
 
Authority cited:  Sections 21083, Public Resources Code. 
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 

 

To:   From:  
 Office of Planning and Research Contra Costa County  

 For U.S. Mail: Street Address: Dept. of Conservation and Development 
 P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113 30 Muir Road 
 Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814 Martinez, CA 94553 
   (925) 655-2705 
 

 County Clerk 
 County of:  Contra Costa 
 555 Escobar Street 
 Martinez, CA 94553 
 

Project Lead Agency: Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development, 
30 Muir Rd., Martinez, CA 94553 Phone: 925-655-2705 

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): 2021020227 
Project Title: Development Plan for Atria Park of Lafayette Bridge & Culvert Retrofit, County File 

#CDDP20-03005 
Project Applicant: Rich Francis, c/o The Olympus Group, Inc., 8850 Greenback Ln., Suite C, 

Orangevale, CA 95662 
Project Location: 1545 Pleasant Hill Road in the unincorporated Lafayette area; APN 169-090-002 
Lead Agency Contact: Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development,  

Syd Sotoodeh, (925) 655-2877, syd.sotoodeh@dcd.cccounty.us 
Responsible Agency Contact (if applicable):  
Project Description: The applicant is requesting approval of a Development Plan modification of County 

File #CDDP88-03007 to allow construction of a retrofit of two existing retaining walls that form 
a bridge supporting the primary driveway to a congregate care facility currently operated as 
the Atria Park of Lafayette assisted living facility, and repairs to an existing culvert within the 
bridge structure on the subject property. 
The project consists of the following elements: 
1. Injection of a “Uretek” polymer into the soils under the culvert footings, along the base of 
both retaining walls, and from the road surface extending approximately 30 feet into the 
existing engineered walls; 
2. Bridge: 

• Excavation and grading (approximately 50 cubic yards, cut) at the base of the walls to 
set pads for scaffolding; 

• Installation of soil nails and tie rods throughout the surface and underlying soils of both 
retaining walls; 

• Application of shotcrete to cover the tie rods and soil nails; and, 
• Replacement of the existing roadway surface; 

3. Culvert: 
• Excavation and grading (approximately 450 cubic yards, cut) within the culvert; 
• Construction of new footings,  
• Construction of a concrete apron the length of the culvert; 
• Placement of native gravels within the culvert to match the creek flowline; and, 
• Placement of up to 12 inches of rip rap upstream and downstream of the culvert for 

erosion control. 
The applicant estimates that the bridge will need to be closed to non-construction traffic for 
approximately 6 months due to crane and concrete pump equipment on the roadway during 
retrofitting work and repaving of the roadway. Thus, the project seeks approval to allow facility 
traffic to be detoured via Diablo View Road to an existing, gated, secondary driveway during 
construction activities on the bridge.  
Approximately 8,095 square feet of the approximately 16,945-square-foot project area is 
located within a restricted development area (Grant Deed of Development Rights, 
13693OR414, recorded June 8, 1987), therefore, the applicant seeks approval of the County 
to perform work within the restricted development area. (On December 11, 2024, the County 
Board of Supervisor’s granted approval to perform the work within the restricted development 
area.) 
The applicant also requests approval of a tree permit to allow removal of up to ten (10) code-
protected trees (two coast live oak and one valley oak, three coast redwood, one walnut, two 
blue gum eucalyptus, and one deodar cedar) due to grading and construction activities or poor 
health and condition, and to allow work within the driplines of approximately seven (7) code-
protected trees (three coast live oak, two blue gum eucalyptus, one white alder, and one salix) 
for required grading and construction activities. 



 
Authority cited:  Sections 21083, Public Resources Code. 
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. 

The retrofitted retaining walls will allow the driveway continued to be used for safe access to 
the facility and the repaired and retrofitted culvert bed will prevent further erosion of the existing 
culvert walls and scouring of the culvert apron. No changes to the buildings or congregate care 
use of the facility are proposed. 

This is to advise that the County Zoning Administrator (ZA) (  Lead Agency or  Responsible Agency) 
has approved the above-described project on October 25, 2024 and has made the following 
determinations: 
1. The project [  will   will not] have a significant effect on the environment. 
2.  An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

 A Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 
3. Mitigation measures [  were   were not] made a condition of the approval of the project. 
4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [  was   was not] adopted for this project. 
5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [  was   was not] adopted for this project. 
6. Findings [  were   were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

 Notice of Determination sent to Office of Planning and Research. 
This is to certify that the final Environmental Impact Report with comments and responses and record of 
project approval, or the Negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at: 
Contra Costa County Department of Conservation & Development, 30 Muir Road, Martinez, CA 94553 

Signature: _______________________ Title: ________________________ 
Print Name: _______________________ Date: ________________________ 

Date Received for filing at OPR:  ________________________ 
AFFIDAVIT OF FILING AND POSTING 

 
I declare that on ____________________________________________ I received and posted this notice as required by 
California Public Resources Code Section 21152(c).  Said notice will remain posted for 30 days from the filing date.  
 
Signature: _______________________________ Title: _______________________________ 

 
  Department of Fish and Wildlife Fees Due: 
   
Applicant's Name:  Rich Francis 

c/o The Olympus Group 
 EIR - $4,051.25 Total Due: $ 

 x Neg. Dec. - $2,916.75 Total Paid: $ 
Address: 8850 Greenback Ln., Suite C x County Clerk - $50.00 Receipt #  
 Orangevale, CA 95662 x DCD - $25.00   
Phone: 916-396-6228     

 

Syd Sotoodeh    Dec. 30, 2024

Senior Planner




