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July 24, 2020 

VIA E-MAIL 

 

Laura Meiners, Project Manager 

Kenneth Rosales, Environmental Project Manager 

City of San Jose 

200 E. Santa Clara St. 

San Jose, Ca 95113 

Laura.Meiners@sanjoseca.gov 

Kenneth.Rosales@sanjoseca.gov 

 

 Re: Request for Postponement of July 29, 2020 Teleconferenced Community Meeting 

on the Proposed Almaden Villas Residential Project at 1747 Almaden Road; City 

Council District 6 

 

Dear Ms. Meiners and Mr. Rosales,  

 

 Our office represents a group of property owners and residents who are concerned with the 

size, scope, and planning and environmental review of the proposed Almaden Villas residential 

project at 1747 Almaden Road (the “Project”) in the City of San Jose (“City”). Specific concerns 

of the community include inadequate notice of a proposed teleconferenced community meeting, 

the height, width, and length of the building, the minimal setbacks associated with the Project, the 

residential density of the proposed number of units, and the lack of public availability for review 

and comment of the Project’s draft environmental review in the form of an Initial Study and 

Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

 

 These concerns are reflected in the attached Petition, as signed by several residents in 

opposition to the Project1 as it is currently proposed. A copy of the Petition is attached as Exhibit 

A.  

 

 We request that the proposed Community Meeting on the special use permit and tentative 

map for the Project, scheduled for July 29, 2020 via teleconference/Zoom, be continued to a later 

date to allow for proper notice, timely and adequate distribution of all Project materials, and 

community input.  

 
1 As stated infra, what the “Project” actually consists of is unclear. 
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Indeed, it is obvious that COVID-19 is having an impact on the physical environment as 

indicated by the County Health Officer’s Order on July 2 (attached as Exhibit D) and Executive 

Orders of the California Governor and the State Public Health Officer. This is especially 

important as an environmental analysis must examine the physical environmental conditions as 

they exist at the time environmental analysis is commenced, from both a local and regional 

perspective. CEQA Guidelines § 15125. 

 

D. Conclusion 

 

 Accordingly, we request that the proposed Community Meeting be postponed so that 

informative and accurate additional notice may be provided, and that specific details of the Project 

and potential environmental impacts can be disclosed and made available to the public both 

electronically and by hardcopy.  

 

 Thank you for your review of this matter. If you have any questions, please contact the 

undersigned at wross@lawross.com or (650) 843-8080. 

   

Very truly yours, 

 
William D. Ross 

 

WDR:DPS 

 

cc: The Honorable Devora Davis  

City Councilmember, District 6 

 district6@sanjoseca.gov   

  

Mary Anne Groen, Chief of Staff 

 maryanne.groen@sanjoseca.gov  

 

Enclosures: 

 Exhibit A - Petition in Opposition of the Project 

 Exhibit B - Community Meeting Agenda & Notice 

 Exhibit C - Photographs of On-Site Notices  

 Exhibit D - July 2, 2020 Order of the Santa Clara County Health Officer 
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EXHIBIT “D” 


















