-hour standard by 2031. The AQMP prescribes a variety of current and proposed
new control measures, including a request to the USEPA for increased regulation of mobile source
emissions. The NOx control measures will also help the Basin attain the 24-hour standard for PM; .

4.3.5 Sensitive Receptors
Some people, such as individuals with respiratory illnesses or impaired lung function because of

other illnesses, persons over 65 years of age, and children under 14, are particularly sensitive to
certain pollutants. Facilities and structures where these sensitive people live or spend considerable

9 CCAA of 1988.
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amounts of time are known as sensitive receptors. For the purposes of a CEQA analysis, the SCAQMD
considers a sensitive receptor to be a receptor such as a residence, hospital, or convalescent facility
where it is possible that an individual could remain for 24 hours. Commercial and industrial facilities
are not included in the definition of sensitive receptor, because employees typically are present for
shorter periods of time, such as eight hours. Therefore, applying a 24-hour standard for PMy is
appropriate not only because the averaging period for the state standard is 24 hours, but because the
sensitive receptor would be present at the location for the full 24 hours.

The temporary TMF site has a General Plan land use designation of Commercial Manufacturing (City
of Commerce, 2009) and a zoning designation of Commercial Manufacturing (C/M-1) (City of
Commerce, 2015). The industrial uses considered appropriate in the C/M-1 zone are limited to
support services, such as machine shops and some light manufacturing (City of Commerce Municipal
Code, 2020). The temporary TMF would be a support service to the City’s transit fleet and would not
conflict with the C/M-1 zoning designation.

The permanent TMF’s General Plan land use designation is Industrial (City of Commerce, 2009) and
its zoning designations are PF (Public Facility) for the CREF located on the project site,and M2 (Heavy
Industrial) for the balance of the project site is (City of Commerce, 2015). The proposed project would
maintain the City’s transit fleet and be compatible with the surrounding heavy industrial land uses.
Additionally, the project site is not adjacent to any zoning districts that are more restrictive; the
permanent TMF site is surrounded with the same heavy industrial (M2) zoning designation.
Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict with any land use, policy or regulation.

The closest sensitive receptors to the temporary TMF are single-family homes along Jillson Street,
approximately 300 feet north of the site. The closest sensitive receptors to the permanent TMF are
single- and multi-family homes that are approximately 275 feet northeast of the site. Refer to Figure
4.3-1, which shows the sensitive receptors relative to the temporary and permanent TMF sites.
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4.3.6 Impact Analysis

a) Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air
quality plan?

No Impact

The SCAQMD has an AQMP that proposes policies and measures to achieve federal and state
standards for healthful air quality in the SCAB. The AQMP incorporates land use assumptions from
local general plans and regional growth projections developed by the SCAG to estimate stationary
and mobile air emissions associated with projected population and planned land uses. If the
proposed land use is consistent with the local general plan, then the impact of the project is presumed
to have been accounted for in the AQMP. This is because the land use and transportation control
sections of the AQMP are based on the SCAG regional growth forecasts, which incorporated
projections from local general plans. The proposed project is consistent with the allowable land use
type and meets the main objectives of the land use plans and ordinances governing the project site.

Another measurement tool in determining consistency with the AQMP is to determine whether a
project would generate population and employment growth and, if so, whether that growth would
exceed the growth rates forecasted in the AQMP and how the project would accommodate the
expected increase in population or employment. The project does not propose residential
development and would not directly induce substantial growth in the City of Commerce. The project
would not indirectly induce growth since the public infrastructure is proposed to accommodate
growth in demand that has already been forecasted. Therefore, the project would not directly or
indirectly induce growth in Commerce and would not violate the assumptions of the AQMP. In light
of the foregoing, the project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air
quality plan, and there would be no impact.

b) Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria
pollutant for which the project region is nonattainment under an applicable federal
or state ambient air quality standard?

Less than Significant Impact

Project Emissions

A project may have a significant impact if project-related emissions would exceed federal, state, or
regional standards or thresholds, or if project-related emissions would substantially contribute to an
existing or projected air quality violation. To address potential impacts from construction and
operational activities, the SCAQMD currently recommends that impacts from projects with mass
daily emissions that exceed any of the thresholds outlined in Table 4.3-3 be considered significant.
The City defers to these thresholds for the evaluation of construction and operational air quality
impacts.
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Table 4.3-3
SCAQMD THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE
Mass Daily Thresholds (Pounds/Day)
Pollutant
Construction Operation
Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) 100 55
Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) 75 55
Respirable Particulate Matter (PM1o0) 150 150
Fine Particulate Matter (PMzs) 55 55
Sulfur Oxides (SOx) 150 150
Carbon Monoxide (CO) 550 550
Lead 3 3

Source: SCAQMD, 2019

To provide a framework for the emission calculations, the project was organized into a baseline
(Phase 0) and six major construction and operational phases (Phases 1 - 6). These are defined in
Table 4.3-4, along with preliminary estimates of their date ranges.l® Note that there will be
considerable overlap of operations at the temporary TMF and construction of the permanent TMF.

Table 4.3-4
PROJECT PHASES ASSUMED FOR EMISSION CALCULATIONS
Phase | Location Type2 | Description Date Range
0 Jillson TMF B Current operations at Jillson facili until
p ty 6/30/2023
. . 2/15/2023 -
1 Temp TMF C Demolition, paving, assembly of temporary structures 6/15/2023
. . ] 6/15/2023 -
2 Jillson TMF C Disassemble equipment and move to temporary TMF 6/22/2023
_ ] . 6/22/2023 -
3 Temp TMF C Install equipment, move equipment and vehicles 6/30/2023
_ _ . , 7/1/2023 -
4 Temp TMF 0] Vehicle maintenance and office operations 6/30/2027
— . ] 5/1/2025 -
5 Perm TMF C Demolition, grading, new construction 6/30/2027
' ' ] . Starting
6 Perm TMF 0 Vehicle maintenance and office operations 7/1/2027

aPhase Types: B = baseline operations, C - construction, O = operations.

10 Although several types of emissions evaluated for this project vary with calendar year, the variation is unlikely to result
in a change in conclusions regarding significance of emissions impacts.
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Within each phase will be discrete construction or operational activities that will emit air pollutants
and greenhouse gases. The activities for which emissions were calculated are listed in Table 4.3-5.
For each one, we assigned an activity code linked to a set of calculations presented in Appendix B.!!
For CEQA analysis of land use projects, the California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod),
Version 2016.3.2. CalEEMod (CAPCOA, 2017) is often used. However, the model was not designed to
efficiently calculate emissions from many of the activities. For those situations, we designed and used

spreadsheets for the calculations. These spreadsheets are provided in Appendix B.2.

Table 4.3-5
EMISSION SOURCES ANALYZED
Phase Code Activity Method
0.1 Employee commuting CalEEMod
0.2 Vehicle maintenance CalEEMod
1.1 Demolish metal maintenance building and wash building CalEEMod
1.2 Excavate for new concrete paving in service bay area Spreadsheet
1.3 New concrete paving for service bay area only CalEEMod
1.3.1 Repair existing paving where needed CalEEMod
1.4 Transport prefabricated structures to site Spreadsheet
1.5 Assemble prefabricated structures Spreadsheet
1.6 Build electric vehicle charging station Spreadsheet
2.1 Disassemble hydraulic lifts and oil tanks Spreadsheet
2.2 Load equipment onto trucks Spreadsheet
2.3 Transport equipment to temporary TMF Spreadsheet
3.1 Install service equipment, oil tanks, etc. from Jillson Spreadsheet
3.2 Install clarifier Spreadsheet
3.3 Move office equipment from Jillson to temporary TMF Spreadsheet
3.4 Move vehicles from Jillson to temporary TMF Spreadsheet
4.1 Employee commuting CalEEMod
4.2 Vehicle maintenance CalEEMod
5.1 Demolish CREF facility CalEEMod
5.1.1 Remove scrap metal Spreadsheet
5.1.2 Demolish paving Spreadsheet
5.2 Grading CalEEMod
521 Excavate for hydraulic lifts Spreadsheet
5.3 Install or relocate utility connections CalEEMod
5.4 Building construction CalEEMod
55 Architectural coating CalEEMod
5.6 New concrete paving CalEEMod
5.7 Relocate service equipment etc. from temporary TMF to permanent TMF Spreadsheet
5.8 Relocate office equipment etc. from temporary TMF to permanent TMF Spreadsheet
5.9 Move vehicles from temporary TMF to permanent TMF Spreadsheet
5.9.1 Remove modular buildings from temporary TMF Spreadsheet
6.1 Employee commuting CalEEMod
6.2 Vehicle maintenance CalEEMod

11 CalEEMod program inputs and outputs are in Appendix B, Attachment 1 and supplementary, spreadsheet-based
calculations are in Appendix B, Attachment 2.
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The criteria pollutant (and greenhouse gas) emissions analyses were based upon the following
assumptions:

o Allapplicable SCAQMD rules (e.g., 403 for fugitive dust during construction) will be enforced.

e Onroad emissions from buses, vans and other City-owned vehicles were not included;
expansion of their onroad activities is not part of the “project” that is being analyzed here.
However, emissions from vehicle repair and maintenance activities were included.

e The current and projected numbers of buses, vans, City fleet vehicles, and employee vehicles
were provided by the City (McFerguson, 2021). Trip lengths were estimated by the traffic
impact analysis for this project (KOA, 2021). Table 4.3-6 lists the assumed populations of
vehicles and employees during different operating phases.

o The types, numbers of pieces, and other characteristics of construction equipment were
obtained from CalEEMod, even when CalEEMod was not used for the emission calculations.

e Fora“worst-case” construction emissions scenario, all of the construction activities in a given
phase were assumed to occur simultaneously; in reality, Phase 5 (permanent TMF
construction) would take about two years and have several non-overlapping subphases.

Table 4.3-6
NUMBERS OF VEHICLES AND EMPLOYEES FOR OPERATING PHASES
Category Jillson (Existing) Temporary TMF Permanent TMF
Employees 50 50 65
Buses 23 30 40
Vans 12 12 20
City Fleet 167 275 285
Total Vehicles 202 317 345

Source: McFerguson, 2021.
Regional Construction Emissions

Construction activities would temporarily create emissions of dust, fumes, equipment exhaust, and
other air contaminants. Mobile sources (such as diesel-fueled equipment onsite and traveling to and
from the project site) would primarily generate NOx emissions. The amounts of emissions generated
daily would vary, depending on the amount and types of construction activities occurring at the same
time.

As shown in Table 4.3-7, construction emissions would not exceed SCAQMD regional thresholds.
Therefore, the project’s short-term regional air quality impacts would be less than significant.

Page 4.3-11
May 2021

7072/ City of Commerce Municipal Bus Lines Transit Maintenance Facility Project
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwigksfC3L_cAhVj7YMKHc3uCGUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.stargazerproductions.com/about-us.html&psig=AOvVaw05t_o8b7AWb3AThP9WLYXm&ust=1532796060093566

% SECTION 4.3 - AIR QUALITY %

Table 4.3-7
MAXIMUM DAILY REGIONAL CONSTRUCTION EMISSIONS
Maximum Emissions (pounds/day)
Project Construction Phase

ROG NOx co PMio PM:zs
Phase 1 (Temporary TMF Construction) 4.3 39.9 39.6 1.8 1.7
Phase 2 (Disassemble Jillson Equipment
and Move to Temporary TMF) 3.0 288 32.6 L6 13
Phase 5 (Permanent TMF Construction
and Relocation from Temporary TMF) 257 37.1 36.0 2.2 16
SCAQMD Significance Thresholds 75 100 550 150 55
Significant? (Yes or No) No No No No No

Source: Calculated by UltraSystems with CalEEMod (Version 2016.3.2) and with supplemental spreadsheets. (See Appendix B.)

Regional Operational Emissions

The project is a combination of an administrative facility; a motor vehicle repair and maintenance
shop; parking; and the storage and dispensing of fuel for internal customers only. Operational
emissions generated by area sources, motor vehicles and energy demand would result from normal
day-to-day activities of the project. CalEEMod 2016.3.2 was used to estimate these emissions.

Since this project type is not specifically represented in the CalEEMod default land use categories, the
closest category was an Automobile Care Center. As discussed above, onroad emissions from the
buses and vans of the City of Commerce Transportation Department were not included in the
analysis. In addition, trip generation rates for City employees working at the temporary and
permanent TMF facilities were obtained from the traffic study (KOA, 2021, p. 15).

Emissions from the existing facility on Jillson Street were defined as the baseline for the analysis;
increases in emissions from this baseline are the impacts. The results of these calculations are
presented in Tables 4.3-8 through 4.3-10. For each criteria pollutant, the increase in operational
emissions would be below the pollutant’'s SCAQMD significance threshold. Therefore, operational
criteria pollutant emissions would be less than significant.
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MAXIMUM DAILY PROJECT ’(I)‘zll’ll)illi:'i'?;OSNAL EMISSIONS (BASELINE)
Pollutant (pounds/day)
Emission Source
ROG NOx co PM1o PM:s
Area Source Emissions 0.61 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00
Energy Source Emissions 0.02 0.15 0.13 0.01 0.01
Mobile Source Emissions 0.13 0.56 1.17 0.29 0.08
Total Operational Emissions 0.76 0.71 1.30 0.30 0.09
SCAQMD Significance Thresholds 55 55 550 150 55
Significant? (Yes or No) No No No No No

Source: Calculated by UltraSystems with CalEEMod (Version 2016.3.2).

Table 4.3-9

MAXIMUM DAILY PROJECT OPERATIONAL EMISSIONS (TEMPORARY TMF)

Pollutant (pounds/day)
Emission Source

ROG NOx Cco PM1o PMz.s
Area Source Emissions 0.66 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00
Energy Source Emissions 0.02 0.16 0.13 0.01 0.01
Mobile Source Emissions 0.11 0.45 1.01 0.29 0.08
Total Operational Emissions 0.79 0.61 1.16 0.30 0.09
Change in Total from Baseline 0.03 | (0.10) | (0.14) 0.00 0.00
SCAQMD Significance Thresholds 55 55 550 150 55
Significant? (Yes or No) No No No No No

Source: Calculated by UltraSystems with CalEEMod (Version 2016.3.2).
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MAXIMUM DAILY PROJECT OPl;Irl?X'lTeIgl.\?A}.OEMISSIONS (PERMANENT TMF)
Pollutant (pounds/day)
Emission Source

ROG NOx co PMaio PM:s
Area Source Emissions 0.82 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Energy Source Emissions 0.02 0.02 0.17 0.02 0.02
Mobile Source Emissions 0.18 0.81 1.54 0.54 0.15
Total Operational Emissions 1.02 1.01 1.71 0.56 0.17
Change in Total from Baseline 0.24 0.29 041 0.26 0.08
SCAQMD Significance Thresholds 55 55 550 150 55
Significant? (Yes or No) No No No No No

Source: Calculated by UltraSystems with CalEEMod (Version 2016.3.2).
Cumulative Analysis

Because the SCAB is currently in nonattainment for ozone and PM; s, related projects may exceed an
air quality standard or contribute to an existing or projected air quality exceedance. The SCAQMD
neither recommends quantified analyses of construction and/or operational emissions from multiple
development projects nor provides methodologies or thresholds of significance to be used to assess
the cumulative emissions generated by multiple cumulative projects. Instead, the District
recommends that a project’s potential contribution to cumulative impacts be assessed utilizing the
same significance criteria as those for project-specific impacts. Furthermore, the SCAQMD states that
if an individual development project generates less-than-significant construction or operational
emissions impacts, then the development project would not contribute to a cumulatively
considerable increase in emissions for those pollutants for which the Basin is in nonattainment.

As discussed above, the mass daily construction and operational emissions generated by the project
would not exceed any of the SCAQMD’s significance thresholds. Also, as discussed below, localized
emissions generated by the project would not exceed the SCAQMD’s Localized Significance
Thresholds (LSTs). Therefore, the project would not contribute a cumulatively considerable increase
in emissions for the pollutants which the Basin is in nonattainment. Thus, cumulative air quality
impacts associated with the project would be less than significant.

c) Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

Less Than Significant Impact

Construction

Construction of the proposed project would generate short-term and intermittent emissions.
Following SCAQMD guidance (Chico and Koizumi, 2008), only onsite construction emissions were
considered in the localized significance analysis. During temporary TMF construction, the nearest
sensitive receptors would be residences about 82 meters north-northeast of the project site. During
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permanent TMF construction, the nearest sensitive receptors would be residences about 352 meters
to the north-northeast. Localized significance thresholds for projects in SRA 5 were obtained from
tables in Appendix C of the SCAQMD'’s Final Localized Significance Threshold Methodology (Chico and
Koizumi, 2008). Tables 4.3-10 and 4.3-11 show the results of the localized significance analysis for
the proposed temporary TMF and permanent TMF, respectively.

Localized short-term air quality impacts from construction of the proposed project would be less
than significant.

RESULTS OF LOCALIZED SIGNIFIEZEI(?E‘}A:T\I;?.YSIS FOR THE TEMPORARY TMF

Maximum Onsite Emissions
Nearest Sensitive Receptor (pounds/day)
NOx co PM1o PM:z.5
Maximum daily emissions 37.6 379 1.7 1.6
SCAQMD LST for 2.65 acres @ 82 meters? 129 1,538 37 10
Significant (Yes or No) No No No No
alnterpolated from table values in Chico and Koizumi, 2008, Appendix C.

RESULTS OF LOCALIZED SIGNIFIE:EI(?E‘}[.\:T\I:\%.YSIS FOR THE PERMANENT TMF
Maximum Onsite Emissions
Nearest Sensitive Receptor (pounds/day)
NOx co PM1o PMzs

Maximum daily emissions 21.8 24.0 0.96 0.87
SCAQMD LST for 5 acres @ 352 meters® 219 6,626 150 67
Significant (Yes or No) No No No No
a[nterpolated from table values in Chico and Koizumi, 2008, Appendix C. Since site is actually 6.51 acres,
thresholds are actually higher than shown here.

Operation

Increased local vehicle traffic may contribute to off-site air quality impacts. The traffic increases in
nearby intersections may contribute to traffic congestion, which may create “pockets” of CO called
hotspots. These pockets have the potential to exceed the state 1-hour standard of 20 ppm and/or the
8-hour standard of 9.0 ppm, thus affecting sensitive receptors that are close to these roadways or
intersections. CO hotspots typically are found at busy intersections, but can also occur along
congested major arterials and freeways. They occur mostly in the early morning hours when winds
are stagnant and ambient CO concentrations are elevated. In accordance with the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) CO Protocol (Caltrans, 1997, p. 4-2), CO hotspots do not
need to be evaluated in detail when the following conditions are true under the project:
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The project does not significantly increase the percentage of vehicles operating in cold start
mode.

The project does not significantly increase traffic volumes. Increases in traffic volumes in
excess of 5% should be considered potentially significant.

The project improves traffic flow. For intersection segments, higher average speeds and a
decrease in average delay should be considered an improvement in traffic flow. Generally, a
detailed analysis is not required if the project does not degrade the level of service (LOS) ata
nearby signalized intersection to “E” or worse.

The project does not move traffic closer to a receptor.

Typically, hotspots analyses are not performed for unsignalized intersections, which have lower
traffic volumes than those with signals. This is particularly the case when a hotspots analysis shows
no impacts for the most congested, signalized intersections.

Project operations were evaluated against the Caltrans CO protocol criteria, as follows:

The project does not significantly increase the percentage of vehicles operating in cold start
mode.

According to the transportation impact analysis (TIA) prepared for this project (KOA, 2021,
p. 16), the project will generate about 30 new employee vehicle trips per day. No information
on the percentage of cold starts was provided, but even in the unlikely event that all 30 trips
were cold starts, the increase in the percentage of cold starts in the Southeast Los Angeles
County Source Receptor Area would be negligible.

The project does not significantly increase traffic volumes by more than 5%

The TIA did not report average daily traffic (ADT) on local streets. Given the low number of
trips generated, a precise value of ADT is not needed. According to traffic count data provided
by the City of Commerce (McFerguson, 2020), a typical value of ADT on East Washington
Boulevard between Eastern Avenue and Telegraph Road was about 18,500 vehicles per day.
The increase in traffic due to project employee commuting would be about 0.16%. The local
traffic increase would therefore be less than 5%.

The project improves traffic flow. Generally, a detailed analysis is not required if the project
does not degrade the level of service (LOS) at a nearby signalized intersection to “E” or worse.

According to the TIA, the level of service (LOS) at an intersection near both the temporary
and permanent TMFs is already at E or worse. The TIA found that the project (including bus
traffic) would not degrade the LOS further.

The project does not move traffic closer to a receptor.
The project makes no changes to roadways, and the entrances to and exits from the project

sites will be approximately where they were before the project. Therefore traffic will not be
moved closer to a sensitive receiver.
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In light of the foregoing analysis, CO hotspots analysis is not needed.
Toxic Air Contaminants (TACs)

Since the project would include maintenance and repair of buses, vans and motor vehicles, and the
dispensing of fuel for internal customers only, the project would potentially involve the use, storage,
or processing of carcinogenic and/or noncarcinogenic TACs.

The service and repair facilities of the project would be subject to an ARB-adopted airborne toxic
control measure (ATCM) that reduces chlorinated compound emissions from automotive consumer
products used in automotive maintenance and repair activities (ARB, 2000). The ATCM prohibits the
use of perchloroethylene, methylene chloride, and trichloroethylene in brake cleaners, carburetor or
fuel-injection air intake cleaners, engine degreasers, and general-purpose degreasers sold, supplied,
offered for sale, or manufactured for use in California.

During construction activities, diesel equipment will be operating and diesel particulate matter is
known to the State as a TAC. However, the risks associated with exposure to substances with
carcinogenic effects are typically evaluated with the assumption of a lifetime of chronic exposure,
which is defined as 24 hours per day, 7 days per week, 365 days per year, for 70 years. The short-
term nature of project construction supports a finding that exposure to diesel exhaust emissions
during construction would not be significant. In addition, construction activities associated with the
project would be typical of other development projects in the city and would be subject to the
regulations and laws relating to toxic air pollutants at the regional, state, and federal level that would
protect sensitive receptors from substantial concentrations of these emissions. Therefore, impacts
associated with the release of toxic air contaminants would be less than significant.

d) Would the project result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors)
adversely affecting a substantial number of people?

Less than Significant Impact

A project-related significant adverse effect could occur if construction or operation of the proposed
project would result in generation of odors that would be perceptible in adjacent sensitive areas.
According to the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook, land uses and industrial operations that are
associated with odor complaints include agricultural uses, wastewater treatment plants, food
processing plants, chemical plants, composting, refineries, landfills, dairies, and fiberglass molding.
The project involves the construction and operation of a maintenance, repair, and fueling facility,
which would not typically be associated with odor complaints. Potential odor sources during
construction activities would be equipment that emits diesel combustion exhaust. Odors from these
sources would be localized and generally confined to the immediate area surrounding the project.
The project would use typical construction techniques, and the odors would be typical of most
construction sites and temporary in nature. As the project involves no operational elements related
to industrial projects, no long-term operational objectionable odors are anticipated. Therefore,
potential impacts associated with objectionable odors would be less than significant.
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4.4 Biological Resources
Less than
Potentially Significant Less than No
Would the project: Significant with Significant
i . Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Have a substantial adverse effect,
either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or
special status species in local or X
regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on
any riparian habitat or other sensitive
natural community identified in local
or regional plans, policies, regulations X
or by the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on
state or federally protected wetlands
(including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through
direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the
movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or
with established native resident or X
migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife
nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or
ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree preservation
policy or ordinance?

f)  Conflict with the provisions of an
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,
Natural Community Conservation Plan, X
or other approved local, regional, or
state habitat conservation plan?

4.4.1 Methodology

Literature, maps, databases, agency web sites, Geographic Information System (GIS) data, and aerial
imagery were obtained from public domain sources to: (1) assess habitats, special-status plant and
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wildlife species, jurisdictional waters, critical habitats, and wildlife corridors that potentially may
occur in and near the project site; and (2) identify local or regional plans, policies, and regulations
that may apply to the project. Plant and wildlife species protected by federal agencies, state agencies,
and nonprofit resource organizations, such as the California Native Plant Society (CNPS), are
collectively referred to as “special-status species” in this report.12 Some of these plant and wildlife
species are afforded special legal or management protection because they are limited in population
size, and typically have a limited geographic range and/or habitat.

The following data sources were accessed:

e United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-Minute Topographic Map of the South Gate
Quadrangle, Los Angeles County (USGS, 2018), and aerial imagery.

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) information:

o Information, Planning and Conservation (IPaC) (USFWS, 2020a).

o National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) and Wetlands Mapper (USFWS, 2020b).
e (alifornia Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) information:

o California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB; CNDDB 2021a).
o California Wildlife Habitat Relationships System (CDFW, 2020).
e Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of California provided by the CNPS (CNPS 2021).

A search of the USFWS ECOS-IPaC website (USFWS, 2020a) was conducted for the proposed project
site. The literature and data searches of the CNDDB (CNDDB 2021a) and of the CNPS Electronic
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of California (CNPS 2021), were conducted for the South
Gate, Hollywood, Los Angeles, El Monte, Inglewood, Whittier, Torrance, Long Beach, and Los Alamitos
quadrangles in Los Angeles County, California. The results of these searches are included in Table
4.4-1 and 4.4-2.

Based on the results of these data searches, comprehensive project-specific lists were prepared of
land cover, special-status plants and wildlife, and their potential to occur.

Aerial imagery was overlaid with geospatial data by utilizing GIS software (ArcGIS 10.1) to identify:
(1) the presence and geographic range of candidate, sensitive, or special-status species and
potentially suitable habitats, and (2) proposed and final critical habitats, wetlands, waters of the
State, and waters of the United States, in the vicinity of the project site.

The CNDDB (CNDDB 2021a) known plant and wildlife species occurrences was mapped for the
project site. Figures 4.4-1 and 4.4-2 depicts the CNDDB known species occurrences within a two-
mile radius of the project site.

12 Avian species protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) are not considered “special-status species.”
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Special-Status Plants

Based on a literature review and query from publicly available databases (CNDDB 2021a; CNPS 2021;
USFWS, 202043, b) for reported occurrences, within a two-mile radius of the project site, a total of two
special-status plant species, both considered sensitive (not threatened, endangered, or candidate)
resulted from the query and met one of the following criteria: reported as recent occurrences (< 20
years), or documented historical observation within two miles of the BSA, or recognized as occurring
based on previous surveys or knowledge of the area. None of those two species were determined to
have a potential to occur within the project BSA (refer to Figure 4.4-2). The BSA is fully urbanized
and developed. Therefore, it was determined that due to several biological and physical disturbances
none of the special-status plant species identified in the 2-mile radius database query have the
potential to occur in the BSA. Suitable habitat does not exist for the establishment of these species
within the BSA which is devoid of native vegetation communities (CNDDB 2021a; CNPS 2021; CDFW
2020; USFWS, 20204, b). The two special-status plant species and a description of their regulatory
statuses as determined by various state, federal, regional, and local regulatory agencies and the
ranking notations from the most relevant agencies are listed in Table 4.4-1 below.

Table 4.4-1
SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES RECORDED WITHIN THE BSA

Common BSA Within .
. s Potential for
Name General Habitat Description Known s
. Status . . . Occurrence within the
(Scientific in California Range or BSA
Name) Distribution?

None. The BSA lacks

Los Angeles sunflower is a . . .
5 suitable habitat required to

perennial rhizomatous herb that

;cl)rSlﬂAc?v%Elres is found in coastal salt and support this species.

. CRPR: freshwater marshes, swamps, . .
(Helianthus . Yes The last observation of this
nuttallii ssp 1A and wetlands, but occasionally species was recorded in

arishir) . found in non-wetlands. This plant 1937; CNPS considers this
p flowers from August to October; s eci’es to be extirpated b
elevation from 33 to 5,000 feet. P . p y
urbanization.
Southern tarplant is an annual
Southern herb that is found on the margins
tarplant of marshes and swamps, and in None. The BSA is urbanized
( CeIr)r tromadia CRPR: | vernally mesic sites within valley Yes and lacks suitable habitat
ArVi Ss 1B.1 and foothill grasslands and vernal required to support this
Zust{alis)p. pools. This plant flowers from species.

May to November; elevation from
0to 1,574 feet.

California Rare Plant Ranks (Based on ranking system developed by the California Native Plant Society [CNPS])

CRPR: 1A - California Rare Plant Rank 1A - plants presumed extirpated in California and either rare or extinct
elsewhere: the plants with a CRPA of 1A are presumed extirpated because they have not been seen or collected in the wild
in California for many years. This rank includes plants that are both presumed extinct as well as those plants which are
presumed extirpated in California. All of the plants constituting CRPR 1A meet the definitions of § 2062 and § 2067 (CESA)
of the Fish and Game Code, and are eligible for state listing. Should these taxa be rediscovered, it is mandatory that they be
fully considered during preparation of environmental documents relating to CEQA.

CRPR: 1B - California Rare Plant Rank 1B - plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere:
plants with a CRPR of 1B are rare throughout their range with the majority of them endemic to California. Most of the
plants that are ranked 1B have declined significantly over the last century. All of the plants constituting CRPR 1B meet the
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definitions of § 2062 and § 2067 (CESA) of the Fish and Game Code, and are eligible for state listing. It is mandatory that
they be fully considered during preparation of environmental documents relating to CEQA.

CNPS Threat Ranks - The CNPS Threat Rank is an extension added onto the California Rare Plant Rank (CRPR) (as a decimal
code) and designates the level of threats by a 1 to 3 ranking with 1 being the most threatened and 3 being the least

threatened.

.1 - seriously threatened in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened/high degree and immediacy of threat).

Special-Status Wildlife

A literature review and query from publicly available databases (Blevins and Jepsen 2020; CDFW,
2020a, b; CNDDB 2020, 2021a, 2021b; USFWS, 202043, b) for reported occurrences within a two-mile
radius of the project site, resulted in a total of six special-status wildlife species, two listed and four
sensitive (not threatened, endangered, or candidate). None of these six species was determined to

have a potential to occur within the project BSA (refer to Figure 4.4-1).

The BSA is fully urbanized and developed. Existing land cover consists of ornamental vegetation,
which is restricted to a residential area in the northernmost portion of the BSA, to median strips on
Washington Boulevard, and to landscaped parking areas. It was determined that due to urbanization
of the BSA and immediate vicinity only one of the special-status wildlife species (burrowing owl)
identified in the 2-mile radius database query has the potential to occur in the BSA. Burrowing owls
may potentially utilize man-made structures in urban environments to nest; however, the project site
does not provide suitable nesting habitat for this species. Suitable habitat does not exist within the
BSA for the establishment of the remaining species, which is devoid of native vegetation communities
(CNDDB, 2021a; IUCN, 2020; USFWS, 20204, b; Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 2019).

These wildlife species and a description of their statuses and habitat requirements as determined by
various state, federal, regional, and local regulatory agencies are listed in Table 4.4-2 below:

Table 4.4-2
SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES RECORDED WITHIN THE BSA
Common BSA Potential for
Name General Habitat Description in | Within -
. Status . . Occurrence within the
(Scientific California Known
BSA
Name) Range?
Found in dense riparian tree and
shrub communities associated with No Potential to Occur. The
Southwestern . )
willow rivers, swamps, and other wetlands, BSA does not contain
FE including lakes, surface water, suitable breeding and
flycatcher . Yes . 2
(Empidonax SE saturated soil, or herbaceous foraging dense riparian and
e wetland plants present during the aquatic habitats to support
traillii extimus) . .
early summer months; woody this species.
riparian vegetation is present.
Occur.s in naturally. eroding habitats No Potential to Occur. The
of major lowland river systems, )
sandy, vertical bluffs or riverbanks BSA does not contain
Bank swallow Y suitable habitats with
(I_?lpa'r 1a ST Characteristics: birds build nests No V.ertlcal banks .c0n51st1ng of
riparia) s fine-texture soils to support
within two to three-foot deep .
burrows that are du breeding bank swallows.
. o8 . The CNDDB considers this
perpendicularly into near vertical
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Common BSA
. e e . ey Potential for
Name General Habitat Description in | Within oy
. g Status . . Occurrence within the
(Scientific California Known BSA
Name) Range?
earthen banks along streams, species to be extirpated
coastal bluffs, and sand and gravel from the project vicinity.
pits
Fish-bearing, permanently No Potential to Occur. The
inundated habitat, in well- BSA does not contain
Western FPE . . .
. : oxygenated substrates, in creeks suitable habitat to support
ridged mussel Special . . . . . S
. . and rivers, and sometimes lakes. No this species. This species is
(Gonidea Animals - . . .
angulata) List Originally found in most of considered extirpated from
California, now extirpated in southern and central
southern and central California. California.
May be found in coastal sage scrub,
open chaparral, pine-oak
woodlands, and grassland habitats,
but is most common in grasslands
with vernal pools or mixed No Potential to Occur. The
grassland/coastal sage scrub areas. BSA is located within t}-lis
Western Requires rain pools/vernal pools toad’s distribution:
spadefoot toad and that persist with more than ’
SSC . Yes however, the BSA lacks
(Spea three weeks of standing water, or suitable aquatic and vernal
hammondii) slow-moving streams (e.g., areas ool breegin sites to
flooded by intermittent streams). Su ort this tgoad
This species estivates in sandy, PP '
gravelly soil in upland habitats
adjacent to potential breeding sites
in burrows approximately 1 meter
in depth.
. . . No Potential to Occur:
This species requires open, dry, flat there are no known
ground or low rolling hills with recorded occurrences of the
sparse vegetation and available special-status wildlife
burrows but may also dig their own sgecies in the BSA or the
Brrowing ol burrows in friable soils. immediate project vicinity
g and since 1921. The BSA
(Athene SSC Where burrows are scarce, man- Yes does not contain suitable or
cunicularia) made structures such as culverts, adequate biological and
piles of concrete, rubble, or debris, h Cslical featurgs required
pipes, asphalt, artificial nest boxes, ?O Zu ort this s ec?es
and openings beneath cement or inclug?n friablepsoils ’
asphalt pavement may also be used availableg rev and wéter
as nest sites. SOUrces prey,
American badger is most abundant .
in drier open stages of most shrub, gg Apgtitzlittlhailnt(:h(e)c::; ;H:)ef
. forest, and herbaceous habitats, . . 8
American with friable soils. Badeers di this species; however, the
badger SSC ’ 8 5 Yes sites are urbanized and lack

(Taxidea taxus)

burrows in friable soil for cover.
Frequently reuse old burrows,
although some may dig a new den
each night, especially in summer

suitable burrowing and
hunting habitat required to
support American badger.
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Common BSA Potential for
Name General Habitat Description in | Within oy
. Status . . Occurrence within the
(Scientific California Known
BSA
Name) Range?

American badgers are carnivorous.
They eat fossorial rodents: rats,
mice, chipmunks, and especially
ground squirrels and pocket
gophers. May also eat some reptiles,
insects, earthworms, eggs, birds, and
carrion. Diet shifts seasonally and
yearly in response to availability of
prey.

FE = federal listed as endangered: any species of plant or animal that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a
significant portion of their range.

FPE = federally proposed for listing as endangered: a candidate species that has been proposed by USFWS or NMFS for

listing as endangered and the proposed rule, but not a final rule, to list has been published in the Federal Register.

SE = state-listed as endangered: "endangered species" means a native species or subspecies of a bird, mammal, fish,
amphibian, reptile, or plant which is in serious danger of becoming extinct throughout all, or a significant portion,
of its range due to one or more causes, including loss of habitat, change in habitat, overexploitation, predation,
competition, or disease (Fish and Game Code § 2062).

ST = state-listed as threatened: "threatened species” means a native species or subspecies of a bird, mammal, fish,
amphibian, reptile, or plant that, although not presently threatened with extinction, is likely to become an
endangered species in the foreseeable future in the absence of the special protection and management efforts (Fish
and Game Code § 2067).

SSC = species of special concern: a species of special concern is a species, subspecies, or distinct population of an animal
(fish, amphibian, reptile, bird and mammal) native to California that currently satisfies one or more of the following
(not necessarily mutually exclusive) criteria: is extirpated from the state or, in the case of birds, in its primary
seasonal or breeding role; is listed as federally-, but not state-, threatened or endangered; meets the state definition
of threatened or endangered, but has not formally been listed; is experiencing, or formerly experienced, serious
(noncyclical) population declines or range retractions (not reversed) that, if continued or resumed, could qualify it
for state threatened or endangered status; has naturally small populations exhibiting high susceptibility to risk
from any factor(s), that if realized, could lead to declines that would qualify it for state threatened or endangered
status.

Special Animals List = “Special Animals” is a broad term used to refer to all the animal taxa tracked by the CNDDB,
regardless of their legal or protection status. The Special Animals List includes species which are closely associated
with a habitat that is declining in California at a significant rate (e.g.,wetlands, riparian, vernal pools, old growth
forests, desert aquatic systems, native grasslands, valley shrubland habitats, etc.); or are designated as a special
status, sensitive, or declining species by other state or federal agencies, or a non-governmental organization (NGO),
and determined by the CNDDB to be rare, restricted, declining, or threatened across their range in California

Of the species listed in Table 4.4-1, neither of the two plant species, southern tarplant and Los
Angeles sunflower have a potential to occur within the BSA due to urbanization and lack of suitable
habitat. None of the six wildlife species listed in Table 4.4-2 has a potential to occur within the BSA
due to lack of suitable habitat to support them. None of these special-status plant and wildlife species
are known to occur within the project site.

Methodology

The related literature and data source review was conducted by UEI Senior Biologist Michelle Tollett.
A reconnaissance-level field survey was conducted on November 13, 2020 by Mr. Victor Paitimusa to
document the existing environment and vegetation, including ornamental (landscaping) and
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volunteer “weedy” species. Following the field survey, existing conditions and potential project-
related impacts to biological resources were assessed by UEI biologists.

4.4.2 Existing Environment

The project is in the City of Commerce within southern Los Angeles County. The project site is located
southeast of downtown Los Angeles and approximately 0.25 miles southwest of -5 Freeway in a
highly developed, urbanized area. The area surrounding the project site is industrial and bordered
by the BNSF train yard on the south and industrial and commercial areas on the north, east, and west.

One soil type is mapped on the project sites: Urban land-Ballona-Typic Xerorthents, fine substratum
complex, 0 to 5 percent slopes (map unit 1137), which is a human-transported mixture of soil types
(Soil Survey Staff, 2020). The project geotechnical investigation identified the near-surface soils
encountered during their site investigation as consisting mainly of fine-grained clays and silts (NOVA
2021, p. 8). Review of the USGS 7.5-minute series topographic quadrangle maps indicate that the
project site and vicinity are generally flat at an average elevation of approximately 141 feet AMSL
(USGS, 2018).

Surface water in the area of the project site is collected by the local stormwater drainage system and
is discharged into pipes and open channels, which then flows into the Los Angeles River.

The vegetation on the project site includes street trees adjacent to commercial land uses, ornamental
vegetation, and non-native grasses. Patches of ornamental vegetation are interspersed though areas
of the BSA and occur adjacent to city parks and residential neighborhoods.

Land Cover Types

The project site consists of developed land cover, which is described below.
Developed Lands

Developed lands are either non-vegetated features that are occupied by man-made structures or
other impermeable surfaces that cannot support vegetation, or are vegetated by ornamental or
landscape vegetation. These developed areas provide virtually no habitat for wildlife species;
however, birds may use the ornamental vegetation for foraging and nesting. Developed lands and
ornamental vegetation do not have a global or state rank and are not considered sensitive plant
communities.

Plants

The project site contains five ornamental trees including pine (Pinus sp.), Mexican fan palm
(Washingtonia robusta), and Brazilian pepper tree (Schinus terebinthifolia), as well as a few volunteer
non-native grasses and forbs growing in cracks in the asphalt. Non-native grasses include fountain
grass (Pennisetum setaceum) and flax-leaved horseweed (Erigeron bonariensis).

None of the plant species observed on the project site are listed or special-status plant species known
to occur in the area. No sensitive plant species were observed within the project site during the site
visit. Both literature review and field reconnaissance concluded that the listed sensitive species in
the plant inventory do not occur within the project site because the site is located outside the plant

7072/ City of Commerce Municipal Bus Lines Transit Maintenance Facility Project Page 4.4-9
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration May 2021


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwigksfC3L_cAhVj7YMKHc3uCGUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.stargazerproductions.com/about-us.html&psig=AOvVaw05t_o8b7AWb3AThP9WLYXm&ust=1532796060093566

+* SECTION 4.4 — BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES **

species’ known distribution, elevation range, and/or the project site lacks suitable habitats and/or
soils to support the plant species.

Wildlife

The project site contains compacted soils that are generally the result of severe or repeated
mechanical disturbance and provide extremely low value for native plants and/or foraging, shelter,
or reproductive opportunities for local wildlife. A few urban-adapted bird species may utilize the site
as a resting or perching location and in some instances, nesting may occur, especially within the
Mexican fan palms and pine trees.

Examples of urban-adapted bird species that are known to nest in tree species such as those onsite,
and which would be afforded protection under the California Fish and Game Code Sections 3503
and/or 3513 and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, include the Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna),
hooded oriole (Icterus cucullatus), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), Cassin’s kingbird (Tyrannus
vociferans).

No federally listed, state-listed, or other sensitive wildlife species were observed on the project site,
nor are they expected to occur.

4.4.3 Impact Analysis

a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated

The permanent TMF site and the temporary TMF site are in the downtown area of the City of
Commerce, California, and have been previously developed. The project sites border other industrial
and commercial land uses and are located in the heavy industrial zone land use (M-2). The area is in
an urbanized area, which provides low habitat value for special-status plant and wildlife species. No
special-status plants or wildlife were observed within the project area. The project site contains
developed and/or paved land.

With implementation of the project, the existing buildings on the site would be demolished and
structures added to both the temporary and permanent TMF sites. Several existing shrubs and trees
would be removed prior to redevelopment. None of the existing trees onsite are protected heritage
trees. Landscaping on the permanent TMF site would be in compliance with City of Commerce
Municipal Code Chapter 19.23, entitled Landscaping Standards. This chapter lists requirements
relating to the quality, quantity, and functionality of landscaping for projects (City of Commerce,
2019).

Ornamental trees within the City right-of-way (e.g., a would not be impacted by construction or
operation of the proposed project.

Nesting Birds
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Existing bare ground, vegetation (grasses, forbs, shrubs and trees), as well as structures on the
project site could provide nesting habitat for native migratory birds in the area. All native migratory
non-game birds, including raptors, and their active nests are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act (MBTA) of 1918 and Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 of the California Fish and Game Code, which
render it unlawful to take native breeding birds, and their nests, eggs, and young.

Project construction could adversely impact birds and potential nests on the project site. The
buildings on the project site would be demolished and existing landscaping would be removed prior
to construction of the proposed project. Thus, existing landscaping around the existing buildings on
the project site would be removed. If nesting migratory birds are present (i.e., nests containing eggs
or young), tree and shrub removal associated with the redevelopment of the project site could result
in the loss of those birds caused by the direct mortality of adult or young birds, nest destruction, or
disturbance of nesting native migratory bird species resulting in nest abandonment and/or the loss
of reproductive effort. Disruption of nesting birds, resulting in the abandonment of active nests, or
the loss of active nests through structure removal would be a potentially significant impact. Indirect
impacts on breeding birds could occur from increased noise, vibration, and dust during construction,
which could adversely affect the breeding behavior of some birds, and lead to the loss (take) of eggs
and chicks, or nest abandonment. Therefore, without mitigation, the project could have a potentially
significant impact.

To maintain compliance with the MBTA and California Fish and Game Code, and to avoid or minimize
direct and indirect effects on migratory non-game nesting birds, and their nests, young, and eggs,
mitigation measure BIO-1 shall be implemented, and would reduce potential impacts to nesting birds
from construction of the temporary and permanent TMF sites to a less-than-significant level.

Mitigation Measure
MM BIO-1: Preconstruction Nesting Bird Surveys.

If project construction of the temporary and permanent TMF sites begins during nesting bird /raptor
season (between January 1 and August 31), a qualified biologist shall conduct preconstruction
nesting bird, and other sensitive species, clearance surveys within the project site and within a 100-
foot radius around the project site. The nesting bird survey shall occur no earlier than one week prior
to ground-disturbing activities or vegetation trimming or removal.

e Project activities that will remove or disturb potential nesting sites should be
scheduled outside the nesting bird season, which occurs between January 1 and
August 31, if feasible. The City shall conduct brush removal, tree trimming,
building demolition, or grading activities outside of the nesting season.

o The nesting bird nesting season for non-raptors is typically from February 1
through August 31, but can vary from year to year depending on weather
conditions. However, raptors are known to begin nesting early in the year. Given
that the BSA contains large trees and buildings to be demolished, the qualified
biologist shall survey for nesting raptors beginning January 1.

e If an active bird nest is located during the pre-construction survey and project
activities may impact nesting behavior, a no-activity buffer zone shall be
delineated on maps and marked in the field by fencing, stakes, flagging, or other
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means up to 200 feet for all species (raptor and non-raptor), unless otherwise
determined by the qualified biological monitor.

The qualified biologist shall determine the appropriate size of the buffer zone
based on the type of activities planned near the nest and the species tolerances
for disturbance.

Buffer zones shall not be disturbed until a qualified biologist determines that the
nest is inactive, the young have fledged, are no longer being fed by the parents,
have left the area, or will no longer be affected by project activities. Periodic
monitoring by a biological monitor will be performed to determine when nesting
is complete. After the nesting cycle is complete, project activities may begin
within the buffer zone.

Materials used to demarcate the nests shall be removed as soon as work is
complete or the fledglings are no longer dependent upon the nest.

If neither nesting birds nor active nests are observed during the pre-construction
survey(s), or if they are observed and would not be affected (i.e., are outside the
buffer zone described above), then project activities may begin and no further
nesting bird monitoring will be required.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

With implementation of mitigation measure BIO-1 above, the project would result in less than
significant impacts on nesting bird species.

b)

No Impact

Would the project have a substantial adverse impact on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies,
regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

The literature review, results of the CNDDB, and project site reconnaissance survey indicate that
riparian habitat and other sensitive natural communities do not exist on or adjacent to the BSA. As
shown in Figure 4.4-3 the nearest area designated as critical habitat by the USFWS is critical habitat
for the coastal California gnatcatcher, beginning approximately 3.5 miles to the northeast of the
project site.13 Therefore, no direct or indirect impacts to riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
communities would occur as a result of construction and operation of the proposed project.
Therefore, the project would have no impact in this regard.

13 Critical habitat is specific geographic area(s) essential for the conservation of a threatened or endangered species and

that may require special management and protection. Critical habitat may include an area that is not currently
occupied by the species but that will be needed for its recovery (USFWS, 2021).
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c) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected
wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through
direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

No Impact

According to the literature review, results of the CNDDB and National Wetlands Inventory data
search, and project site reconnaissance, no wetlands occur in or adjacent to the project site. See
Figure 4.4-4. Therefore, the proposed project would have no direct or indirect impacts on federally
protected wetlands (as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act) or state-protected wetlands
or waters are anticipated through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means.
The project would have no impact in this regard.

d) Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident
or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

No Impact

The project site is located within an urbanized and built-out area of the City of Commerce. The project
site and surrounding areas do not support resident or migratory fish species or wildlife nursery sites.
According to the findings of the literature review, results of the CNDDB, and project site
reconnaissance, no established resident or migratory wildlife corridors occur on the project site or
in the surrounding areas (refer to Figure 4.4-5). As a result, the project would not interfere
substantially with or impede: (1) the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species;
(2) established resident or migratory wildlife corridors; or (3) the use of wildlife nursery sites.
Therefore, there would be no impact in this regard.
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e) Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?

No Impact

Eight ornamental trees remain in the southernmost corner of the TMF site; trees and other landscape
vegetation along the northeast boundary of the site had been removed prior to the site visit. The City
of Commerce Municipal Code § 12.06.010 defines the word tree to include any plant or vegetation
that exceeds 18 inches in height (Municode, 2019). City management has restricted the types of trees
that can be planted and encourages the use of drought-tolerant plants to conserve water (§
19.19.220). Trees approved for planting are specified in the master street tree plan document. The
City of Commerce requires that at least one tree be planted for every three hundred linear feet of
landscaped area (§ 19.23.070).

Project landscaping would be in compliance with City of Commerce requirements for landscaping
and drought-tolerant plants. The existing trees onsite would be removed but none of the trees onsite
are special status trees and are not protected by City policies or ordinances. The project would not
conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, or any tree preservation
policy or ordinance. Therefore, the project would have no impact in this regard.

f) Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation
Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or
state habitat conservation plan?

No Impact

The project site is not located in a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) or Natural Communities
Conservation Plan (NCCP) (CDFW, 2019) or near any of the Open Space elements discussed in the
City of Commerce 2020 General Plan, Section 6.0 Resource Management Element (City of Commerce,
2008). Since the project site is not located within any HCPs or NCCPs and would not impact the any
designated or proposed HCPs or NCCPs, the project would not conflict with the provisions of an
adopted HCP, NCCP, or other approved local, regional, or state HCP and therefore, no impacts would
occur as a result of the project.

7072/ City of Commerce Municipal Bus Lines Transit Maintenance Facility Project Page 4.4-17
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration May 2021


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwigksfC3L_cAhVj7YMKHc3uCGUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.stargazerproductions.com/about-us.html&psig=AOvVaw05t_o8b7AWb3AThP9WLYXm&ust=1532796060093566

+* SECTION 4.5 — CULTURAL RESOURCES **

4.5 Cultural Resources

Information from the Phase I Cultural Resources Inventory for the City of Commerce Transit
Maintenance Facility (Commerce TMF) Project, City of Commerce, dated January 29, 2021 (see

Appendix C), prepared by UltraSystems (0’Neil, Doukakis, and Tang, 2021), has been included in this
section.

4.5.1 Impacts Associated with the Proposed Project
Less than
Potentially Significant Less than No
Would the project: Significant Impact with Significant
c. . Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in
the significance of a historical resource X
pursuant to § 15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in
the significance of an archaeological X
resource pursuant to § 15064.5?

c) Disturb any human remains, including
those interred outside of dedicated X
cemeteries?

4.5.2  Methodology

A cultural resources analysis was conducted for the Commerce TMF Project sites (the existing site,
temporary site, and permanent site) (Figure 4.5-1) that included a California Historic Resources
Inventory System (CHRIS) records and literature search at the Southern Central Coastal Information
Center (SCCIC) located at California State University, Fullerton. Additionally, a request was made to
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to conduct a search of its Sacred Lands File (SLF)
for potential traditional cultural properties as well as to provide a list of local Native American tribes
and tribal representatives to contact. Finally, a pedestrian survey of the project sites was completed.
The SCCIC records search was conducted on December 18, 2020 and updated January 6, 2021. The
NAHC request was made on November 13, 2020, and a reply was received on December 7, 2020;
letters were sent to the listed tribes on December 8, 2020. The SLF search request was updated
January 18, 2021. And updated letters were sent to the tribes on January 20, 2021. The pedestrian
field survey of the permanent and temporary sites was conducted November 22, 2020; a pedestrian
survey of the existing TMF site was conducted on January 24, 2021.
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4.5.3  Existing Conditions

Based on the cultural resources records search, it was determined that no historic cultural resources
have been previously recorded within the project site boundary. Within the 0.5-mile buffer zone, no
prehistoric archaeological or historic-era cultural resources have been recorded. Section 4.1 in
Appendix C of this document describes the cultural resources.

In the course of the pedestrian survey no prehistoric or historic resources were observed.

The Project sites are located in a fully urbanized area with commercial and industrial uses to the
west, north and east and railroad yards to the south; specifically, the BNSF Citcom Yard is to the
south, XPO Logistics to the west, Valley Plating Works and Extreme Logistics to the north and LK
Packaging and 32 Cold (cold storage facility) to the east.

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource pursuant to § 15064.5?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated

A historical resource is defined in § 15064.5(a)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines as any object, building,
structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript determined to be historically significant or
significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social,
political, military, or cultural annals of California. Historical resources are further defined as being
associated with significant events, important persons, or distinctive characteristics of a type, period
or method of construction; representing the work of an important creative individual; or possessing
high artistic values. Resources listed in or determined eligible for the California Register, included in
a local register, or identified as significant in a historic resource survey are also considered as
historical resources under CEQA.

Similarly, the National Register criteria (contained in 36 CFR 60.4) are used to evaluate resources
when complying with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). Specifically, the
National Register criteria state that eligible resources comprise districts, sites, buildings, structures,
and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, and that (a) are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history; or (b) that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our
past; or (c) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction,
or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or (d) that have yielded or may be likely to yield,
information important to history or prehistory.

A substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource as a result of a project or
development is considered a significant impact on the environment. Substantial adverse change is
defined as physical demolition, relocation, or alteration of a resource or its immediate surroundings
such that the significance of the historical resource would be materially impaired. Direct impacts are
those that cause substantial adverse physical change to a historic property. Indirect impacts are those
that cause substantial adverse change to the immediate surroundings of a historic property, such that
the significance of a historical resource would be materially impaired.

With the absence of any historic-era resources recorded at the SCCIC, and a negative finding of
historic-era resources during the pedestrian survey, there is a low potential for any impacts on
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historic resources that would be associated with the development of the project. However, the
possibility exists for uncovering previously undiscovered and unexpected historic archaeological
resources. Therefore, mitigation measure CUL-1 below is required.

Mitigation Measure

MM CUL-1 If there is an unexpected discovery of historic-era resources during project
subsurface construction activities, then a Secretary of the Interior qualified
archaeologist shall be afforded the necessary time and funds to recover, analyze, and
curate the find(s) with a local accredited repository. The archaeologist shall have
authority to stop ground disturbance within 30 feet of the find until the find has been
recovered. Construction activities may continue on other parts of the project site
while evaluation and treatment of historical or unique archaeological resources takes
place.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

With implementation of mitigation measure CUL-1 above, potential impacts related to historic
archaeological resources would be less than significant.

b) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to § 15064.5?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated

An archaeological resource is defined in § 15064.5(c) of the CEQA Guidelines as a site, area or place
determined to be historically significant as defined in § 15064(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, or as a
unique archaeological resource defined in § 21083.2 of the Public Resources Code as an artifact,
object, or site that contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions of
public interest or that has a special and particular quality such as being the oldest or best example of
its type, or that is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or historic
event or person. The level elevation of the three project sites relative to adjacent roads and the older
character of building construction in the neighborhood suggest that ground here has been
moderately disturbed, with the native surface soil remaining. The cultural resources investigation
conducted by UltraSystems, which included a CHRIS records search of the project sites and buffer
zone, a search of the SLF by the NAHC, and pedestrian field survey, leads to the conclusion that it is
unlikely that undisturbed unique archaeological resources exist on the project sites.

The cultural resources records search conducted at the SCCIC determined that there are no known
prehistoric cultural resource sites or isolates recorded within the 0.5-mile radius buffer zone of the
area of potential effect (APE) of the project boundary. The result of the pedestrian survey was
negative for prehistoric sites and isolates, and also negative results for historic sites and resources.

According to records at the SCCIC, no previous cultural resource surveys have included a portion of
the project area. Fourteen surveys have been conducted within the 0.5-mile radius project buffer but
not within the project APE (see Table 4.5-2 in Appendix C). As noted above, none of these surveys
recorded prehistoric or historic cultural resources within the project boundary.

A NAHC SLF search was conducted on and within a 0.5-mile buffer around the project sites. The NAHC
letter of December 7, 2020 indicated that no records documenting the presence of traditional cultural
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properties within this area exist. With the later addition of the existing TMF to the project scope in
mid-December, an updated request was sent to the NAHC on January 18, 2021; the Commission’s
reply of February 1, 2021 also showed a negative SLF search and a list of the seven tribal contacts as
before. Representatives of all the seven Native American tribes were contacted requesting a reply if
they have knowledge of cultural resources in the area that they wished to share, and asking if they
had any questions or concerns regarding the project. These tribes are:

e Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - e Gabrieleno-Tongva Tribe

Kizh Nation e (Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal
e Gabrielino/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Council

Mission Indians e Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians
e (Gabrielino/Tongva Nation e Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians

UEI prepared letters to each of the seven tribal contacts describing the project and a map showing
the project's location, requesting a reply if they have knowledge of cultural resources in the area, and
asked if they had any questions or concerns regarding the project (see Appendix C, Attachment C).
On December 8, 2020, Mr. O’Neil mailed letters with accompanying maps to all seven tribal contacts,
and also emailed identical letters and maps to each of the tribal contacts for which email addresses
were known (6), as well as sending facsimiles on December 8, 2020 to the four tribes with facsimile
capability. There were no replies from any of the seven tribal organizations within a thirty-day
period.

Following up on the initial letter and email contacts, telephone calls were conducted by
Archaeological Intern Katherine Gendron on January 8, 2021, to complete the outreach process
following the 30-day period when replies could be made. These calls were to the seven tribal contacts
who had not already responded to UEI mailing and email. Five of the telephone calls were placed with
no answer and so messages were left describing the project and requesting a response. These were
to Mr. Andrew Salas, Chairperson of the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation; Ms
Sandonne Goad, Chairperson of the Gabrielino/Tongva Nation; Mr. Robert Dorame, Chairperson of
the Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council, Mr. Charles Alvarez of the Gabrieleno-
Tongva Tribe, and Mr. Scott Cozart, Chairperson of the Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians. During the
call to Chairperson Anthony Morales of the Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians,
he stated that even though the [project] site has no prehistoric sites in the area, the land still holds
significance to the tribe; “Because the project area is close to the Los Angeles River, and wherever
there is water there are always living creatures and people; because people flock to water resources.
So even though there is not prehistoric record showing that still does not mean there is not any.”
Chairperson Morales recommended both an archaeological and a Native American monitor observe
construction excavations, and asked that his tribe be included in notifications of project progress.
During the call to Lovina Redner, Tribal Chair of the Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians., the tribal
administrator Vanessa Menot answered that the project area is not within the Santa Rosa Band of
Cahuilla Indians’ traditional territory and did not have any comments. (See Appendix C,
Attachment C.)

UEI prepared another set of outreach letters to the seven tribal contacts describing the updated
project sites and their locations with an updated map showing the project's location, requesting a
reply if they have knowledge of cultural resources in the area, and asked if they had any questions or
concerns regarding the project (see Appendix C, Attachment C). On January 20, 2021, Mr. O’'Neil
mailed letters with accompanying maps to all seven tribal contacts, and also emailed identical letters
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and maps to each of the tribal contacts for which email addresses were known, as well as sending
facsimiles on January 21, 2021 to the four tribes with facsimile capability.

The result of the pedestrian survey was negative for both prehistoric sites and isolates on the three
project sites. Based on the results of the records search, tribal consultation, and the onsite field
survey, it is unlikely that prehistoric cultural resources or tribal resources would be adversely
affected by construction of the project. However, grading activities associated with development of
the project permanent TMF site would cause new subsurface disturbance and could potentially result
in the unanticipated discovery of archaeological resources.

Mitigation Measure

MM CUL-2 If prehistorical and/or historical archaeological resources are discovered during
construction, the contractor shall halt construction activities in the immediate area
and notify the City of Commerce Transportation Department. A Secretary of the
Interior qualified archaeologist shall be notified and afforded the necessary time to
recover, analyze, and curate the find(s) at a local accredited repository. The qualified
archaeologist shall recommend the extent of archaeological monitoring necessary to
ensure the protection of any other resources that may be in the area and afforded the
necessary time and funds to recover, analyze, and curate the find(s). Construction
activities may continue in other parts of the disturbance area while evaluation and
treatment of historical or unique archaeological resources takes place.

Level of Significance After Mitigation

With implementation of mitigation measure CUL-2 above, potential impacts related to archaeological
resources would be less than significant.

c) Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of
dedicated cemeteries?

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated

As previously discussed in Section 4.5 b), the project would be built within a previously developed
urban landscape including existing commercial buildings and vacant lots. No human remains have
been previously identified or recorded onsite. It is unlikely that undisturbed unique archaeological
resources exist on the three project sites. The project proposes grading activities/ground
disturbance for the implementation of infrastructure that includes water, sewer and utility lines.
Grading, trenching and excavation activities associated with development of the temporary and
permanent project sites would cause new subsurface disturbance and could result in the
unanticipated discovery of unknown human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries. In the unlikely event of an unanticipated discovery, implementation of mitigation
measure CUL-3 and adherence to all applicable codes and regulations would ensure that impacts
related to the accidental discovery of human remains would be less than significant.

California Health and Safety Code § 7050.5 identifies procedures for the discovery of human remains.
CEQA § 15064.5 indicates the process for determining the significance of impacts on archaeological
and historical resources. California Public Resources Code § 5097.98 stipulates the notification
process during the discovery of Native American human remains, descendants, disposition of human
remains, and associated artifacts.
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Mitigation Measure

MM CUL-3:

If human remains are encountered during excavations associated with this project,
all work shall stop within a 30-foot radius of the discovery and the Los Angeles County
Coroner will be notified (§ 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code). The Coroner will
determine whether the remains are recent human origin or older Native American
ancestry. If the coroner, with the aid of the supervising archaeologist, determines that
the remains are prehistoric, they will contact the NAHC. The NAHC will be responsible
for designating the Most Likely Descendant (MLD). The MLD (either an individual or
sometimes a committee) will be responsible for the ultimate disposition of the
remains, as required by § 7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code. The MLD
will make recommendations within 24 hours of their notification by the NAHC. These
recommendations may include scientific removal and nondestructive analysis of
human remains and items associated with Native American burials (§ 7050.5 of the
Health and Safety Code).

Level of Significance After Mitigation

With implementation of mitigation measure CUL-3 above, potential impacts related to human
remains would be less than significant.

7072/ City of Commerce Municipal Bus Lines Transit Maintenance Facility Project Page 4.5-7
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration May 2021


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwigksfC3L_cAhVj7YMKHc3uCGUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.stargazerproductions.com/about-us.html&psig=AOvVaw05t_o8b7AWb3AThP9WLYXm&ust=1532796060093566

«* SECTION 4.6 - ENERGY %

4.6 Energy
Less than
Potentially Significant Less than No
Would the project: Significant Impact with Significant
cie . Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Result in potentially significant
environmental impact due to wasteful,
inefficient, or unnecessary consumption X
of energy resources, during project
construction or operation?
b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local
plan for renewable energy or energy X
efficiency?
a) Would the project result in potentially significant environmental impact due to

wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during
project construction or operation?

and

b) Would the project conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy
or energy efficiency?

Less than Significant Impact

Both construction and operation of the project would lead to the consumption of limited, slowly
renewable, and non-renewable resources, committing such resources to uses that future generations
would be unable to reverse. The new development would require the commitment of resources that
include: (1) building materials and fuel for project construction; (2) fuel and other energy resources
for project operation; and (3) consumption of materials used in motor vehicle maintenance.

During project construction, energy would be consumed in the form of electricity associated with the
conveyance of water used for dust control and, on a limited basis, powering lights, electronic
equipment, or other construction activities necessitating electrical power. Construction activities,
such as demolition, grading, building new structures and paving, typically do not consume natural
gas. Project construction would consume energy in the form of petroleum-based fuels associated
with the use of offroad construction vehicles and equipment on the project site, construction worker
travel to and from the project site, and the delivery of materials and hauling solid waste from the
project site.

During project operation, energy would be consumed at the facility for multiple purposes, including
bus and other motor vehicle maintenance activities, heating, air conditioning, appliances, and use of
electronics. Energy would also be consumed during project operations related to water usage, solid
waste disposal, and vehicle trips. As discussed in Section 4.3.6 and elsewhere, onroad energy use by
buses, vans and other City-owned vehicles was not included; expansion of their onroad activities is
not part of the “project” analyzed here.
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The analysis also excluded operation of the temporary TMF. A preliminary analysis of the temporary
TMF indicated that its vehicle miles traveled (VMT) would be less than those from the permanent
TMF and its per-employee natural gas and electricity use would be slightly higher. However, the
temporary facility will operate for only a few years, while the permanent facility could be in use for
decades. Because the significance criteria emphasize consideration of long-term consequences of the
project’s energy resource consumption, the impacts of the permanent facility deserve a higher
consideration.

Energy use for facility operations was estimated with the CalEEMod program, which is discussed in
Section 4.3.6 and elsewhere in this document. Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) values were calculated
from City projections of TMF employee numbers and were used as a surrogate for energy from
consumption of transportation fuels. While a variety of factors govern the relationship between VMT
and fuel energy, in general an increase in VMT results in an increase in motor vehicle energy use.

Table 4.6-1 shows the results of this analysis. Natural gas use and electricity consumption would
decrease, presumably because the project would comply with all applicable regulations and codes,
such as the California Code of Regulations Title 24 Part 6: California’s Energy Efficiency Standards for
Residential and Nonresidential Buildings and Title 24 Part 11: California Green Building Standards
Code (CalGreen Code). Both of these require achievement of various levels of energy efficiency in
building construction, design and operation. VMT would increase, primarily because the number of
employees commuting to work would increase.

Estimated energy use per employee at the existing and permanent TMFs is shown in Table 4.6-2.
VMT, being proportional to the number of employees, would not change. Natural gas and electricity
use per employee both decrease by about 29%. This indicates more efficient energy use.

In any event, the project will consume energy, including that from irreplaceable fossil fuels, for a
public benefit: increased public transportation services. This energy consumption would not be
“wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary.” Under significance criterion a), impacts would be less than
significant.

Regulations and codes described above limit the amount of energy consumed by new development.
Nevertheless, the consumption of such resources would represent a long-term commitment of those
resources. The commitment of resources required for the construction and operation of the project
would limit the availability of such resources for future generations or for other uses during the life
of the project. However, continued use of such resources is consistent with the anticipated growth
within the City of Commerce and would not result in energy consumption requiring a significant
increase in energy production. Furthermore, the project is consistent with the City of Commerce
General Plan in that it would enable expansion of the city’s public transit services and, by keeping
motor vehicles well-maintained, reduce energy use (City of Commerce, 2009, p. 173). Finally, as
noted above the project would result in more efficient use of natural gas and electricity. Therefore,
the project would not conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy
efficiency. Under significance criterion b), impacts would be less than significant.
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Table 4.6-1
ESTIMATED PROJECT OPERATIONAL ENERGY USE
Energy . — Permanent Percent
Type Units Existing TMF Change Change
Onroad Vehicle
Motor Miles
Vehicle Traveled 124,357 161,790 37,433 30.0
Travel per Year
Natural 1,000
Gas Use BTU per 569,943 524,799 (45,144) (7.9)
year
Electricity | Kilowatt-
Use hours 230,431 212,179 (18,252) (7.9)
per year
Table 4.6-2
ESTIMATED PER-EMPLOYEE OPERATIONAL ENERGY USE
Existing | Permanent
E,;,l ergey Units (Per TMF (Per (;:l::nig:(::)r l:;ﬁ:;fn:
yp Employee) | Employee) ploy g
Onroad Vehicle
Motor Miles a a
Vehicle Traveled 2,487 2,489 2 0.08
Travel per Year
Natural 1,000
Gas Use BTU per 11,399 8,074 (3,325) (29.2)
year
Electricity | Kilowatt-
Use hours 4,609 3,264 (1,345) (29.2)
per year

aThese values are actually zero; discrepancies are due to differential rounding by
CalEEMod in different model runs.
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4.7 Geology and Soils

Less than
Potentially Significant Less than No
Would the project: Significant Impact with Significant
s . Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential
substantial adverse effects, including
the risk of loss, injury, or death
involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake
fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or X
based on other substantial
evidence of a known fault? Refer to
Division of Mines and Geology
Special Publication 42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? X

iif) Seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction?

iv) Landslides? X

b) Resultin substantial soil erosion or the

loss of topsoil? X
c) Belocated on a geologic unit or soil

that is unstable, or that would become

unstable as a result of the project, and X

potentially result in on- or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

d) Belocated on expansive soil, as defined
in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform
Building Code (1994), creating X
substantial direct or indirect risks to
life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately
supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative waste water disposal
systems where sewers are not
available for the disposal of waste
water?

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or X
unique geologic feature?

The information in this Section is based on the Geotechnical Investigation Report, Commerce
Municipal Bus Lines Transit Maintenance Facility, 5926 Sheila Street, Commerce, California
completed by Nova Services, Inc. on January 4, 2021; a complete copy of this Report is included as
Appendix D to this Initial Study.
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a) Would the project directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects,
including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area
or based on other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology Special Publication 42.

No Impact

The Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act (California Public Resources Code Sections 2621 et
seq.) requires the state geologist to delineate earthquake fault zones along faults that are “sufficiently
active” and “well defined.” The act requires that cities and counties withhold development permits
for sites in an earthquake fault zone until geologic investigations demonstrate that the sites are not
threatened by surface displacements from future faulting. Pursuant to this act, structures for human
occupancy are not allowed within 50 feet of the trace of an active fault. Active faults are those showing
surface expression of displacement within about the last 11,700 years.

No active faults or Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones are in or next to either the temporary or
permanent project sites. The nearest active fault to the project sites mapped by the California
Geological Survey is the East Montebello Fault approximately 5.4 miles to the northeast.l* The
nearest Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone to the project sites is along the East Montebello Fault,
also approximately 5.4 miles to the northeast (CGS, 2020). Project development would not cause
hazards arising from surface rupture of a known active fault, and no impact would occur. No
mitigation is needed.

ii)  Strong seismic ground shaking?
Less than Significant Impact

The project sites are in a seismically active region, and strong ground shaking is likely to occur on the
sites during the design lifetime of the permanent TMF. Figure 4.7-1 shows regionally active faults in
the project area. Figure 4.7-2 shows the location of Alquist Priolo fault zones in relation to the
proposed project location. The estimated peak ground acceleration at the two TMF sites is 0.87g,
where g is the acceleration of gravity. Ground acceleration of 0.87g correlates with intensity IX on
the Modified Mercalli Intensity (MMI) Scale (Wald et. al., 1999), a subjective scale of how earthquakes
are felt by people and the effects of earthquakes on buildings. The MMI Scale is a 12-point scale where
Intensity I earthquakes are generally not felt by people; in Intensity XII earthquakes damage is total,
and objects are thrown into the air. In an intensity IX earthquake, damage is considerable in specially
designed structures, and well-designed frame structures are thrown out of plumb. Damage is great
in substantial buildings, with partial collapse; and buildings are shifted off foundations (USGS, 2020).

14 The geotechnical investigation report identifies a second active fault, the Santa Fe Springs Section of the Puente Hills
Blind Thrust Fault System, located approximately 6.2 miles south of the site. However, blind thrust faults are not
expressed at the earth’s surface and thus are not relevant to surface rupture of a fault.
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