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Jeffrey Beiswenger, Planning Manager 
City of Rohnert Park: Development Services Department 
130 Avram Avenue 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 

Re: Rohnert Park 2040 General Plan Update Notice of Preparation (NOP) 

Dear Jeffrey Beiswenger: 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in 
the environmental review process for the Rohnert Park 2040 General Plan 
update.  We are committed to ensuring that impacts to the State’s multimodal 
transportation system and to our natural environment are identified and 
mitigated to support a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation 
system.  The following comments are based on our review of the February 2021 
NOP. 

Project Understanding 
The City of Rohnert Park (Lead Agency) has issued an NOP to update the 
Rohnert Park 2040 General Plan. The 2040 General Plan update will provide the 
context to effectively plan and manage Rohnert Park based on an updated set 
of goals, policies, and implementation programs that reflect the values and 
aspirations for the future expressed by the community. US-101 is within the 
General Plan limits. 

Travel Demand Analysis 
With the enactment of Senate Bill (SB) 743, Caltrans is focused on maximizing 
efficient development patterns, innovative travel demand reduction strategies, 
and multimodal improvements. For more information on how Caltrans assesses 
Transportation Impact Studies, please review Caltrans’ Transportation Impact 
Study Guide. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/transportation-planning/documents/sb-743/2020-05-20-approved-vmt-focused-tisg-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/transportation-planning/documents/sb-743/2020-05-20-approved-vmt-focused-tisg-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/transportation-planning/documents/sb-743/2020-05-20-approved-vmt-focused-tisg-a11y.pdf
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The NOP should include a discussion on ways to reduce VMT and greenhouse 
gas emissions from future development within this area. The measures listed 
below have been quantified by California Air Pollution Control Officers 
Association (CAPCOA) and shown to have different efficiencies reducing 
regional VMT  

● Project design to encourage mode shift like walking, bicycling and transit 
access; 

● Transit and trip planning resources such as a commute information kiosk; 
● Real-time transit information systems; 
● Transit access supporting infrastructure (including bus shelter improvements 

and sidewalk/ crosswalk safety facilities); 
● New development vehicle parking reductions; 
● Implementation of a neighborhood electric vehicle (EV) network, including 

designated parking spaces for EVs; 
● Designated parking spaces for a car share program; 
● Unbundled parking; 
● Wayfinding and bicycle route mapping resources; 
● Participation/Formation in/of a Transportation Management Association 

(TMA) in partnership with other developments in the area; 
● Aggressive trip reduction targets with Lead Agency monitoring and 

enforcement; 
● VMT Banking and/or Exchange program; 
● Area or cordon pricing. 

 
Using a combination of strategies appropriate to projects within this area can 
reduce VMT, along with related impacts on the environment and State facilities.  

Utilities 
Any utilities that are proposed, moved or modified within Caltrans’ Right-of-Way 
(ROW) shall be discussed. If utilities are impacted by the project, provide site 
plans that show the location of existing and/or proposed utilities. These 
modifications require a Caltrans-issued encroachment permit. 

Lead Agency 
As the Lead Agency, the City of Rohnert Park is responsible for all project 
mitigation, including any needed improvements to US-101. The project’s fair 
share contribution, financing, scheduling, implementation responsibilities and 
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lead agency monitoring should be fully discussed for all proposed mitigation 
measures.  

Encroachment Permit 
Please be advised that any permanent work or temporary traffic control that 
encroaches onto the ROW requires a Caltrans-issued encroachment permit. If 
any Caltrans facilities are impacted by the project, those facilities must meet 
American Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards after project completion. As part of 
the encroachment permit submittal process, you may be asked by the Office of 
Encroachment Permits to submit a completed encroachment permit 
application package, digital set of plans clearly delineating the State ROW, 
digital copy of signed, dated and stamped (include stamp expiration date) 
traffic control plans, this comment letter, your response to the comment letter, 
and where applicable, the following items: new or amended Maintenance 
Agreement (MA), approved Design Standard Decision Document (DSDD), 
approved encroachment exception request, and/or airspace lease agreement.  
Your application package may be emailed to D4Permits@dot.ca.gov. 

To download the permit application and to obtain more information on all 
required documentation, visit https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-
operations/ep/applications. 

Thank you again for including Caltrans in the environmental review process. 
Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Mark Leong 
at mark.leong@dot.ca.gov. Additionally, for future notifications and requests for 
review of new projects, please contact LDIGR-D4@dot.ca.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
MARK LEONG 
District Branch Chief 
Local Development - Intergovernmental Review 

c:  State Clearinghouse 
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