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You don't often get email from marcelinofr62@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: Wells, Maryn
To: Meaghan Truman
Subject: FW: Bloomington Business Park Plan
Date: Friday, December 13, 2024 8:19:02 AM
Attachments: image001.png

[NON-EPD]
Hi Meaghan,
 
Comment from Marcelino Flores below.
 
Thank you,
 
Maryn Wells
Senior Planner
Land Use Services Department
Phone: 909-387-4738
Fax: 909-387-3223
385 N. Arrowhead Ave.
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0187

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 

County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.

 

 
From: Marcelino Flores <marcelinofr62@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 5:49 PM
To: Wells, Maryn <Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Bloomington Business Park Plan

 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click

links or open attachments unless you can confirm the sender and know the
content is safe.

   

To Whom It May Concern,

I 



I am a resident of Bloomington, California, residing at 18285 11th Street. I am writing to
express my deep concern and disagreement with the ongoing developments in our community.
When we first arrived, this area was a peaceful, beautiful place where the air was clean and
our quality of life was much better. Unfortunately, the current changes have disrupted this
peace, affecting both our health and well-being.

The construction of warehouses and the ongoing deconstruction of roads and bridges have
brought severe consequences to our neighborhood. The air quality has significantly
deteriorated, contributing to health problems, while the increased traffic has made daily life
more difficult. What once felt like a safe and tranquil environment now seems like a series of
burdens placed on the residents of Bloomington.

In addition, there are several ongoing issues that need urgent attention. In many areas of our
community, streetlights remain out for days at a time, creating unsafe conditions. The cost of
living is rising sharply, and the traffic congestion, particularly between 1 PM and 6 PM, makes
it nearly impossible to commute to work without significant delays. It is beginning to feel as
though these developments are part of a deliberate plan that disregards the needs and well-
being of local residents.

We respectfully request that you not only create sidewalks on the side of the street where the
warehouses are being built but also on the opposite side to ensure safe passage for pedestrians.
Furthermore, our community urgently needs local resources such as community centers for
youth, grocery stores, and other essential services that can provide for the growing population
on our side of town.

We hope you will consider these concerns seriously and take action to improve the situation
for the residents of Bloomington.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
Marcelino Flores
Resident of Bloomington, CA



I 

I • 

one r :---------....----:--------r-----

I 

:---------....----:--------r-----



You don't often get email from bloomoraz@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: Wells, Maryn
To: Meaghan Truman
Subject: FW: Bloomington Businesspark Specific Project
Date: Monday, December 9, 2024 12:55:50 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[NON-EPD]
Hi Meaghan,
 
Below is a duplicate comment from Gabriela Suarez/Maria Morales.
 
Thank you,
 
Maryn Wells
Senior Planner
Land Use Services Department
Phone: 909-387-4738
Fax: 909-387-3223
385 N. Arrowhead Ave.
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0187

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 

County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.

 

 
From: gabriela suarez <bloomoraz@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, December 8, 2024 5:43 PM
To: Wells, Maryn <Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Bloomington Businesspark Specific Project

 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click

links or open attachments unless you can confirm the sender and know the
content is safe.

   
 
 

I 



 
Dear Mary Wells and Howard Associates,

My name is Maria Morales, I live in 18516 8th St. Bloomington Ca. 92315, and I am one of the
concerned neighbors that wishes to have their voice heard. I work as a truck diver. Which
places me in the forefront of many of the problems that are related to the warehouse
developments. 
The project that you are proposing affects me negatively. An example of these consequences is
the fact that ever since the warehouses have been built in Bloomington, I have experienced a
significant increase in the difficulty I have breathing. Originally, Bloomington was full of trees
and open spaces. The increase in warehouses has lead to an increase in contaminating heavy
operated vehicles. This has caused me to develop a sinus problem. I have difficulty breathing
because I feel a dry nose. This has only occurred since the increase of trailers.
The increase in constructions and developments of warehouses has created a large amount of
dust storms generated from the constructions sites. My youngest son has had multiple cases
of a bloody nose along with my husband that I believe has been causes by these dust storms
and the inhaling of the dust. I have also experienced these symptoms. Additionally, I have had
more headaches. An increase in dry eye due to the dust from these construction sites. Not to
mention the increase of coughs. It's not from colds or sickness, but from the air we breathe. 
About 4 to 5 years ago, the construction of warehouses began. My child was still in
Bloomington schools during this time, and the warehouses near the schools causes an
increase in the breathing problems I previously mentioned. One of the mains reasons I can see
for this correlation is the development of the Amazon warehouse that is less than 1000ft close
to the school. There are already more projects that are coming into fruition that are also
extremely close to the school. 
One time I had to take my son to the hospital because he was bleeding from his nose. He had
had a dry throat and eyes for two weeks. The dust from the construction is what I believe
caused this. In fact, I left to Kentucky for a few weeks after this incident and my son was able to
recuperate and heal. The only factor that changed was the proximity to warehouses. I have
noticed when my son used to play outside, his symptoms would increase as if it was an allergy.
He now only stays inside for fear of this increasing symptoms. My husband also developed
these symptoms and sicknesses when the warehouses became more common.
There are way too many warehouses in the space that is Bloomington. There is too much
related forklift noises and truck sounds that keep me up at night. We feel the location of these
warehouses is unfair to our community. Why is it that this location has been chosen over
others? I feel targeted and discriminated with so many warehouses being around me. I'm
anxious with the amount of traffic that is caused by the increased traffic due to the amount of
trucks in the area. 
An alternative proposal for this space is to have a community center for the youth. Or high



density housing, since the rezoning is already occurring. Even a new grocery store so we dont
have to drive so far. Our local store burned down a few years ago and was never replaced. Even
a new park would be suitable for the children.
I am a mother, a worker, and the traffic causes me to be stuck, sometimes up to two hours,
simply trying to get home. Please consider the fact that Bloomington is a space that often has
power outages, and this will only I increase with the power required by the warehouses. I am
concerned that the electric grid that is in place for Bloomington is too outdated to hold up all
the warehouses that will be here. As proof of this, you can see the amount of blackouts that are
frequently occurring. 
This project and the traffic that will come, the possible outages, and the increasing air pollution
give me anxiety for what is to come for Bloomington. This area is already in the 5% worse air
quality in the country. Additional warehouses on top of the exciting ones will only augment this
statistic. 
Please consider the efforts I have made to communicate with you. As a mother, a resident and
a concerned citizen. You must also consider what you would do if you lived in Bloomington too.

Best,

Maria Morales
Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device

 



Nombre: Maria Peña

Dirección: 18772 9th. St. Bloomington, CA. 92316

Correo Electrónico:

Mi nombre es Maria Peña. Soy madre de cuatro hijos, trabajadora de la construcción, y
propietaria de una casa. He vivido en Bloomington durante 23 años, y esta comunidad siempre
ha sido mi hogar. He trabajado arduamente para criar a mis hijos aquí, con la esperanza de que
pudieran crecer en un ambiente seguro y saludable. Pero recientemente, el cambio ha llegado
a Bloomington tan rápidamente, y me asusta. Estoy preocupada por lo que va a llegar para
todos nosotros en el futuro.

Se está construyendo una nueva bodega cerca de mi casa, y con tantas bodegas existentes en
Bloomington, ya estamos lidiando con un flujo constante de camiones. Esta nueva bodega
traerá aún más camiones, lo que aumentará el tráfico y los accidentes, poniendo en riesgo a
toda la comunidad. La congestión del tráfico ya es un problema importante, y el Informe de
Impacto Ambiental (EIA) debe comparar claramente la situación actual del tráfico con el
aumento esperado por este nuevo parque industrial. La calidad del aire está empeorando, y me
preocupa no solo por mis propios hijos, sino por todos los niños en nuestra comunidad: los que
caminan a la escuela, juegan afuera y respiran el mismo aire. Con aún más camiones en las
calles, los accidentes serán más frecuentes, haciendo las calles aún más peligrosas para
todos, especialmente para nuestros hijos.

Pero no se trata solo de los camiones y el tráfico; también se trata del futuro de toda nuestra
comunidad. La contaminación de estas bodegas—los gases de los camiones, el polvo de la
construcción y el ruido constante—es peligrosa para todos, especialmente para los niños
pequeños. Las personas en vecindarios como el mío, donde muchos de nosotros no hablamos
bien el inglés o no tenemos los recursos para defendernos, a menudo soportan las peores
consecuencias de estos problemas. Parece que nadie escucha nuestras preocupaciones, como
si nuestra salud y seguridad no importaran. El enfoque siempre está en el beneficio económico,
no en proteger el bienestar de personas como nosotros. Nos dejan lidiar con las
consecuencias, y eso es profundamente frustrante e injusto.

Ya es difícil encontrar buenos trabajos aquí, y ahora enfrentaremos aún más camiones, más
ruido y más contaminación. Los desarrolladores de la bodega dicen que proporcionarán
empleos para la gente local, pero esos trabajos son mal remunerados, no ofrecen un salario
digno, y no tienen oportunidad de crecimiento. Además, sabemos que en unos años esos
trabajos serán automatizados, por lo que incluso esas oportunidades desaparecerán. Esos
empleos no sirven para mantener a una familia ni para mejorar nuestra comunidad. Me
pregunto qué pasará con los pequeños negocios en nuestra área que ya están luchando.
¿Serán desplazados también? ¿Qué pasará con las familias que dependen de esos negocios?
La bodega no es solo un edificio para mí; es un símbolo de cómo las comunidades como la



nuestra son ignoradas, dejadas de lado y tratadas como desechables. Siento que somos
invisibles, y esa es una realidad dolorosa.

Cada día, hago todo lo posible por proteger a mis hijos y darles todo lo que necesitan para
tener éxito. Pero ¿cómo puedo mantenerlos a salvo cuando el lugar en el que vivimos está
siendo cambiado de manera que pone a todos en riesgo? El aire empeora, las calles se
vuelven más peligrosas y no sé qué hacer. Pero no dejaré de luchar por mis hijos, mis vecinos
y esta comunidad.

Después de que se publique el borrador del Informe de Impacto Ambiental, todos los miembros
de la comunidad, incluyéndome a mí, queremos tener la oportunidad de reunirnos en persona
para expresar nuestras preocupaciones. Merecemos ser escuchados y debemos tener la
oportunidad de hablar sobre cómo estas decisiones nos afectarán. Todos merecemos algo
mejor. Merecemos vivir en un lugar donde podamos respirar con tranquilidad, donde nuestros
hijos puedan caminar a la escuela sin miedo y donde nuestras vidas no se sacrifiquen por el
beneficio de otros.



From: Wells, Maryn
To: Meaghan Truman
Subject: FW: Bloomington Business Park Project Comments
Date: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 8:54:10 AM
Attachments: image001.png

[NON-EPD]
Good morning Meaghan,
 
Please see below a public comment from Mary Rios.
 
Thank you,
 
Maryn Wells
Senior Planner
Land Use Services Department
Phone: 909-387-4738
Fax: 909-387-3223
385 N. Arrowhead Ave.
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0187

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 

County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to immediately destroy it and notify the sender.

 

 
From: Mary Ríos <chuybastida9@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2024 5:37 PM
To: Wells, Maryn <Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Bloomington Business Park Project Comments

 
[You don't often get email from chuybastida9@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you can confirm the sender and know the content is safe.
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You don't often get email from mateoambriz@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: Wells, Maryn
To: Meaghan Truman
Subject: FW: Opposition to the Bloomington Business Park Project
Date: Thursday, December 12, 2024 3:32:04 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[NON-EPD]
Hi Meaghan,

Comment from Mateo Ambriz below.
 
Thank you,
 
Maryn Wells
Senior Planner
Land Use Services Department
Phone: 909-387-4738
Fax: 909-387-3223
385 N. Arrowhead Ave.
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0187

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 

County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.

 

 
From: Mateo Ambriz <mateoambriz@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 2:10 PM
To: Wells, Maryn <Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Opposition to the Bloomington Business Park Project

 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click

links or open attachments unless you can confirm the sender and know the
content is safe.

   

Dear Maryn Wells,

I 



I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed Bloomington Business Park
project. As a lifelong resident of San Bernardino County who lives in Ontario and attends
school in Redlands, I am deeply concerned about the detrimental impacts this development
would have on our community’s health, environment, and quality of life. The cumulative
effects of this project, particularly regarding air quality, noise pollution, and public health,
necessitate a thorough and comprehensive review to protect the well-being of county
residents.

San Bernardino County has long been grappling with the adverse effects of
warehousing and industrial developments. These projects often disproportionately impact
communities like Bloomington, which already face significant environmental burdens. The
construction and operation of the Bloomington Business Park would exacerbate these issues
by increasing traffic congestion, diesel emissions, and particulate matter pollution, leading to
further degradation of air quality across the region. This not only jeopardizes the health of
local residents but also contributes to broader public health concerns, including respiratory and
cardiovascular diseases.

The proposed location of this warehouse is particularly troubling, as it is situated near
sensitive sites such as Zimmerman Elementary School, Bloomington High School, and
Kessler Park. The project’s proximity to these locations will expose students and community
members to heightened levels of air and noise pollution, endangering their health and well-
being. Additionally, the project will be only 100 feet from the nearest residence, significantly
increasing health and environmental impacts for the residents of Bloomington.

The California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) Land Use Guidance recommends a
buffer zone of at least 1,000 feet between distribution centers and sensitive receptors like
schools, homes, daycares, parks, and hospitals. This guidance underscores the inadequacy of
the current project plan in safeguarding the health and safety of Bloomington’s residents.

Approving yet another warehouse project will only amplify these harmful effects. The
new development is projected to add thousands of trucks and passenger vehicles onto the
streets of Bloomington, increasing pollution, traffic congestion, and noise. The streets, already
strained, will deteriorate further, and the construction, loading, and unloading activities will
significantly degrade residents’ quality of life.

This project also raises significant environmental justice concerns. Bloomington ranks
in the 94th percentile on the CalEnviroScreen, reflecting high pollution burdens and sensitive
population characteristics. The community is also in the 91st percentile for PM2.5 pollution
and 80th percentile for diesel particulate matter. As an Environmental Justice Focus Area, this
low-income, predominantly Hispanic community is already over-industrialized, which
exemplifies environmental racism. Further industrialization only exacerbates the inequalities
faced by this community.

The documentation concerning the court case calling for a new Environmental Impact
Report references the Friant Ranch analysis, which mandates a rigorous study of the health
effects of poor air quality. A good-faith approach to this analysis must involve public health
experts and account for the cumulative impacts of warehousing and transportation patterns in
the area. It is especially crucial to address the needs of vulnerable populations, such as
children, the elderly, and individuals with pre-existing health conditions.

While mitigation measures like energy efficiency upgrades and air filters may offer



some relief, they do not address the fundamental incompatibility of massive warehouse
developments with healthy, livable communities. The County must prioritize its residents over
corporate interests to ensure the long-term health and sustainability of Bloomington and
similar areas.

Thank you for considering my comments. I urge the County to reject the Bloomington
Business Park project or, at the very least, ensure an exhaustive environmental impact review
is conducted. Our communities deserve better than to be treated as sacrifice zones for
industrial expansion.

Sincerely,

Mateo Ambriz

3380 E Foxglove Way

Student, University of Redlands



From: Wells, Maryn
To: Meaghan Truman
Subject: FW: Submission of Public Comment
Date: Thursday, December 12, 2024 3:44:08 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[NON-EPD]
Hi Meaghan,
 
Comment below from Miguel Muñoz Valtierra.
 
Thank you,
 
Maryn Wells
Senior Planner
Land Use Services Department
Phone: 909-387-4738
Fax: 909-387-3223
385 N. Arrowhead Ave.
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0187

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 

County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.

 

 
From: Miguel Muñoz Valtierra <mike13-13@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 1:41 PM
To: Wells, Maryn <Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Submission of Public Comment

 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you can confirm the sender and know the

content is safe.
   
Hello Mary Wells and County,
 
I hope this letter finds you well. My name is Miguel Muñoz Valtierra, a resident of 18763 10th
St, Bloomington, California. I am writing this letter on behalf of myself, my family, my



neighbors and all those who did not receive the information to have an opportunity to write a
similar letter. I write to express our concerns regarding the Bloomington Business Park Specific
Plan Project, specifically with regard to the effects to the air quality, energy, greenhouse gas
emissions, noise, and lack of project alternatives.
 
Bloomington has historically been a location of severe air quality due to its location in the
south coast air basin. As time goes by and air pollutants run rampant, it is increasingly easy to
see the air quality worsening. During summer days the San Bernardino mountains are
impossible to see from Bloomington, however, during windy days or after some rain, the San
Bernardino mountains can be seen even from the number of streets south of Bloomington.
Under normal conditions, a thick layer of what looks like fog can be seen settling in the area,
bringing visibility to about 3 or 4 miles away. In the worst of times, even the neighboring
Fontana hills appear grayish, due to being enveloped in the visible air pollutants. This should
not be a normal scenario to any community. I urge you all to consider the health
reproductions this will have on the community of Bloomington.
 
It has been mentioned many times during multiple MAC meetings that the energy
infrastructure in Bloomington is inadequate and in the worst of times unsustainable. Winds
knock electric posts down every windy season. During the summer heat, rolling blackouts can
last for hours and recently days, making life more miserable, food to spoil, and people to
suffer. This Business park is sure to refocus the priority of the local government to maintaining
it running and with power at all times. There is even talk of upgrading the electric system to fit
the needs of this project. With this in mind, how will the already struggling electric grid keep
up with the demands of such a large project? Will the county focus on getting the whole
electric grid updated? Will it cost the taxpayer's money? Can it not be part of the deal made
with the developers? I urge you to ensure that this project's required energy consumption
does not negatively impact the community it will reside in more than it already has.
 
Greenhouse gas emissions is a general term for multiple sources of greenhouse gas producers.
We all know the basic ideas of greenhouse gases. They are continuously being emitted,
negatively impacting the environment and causing ozone depletion. The reality is that the
world powers have all failed in meeting their quotas for greenhouse gas emissions, and there
is no new plan that will mitigate those effects. This project will bring additional production of
greenhouse gasses via the diesel truck it will invite. The increase amount of trucks in the area
will increase the greenhouse gas emissions while simultaneously taking away a large amount
of trees that would otherwise mitigate that output. 
 
The subject of diesel trucks leads me to the next concern, noise. Though the building itself
won't produce noise, the guaranteed 1,300 daily truck trips this project is projected to bring
will add a significant amount of noise and traffic to the area. Since Bloomington is split by the
10 freeway and next to a rail yard, there is already a significant amount of noise pollution.



Even living in the number streets south of the 10, peak traffic can be heard along with the
screeching of the rail yard. If you ever get the chance to walk down the main street here in
Bloomington called Cedar Avenue, you’ll immediately hear the thundering noise of semi trucks
heading to either the 10 or the 60. Increased traffic from truck trips means an increase of
noise in the general vicinity of Bloomington. 
 
The last concern and proposal is the lack of project alternatives. Currently, Bloomington has
multiple unoccupied warehouses. There is no need for additional warehouses in the center of
the town when the edge of town already has empty warehouses. The project does not
propose alternative uses for the land. Considering its proximity to the Bloomington high
school, please consider using the already cleared out land to fund a community center or build
a second equestrian center for public use. Land so close to the high school should be used to
improve the future of the students. Not add traffic to the students lives, or expose them to
additional risks when they walk home or practice Cross Country. A warehouse so close to
them will also feed into the cycle of obtaining minimum paying jobs out of high school instead
of attempting higher education. 
 
As you read through the EIR resubmission, I urge you to consider these personal stories. 
 
Best,
 
Miguel
 
 



Ceqa B 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
The purpose of this letter is to bring up other alternatives to the Bloomington Business Park plan 
where a large amount of warehouses are going to be placed where rural residential properties 
existed in zoning norm of half acre or larger. Many were larger 3 plus acre tree lined properties. 
A  predominantly residential rural area kept in place to absorb the ozone toxins already present 
in the community of Bloomington. This plan is  inconsistent with the previous Bloomington 
Community Plan in fact planning for the combined health risks was pretty much ignored in 
placing so many warehouses near the schools and in environmentally sensitive area such as 
Bloomington.   
It is my opinion the County was in such a race to beat the deadline of the Environmental Justice 
Area designation for Bloomington that it is allowed not only this project but numerous other 
warehouse in projects to build without the proper CEQA reviews to ensure the unwanted 
industrial buildout within the short period window they had prior to facing stricter regulations 
upon pollution levels for residents living in Bloomington. 
The courts decision to look further into this project was not only warranted it was important to 
stop this kind of direct skipping of the Counties obligation to care for the environmental health of 
its residents over developers wants and needs.  Not only should this project be scrutinized the 
other warehouse projects that have come in to the area in the past two years should be also. 
The air quality should be looked at within much finer details especially for this one which is 
situated itself against schools so much so that the developer  purchased an elementary to move 
it elsewhere signifying that the unhealthy air quality.  Moving a school proves the air from the 
project is of concern, there by leaving the homes where the students live has not diminished the 
impact on the students health. It has impacted the students health and safety as now the 
students will be required to cross a very busy street to go to school they once could walked a 
block to.  Being subject to the added pollution by the additional trucking along Cedar Ave where 
they will be required to cross.  Only to return after school to the ozone area where they live and 
has now become industrized by this development. 
Several other options for this development could’ve been keeping it as it is  

1. 1.Residential homes and enforcing the zoning acquirements of one truck per acre, 
minimizing trucking in the area not warehousing. 

2. Mix Use residential with commercial which the community of Bloomington 24,000 people 
are such are crying out for that they have very little commercial businesses since the 
county has converted the majority of the commercially zoned properties into industrial. 

3. Requiring zoning of industrial areas to become commercial areas and residential areas 
on the south side of the I-10 in Bloomington for each area that is being rezoned 
industrial as to help buffer the pollution levels brought about by this project. There by 
restoring to the community the ability to buffer a nearly mile of cement where lush fertile 
earth once sat to absorb the pollutants. For each rezoned commercial or residential a 
industrial lot in the area would be rezoned commercial or residential. 

4. Having developer revamp his project to where it has a combination of warehousing 
residential and commercial along with parks and recreational areas leaving the school 



intact and making it a community friendly project versus one with very limited amount of 
sidewalks and trails on the exterior more of a intertwined community related project it 
adds shopping centers Parks recreation areas to buffer the pollution is brought in by the 
trucks so that is that the amount of green space that is being removed which is 
significant is now replaced by other green space such as in parks and trails. 

5. The Upzoned in this project is also another impact on the north side of Bloomington 
which should be addressed at this point in time as not only is it going to cause a 
significant Impact on an area that is not currently designed for other than rural living. 
Homes are currently on half acre and larger parcels between Locust, San Bernardino 
and Hawthorne Ave up zoning the area to apartment type dwellings or high density 
housing will put a significant impact on the area and schools in the vicinity which are 
overstressed and at capacity. The upzone are should be on the southside of freeway 
where the project exists and is removing people and possibly across from the high 
school on Laura’s it impacts the community far less rebuilding lost homes in that area as 
in the indicated area for up zoning rather than on the northside of Bloomington causing 
traffic impacts and additional environmental stresses on infrastructure in the area.  
Residents in this area of Bloomington were not given adequate notice of zoning changes 
for the upzoning; this portion of the project should be given future review and time for 
public comment. 

6. This project should be broken up with parks, businesses, riding trails and equal green 
space to what has been removed.   

7. In conclusion: The/ County knew of the Environmental impacts on the Bloomington 
community and had plenty of time prior to the application to be proactive and place the 
required restriction s in place and not be an active partner in the further deliberate 
damage to the residents unhealthy air quality they are forced to breath in their homes 
daily. No amount of mitigation is going to restore the amount of potential damage letting 
this project go forward will cause. It is important that we as citizens once a potential 
hazard is identified be protected rather than abused by those put in charge of life 
impacting decisions such as allowing residential areas be deliberately converted into 
industrial zones adding additional impacts on the residents who purchased prior to the 
developers application. Since Bloomington was idenified as a Environmental Impacted 
area it is up to you and those who allow changes to protect not destroy our health.  

 
 
Pamela Geil 
PO BOX 676 
Bloomington Ca 92316 
9099100074 



Name: Priscilla Vargas-Pena
Address: 18772, 9th St. Bloomington, Ca. 92316
Email: priscilla7586@gmail.com

Dear Maryn Wells and San Bernardino County Land Use Services Department,

My name is Priscilla Vargas, and I have lived in Bloomington, CA for 23 years. Growing up, I
loved walking through my beautiful neighborhood, hiking through the neighboring green
mountains, and experiencing the rural nature of our community—whether it was seeing the
livestock, observing local wildlife, or simply enjoying the open spaces. For many, Bloomington
might not seem like much, but for those of us who call it home, it’s everything. Unfortunately, the
rapid expansion of warehouses in our area is threatening to change this, and not for the better.
The influx of truck traffic, poor air quality, low-wage jobs, and environmental disruptions are just
a few of the serious issues we’re facing. The constant flow of diesel trucks will increase
congestion, damage our infrastructure, and pollute the air, silently harming the health of our
families, especially children and the elderly. While warehouses may offer jobs, they often come
with low pay, limited benefits, and little room for growth, perpetuating inequality and sending the
message that minorities like us are only meant to fill these low-wage, blue-collar positions.

What makes this even more troubling is that warehouses tend to target communities like ours,
predominantly made up of immigrants and people of color. Developers find it easier to step on
minority communities because of the language barriers and limited access to information that
many residents face. This makes it difficult for us to fight back or even understand the full scope
of the consequences these warehouses will bring. Moreover, the environmental impact is
undeniable—noise and light pollution from warehouses will disturb the wildlife in our nearby
mountains and degrade the natural beauty of our community.

In addition to the broad environmental concerns, I have specific worries about the location of
this warehouse, which is dangerously close to sensitive sites like residences, schools, and
parks. Zimmerman Elementary School, Bloomington High School, and Kessler Park are
adjacent to this project, and they are all at high risk of air and noise pollution from the
warehouse operations. This puts the health and well-being of students and community members
in grave danger. The project site will be just 100 feet away from the nearest residence,
significantly increasing health risks and environmental impacts for residents in our
neighborhood.

As a community, we are deeply concerned about these direct threats to our children, families,
and seniors. According to the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) Land Use Guidance,
there should be a buffer zone of at least 1,000 feet between distribution centers and sensitive
receptors, such as schools, homes, daycare centers, parks, and hospitals. Unfortunately, this
warehouse development disregards that guidance, which is designed to protect public health.
The lack of sufficient buffer zones only worsens the harmful effects of air pollution and noise
pollution, and it shows a blatant disregard for the health of Bloomington residents, especially our
children.



While the damage has already been done in many ways, the least these warehouse
developments can do is give back to the community in a meaningful way. Instead of just taking
from us, they should be required to provide public open spaces, community centers, parks, or
affordable housing—anything that would truly benefit Bloomington residents. I’d like to point out
that the warehouses have provided us with “benefits” that don’t really benefit us. For example,
the warehouses are building a sewer system that was supposedly a benefit to us, but in reality,
many people in our community who are low-income will be unable to connect to it due to the
high costs involved. It’s going to take a pretty penny just to get connected, and with the constant
fear that residents will have to sell their homes due to the negative impacts of these
warehouses, who would want to invest in such a system? People are already struggling, and the
idea of having to pay exorbitant fees for a sewer connection only deepens their mistrust and
concern.

Bloomington deserves better than being treated as an industrial dumping ground. We deserve
good-paying, sustainable jobs and a healthy, vibrant community that values both its people and
its natural surroundings. It’s time to protect what makes Bloomington special and ensure it
remains a place we can all be proud to call home. That’s why many community members, like
myself, are requesting another meeting once the draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is
released. The community engagement process has not been handled properly, and it feels as
though the EIR has already been approved behind closed doors. To us, it seems like the last
meeting was just something they needed to check off their to-do list, as if they weren’t truly
invested in hearing our concerns. I don’t know how these warehouse developers sleep at night,
knowing the damage they are causing to our community. We ask that San Bernardino County
please listen to the people and not the profits.



Law Office of Abigail Smith 
A Professional Corporation 
 

                       2305 Historic Decatur Road, Suite 100, San Diego, CA 92106 
 

Abigail A. Smith, Esq.  
Email: abby@socalceqa.com  
Telephone: (951) 808-8595 

VIA E-MAIL ONLY 
 
 

December 12, 2024 
 

Maryn Wells, Senior Planner   
County of San Bernardino  
Land Use Services Dept. – Planning Division 
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor 
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0187 
Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov 

 
 Re: Notice of Preparation of Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report 

for the Bloomington Business Park Specific Plan Project  

Dear County of San Bernardino:  
 

On behalf of the Sierra Club-San Gorgonio Chapter, thank you for the opportunity to 
comment on the Notice of Preparation (“NOP”) of Recirculated Environmental Impact 
Report (“RDEIR”) for the Bloomington Business Park Specific Plan Project (“the Project”). 
The RDEIR will evaluate the Project’s impacts with respect to air quality, energy, 
greenhouse gas emissions, noise, and alternatives.  

The RDEIR should fully disclose, analyze, and mitigate the Project’s air quality and 
greenhouse gas emission impacts (“GHGs”). It is anticipated that the Project at full buildout 
will involve thousands of vehicle trips per day and that it will result in significant air quality 
and GHG impacts per applicable significance thresholds. Accordingly, the County must 
propose aggressive and enforceable mitigation measures through the RDEIR to lessen the 
Project’s air quality and GHG impacts to the maximum extent feasible.  

For instance, the County should require the Project to utilize the cleanest available 
vehicle technologies; and it should require the Project to provide adequate infrastructure to 
support near-zero and zero emission vehicles and equipment. This should include, at a 
minimum, requirements that the Project shall use exclusively zero emission light and 
medium-duty trucks and vans, and that it shall use only zero emission service equipment 
such as forklifts. As the State moves toward its goal of zero emission goods movement 1 2, 
the County should ensure that the Project is in line with this important objective including 
requiring the exclusive use of zero emission heavy duty trucks as well. In short, the County 
must fully investigate, promote, and adopt all feasible mitigation through the RDEIR that 
promotes the use of the cleanest available vehicle technologies.  

 
1 https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/new-california-requirements-road-and-road-heavy-duty-
vehicles#:~:text=Starting%20January%201%2C%202024%2C%2050,ZEV%20purchases%20beginning%20in%202027. 
2 https://calmatters.org/environment/2022/09/california-phase-out-diesel-trucks-zero-emission/ 

mailto:abby@socalceqa.com
mailto:Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/new-california-requirements-road-and-road-heavy-duty-vehicles#:~:text=Starting%20January%201%2C%202024%2C%2050,ZEV%20purchases%20beginning%20in%202027
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/new-california-requirements-road-and-road-heavy-duty-vehicles#:~:text=Starting%20January%201%2C%202024%2C%2050,ZEV%20purchases%20beginning%20in%202027
https://calmatters.org/environment/2022/09/california-phase-out-diesel-trucks-zero-emission/
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With respect to GHGs, Assembly Bill 1279 3 requires the State to achieve net zero 
GHGs as soon as possible, but no later than 2045, and achieve and maintain net negative 
greenhouse gas emissions thereafter. The bill requires California to reduce GHG emissions 
by 40% below 1990 levels by 2030, and by 85 percent compared to 1990 levels. Therefore, 
the County must take all steps to ensure that the Projects is in conformance with these GHG 
emission reduction targets.  

 
As the transportation sector is the largest source of GHG emissions in the State, 

accounting for roughly 40 percent of California’s GHGs4, the County must propose 
transportation measures through the RDEIR that are designed to reduce fuel use in cars and 
trucks. This would include reducing vehicle miles traveled (“VMT”) as required by Senate 
Bill 7435. According to the California Air Resources Board (“CARB”)’s Scoping Plan, 
“VMT reductions will play an indispensable role in reducing overall transportation energy 
demand and achieving the state’s climate, air quality and equity goals.” (CARB 2022 
Scoping Plan p. 192.)6  The Project proposes a staggering amount of industrial warehousing 
and it eliminates existing housing land use designations. The County must explore, as 
feasible mitigation, alternatives to the Project that balance industrial land uses and housing. 
At the least, the RDEIR should consider an alternative through the RDEIR with a mix of 
housing and employment opportunities, thus reducing the need for residents to commute 
longer distances to employment centers.7 In addition, the County should explore 
programmatic VMT reducing measures, such as establishing a mitigation fund that will help 
to address the Project’s VMT impacts. 8 9 10 11 Global climate change has already resulted in 
irreversible environmental consequences. Particularly where the transportation sector is the 
largest source of GHG emissions in California, the Project must fully evaluate the cumulative 
impact of the proposed land use changes, and the Project shall be designed to lessen the 
Project’s cumulative impacts by reducing VMT, not increasing it. The RDEIR should 
propose measures to increase the use and availability of public transit, pedestrian walkways, 
and the extension of bike trails and lanes as well as other measures that reduce VMT impacts.  

 
According to CARB, actions to deploy both zero emission and cleaner combustion 

technologies will be essential to meet air quality goals in California.12  Accordingly, the 
RDEIR should evaluate measures consistent with the policies and goals of the State’s Zero 
Emission Vehicle (ZEV) Action Plan and Executive Order B-48-18 (setting a target of 5 
million ZEVs in California by 2030). This should include tangible measures to increase the 
availability of charging and refueling stations and other zero-emission vehicle infrastructure 
above existing Title 24 requirements including direct current fast chargers capable of  

 
3 https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1279 
4https://www.lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4821#:~:text=Transportation%20is%20the%20largest%20source,statewide%20emi
ssions%20in%20recent%20years. 
5 https://opr.ca.gov/ceqa/sb-743/faq.html#what-is 
6 https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-12/2022-sp.pdf 
7 https://dot.ca.gov/programs/esta/sb-743/resources/housing 
8 https://www.metro.net/projects/vehicle-miles-traveled-vmt-mitigation-program/#overview 
9 https://wrcog.us/DocumentCenter/View/10174/VMT-Fact-Sheet?bidId= 
10 https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/UPC/EnvironmentalPermitsTechnicalReviews/VMTMitigationProgram.aspx 
11 https://www.smwlaw.com/2024/01/17/mitigating-vehicle-miles-traveled/ 
12 https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/classic/planning/sip/2016sip/2016mobsrc.pdf 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1279
https://www.lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4821#:~:text=Transportation%20is%20the%20largest%20source,statewide%20emissions%20in%20recent%20years
https://www.lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4821#:~:text=Transportation%20is%20the%20largest%20source,statewide%20emissions%20in%20recent%20years
https://opr.ca.gov/ceqa/sb-743/faq.html#what-is
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-12/2022-sp.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/esta/sb-743/resources/housing
https://www.metro.net/projects/vehicle-miles-traveled-vmt-mitigation-program/#overview
https://wrcog.us/DocumentCenter/View/10174/VMT-Fact-Sheet?bidId=
https://cdi.santacruzcountyca.gov/UPC/EnvironmentalPermitsTechnicalReviews/VMTMitigationProgram.aspx
https://www.smwlaw.com/2024/01/17/mitigating-vehicle-miles-traveled/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/classic/planning/sip/2016sip/2016mobsrc.pdf
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charging light, medium, and heavy-duty vehicles.  

 
The RDEIR must fully evaluate the Project’s consistency with all regional planning  

documents relative to air quality impacts such as the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG)’s Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy 
(“RTP/SCS”) including SCAG’s Transportation Management Demand Strategies.13 14 . 
According to the RTP/SCS, “potential mitigation for environmental justice impacts” 
includes to “fund proactive measures to improve air quality in neighboring homes, schools 
and other sensitive receptors”; “provide education programs about environmental health 
impacts to better enable residents to make informed decisions about their health and 
community”; and “engage in proactive measures to train and hire local residents for 
construction or operation of the project to improve their economic status and access to health 
care.” (emphasis added).  

The RDEIR must fully disclose, analyze and mitigate the Project’s energy impacts. 
The Project shall propose measures to ensure compliance with and the advancement of the 
policies and goals of Senate Bill 100 which commits to 100% clean energy in California by 
045. The County must consider measures that promote energy efficiency beyond existing 
regulatory requirements such as CalGreen/Title 24. For instance, requiring the industrial 
project to maximize the use of solar energy with complete roof coverage with photovoltaic 
solar panels (PV panels) is one means to ensure that the State can meet its energy efficiency 
goals.  

Finally, the RDEIR must fully evaluate meaningful alternatives to the proposed 
development. This should include alternatives that provide housing to reduce VMT among 
other reasons. The RDEIR should also explore alternatives consistent with the warehouse 
design requirements of Assembly Bill 98.15 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments as you prepare the RDEIR. 
Please include my office on the list of recipients of all future CEQA notices including the 
Notice of Availability and/or Notice of Completion of RDEIR.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Abigail Smith, Esq. 

 
13 https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/tdm-strategic-plan_scag.pdf?1607732260 
14 https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/23-2987-tr-tdm-toolbox-strategies.pdf?1715621181 
15 https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB98 
 

https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/tdm-strategic-plan_scag.pdf?1607732260
https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/23-2987-tr-tdm-toolbox-strategies.pdf?1715621181
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB98


You don't often get email from scgseregionredlandsutilityrequest@semprautilities.com. Learn why this is important

 

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov
 

County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the
intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to
immediately destroy it and notify the sender.

 

 
From: SCG SE Region Redlands Utility Request
<SCGSERegionRedlandsUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Wells, Maryn <Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov>
Cc: SCG SE Region Redlands Utility Request
<SCGSERegionRedlandsUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com>
Subject: 12/3/24- Bloomington Business Park Specific Plan Project PROJ-2020-00204

 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you can confirm the sender and know the content is safe.

   
 
Hello,
I just reviewed the documents regarding Bloomington Business Park Specific Plan
Project PROJ-2020-00204
SoCalGas Distribution does have facilities in the area. Please note on case to have
Developer contact 811 / USA at DigAlert | Utility Locating California | Underground Wire
& Cable Locator prior to any excavation / demolition activities so we can Locate & Mark
out our facilities. Any excavation activity within ten (10) feet of our High-Pressure
facilities will require a SoCalGas employee standby.
If the Developer needs new gas service, please have them contact our Builder Services
group to begin the application process as soon as practicable, at
https://www.socalgas.com/for-your-business/builder-services.

To avoid delays in processing requests and
notifications, please have all Franchise corespondence
sent to our Utility Request inbox, at
SCGSERegionRedlandsUtilityRequest@semprautilities.

I 

mailto:scgseregionredlandsutilityrequest@semprautilities.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
http://www.sbcounty.gov/
http://www.sbcounty.gov/
mailto:SCGSERegionRedlandsUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com
mailto:Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov
mailto:SCGSERegionRedlandsUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com
https://www.digalert.org/
https://www.digalert.org/
https://www.socalgas.com/for-your-business/builder-services
mailto:SCGSERegionRedlandsUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com


com
 
I cover the Southeast Region – Redlands
SCGSERegionRedlandsUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com would be your contact for
requests in the southeastern ends of LA County, Riverside County, San Bernardino &
Imperial Counties.
 
Southeast Region - Anaheim office which is all of Orange County and the southern
ends of Los Angeles County; therefore, any Map and/or Will Serve Letter requests you
have in these areas please send them to
AtlasRequests/WillServeAnaheim@semprautilities.com
 
Northwest Region – Compton HQ For West and Central LA County, your Map Request
and Will Serve Letters, will go to SCG-ComptonUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com
 
Northwest Region - Chatsworth
For any requests from the northern most parts of LA County all the way up to Visalia, San
Luis Obispo, Fresno and Tulare you would contact
NorthwestDistributionUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com  
 
Transmission
For Transmission requests, please contact SoCalGas Transmission, at
SoCalGasTransmissionUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com
 
READ MORE ……..
 
MINOR STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS: (CHIP SEAL, SLURRY SEAL, GRIND &
OVERLAY)
                Please notify Southern California Gas Company 4 months prior to start of
pavement
                projects for the gas company to complete leak survey & repair leaks if found.
 
MAJOR STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS: (PROJECTS REQUIRING EXCAVATIONS
GREATER THAN 9 INCHES, WIDENING OF EXISTING STREETS, INSTALLING NEW
CURBS &
GUTTERS, BUS PADS, TRAFFIC SIGNALS, REALIGNMENT, GRADE SEPARATION, ETC.)
&
PIPELINE PROJECTS: (STORM DRAIN, WATERLINE, WATER, SEWER, ELECTRICAL,
TELECOMUNICATIONS, ETC.)

mailto:SCGSERegionRedlandsUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com
mailto:SCGSERegionRedlandsUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com
mailto:AtlasRequests/WillServeAnaheim@semprautilities.com
mailto:SCG-ComptonUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com
mailto:NorthwestDistributionUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com
mailto:SoCalGasTransmissionUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com


                Please provide Southern California Gas Company with your signed designed
plans

with gas company facilities posted on your designs plans, 4-6 months prior to
start of construction for possible relocation of SCG medium pressure
facilities and 9-12 months
for possible relocation of SCG high pressure facilities.

 
This time is needed to analyze plans and to design required alterations to any
conflicting SCG gas facilities. Please keep us informed of any and all pre-
construction meetings, construction schedules, etc., so that our work can be
scheduled accordingly.
Potholing may be required to determine if a conflict exists between the proposed
development and our facilities. If, for any reason, there are SCG facilities in
conflict, and a request to be relocated is needed, it is important to send the
request in writing. Please include all required information below:

A Signed “Notice to Owner” request on Official Letterhead from the City,
County,

and/or company.

Name, Title and Project Number.

Address, Location, Start Date, Parameters & Scope of Entire Job/Project.

Copy of Thomas Guide Page and/or Google Map Screenshot Highlighting
Project Area.

Requestor Company’s Contact Name, Title, Phone Number, Email, and
other pertinent information.

 
Thank you,
Josh Rubal
Lead Planning Associate
Distribution Planning & Project Management
Redlands HQ - Southeast Region
(213) 231-7978  Office
SCGSERegionRedlandsUtilityRequest@semprautilities.com
 
 
 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
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SENT VIA E-MAIL:  December 12, 2024 

Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov  

Maryn Wells, Senior Planner 

County of San Bernardino,  

Land Use Services Department – Planning Division 

385 North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor 

San Bernardino, California 92415-0187 
 

Notice of Preparation of a Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report 

for Bloomington Business Park Specific Plan Project (Proposed Project) 

 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast AQMD) staff appreciates the 

opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document. Our comments are 

recommendations on the analysis of potential air quality impacts from the Proposed Project that 

should be included in the Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Please send a 

copy of the Recirculated Draft EIR upon its completion and public release directly to South 

Coast AQMD as copies of the Recirculated Draft EIR submitted to the State Clearinghouse are 

not forwarded. In addition, please send all appendices and technical documents related to 

the air quality, health risk, and greenhouse gas analyses and electronic versions of all 

emission calculation spreadsheets, and air quality modeling and health risk assessment 

input and output files (not PDF files). Any delays in providing all supporting 

documentation for our review will require additional review time beyond the end of the 

comment period. 
 

CEQA Air Quality Analysis 

Staff recommends that the Lead Agency use South Coast AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality 

Handbook and website1 as guidance when preparing the air quality and greenhouse gas analyses. 

It is also recommended that the Lead Agency use the CalEEMod2 land use emissions software, 

which can estimate pollutant emissions from typical land use development and is the only 

software model maintained by the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association.  

 

South Coast AQMD has developed both regional and localized significance thresholds. South 

Coast AQMD staff recommends that the Lead Agency quantify criteria pollutant emissions and 

compare the emissions to South Coast AQMD’s air quality significance thresholds3 and localized 

significance thresholds (LSTs)4 to determine the Proposed Project’s air quality impacts. The 

localized analysis can be conducted by either using the LST screening tables or performing 

dispersion modeling.  

 
1 South Coast AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook and other resources for preparing air quality analyses can be found at: 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook. 
2 CalEEMod is available free of charge at: www.caleemod.com. 
3 South Coast AQMD’s air quality significance thresholds can be found at: https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-

source/ceqa/handbook/south-coast-aqmd-air-quality-significance-thresholds.pdf 
4 South Coast AQMD’s guidance for performing a localized air quality analysis can be found at: 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/localized-significance-thresholds. 

J1it1 South Coast 
~Air Quality Management District 
mJm 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 9 1 765-4 I 78 
r.l.!ltLl!J (909) 396-2000 , www.aqmd.gov 

mailto:Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov
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https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/south-coast-aqmd-air-quality-significance-thresholds.pdf
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/localized-significance-thresholds


Maryn Wells 2 December 12, 2024 
 

 

 

The Lead Agency should identify any potential adverse air quality impacts that could occur from 

all phases of the Proposed Project and all air pollutant sources related to the Proposed Project. 

Air quality impacts from both construction (including demolition, if any) and operations should 

be calculated. Construction-related air quality impacts typically include, but are not limited to, 

emissions from the use of heavy-duty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloading, paving, 

architectural coatings, off-road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment) and on-

road mobile sources (e.g., construction worker vehicle trips, material transport trips, and hauling 

trips). Operation-related air quality impacts may include, but are not limited to, emissions from 

stationary sources (e.g., boilers and air pollution control devices), area sources (e.g., solvents and 

coatings), and vehicular trips (e.g., on- and off-road tailpipe emissions and entrained dust). Air 

quality impacts from indirect sources, such as sources that generate or attract vehicular trips, 

should be included in the analysis. Furthermore, emissions from the overlapping construction 

and operational activities should be combined and compared to South Coast AQMD’s air quality 

significance thresholds for operation to determine the level of significance. 

 

If the Proposed Project generates diesel emissions from long-term construction or attracts diesel-

fueled vehicular trips, especially heavy-duty diesel-fueled vehicles, it is recommended that the 

Lead Agency perform a mobile source health risk assessment.5 

 

Also, if implementation of the Proposed Project would require the use of new stationary and 

portable sources, including but not limited to emergency generators, fire water pumps, boilers, 

spray booths, etc., one or more air permits from South Coast AQMD will be required, and the 

role of South Coast AQMD would change from a Commenting Agency to a Responsible Agency 

under CEQA. The assumptions in the air quality analysis in the EIR will be the basis for 

evaluating the air permit(s) under CEQA and imposing permit conditions and limits. Questions 

about air permit requirements should be directed to South Coast AQMD’s Engineering and 

Permitting staff at (909) 396-3385.  

 

In addition, if air permits are required and the South Coast AQMD is identified as a Responsible 

Agency in the EIR, per CEQA Guidelines Sections15086, the Lead Agency is required to consult 

with South Coast AQMD. CEQA Guidelines Section 15096 sets forth specific procedures for a 

Responsible Agency, including making a decision on the adequacy of the CEQA document for 

use as part of evaluating the applications for air permits. For these reasons, the EIR should 

include a discussion about any new stationary and portable equipment requiring South Coast 

AQMD air permits and identify South Coast AQMD as a Responsible Agency for the Proposed 

Project, if applicable. 

 

The California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A 

Community Health Perspective6 is a general reference guide for evaluating and reducing air 

pollution impacts associated with new projects that go through the land use decision-making 

 
5 South Coast AQMD’s guidance for performing a mobile source health risk assessment can be found at: 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/mobile-source-toxics-analysis. 
6 CARB’s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Health Perspective can be found at: 

https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/california-air-resources-board-air-quality-and-land-use-handbook-a-

community-health-perspective.pdf.  

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/mobile-source-toxics-analysis
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/california-air-resources-board-air-quality-and-land-use-handbook-a-community-health-perspective.pdf
https://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/ceqa/handbook/california-air-resources-board-air-quality-and-land-use-handbook-a-community-health-perspective.pdf
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process with additional guidance on strategies to reduce air pollution exposure near high-volume 

roadways available in CARB’s technical advisory7.  

 

The South Coast AQMD’s Guidance Document for Addressing Air Quality Issues in General 

Plans and Local Planning8 includes suggested policies that local governments can use in their 

General Plans or through local planning to prevent or reduce potential air pollution impacts and 

protect public health. It is recommended that the Lead Agency review this Guidance Document 

as a tool when making local planning and land use decisions. 

 

South Coast AQMD staff is concerned about potential public health impacts of siting warehouses 

within close proximity of sensitive land uses, especially in communities that are already heavily 

affected by the existing warehouse and truck activities. The South Coast AQMD’s Multiple Air 

Toxics Exposure Study (MATES V), completed in August 2021, concluded that the largest 

contributor to cancer risk from air pollution is diesel particulate matter (DPM) emissions9. 

According to the MATES V carcinogenic risk interactive map, the area surrounding the 

Proposed Project has an estimated cancer risk of over 880 in one million10. Operation of 

warehouses generates and attracts heavy-duty diesel-fueled trucks that emit DPM. When the 

health impacts from the Proposed Project are added to those existing impacts, residents living in 

the communities surrounding the Proposed Project will possibly face an even greater exposure to 

air pollution and bear a disproportionate burden of increasing health risks.  

 

Mitigation Measures 

In the event that the Proposed Project results in significant adverse air quality impacts, CEQA 

requires that all feasible mitigation measures that go beyond what is required by law be utilized 

to minimize these impacts. Any impacts resulting from mitigation measures must also be 

analyzed. Several resources to assist the Lead Agency with identifying potential mitigation 

measures for the Proposed Project include South Coast AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality 

Handbook,11 South Coast AQMD’s Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan for the 2022 Air 

Quality Management Plan,12 and Southern California Association of Government’s Mitigation 

Monitoring and Reporting Plan for the 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 

Communities Strategy.13.  

 

Mitigation measures for operational air quality impacts from mobile sources that the Lead 

Agency should consider in the Recirculated Draft EIR may include the following: 

 

 
7 CARB’s technical advisory can be found at: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2017-10/rd_technical_advisory_final.pdf. 
8 South Coast AQMD. 2005. Guidance Document for Addressing Air Quality Issues in General Plans and Local Planning. 

Available at: http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/planning/air-quality-guidance/complete-guidance-document.pdf.  
9 South Coast AQMD. August 2021. Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study in the South Coast Air Basin V. Available at: 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/air-quality/air-quality-studies/health-studies/mates-v.  
10 South Coast AQMD. MATES V Data Visualization Tool. Accessed at: MATES Data Visualization (arcgis.com).   
11 https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook 
12 South Coast AQMD’s 2022 Air Quality Management Plan can be found at: http://www.aqmd.gov/home/air-quality/clean-

air-plans/air-quality-mgt-plan (Chapter 4 - Control Strategy and Implementation).  
13 Southern California Association of Governments’ 2020-2045 RTP/SCS can be found at: 

https://www.connectsocal.org/Documents/PEIR/certified/Exhibit-A_ConnectSoCal_PEIR.pdf.   

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2017-10/rd_technical_advisory_final.pdf
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/planning/air-quality-guidance/complete-guidance-document.pdf
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/air-quality/air-quality-studies/health-studies/mates-v
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/79d3b6304912414bb21ebdde80100b23?views=view_38
https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/air-quality/clean-air-plans/air-quality-mgt-plan
http://www.aqmd.gov/home/air-quality/clean-air-plans/air-quality-mgt-plan
https://www.connectsocal.org/Documents/PEIR/certified/Exhibit-A_ConnectSoCal_PEIR.pdf
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• Require zero-emissions (ZE) or near-zero emission (NZE) on-road haul trucks such as 

heavy-duty trucks with natural gas engines that meet the CARB’s adopted optional NOx 

emissions standard at 0.02 grams per brake horsepower-hour (g/bhp-hr), if and when 

feasible. Given the state’s clean truck rules and regulations aiming to accelerate the 

utilization and market penetration of ZE and NZE trucks such as the Advanced Clean 

Trucks Rule14 and the Heavy-Duty Low NOx Omnibus Regulation15, ZE and NZE trucks 

will become increasingly more available to use. The Lead Agency should require a 

phase-in schedule to incentivize the use of these cleaner operating trucks to reduce any 

significant adverse air quality impacts. South Coast AQMD staff is available to discuss 

the availability of current and upcoming truck technologies and incentive programs with 

the Lead Agency. At a minimum, require the use of 2010 model year16 that meet CARB’s 

2010 engine emissions standards at 0.01 g/bhp-hr of particulate matter (PM) and 0.20 

g/bhp-hr of NOx emissions or newer, cleaner trucks. Include environmental analyses to 

evaluate and identify sufficient electricity and supportive infrastructures in the Energy 

and Utilities and Service Systems Sections in the CEQA document, where appropriate. 

Include the requirement in applicable bid documents, purchase orders, and contracts. 

Operators shall maintain records of all trucks associated with project construction to 

document that each truck used meets these emission standards, and make the records 

available for inspection. The Lead Agency should conduct regular inspections to the 

maximum extent feasible to ensure compliance. 

• Limit the daily number of trucks allowed at the Proposed Project to levels analyzed in the 

Final CEQA document. If higher daily truck volumes are anticipated to visit the site, the 

Lead Agency should commit to re-evaluating the Proposed Project through CEQA prior 

to allowing this higher activity level.  

• Provide electric vehicle (EV) charging stations or, at a minimum, provide electrical 

infrastructure and electrical panels should be appropriately sized. Electrical hookups 

should be provided for truckers to plug in any onboard auxiliary equipment.  

 

Mitigation measures for operational air quality impacts from other area sources that the Lead 

Agency should consider in the Recirculated Draft EIR may include the following: 

 

• Maximize use of solar energy by installing solar energy arrays. 

• Use light colored paving and roofing materials.  

• Utilize only Energy Star heating, cooling, and lighting devices, and appliances.  

• Use of water-based or low VOC cleaning products that go beyond the requirements of 

South Coast AQMD Rule 1113. 

 
14 CARB. June 25, 2020. Advanced Clean Trucks Rule. Accessed at: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-

trucks.  
15 CARB has recently passed a variety of new regulations that require new, cleaner heavy-duty truck technology to be sold and 

used in state. For example, on August 27, 2020, CARB approved the Heavy-Duty Low NOx Omnibus Regulation, which will 

require all trucks to meet the adopted emission standard of 0.05 g/hp-hr starting with engine model year 2024. Accessed at: 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/rulemaking/2020/hdomnibuslownox. 
16 CARB adopted the statewide Truck and Bus Regulation in 2010. The Regulation requires diesel trucks and buses that operate 

in California to be upgraded to reduce emissions. Newer heavier trucks and buses must meet particulate matter filter 

requirements beginning January 1, 2012. Lighter and older heavier trucks must be replaced starting January 1, 2015. By 

January 1, 2023, nearly all trucks and buses will need to have 2010 model year engines or equivalent. More information on the 

CARB’s Truck and Bus Regulation is available at: https://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/onrdiesel/onrdiesel.htm.  

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-trucks
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-trucks
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/rulemaking/2020/hdomnibuslownox
https://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/onrdiesel/onrdiesel.htm
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Design considerations for the Proposed Project that the Lead Agency should consider to further 

reduce air quality and health risk impacts include the following: 

 

• Clearly mark truck routes with trailblazer signs, so that trucks will not travel next to or 

near sensitive land uses (e.g., residences, schools, day care centers, etc.). 

• Design the Proposed Project such that truck entrances and exits are not facing sensitive 

receptors and trucks will not travel past sensitive land uses to enter or leave the Proposed 

Project site. 

• Design the Proposed Project such that any check-in point for trucks is inside the Proposed 

Project site to ensure that there are no trucks queuing outside. 

• Design the Proposed Project to ensure that truck traffic inside the Proposed Project site is 

as far away as feasible from sensitive receptors. 

• Restrict overnight truck parking in sensitive land uses by providing overnight truck 

parking inside the Proposed Project site. 

 

On May 7, 2021, South Coast AQMD’s Governing Board adopted Rule 2305 – Warehouse 

Indirect Source Rule – Warehouse Actions and Investments to Reduce Emissions (WAIRE) 

Program, and Rule 316 – Fees for Rule 2305. Rules 2305 and 316 are new rules that will reduce 

regional and local emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and particulate matter (PM), including 

diesel PM. These emission reductions will reduce public health impacts for communities located 

near warehouses from mobile sources that are associated with warehouse activities. Also, the 

emission reductions will help the region attain federal and state ambient air quality standards. 

Rule 2305 applies to owners and operators of warehouses greater than or equal to 100,000 square 

feet. Under Rule 2305, operators are subject to an annual WAIRE Points Compliance Obligation 

that is calculated based on the annual number of truck trips to the warehouse. WAIRE Points can 

be earned by implementing actions in a prescribed menu in Rule 2305, implementing a site-

specific custom plan, or paying a mitigation fee. Warehouse owners are only required to submit 

limited information reports, but they can opt in to earn Points on behalf of their tenants if they so 

choose because certain actions to reduce emissions may be better achieved at the warehouse 

development phase, for instance the installation of solar and charging infrastructure. Rule 316 is 

a companion fee rule for Rule 2305 to allow South Coast AQMD to recover costs associated 

with Rule 2305 compliance activities. Since the Proposed Project consists of the development of 

multi-million-square-foot warehouse, the Proposed Project’s warehouse owners and operators 

will be required to comply with Rule 2305 once the warehouse is occupied. Therefore, South 

Coast AQMD staff recommends that the Lead Agency review South Coast AQMD Rule 2305 to 

determine the potential WAIRE Points Compliance Obligation for future operators and explore 

whether additional project requirements and CEQA mitigation measures can be identified and 

implemented at the Proposed Project that may help future warehouse operators meet their 

compliance obligation17. South Coast AQMD staff is available to answer questions concerning 

Rule 2305 implementation and compliance by phone or email at (909) 396-3140 or waire-

program@aqmd.gov. For implementation guidance documents and compliance and reporting 

tools, please visit South Coast AQMD’s WAIRE Program webpage18. 

 
17 South Coast AQMD Rule 2305 – Warehouse Indirect Source Rule – Warehouse Actions and Investments to Reduce Emissions 

(WAIRE) Program. Accessed at: http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/rule-book/reg-xxiii/r2305.pdf. 
18 South Coast AQMD WAIRE Program. Accessed at: http://www.aqmd.gov/waire. 

mailto:waire-program@aqmd.gov
mailto:waire-program@aqmd.gov
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/rule-book/reg-xxiii/r2305.pdf
http://www.aqmd.gov/waire
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South Coast AQMD staff is available to work with the Lead Agency to ensure that air quality, 

greenhouse gas, and health risk impacts from the Proposed Project are accurately evaluated and 

mitigated where feasible. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at 

swang1@aqmd.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sam Wang 
Sam Wang 

Program Supervisor, CEQA IGR 

Planning, Rule Development & Implementation 
 

SW 

SBC241113-12  

Control Number 

mailto:swang1@aqmd.gov
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Hi Meaghan,
 
A comment has been submitted regarding the revised EIR for Bloomington Business Park SP.
Please see below from Veronica Perez.
 
Thank you,
 
Maryn Wells
Senior Planner
Land Use Services Department
Phone: 909-387-4738
Fax: 909-387-3223
385 N. Arrowhead Ave.
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0187
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From: Veronica Perez <roniperezedente@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2024 8:20 AM
To: Wells, Maryn <Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov>
Subject: Bloomington Business Park Specific Plan Public Feedback

 

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click

links or open attachments unless you can confirm the sender and know the
content is safe.

   
Greetings,

I 



 
My name is Veronica Perez and I am a resident of San Bernardino County. I was born and
raised in the Inland Empire in my family's house in Fontana,  right on the Etiwanda border of
Rancho Cucamonga. After serving in the military for 7 years I came back and bought a home in
the Las Colinas neighborhood of Rialto. 
 
Without a date the Inland Empire cannot afford anymore warehouse development or
expansions. It blows my mind that there are several near my home that appear completely
empty or hang leasing signs on the outside. Aside from the obvious drawbacks of higher truck
traffic these warehouses are not helping our community or the people who live here. In fact
they are likely hurting us at an exponential rate. Please please please take the time to read and
share the recently published Pro Publica article that provides in depth research on the high
levels of formaldehyde specifically in San Bernaedino. According to their investigation the
highest concentration of formaldehyde measured by government monitors in outdoor air
between 2015 and 2020 was recorded in Fontana in 2018. We live in an are where we are
exposed to formaldehyde at a cancer risk level more than 20 times higher than the EPA goal
and the lifetime cancer risk from air pollution is 80 times higher. 
 
https://www.propublica.org/article/formaldehyde-epa-trump-public-health-danger
 
We are harming ourselves because we are being short sighted and prioritizing profits over
people. Brining in jobs that will have disastrous second and third order effects is not a win. If
we are knowingly exposing our children to cancer causing chemicals and selling it as helping
drive the local economy we are fools.
 
We need a monumental shift in perspective and we should absolutely stop all warehouse
development in San Bernardino County. It's obvious to those of us who call the Inland Empire
our home. Outside corporations and companies do not care about our well being. They care
about making money and government officials should do what is best for the people they are
supposed to serve. 
 
Lastly I will offer my own anecdotal evidence for why we must stop expanding the warehouse
industry. After living in two states with amazing air quality and environmental protections
(Wyoming and Hawaii) I am shocked at how bad the air quality here has developed. I can see
the thick, dark grey layer of smog almost every morning on my commute down the 15  and it
doesn't take a scientist to understand this is harmful for our health. The mountains to the east
are covered most mornings and I forget they even exist. Common sense must prevail here. We
cannot condemn our children to a future where the air is a threat to their lives. 
 



Thank you for your time, 
--Veronica Perez 
 
 









mailto:Maryn.Wells@lus.sbcounty.gov
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VI. Noise Impacts 

The REIR must sufficiently analyze and mitigate the Project’s noise impacts. In its 
Ruling, the Court held that “[t]he County violated CEQA by using only an absolute noise level as 
the threshold of significance in evaluating construction noise impacts.” Id. at 98. The EIR and its 
accompanying noise study did “not explain why ‘“the magnitude of the increase in ambient noise 
levels caused by the Project” played no role in determining whether the change was significant’ 
with respect to construction noise impacts.” Id. at 80 (citing King & Gardiner Farms LLC v. 
County of Kern (2020) 45 Cal.App.5th 814, 893). Rather, the EIR’s significance standard for 
construction noise “was based solely on whether construction noise levels exceed the 80 dBA 
Leq standard set by the FTA.” Ibid. The County did not provide any reason why an increase in 
the daytime ambient noise level of 17.8 dBA Leq was not significant, whereas the noise study 
discussed that a 10 dBA increase in noise levels is perceived as twice as loud. Id. at 80–81. As 
such, “the EIR failed to include relevant information by setting forth a quantitative standard 
addressed to the noise threshold applicable to construction noise impacts, which failure 
‘substantially impair[ed] the EIR’s informational function.’” Id. at 83. 

Accordingly, the REIR should analyze the Project’s construction noise impacts with a 
proper significance standard and mitigate any significant construction noise impacts. 

* * * * * 
Your consideration of these comments is much appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alondra Mateo 
Andrea Vidaurre 
Gem Montes 
People’s Collective for 
Environmental Justice 
 
Ana Gonzalez 
Joaquin Castillejos 
Center for Community Action 
and Environmental Justice 
 
Frances Tinney 
Aruna Prabhala 
Center for Biological Diversity 
 

Candice Youngblood 
Adrian Martinez 
Yasmine Agelidis 
Earthjustice 
 
Katherine J.G. McKeon 
Nisha Vyas 
Robert Newman 
Richard Rothschild 
Western Center on Law and Poverty 
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