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Barry Miller, Consulting Project Manager
City of Rohnert Park

6750 Commerce Boulevard

Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Re: Rohnert Park 2040 General Plan — Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR)
Dear Barry Miller:

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
environmental review process for the Rohnert Park 2040 General Plan. The Local
Development Review (LDR) Program reviews land use projects and plans to ensure
consistency with our mission and state planning priorities. The following comments are
based on our review of the November 2025 DEIR.

Please note this correspondence does not indicate an official position or approval by
Caltrans on this project and is for informational purposes only.

Project Understanding

The proposed General Plan serves several purposes: Provide the public opportunities
for meaningful participation in the planning and decision-making process; Provide a
description of current conditions within the city and trends influencing the future of the
city; Identify planning issues, opportunities, and challenges that should be addressed
in the 2040 General Plan; Explore land use and policy alternatives; Ensure that the
General Plan is current, internally consistent, and easy to use; Provide guidance in the
planning and evaluation of future land and resource decisions; and Provide a vision
and framework for the future growth of Rohnert Park.

Travel Demand Analysis

With the enactment of Senate Bill (SB) 743, Caltrans is focused on maximizing efficient
development patterns, innovative tfravel demand reduction strategies, and
multimodal improvements. For more information on how Caltrans assesses Vehicle
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Miles Traveled (VMT) analysis for land use projects, please review Caltrans’
Transportation Impact Study Guide (link).

The project VMT analysis and significance determination are undertaken in a manner
consistent with the Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation’s (LCI) Technical
Advisory. Per the DEIR, this project is found to have a significant and unavoidable VMT
impact. Caltrans acknowledges that the General Plan has identified Policy C-3.1,
Policy C-3.2 and Policy C-3.3 to help mitigate future developments’ potential VMT
impact. We commend the City for working with Sonoma County Transportation
Authority (SCTA) to explore developing a VMT mitigation bank alternative which would
help further reduce VMT.

Please consider including additional measures to further mitigate this impact:

Accelerate implementation of “Complete Streets” upgrades on maijor corridors
and Highway 101 interchanges, in coordination with Caltrans.

Expand and connect Class | and Il bikeways and improve pedestrian crossings,
especially for first/last mile access to SMART stations and bus stops.

- Support and expedite the planned State Farm Drive overcrossing and additional
SMART station west of Highway 101.

- Enhance transit service frequency, reliability, and integration with active
transportation.

- Prioritize transit-oriented development and infill and reduce parking minimums
near transit.

- Section 4.14-36, Implementation Program C-E: Transportation Demand
Management Program should also include the implementation of transit priority
roadway treatments and improved transit access on the 101 as strategies within
the TDM program. These strategies can enhance transit reliability and help
achieve VMT reduction goals. Please refer to the Caltrans Local Development
Review TDM Toolbox and the Caltrans Bay Area Transit Plan for additional
strategies and best practices to reduce VMT through supporting transit priority
and access improvements, including parking management and employer-
based trip reduction programs.

- Project mitigation efforts, goals, policies, and Table 4.14-1 Project Consistency
Directives with Caltrans Directives should also align with and incorporate
Caltrans Directors Policy-040 Transit and the Caltrans Bay Area Transit Plan and
Transit Needs Assessment.

These strategies are consistent with Caltrans, SCTA, and regional plans, and can help
reduce VMT, support mode shift, and improve fransportation equity. The City should
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work with Caltrans and regional partners to implement and fund these measures as
part of General Plan implementation and project review.

Multimodal Transportation Planning

Please review and include reference to the Caltrans District 4 Pedestrian Plan (2021)
and the Caltrans District 4 Bike Plan (2018) in the DEIR. These two plans studied existing
conditions for walking and biking along and across the State Transportation Network
(STN) in the nine-county Bay Area and developed a list of location-based and
prioritized needs.

Please note that any Complete Streets reference should be updated to reflect
Caltrans Director’s Policy 37 (link) that highlights the importance of addressing the
needs of non-motorists and prioritizing space-efficient forms of mobility, while also
facilitating goods movement in a manner with the least environmental and social
impacts. This supersedes Deputy Directive 64-R1, and further builds upon its goals of
focusing on the movement of people and goods.

All goals, policies, and mitigation efforts involving transit within the EIR should be
represented in the Transportation and Traffic Section.

Thank you again for including Caltrans in the environmental review process. Should
you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Melissa Hernandez,
Associate Transportation Planner via LDR-D4@dot.ca.gov. For future early coordination
opportunities or project referrals, please visit Caltrans LDR website (link) or contact LDR-
D4@dot.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

oo

YUNSHENG LUO
Branch Chief, Local Development Review
Office of Regional and Community Planning

c: State Clearinghouse
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