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12/18/23, 3:26 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Hilton Universal Expansion Letter of Support
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James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org>

Hilton Universal Expansion Letter of Support
2 messages

Cristine Villorante <cris.villorante@lacity.org> Mon, Dec 18, 2023 at 1:16 PM
To: James Harris <James.Harris@lacity.org>
Cc: Mashael Majid <mashael.majid@lacity.org>, Karo Torossian <Karo.torossian@lacity.org>, Star Parsamyan
<star.parsamyan@lacity.org>, Emma Howard <emma.howard@lacity.org>, Pamela Thornton <Pamela.Thornton@lacity.org>,
Doane Liu <doane.liu@lacity.org>

Good afternoon Mr. Harris,
Please find the attached letter of support from the City Tourism Department.  Thank you. 

--

Best regards,
Cris Villorante, Exec. Admin. Asst.

City Tourism Department
1201 S. Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, CA 90015
Office: (213) 765-4241
Fax: (213) 765-4441
Email: cris.villorante@lacity.org

Planning_Hilton Universal Expansion _CTD Support Letter (1).pdf
120K

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org> Mon, Dec 18, 2023 at 3:25 PM
To: Cristine Villorante <cris.villorante@lacity.org>
Cc: Mashael Majid <mashael.majid@lacity.org>, Karo Torossian <Karo.torossian@lacity.org>, Star Parsamyan
<star.parsamyan@lacity.org>, Emma Howard <emma.howard@lacity.org>, Pamela Thornton <Pamela.Thornton@lacity.org>,
Doane Liu <doane.liu@lacity.org>

Good afternoon 

Thank you for your email and letter regarding the Hilton Universal Project, ENV-2017-5424.

Your email and letter will be added to the case file and will be part of the Project's DEIR administrative record.

Jim

Jim Harris
Major Projects
Los Angeles City Planning

221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1241 | Planning4LA.org

Please note that on January 22, 2024 the Processes and Procedures Ordinance will become operative. Applications filed
on or after this date are required to use the new forms available on the Department’s Forms page.
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CITY TOURISM DEPARTMENT

LOS ANGELES CONVENTION CENTER
1201 S. FIGUEROA STREET
LOS ANGELES, CA 90015

(213) 765-4601

December 18, 2023

James Harris, City Planner Via Email
City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning
221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Mr. Harris:

SUBJECT: Case Number: ENV-2017-5424-EIR

As Executive Director of the Los Angeles City Tourism Department (CTD), I would like to
express our support for the Hilton Universal’s proposed expansion project at 555 Universal
Hollywood Drive. The project would further the City’s goals of increasing tourism growth by
adding more hotel rooms to meet future demand, which in turn increases economic
development of the region and creates long-term benefits for our residents, businesses, and
other stakeholders.

The mission of CTD is to enhance and increase Los Angeles’ prominence as a world- class
tourist and convention destination. CTD promotes policies that drive economic
development, create jobs, and improve the experience visitors have when visiting the City’s
unique cultural, sports, entertainment, and leisure attractions. The Hilton Universal has
been a staple of the San Fernando Valley for decades and is one of the largest hotels in the
region. Operating at or near capacity year-round, the Hilton Universal’s proposed expansion
aligns with CTD’s goals. By opening in advance of the 2028 Summer Olympics, the Hilton
Universal’s expansion will add desperately needed hotel rooms to the distinctive culture and
character of Universal City.

As you may know, CTD recently completed the City’s first Tourism Master Plan, which is
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James Harris
Page 2 of 2
December 18, 2023

a destination management plan that analyzes Los Angeles’ tourism assets and looks at
what infrastructure is required in order to handle the large increase in visitation expected in
the upcoming years. The Tourism Master Plan contains many important recommendations
to develop and position Los Angeles as a leading tourist destination. Understandably, one of
the key recommendations is to identify and advocate for new hotel development
opportunities.

The Hilton Universal Expansion project would deliver 395 new rooms, which would improve
the City’s hotel stock and be consistent with the goals of the Tourism Master Plan. Hotels
are essential providers of high-quality jobs and account for a substantial part of the
workforce in Los Angeles County. These entry-level, well-paying jobs lead to careers and
economic stability.

Also, the project has the ability to improve the City’s tax base and help Los Angeles recover
from the economic effects of the pandemic. CTD welcomes projects willing to invest in the
City and facilitate a post-pandemic recovery of the hospitality industry. Accordingly, CTD
feels that the Hilton Universal Expansion aligns with its mission, the City’s major
tourism-related initiatives, and the Tourism Master Plan, and thus encourages the City to
approve the project and ensure that the applicant can feasibly
develop it.

For the reasons noted above, and generally to advance the San Fernando Valley and the
City of Los Angeles as a world-class destination, CTD enthusiastically supports the Hilton
Universal Expansion project and looks forward to its approval and eventual opening.

Respectfully submitted,

Doane Liu
Executive Director

DL:DL
Exec. Ref. 23-173

cc: Councilmember Nithya Raman, Council District 4
Council President Paul Krekorian, Council District 2
Councilmember Traci Park, Council District 11
Councilmember Hugo Soto-Martinez, Council District 13
Councilmember Tim McOsker, Council District 15



FORM GEN. 160 (Rev. 8-12)

CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

DATE: January 9, 2024

TO: Vincent P.Bertoni, Director of Planning
Department of City Planning

Attn: James Harris, City Planner
Department of City Planning

FROM: Rowena Lau, Division Manager
Wastewater Engineering Services Division
LA Sanitation and Environment

SUBJECT: HILTON UNIVERSAL CITY PROJECT - NOTICE OF COMPLETION
AND AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

This is in response to your November 16, 2023 Notice of Completion and Availability of Draft
Environmental Impact Report for the proposed Hilton Universal City Project located at 555
Universal Hollywood Drive, Universal City, CA 91608. LA Sanitation, Wastewater Engineering
Services Division has received and logged the notification. Upon review, there were no changes
to the project and the previous response is valid. Please notify our office in the instance that
additional environmental review is necessary for this project.

If you have any questions, please call Than Win at (323) 342-6268 or email at
than.win@lacity.org.

RL/TW: sa

c: Julie Allen, LASAN
Michael Scaduto, LASAN
Spencer Yu, LASAN
Than Win, LASAN

File Location: CEQA Review\FINAL CEQA Response LTRs\FINAL DRAFT\Hilton Universal City Project - NOC & NOA of dEIR.docx
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“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment” 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA------- CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DISTRICT 7 
100 S. MAIN STREET, MS 16 
LOS ANGELES, CA  90012 
PHONE  (213) 269-1124 
FAX  (213) 897-1337 
TTY  711 
www.dot.ca.gov

Making Conservation 
a California Way of Life 

January 10, 2024 

James Harris, City Planner 
Department of City Planning 
City of Los Angeles 
221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1350 
Los Angeles, CA 90212 

RE: Hilton Universal City Project 
 SCH # 2020100057 
 Vic. LA-101/PM 9.66 to 10.35 
 GTS # LA-2020-04377-DEIR 

Dear James Harris: 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 
environmental review process for the above-referenced environmental document.  The 
Hilton Universal City Project (Project) involves the construction of an approximately 
300,000 square-foot, 18-story Hotel Expansion Building in addition to the existing 24-story 
Hilton Universal City Hotel.  The Hotel Expansion Building would be comprised of 395 
guestrooms, a spa, restaurant, indoor/outdoor bar, two pools, a single-level lobby 
connecting to the existing hotel building, a meeting room addition to the ancillary building, 
and a three-level expansion of the existing subterranean parking garage.  Upon 
completion of the Project, the Hilton Universal City Project would provide 890 guestrooms 
and 697,521 square feet of floor area.   

Caltrans is aware of the challenges that the region faces in identifying viable solutions to 
alleviating congestion on State and Local facilities.  With limited room to expand vehicular 
capacity, all future developments should incorporate multi-modal and complete streets 
transportation elements that will actively promote alternatives to car use and better 
manage existing parking assets.  Prioritizing and allocating space to efficient modes of 
travel such as bicycling and public transit can allow streets to transport more people in a 
fixed amount of right-of-way.   

Caltrans supports the implementation of complete streets and pedestrian safety 
measures such as road diets and other traffic calming measures.  Please note the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) recognizes the road diet treatment as a proven safety 
countermeasure, and the cost of a road diet can be significantly reduced if implemented 
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James Harris, City Planner 
January 10, 2024 
Page 2 of 6 

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment” 

in tandem with routine street resurfacing.  Overall, the environmental report should ensure 
all modes are served well by planning and development activities.  This includes reducing 
single occupancy vehicle trips, ensuring safety, reducing vehicle miles traveled, 
supporting accessibility, and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Mobility Plan 
Mobility Plan 2035 includes numerous policies and programs that are applicable to 
development associated with the Project.  Overall, the Project design and its features 
supporting multimodal transportation would not conflict with transportation policies, 
standards, or programs in Mobility Plan 2035 adopted to protect the environment and 
reduce VMT. 

Sherman Oak-Studio City-Toluca Lake-Cahuenga Pass Community Plan 
The evaluation of the Project's consistency with the applicable policies and programs of 
the Community Plan involves determining whether there is any conflict.  The analysis 
reveals that the Project aligns with all relevant policies and programs outlined in the 
Community Plan, indicating no conflicts. 

Additional Policies and Programs 
a. LADOT Manual of Policies and Procedures
b. Vision Zero
c. Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles
d. Citywide Design Guidelines
e. Mobility Hubs Reader’s Guide
f. Walkability Checklist

Overall, The Project is in alignment with programs, plans, ordinances, or policies related 
to the circulation system, encompassing transit, roadways, bicycle, and pedestrian 
facilities.  These have been established to enhance mobility by providing alternatives to 
single-passenger vehicles and reducing vehicle miles traveled (VMT).  Consequently, the 
Project's impacts are anticipated to be less than significant. 

Transit 
The Project Site is located within a Transit Priority Area and is currently served by many 
local lines and regional/commuter lines via stops located within convenient walking 
distance along Universal Hollywood Drive and Lankershim Boulevard.  The transit lines 
include: Metro Local Lines 150/240, 155, 224, and 237, Metro Rapid Line 750, the Metro 
B Line (Red), and the Burbank Bus Pink Route. 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Project Site Access 
Pedestrian access to the Project Site will continue to be provided via Universal Hollywood 
Drive.  The north side of the existing driveway is improved with sidewalks, and the 
outbound driveway approach at Universal Hollywood Drive is improved with a striped 
crosswalk and American with Disabilities Act (ADA) access ramps with yellow truncated 
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James Harris, City Planner 
January 10, 2024 
Page 3 of 6 

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment” 

domes.  A pedestrian path along the south side from the Project Site to the sidewalk along 
the Project Site’s Universal Hollywood Drive frontage has been identified as a potential 
off-site improvement.  Bicycle access to the Project Site will continue to be provided via 
Universal Hollywood Drive.  The Project will provide 118 bicycle parking on-site for hotel 
guests, visitors, and employees of the Project.  

VMT 
The Project would generate 8.8 daily work VMT per employee, which is below the 
threshold of significance for the South Valley APC of 11.6 daily work VMT per employee. 
It should be noted that the Project would incorporate Project Design Feature TRAF-PDF-
1 (TDM Program), which includes TDM strategies.  A TDM Program can be considered 
as a Project Design Feature if no VMT impact would result without consideration of the 
associated TDM strategies.  Accordingly, without consideration of the TDM strategies, the 
Project would generate a total of 4,902 daily vehicle trips and generate 10.0 daily work 
VMT per employee, which would still be below the threshold of significance for the South 
Valley APC of 11.6 daily work VMT per employee. 

The project’s quality restaurant, high-turnover restaurant, bar/lounge, and spa 
components, which total 25,397 square feet of floor area, are considered local serving 
retail uses.  As the Project’s local-serving retail uses total less than 50,000 square feet, a 
no-impact determination can be made as it relates to VMT for these uses. 

The proposed Project may demonstrate not significantly contribute to visitor/guest trips 
when located closer to commonly frequented destinations for guests and visitors 
compared to other existing hotels.  This positioning can result in shorter overall visitor 
trips compared to what would be expected without the Project.  Specifically, the Project 
will build 395 guestrooms across Universal Hollywood Drive from Universal Studios 
Hollywood and Universal CityWalk.  The Existing Hotel Building stands as the nearest 
hotel to the main entrance of Universal Studios Hollywood and Universal CityWalk, with 
the Sheraton Universal being the only other hotel in close proximity to these destinations, 
adjoining the Project Site to the west. 

Given the Project's proximity to Universal Studios Hollywood and Universal CityWalk, it 
is plausible that many hotel visitors/guests would opt for walking between these 
destinations and the Project Site.  These walking trips could potentially replace existing 
vehicle trips to these destinations by visitors staying at off-site hotels.  Furthermore, the 
Existing Hotel Building already offers a shuttle service for transporting visitors and guests 
to and from Universal Studios Hollywood and Universal CityWalk, a service that would be 
extended to future visitors and guests of the Project, thereby further reducing vehicle trips. 
Moreover, the Project is designed to provide 118 bicycle parking facilities for visitors and 
guests, in accordance with the requirements of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC). 

Considering the Project's provision of 395 additional guestrooms in close proximity to 
Universal Studios Hollywood and Universal CityWalk, its shuttle service, and the inclusion 
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James Harris, City Planner 
January 10, 2024 
Page 4 of 6 

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment” 

of bicycle parking amenities, it can be concluded that the Project would not contribute to 
significant visitor/guest trips.  Therefore, the associated Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
impacts are anticipated to be less than significant. 

TRAF-PDF-1: Transportation Demand Management Program (TDM) 
The applicant will implement a TDM Program for the Hotel Expansion Building and 
Meeting Room Addition aimed at discouraging single-occupancy vehicle trips and 
encouraging alternative modes of transportation, such as carpooling, taking transit, 
walking, and biking.  The Existing Hotel Building currently implements these four 
strategies and will continue to do so upon completion of the Project.  The strategies in the 
TDM Program will include: 

a. Transit Subsidies-Caltrans recommends long-term subsidies.
b. Promotions and Marketing
c. Include Bicycle Parking: The Project will provide 54 short-term and 64 long-

term bicycle parking spaces.
d. Include Secure Bicycle Parking and Showers

The Project Design Feature TRAF-PDF-1, involving a Transportation Demand 
Management (TDM) Program, leads to a noteworthy 19.5 percent reduction in both 
overall Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) and associated pollutant emissions.  We concur that 
the applicant is adding electric vehicle charging stations to promote energy-efficient 
transportation.   

In addition to the proposed TDM, we encourage the Lead Agency to evaluate the potential 
of Transportation Demand Management (TDM) strategies and Intelligent Transportation 
System (ITS) applications in order to better manage the transportation network, as well 
as transit service and bicycle or pedestrian connectivity improvements.  For additional 
TDM options, please refer to the Federal Highway Administration’s Integrating Demand 
Management into the Transportation Planning Process: A Desk Reference (Chapter 8).  
This reference is available online at: 

http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop12035/fhwahop12035.pdf 

TRAF-PDF-2:  Construction Management Plan. 
Prior to the issuance of a demolition permit or building permit for the Project, a detailed 
Construction Management Plan (CMP), including street closure information, traffic 
management strategies, detour plans, haul routes and a staging plan, will be prepared 
and submitted to the City for review and approval.  The CMP will ensure access will 
remain unobstructed for land uses in proximity to the Project Site during Project 
construction and will require coordination with the City and emergency service providers 
to ensure adequate access, including emergency access, is maintained to the Project 
Site and neighboring businesses and residences. 

http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop12035/fhwahop12035.pdf
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James Harris, City Planner 
January 10, 2024 
Page 5 of 6 

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment” 

Freeway Safety Analysis 
The Project would add 29 trips to the US-101 Southbound Off-Ramp at Lankershim 
Boulevard during the weekday PM peak hour.  The Project would not add 25 trips during 
the weekday AM and PM peak hours at other freeway off-ramps in the immediate vicinity 
of the Project Site. 

The change in queue length associated with the Project at the US-101 Freeway 
Southbound Off-Ramp right-turn approach under Future Cumulative with Project 
conditions increases by approximately 27 feet (i.e., just over one vehicle length) during 
the weekday PM peak hour.  This extension in queue length can be accommodated by 
the existing off-ramp and the vehicle queue would not extend onto the mainline.  The 
change in queue length at the US-101 Freeway Southbound Off Ramp right-turn 
approach would be less than the City’s threshold of two vehicles, the Project would cause 
a less than significant freeway safety impact.  There is no change in queue length 
associated with the Project’s PM peak hour trips at the US-101 Freeway Southbound Off-
Ramp’s left-turn and through approaches.  Therefore, the Project would cause a less-
than-significant freeway safety impact. 

On Table 4-2 Freeway Off-Ramp Queue Evaluation US-101 Freeway Southbound off-
ramp at Lankershim Boulevard Weekday PM Peak Hour of the Appendix K Transportation 
Assessment, this analysis should disclose existing condition queuing length and existing 
condition plus project condition for the off-ramp from the stop bar to the gore point to 
demonstrate the project traffic would not exceed the ramp storage to mainline.  
Additionally, a footnote should be incorporated into the table to specify that the existing 
condition data utilizes actual signal timing, which is obtained from either Caltrans or 
LADOT traffic data. This footnote is essential to provide clarity and transparency 
regarding the source of information used for the existing condition analysis. 

Potential Corrective Measures on Caltrans’ Right-Of-Way 
Universal Studios Boulevard functions as a private street at the freeway on-ramp.  The 
southbound Universal Studios Boulevard left-turn approach is expected to experience an 
increase in queue length, extending to approximately four car lengths during the PM Peak 
Hour due to the project.  To address this, the proposed improvement involves adjusting 
the traffic signal timing plan to allocate additional green time specifically for the 
southbound Universal Studios Boulevard left-turn approach.  It's important to note that 
this intersection falls under the jurisdiction of Caltrans, and any modifications or 
improvements to this intersection are subject to thorough review and approval by 
Caltrans.   

Please be reminded that any work performed within the State Right-of-way will require an 
Encroachment Permit from Caltrans.  Any modifications to State facilities must meet all 
mandatory design standards and specifications.   
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James Harris, City Planner 
January 10, 2024 
Page 6 of 6 

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment” 

Others 
Any transportation of heavy construction equipment and/or materials that requires the use 
of oversized transport vehicles on State highways will need a Caltrans transportation 
permit.  We recommend that large-size truck trips be limited to off-peak commute periods.  
Any debris on the construction truck must be covered by a tarpaulin cover.   

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Alan Lin the project coordinator 
at (213) 269-1124 and refer to GTS # LA-2020-04377-DEIR. 

Sincerely, 

FRANCES DUONG 
Acting LDR/CEQA Branch Chief 

email: State Clearinghouse 
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11/21/23, 11:59 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - SUPPORT for Universal Hilton DEIR

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e78738f45a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1783198936895233525&simpl=msg-f:17831989368952335… 1/2

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org>

SUPPORT for Universal Hilton DEIR
2 messages

Annette H. Tijerina <atijerina@laocbuildingtrades.org> Tue, Nov 21, 2023 at 10:23 AM
To: "james.harris@lacity.org" <james.harris@lacity.org>
Cc: "mashael.majid@lacity.org" <mashael.majid@lacity.org>, Ernesto Medrano <emedrano@laocbuildingtrades.org>

James –

Please find our support letter to the LA City Planning Department for the Universal Hilton Expansion Project located in the
San Fernando Valley.

If you have any questions, please contact me directly.

Respectfully,

Ernesto Medrano, Executive Secretary

LA/OC Building and Construction Trades Council

1626 Beverly Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA  90026

C: 714-651-7273

T: 213-483-4222 F: 213-483-4419

E: emedrano@laocbuildingtrades.org

Sent by:

Annette H

Tijerina

Executive Assistant

LA/OC Building Trades Council

1626 Beverly Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90026

213-483-4222

atijerina@laocbuildingtrades.org

ORG 1
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James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org> Tue, Nov 21, 2023 at 11:59 AM
To: "Annette H. Tijerina" <atijerina@laocbuildingtrades.org>
Cc: "mashael.majid@lacity.org" <mashael.majid@lacity.org>, Ernesto Medrano <emedrano@laocbuildingtrades.org>

Good afternoon 

Thank you for your comment. It will be added to the record for the Project and Draft EIR.

Jim 

Jim Harris
Major Projects
Los Angeles City Planning

221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1241 | Planning4LA.org

[Quoted text hidden]



Los Angeles I Orange Counties 
Building and Construction 

Trades Council 

1626 Beverly Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90026-5784 

Phone (213) 483-4222 
(714) 827-6791

Fax (213) 483-4419 

Affiliated with the Building & Co11structio11 Trades Dept., AFL-C/O 

James Harris 
City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning 
221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 1350 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Email: James.Harris@lacity.org 

Re: Case Number: ENV-2017-5424-EIR 

Dear Mr. Harris: 

The Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building and Construction Trades Council represents 150,000 
skilled construction workers in 48 local unions and district councils. 

We strongly suppo1i the proposed Hilton Universal Expansion Project located at 555 E. 
Universal Hollywood Drive in the San Fernando Valley. 

Creating jobs and new revenue sources has never been more vital for Los Angeles. Our Building 
Trades unions are in an unprecedented drive to recruit new members from underserved 
communities, including veterans, women, the formerly incarcerated and those with other barriers 
to employment. Many of these new members are Los Angeles residents. Our all-union projects 
such as the Hilton create years of opportunity for these Angelenos. Hiring local residents also 
cuts down commute times and is environmentally friendly. 

We suppo1i development that will help facilitate significant and sustainable employment growth. 
With the creation of over 900 construction jobs, hundreds of permanent jobs, and a projected $6 
million in annual revenue generation to the City, this project will help power the local economy 
and aid in the region's recovery. 

In addition to the tremendous economic benefits, this represents a major oppmiunity to add 
desperately needed hotel rooms to the existing Hilton Universal, which is operating at or near 
capacity year-round. Located directly adjacent to the Universal Studios Hollywood theme park, 
the addition's 395 rooms and new restaurants and amenities for tourists and local community 
members alike will be a win-win for our City. 

We believe in building for the future. This project will create jobs, provide revenue to the City 
and provide much-needed hotel rooms to meet future demand. Our Building Trades unions stand 
strongly, together, to build it. 

CC: masha 1.majid@lacity.org (CD4 Planning Director) 

(R'.�\!J 
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12/11/23, 7:32 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - VICA Letter of Support - Hilton Universal Expansion DEIR
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James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org>

VICA Letter of Support - Hilton Universal Expansion DEIR
2 messages

Victor Reyes <Victor@vica.com> Fri, Dec 8, 2023 at 5:03 PM
To: "James.Harris@lacity.org" <James.Harris@lacity.org>
Cc: "mashael.majid@lacity.org" <mashael.majid@lacity.org>

Good afternoon,

Please see VICA’s attached letter of support for the Hilton Universal Expansion Project, Case # ENV-2017-5424-EIR.

Feel free to reach out if you have any questions to this email, or my cell (747)246-1510.

All the best,

Victor Reyes-Morelos

Legislative Affairs Manager

Valley Industry & Commerce Association

www.vica.com 

Office: 818-817-0545

Cell: 747-246-1510

Hilton DEIR Letter of Support.pdf
165K

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org> Mon, Dec 11, 2023 at 7:32 AM
To: Victor Reyes <Victor@vica.com>
Cc: "mashael.majid@lacity.org" <mashael.majid@lacity.org>

Good morning

Thank you for your email and letter. They will be added to the case file and will also be part of the administrative record for
CEQA.

Jim

ORG 2



12/11/23, 7:32 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - VICA Letter of Support - Hilton Universal Expansion DEIR

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e78738f45a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1784764298856827810&simpl=msg-f:17847642988568278… 2/2

Jim Harris
Major Projects
Los Angeles City Planning

221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1241 | Planning4LA.org
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Valley Industry & Commerce Association • 16600 Sherman Way, Suite 170 Van Nuys, CA 91406 • phone: 818.817.0545 • fax: 

818.907.7934 • www.vica.com 

December 8, 2023 

James Harris 
City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning 
221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 1350 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 

RE: Case Number: ENV-2017-5424-EIR 

Dear Mr. Harris, 

The Valley Industry & Commerce Association (VICA) is the San Fernando Valley’s most 
influential business advocacy group devoted to advancing the economic interests and 
opportunities of its members through effective legislative correspondence, civic leadership 
representation, and conscious community engagement. 

VICA supports the Hilton Universal Expansion Project that would add 395 new rooms, restaurants, 
and other amenities to the existing property. This proposal reflects Sun Hill Properties’ continued 
investment in the future of Los Angeles and the local economy as the region prepares for the 2028 
Summer Olympics and more record-breaking tourism in the future.   

The Los Angeles Tourism and Convention Board projects that in 2023, Los Angeles will welcome 
approximately 50 million visitors, which is 98% of pre-pandemic levels. Additionally, they project 31 
million room nights to be sold in 2023, exceeding pre-pandemic levels. The Hilton Universal, which 
has long been recognized as the largest hotel in the San Fernando Valley, is back to operating at or 
near capacity year-round, representing a shining example of the remarkable post-covid recovery of 
our local hospitality industry. While these added accommodations are critical to the region’s goals for 
meeting future demand, it’s not the only significant economic benefit that will stem from this vitally 
impactful project.  

During construction, the Hilton Universal Expansion Project is projected to create over 900 jobs in 
the San Fernando Valley. Once the expansion is operational, the new addition will create hundreds 
of new permanent jobs and is projected to generate over $6 million in annual revenue for the City of 
Los Angeles.  

The Hilton Universal is a tremendous asset and staple of the San Fernando Valley community.  We 

support their proposed expansion and all the economic benefits that will come with it.  

Sincerely, 

Stuart Waldman 
VICA President 

ORG 2 (cont.)
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11/20/23, 3:02 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Hilton Universal Expansion

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e78738f45a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1783116451966509398&simpl=msg-f:17831164519665093… 1/1

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org>

Hilton Universal Expansion
2 messages

Brandon Cane <brandoncane@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 20, 2023 at 12:32 PM
To: James.Harris@lacity.org
Cc: mashael.majid@lacity.org

To James Harris:

As a Council District 4 homeowner and voter, I would like to go on record in support of the Hilton Universal’s plans to add 395 new
rooms to the property. Just a few years ago, it felt like the economy was never coming back.  Stores were closed, no one was traveling,
and the future seemed murky. As a Valley business owner myself, it’s been remarkable to see our region recover as quickly as it has.
To watch landmark hotels like the Hilton Universal moving forward with plans to expand is a great indicator for not just the
hospitality sector, but for all aspects of the economy.  More rooms means more jobs, more capacity for tourism, and more local
spending.  Let’s keep up the positive momentum and get this project approved and built.  

Best,

Brandon

3246 Longridge Terrace

Los Angeles, CA 91423

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org> Mon, Nov 20, 2023 at 12:36 PM
To: Brandon Cane <brandoncane@gmail.com>
Cc: mashael.majid@lacity.org

Good afternoon Brandon

Thank you for your comment. It will be added to the record for the Project and Draft EIR.

Jim 

Jim Harris
Major Projects
Los Angeles City Planning

221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1241 | Planning4LA.org

[Quoted text hidden]

IND 1



11/27/23, 6:58 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Hilton Universal Project

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e78738f45a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1783282085565213541&simpl=msg-f:17832820855652135… 1/1

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org>

Hilton Universal Project
2 messages

Corilyn Oliva <corilynkoliva@yahoo.com> Wed, Nov 22, 2023 at 8:25 AM
To: James.Harris@lacity.org
Cc: mashael.majid@lacity.org

Dear Mr. Harris,

I am writing today in support of the Hilton Universal’s proposed expansion project. 

As a lifelong San Fernando Valley resident who currently lives about 5 minutes away from the property, I can
tell you that this hotel is not just for tourist. It’s also heavily patronized by folks in the neighborhood like me,
notably for Café Sierra and Five on the Hill.  It’s also where I recommend friends to stay when they come to
town from out-of-state with plans to visit Universal Studios.

I love this place, and seeing it flourishing again post-pandemic is hopefully a sign of full recovery. I am all for
their expansion, especially the new restaurants that will be added.  The Hilton Universal is a staple of this
community, and I look forward to seeing the project approved and built!

Thank you for your consideration.

Corilyn Oliva 
10835 Moorpark St.
Los Angeles, CA

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org> Mon, Nov 27, 2023 at 6:58 AM
To: Corilyn Oliva <corilynkoliva@yahoo.com>
Cc: mashael.majid@lacity.org

Good morning

Thank you for your email.

Your comment will be added to the DEIR record and the accompanying case file.

Jim

Jim Harris
Major Projects
Los Angeles City Planning

221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1241 | Planning4LA.org

[Quoted text hidden]
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11/29/23, 12:47 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Hilton Universal Expansion

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e78738f45a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1783932678870529978&simpl=msg-f:17839326788705299… 1/2

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org>

Hilton Universal Expansion 
2 messages

Cosmo Contour <cosmocontour@yahoo.com> Wed, Nov 29, 2023 at 12:45 PM
To: James.Harris@lacity.org, mashael.majid@lacity.org, Nathan Shapiro <nshapiro@marathon-com.com>

Dear Mr. Harris,

I am writing today in support of the Hilton Universal’s proposed expansion project.

As the CEO of Cosmo Contour & Spa located at 3743 Cahuenga Boulevard, right across the 101 freeway from the
proposed project, I know that this expansion will benefit numerous local businesses like my own. It will bring more visitors
to the Valley and strengthen our regional economy for years to come.

Especially after the Covid-19 pandemic, this project is needed more than ever.

I look forward to seeing the project approved and built!

Thank you for your consideration.

Nicole King, Owner
Cosmo Contour & Spa
3743 Cahuenga Boulevard
Studio City, CA 91604

COSMO CONTOUR & SPA
📍Warner Center, Canoga Park
📍Studio City, Los Angeles CA 
📍Coconut Grove, Miami FL

LA Spa: 818.330.5220
Cell: 818.835.9077 
MIA Spa:  305.528.3231

Website: www.cosmocontourspa.com
Email: info@cosmocontourspa.com
Instagram @cosmocontour 

As seen on Selling Sunset 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=9sq6o5LrMXc&feature=youtu.be

As seen on NBC News 
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/california-live/inside-the-first-infrared-cardio-studio/2975779/

Infrared Equipment 
https://cosmo-contour-sweat.myshopify.com/collections/infrared-exercise

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org> Wed, Nov 29, 2023 at 12:47 PM
To: Cosmo Contour <cosmocontour@yahoo.com>
Cc: mashael.majid@lacity.org, Nathan Shapiro <nshapiro@marathon-com.com>

Good afternoon

Thank you for your comment.
It will be added to the case file and the record for the DEIR.

IND 3



11/29/23, 12:47 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Hilton Universal Expansion

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e78738f45a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1783932678870529978&simpl=msg-f:17839326788705299… 2/2

Jim

Jim Harris
Major Projects
Los Angeles City Planning

221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1241 | Planning4LA.org

[Quoted text hidden]



12/12/23, 2:26 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - (no subject)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e78738f45a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1785116235004755767&simpl=msg-f:17851162350047557… 1/3

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org>

(no subject)
3 messages

James Elmendorf <jelmendorf@laane.org> Tue, Dec 12, 2023 at 2:18 PM
To: councilmember.hernandez@lacity.org, councilmember.Krekorian@lacity.org, councilmember.blumenfield@lacity.org,
contactCD4@lacity.org, councilmember.yaroslavsky@lacity.org, councilmember.padilla@lacity.org,
councilmember.rodriguez@lacity.org, councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org, councilmember.price@lacity.org,
cd10@lacity.org, councilmember.park@lacity.org, councilmember.Lee@lacity.org, councilmember.soto-martinez@lacity.org,
councilmember.kevindeleon@lacity.org, councilmember.mcosker@lacity.org
Cc: James.Harris@lacity.org, mashael.majid@lacity.org

Honorable City Council:

The Hilton Los Angeles/Universal City hotel is working to create more jobs in our
community through a proposed expansion that would add 395 new rooms as part of
an 18-story hotel addition to the property. Given the recent release of the project’s
Draft Environmental Impact Report highlighting this plan, I hope you will stand with
me in support of their expansion, which will lead to the creation of hundreds of
quality, new hospitality jobs.

Thank you.

James Elemendorf

Policy Director, LAANE

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org> Tue, Dec 12, 2023 at 2:26 PM
To: James Elmendorf <jelmendorf@laane.org>
Cc: councilmember.hernandez@lacity.org, councilmember.Krekorian@lacity.org, councilmember.blumenfield@lacity.org,
contactCD4@lacity.org, councilmember.yaroslavsky@lacity.org, councilmember.padilla@lacity.org,
councilmember.rodriguez@lacity.org, councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org, councilmember.price@lacity.org,
cd10@lacity.org, councilmember.park@lacity.org, councilmember.Lee@lacity.org, councilmember.soto-martinez@lacity.org,
councilmember.kevindeleon@lacity.org, councilmember.mcosker@lacity.org, mashael.majid@lacity.org

Good afternoon

Thank you for your email and comment on the Hilton Universal Project.
The comment will be added to the administrative record for the CEQA and to the case file.

Jim 
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12/12/23, 2:26 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - (no subject)
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Jim Harris
Major Projects
Los Angeles City Planning

221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1241 | Planning4LA.org

[Quoted text hidden]

Councilmember Rodriguez <councilmember.rodriguez@lacity.org> Tue, Dec 12, 2023 at 2:26 PM
To: james.harris@lacity.org

Hello,

Thank you for taking the time to contact my office, and we appreciate your message. Due to the high volume of messages
we receive, we will respond to your message in a timely manner. 

Please do not hesitate to contact any of the district offices if you have any additional questions. 

For media requests, please email: cd7.comms@lacity.org

We look forward to working together to provide the best services for our neighborhoods. 

Pacoima District Office
13520 Van Nuys Blvd. Ste 209
Pacoima, CA 91331
818-485-0600

Sylmar District Office
14117 Hubbard St., D#1
Sylmar, CA 91342
818-756-8409

Sunland-Tujunga District Office
7747 Foothill Blvd.
Tujunga, CA 91042
818-352-3287

Los Angeles City Hall- Downtown
200 N. Spring St. Rm 455
Los Angeles, CA 90012
213-473-7007

--

Sincerely, 



12/12/23, 2:26 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - (no subject)
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Councilwoman Monica Rodriguez, 7th District 
200 N Spring Street, Rm 455, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone: 213-473-7007 Fax: 213-847-0707
www.monicarodriguez.org



12/13/23, 2:48 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - (no subject)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e78738f45a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1785208509294821733&simpl=msg-f:17852085092948217… 1/4

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org>

(no subject)
2 messages

Julio Lopez <jclopez051568@gmail.com> Wed, Dec 13, 2023 at 2:44 PM
To: James.Harris@lacity.org
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12/13/23, 2:48 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - (no subject)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e78738f45a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1785208509294821733&simpl=msg-f:17852085092948217… 2/4

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org> Wed, Dec 13, 2023 at 2:48 PM
To: Julio Lopez <jclopez051568@gmail.com>

Hello Mr. Harris: 

My name is Julio Lopez and I am a 
member of Unite Here Local 11. 
Understanding that the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report is now 
circulating, I want to voice my support 
for the Hilton Universal City 
expansion project. 

I know that Hilton Universal City 
supports workers like me, and I ask 
you to support their efforts by 
approving this project. 

Thank you. 

Subject: Hilton Universal Expansion 



12/13/23, 2:48 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - (no subject)
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Good afternoon Julio

Thank you for your email. This will be added to both the case file and to the administrative record for the Draft EIR of the
Project.

Jim

Jim Harris
Major Projects
Los Angeles City Planning

221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1241 | Planning4LA.org

          
Please note that on January 22, 2024 the Processes and Procedures Ordinance will become operative. Applications filed
on or after this date are required to use the new forms available on the Department’s Forms page.

On Wed, Dec 13, 2023 at 2:45 PM Julio Lopez <jclopez051568@gmail.com> wrote:
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12/13/23, 1:54 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - hHilton Universal Expansion

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e78738f45a&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1785202549457604821&simpl=msg-f:17852025494576048… 1/1

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org>

hHilton Universal Expansion
2 messages

Mark Alcala <somex301@gmail.com> Wed, Dec 13, 2023 at 1:10 PM
To: "james.harris@lacity.org" <james.harris@lacity.org>, "mashael.majid@lacity.org" <mashael.majid@lacity.org>

Hello Mr. Harris:
My name is Mark A Alcalaand I am a member of Local 11.Understanding that the Draft Environmental Impact Report is
now circulating,I want to voice my support for the Hilton Universal City expansion project.

I know that Hilton Universal City supports workers like me,and I ask you to support their effort by approving this project.
thank you.

James Harris <james.harris@lacity.org> Wed, Dec 13, 2023 at 1:54 PM
To: Mark Alcala <somex301@gmail.com>
Cc: "mashael.majid@lacity.org" <mashael.majid@lacity.org>

Good afternoon

Thank you for your comment and email. These will be added to the case file as well as to the Draft EIR administrative
record.

Jim

Jim Harris
Major Projects
Los Angeles City Planning

221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1350
Los Angeles, CA 90012
T: (213) 978-1241 | Planning4LA.org

Please note that on January 22, 2024 the Processes and Procedures Ordinance will become operative. Applications filed
on or after this date are required to use the new forms available on the Department’s Forms page.

[Quoted text hidden]
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