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Greenhouse Gas Regulatory Setting 

State 

The statewide GHG emissions regulatory framework is summarized in this subsection by category: state 

climate change targets, building energy, renewable energy and energy procurement, mobile sources, 

water, solid waste, and other state actions. The following text describes EOs, Assembly Bills (ABs), Senate 

Bills (SBs), and other plans and policies that would directly or indirectly reduce GHG emissions and/or 

address climate change issues. 

State Climate Change Targets 

California Air Resources Board’s Regulations for the Mandatory Reporting of GHG Emissions 

CARB’s Regulation for the Mandatory Reporting of GHG Emissions (17 CCR 95100–95157) incorporated by 

reference certain requirements that EPA promulgated in its Final Rule on Mandatory Reporting of GHGs 

(40 CFR, Section 98). Specifically, Section 95100(c) of the Mandatory Reporting Regulation incorporated 

those requirements that EPA promulgated in the Federal Register on October 30, 2009; July 12, 2010; 

September 22, 2010; October 28, 2010; November 30, 2010; December 17, 2010; and April 25, 2011. In 

general, entities subject to the Mandatory Reporting Regulation that emit over 10,000 MT CO2e per year 

are required to report annual GHG emissions through the California Electronic GHG Reporting Tool. Certain 

sectors, such as refineries and cement plants, are required to report regardless of emission levels. Entities 

that emit more than the 25,000 MT CO2e per year threshold are required to have their GHG emissions 

report verified by a CARB-accredited third party. 

Executive Order B-18-12 

EO B-18-12 (April 2012) directed state agencies, departments, and other entities under the Governor’s 

executive authority to take action to reduce entity-wide GHG emissions by at least 10% by 2015 and 20% 

by 2020, as measured against a 2010 baseline. EO B-18-12 also identified goals for existing state buildings 

for reducing grid-based energy purchases and water use. 

Senate Bill 605 and Senate Bill 1383 

SB 605 (2014) requires CARB to complete a comprehensive strategy to reduce emissions of SLCPs in the 

state (California Health and Safety Code Section 39730) and SB 1383 (2016) requires CARB to approve and 

implement that strategy by January 1, 2018 (California Public Resources Code Sections 42652–43654). SB 

1383 also establishes specific targets for the reduction of SLCPs (40% below 2013 levels by 2030 for CH4 

and HFCs, and 50% below 2013 levels by 2030 for anthropogenic black carbon) and provides direction for 

reductions from dairy and livestock operations and landfills. Accordingly, and as mentioned above, CARB 

adopted its SLCP Reduction Strategy in March 2017 (CARB 2017). The SLCP Reduction Strategy establishes 

a framework for the statewide reduction of emissions of black carbon, methane, and fluorinated gases 

(CARB 2017). 

Assembly Bill 1757 

AB 1757 (September 2022) requires the CNRA to determine a range of targets for natural carbon 

sequestration, and for nature-based climate solutions that reduce GHG emissions for future years 2030, 



2038, and 2045. These targets are to be determined by no later than January 1, 2024, and are 

established to support the state’s goals to achieve carbon neutrality and foster climate adaptation and 

resilience. 

Heavy-Duty Diesel 

CARB adopted the final Heavy-Duty Truck and Bus Regulation on December 31, 2014, to reduce DPM, a 

major source of black carbon, and NOx emissions from heavy-duty diesel vehicles (13 CCR, Part 2025). The 

rule requires that DPM filters be applied to newer heavier trucks and buses by January 1, 2012, with older 

vehicles required to comply by January 1, 2015. The rule will require nearly all diesel trucks and buses to 

be compliant with the 2010 model year engine requirement by January 1, 2023. CARB also adopted an 

Airborne Toxics Control Measure to limit idling of diesel-fueled commercial vehicles on December 12, 

2013. This rule requires diesel-fueled vehicles with gross vehicle weights greater than 10,000 pounds to 

idle no more than 5 minutes at any location (13 CCR, Part 2485). 

Water 

Senate Bill X7-7, Executive Order B-29-15, and Executive Order N-10-21 

SB X7-7, or the Water Conservation Act of 2009, required that all water suppliers increase their water 

use efficiency with an overall goal of reducing per capita urban water use by 20% by December 31, 2020. 

Each urban water supplier was required to develop water use targets to meet this goal. 

In response to the ongoing drought in California, EO B-29-15 (April 2015) set a goal of achieving a statewide 

reduction in potable urban water usage of 25% relative to water use in 2013. The term of the EO extended 

through February 28, 2016, although many of the directives have become permanent water-efficiency 

standards and requirements. The EO includes specific directives that set strict limits on water usage in the 

state. In response to EO B-29-15, the California Department of Water Resources modified and adopted a 

revised version of the Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance that, among other changes, significantly 

increases the requirements for landscape water use efficiency and broadens its applicability to include new 

development projects with smaller landscape areas. 

In response to a state of emergency due to severe drought conditions, EO N-10-21 (July 2021) called on 

all Californians to voluntarily reduce their water use by 15% from their 2020 levels. Actions suggested in 

EO N-10-21 include reducing landscape irrigation, running dishwashers and washing machines only when 

full, finding and fixing leaks, installing water-efficient showerheads, taking shorter showers, using a shut-

off nozzle on hoses, and taking cars to commercial car washes that use recycled water. 

Solid Waste 

Assembly Bill 939, Assembly Bill 341, Assembly Bill 1826, and Senate Bill 1383  

In 1989, AB 939, known as the Integrated Waste Management Act (California Public Resources Code 

Section 40000 et seq.), was passed because of the increase in waste stream and the decrease in landfill 

capacity. The statute established the California Integrated Waste Management Board (replaced in 2010 by 

the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, or CalRecycle), which oversees a disposal 

reporting system. AB 939 mandated a reduction of waste being disposed where jurisdictions were required 



to meet diversion goals of all solid waste through source reduction, recycling, and composting activities of 

25% by 1995 and 50% by the year 2000. 

AB 341 (2011) amended the California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 to include a provision 

declaring that it is the policy goal of the state that not less than 75% of solid waste generated be source-

reduced, recycled, or composted by the year 2020, and annually thereafter. In addition, AB 341 required 

CalRecycle to develop strategies to achieve the state’s policy goal. CalRecycle has conducted multiple 

workshops and published documents that identify priority strategies that it believes would assist the state 

in reaching the 75% goal by 2020. 

AB 1826 (Chapter 727, Statutes of 2014, effective 2016) requires businesses to recycle their organic waste 

(i.e., food waste, green waste, landscape and pruning waste, nonhazardous wood waste, and food-soiled 

paper waste that is mixed in with food waste) depending on the amount of waste they generate per week. 

This law also requires local jurisdictions across the state to implement an organic waste recycling program 

to divert organic waste generated by businesses, including multifamily residential dwellings that consist of 

five or more units. The minimum threshold of organic waste generation by businesses decreases over time, 

which means an increasingly greater proportion of the commercial sector will be required to comply. 

SB 1383 (2016) requires a 50% reduction in organic waste disposal from 2014 levels by 2020 and a 75% 

reduction by 2025—essentially requiring the diversion of up to 27 million tons of organic waste—to reduce 

GHG emissions. SB 1383 also requires that not less than 20% of edible food that is currently disposed be 

recovered for human consumption by 2025. 
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