CITY OF WEST SACRAMENTO

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT
A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of West Sacramento, within the State of California, intends to
adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Bees Lakes Habitat Restoration Plan and Design
Project.

PROJECT: BEES LAKES HABITAT RESTORATION PLAN AND DESIGN PROJECT

APPLICANT: CITY OF WEST SACRAMENTO
1110 WEST CAPITOL AVENUE
WEST SACRAMENTO, CA 95691

LOCATION: The project site is located along the west bank of the Sacramento River in the City of West
Sacramento, Yolo County, California. The West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (WSAFCA)
completed construction of 5.5 miles of levee improvements in 2018 as part of the Southport Sacramento
River Early Implementation Project (Southport EIP), including constructing a setback levee along the
northwestern edge of the project site. The Southport EIP created two new floodplain restoration areas
connected to the Sacramento River, immediately upstream and downstream of the project site. Cross levees
between the project site and the two floodplain restoration sites were built to preserve access to the
Sacramento Yacht Club and the Sherwood Harbor Marina, which are located at the north and south ends of
the project site, respectively. The remaining segment of the unmaintained levee along Chicory Loop runs
through the project site, with the portion southeast of the levee encompassing the Sacramento Riverbank and
associated riverside riparian habitat.

The project site is bounded by the Reclamation District (RD) 900 Operations and Maintenance (O&M)
waterside toe road on the northwest edge, the Sacramento River on the southeast edge, and the property
boundaries of the Sacramento Yacht Club and the Sherwood Harbor Marina southeast of the remnant levee
along Chicory Loop.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The proposed project includes implementing ecosystem, water quality
and recreational improvements at the Bees Lakes site consistent with the goals and objectives identified
in the Final Bees Lakes Habitat Restoration Plan. Project site restoration includes focused removal and
control of target invasive species at the project site. The goal of the invasive plant removal is to
significantly decrease abundance of target invasive species and increase abundance of native understory
species to improve and sustain native plant community health and diversity. The most prevalent target
invasive species are: Himalayan blackberry, which occurs in large patches in portions of the riparian
forest understory and in some monoculture patches; and edible fig (Ficus carica), which is scattered
throughout the site, primarily on the riverside portion.

Water quality components include removing and disposing of potentially contaminated soil from the two
ponds on the site, potentially treating the pond water, and the removal of trash from the ponds. An
abandoned boat and a large amount of refuse have been observed in the ponds, which are suspected to be
degrading pond water quality. At minimum, project implementation would include drawing down pond
water levels temporarily to extract large trash and debris.

The water quality components also include installing a submerged or floating aeration diffusion device to

increase pond aeration and water circulation within the ponds, decrease algae growth, and increase
habitat suitability for fishes and other aquatic life (including mosquito fish). An additional water quality
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enhancement, which would also provide habitat benefits, includes installing one or more artificial
floating wetland islands in one or both of the site ponds.

The proposed project includes several public access and recreational components that are intended to
improve access and management at the site and to provide improved recreational opportunities for site
users. Potential recreational amenities include marked foot trails, elevated boardwalks, Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) access ramps, an equestrian trail, a ten-stall parking area, portable bathrooms,
two large viewing platforms, multi-purpose picnic/recreational areas, way-finding signage and
information kiosks.

PUBLIC REVIEW: The review period for the Mitigated Negative Declaration begins on December 4,
2020 and ends on January 4, 2021. The Mitigated Negative Declaration may be reviewed on-line at the
City’s website at https://www.cityofwestsacramento.org/government/departments/parks-
recreation/projects/bees-lakes-habitat-restoration-plan. Due to COVID restrictions, an appointment to
review the document must me scheduled in advance. The document is also available online at the State
Clearinghouse Web Site: https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/ (enter the project name in the search bar). Comments
during the review period regarding the Mitigated Negative Declaration should be directed to:

Traci Michel

Director

Parks and Recreation Department
City of West Sacramento

1110 West Capitol Avenue

West Sacramento, CA 95691

Comments may also be submitted electronically via email to tracim@cityofwestsacramento.org. The City
Council is anticipated to consider the Mitigated Negative Declaration on January 20, 2021.

Signed: Deate:
Title: Director, Parks and Recreation
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