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STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom, Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

October 7, 2020

Liz Denniston
Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Program

Via Email to: liz@paleosolutions.com

Re: Native American Tribal Consultation, Pursuant to the Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52), Amendments
to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Chapter 532, Statutes of 2014), Public
Resources Code Sections 5097.94 (m), 21073, 21074, 21080.3.1, 21080.3.2, 21082.3, 21083.09,
21084.2 and 21084.3, Metro North Hollywood to Pasadena BRT Project, Los Angeles County

Dear Ms. Denniston:

Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1 (c), attached is a consultation list of tribes
that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the above-listed
project. Please note that the intent of the AB 52 amendments to CEQA is to avoid and/or
mitigate impacts to tribal cultural resources, (Pub. Resources Code §21084.3 (a)) (“Public
agencies shall, when feasible, avoid damaging effects to any tribal cultural resource.”)

Public Resources Code sections 21080.3.1 and 21084.3(c) require CEQA lead agencies to
consult with California Native American tribes that have requested notice from such agencies
of proposed projects in the geographic area that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with
the tribes on projects for which a Notice of Preparation or Notice of Negative Declaration or
Mitigated Negative Declaration has been filed on or after July 1, 2015. Specifically, Public
Resources Code section 21080.3.1 (d) provides:

Within 14 days of determining that an application for a project is complete or a decision by a
public agency to undertake a project, the lead agency shall provide formal notification to the
designated contact of, or a tribal representative of, traditionally and culturally affiiated
California Native American tribes that have requested notice, which shall be accomplished by
means of at least one written notification that includes a brief description of the proposed
project and its location, the lead agency contact information, and a notification that the
California Native American tribe has 30 days to request consultation pursuant to this section.

The AB 52 amendments to CEQA law does not preclude initiating consultation with the tribes
that are culturally and traditionally affiliated within your jurisdiction prior to receiving requests for
notification of projects in the tribe’s areas of traditional and cultural affiliation. The Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) recommends, but does not require, early consultation
as a best practice to ensure that lead agencies receive sufficient information about cultural
resources in a project area to avoid damaging effects to tribal cultural resources.

The NAHC also recommends, but does not require that agencies should also include with their
notification letters, information regarding any cultural resources assessment that has been
completed on the area of potential effect (APE), such as:

1. The results of any record search that may have been conducted at an Information Center of
the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS), including, but not limited to:

¢ Alisting of any and all known cultural resources that have already been recorded
on or adjacent to the APE, such as known archaeological sites;
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Barbareno/Ventureno Band of

Mission Indians

Julie Tumamait-Stenslie,
Chairperson

365 North Poli Ave

Ojai, CA, 93023

Phone: (805) 646 - 6214
jtumamait@hotmail.com

Chumash Council of
Bakersfield

Julio Quair, Chairperson

729 Texas Street
Bakersfield, CA, 93307
Phone: (661) 322 - 0121
chumashtribe@sbcglobal.net

Coastal Band of the Chumash

Nation

Mariza Sullivan, Chairperson
P. O. Box 4464

Santa Barbara, CA, 93140
Phone: (805) 665 - 0486
cbentribalchair@gmail.com

Fernandeno Tataviam Band of

Mission Indians

Jairo Avila, Tribal Historic and
Cultural Preservation Officer
1019 Second Street, Suite 1
San Fernando, CA, 91340
Phone: (818) 837 - 0794

Fax: (818) 837-0796
jairo.avila@tataviam-nsn.us

Fernandeno Tataviam Band of

Mission Indians

Rudy Ortega, Tribal President
1019 Second Street, Suite 1
San Fernando, CA, 91340
Phone: (818) 837 - 0794

Fax: (818) 837-0796
rortega@tataviam-nsn.us

Gabrieleno Band of Mission
Indians - Kizh Nation
Andrew Salas, Chairperson
P.O. Box 393

Covina, CA, 91723

Phone: (626) 926 - 4131
admin@gabrielenoindians.org

Native American Heritage Commission

Chumash

Chumash

Chumash

Tataviam

Tataviam

Gabrieleno

Tribal Consultation List
Los Angeles County
10/7/2020

Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel
Band of Mission Indians
Anthony Morales, Chairperson
P.O. Box 693

San Gabriel, CA, 91778

Phone: (626) 483 - 3564

Fax: (626) 286-1262
GTTribalcouncil@aol.com

Gabrielino /Tongva Nation
Sandonne Goad, Chairperson
106 1/2 Judge John Aiso St.,
#231

Los Angeles, CA, 90012
Phone: (951) 807 - 0479
sgoad@gabrielino-tongva.com

Gabrielino Tongva Indians of
California Tribal Council
Robert Dorame, Chairperson
P.O. Box 490

Bellflower, CA, 90707

Phone: (562) 761 - 6417

Fax: (562) 761-6417
gtongva@gmail.com

Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe
Charles Alvarez,

23454 Vanowen Street
West Hills, CA, 91307
Phone: (310) 403 - 6048
roadkingcharles@aol.com

Northern Chumash Tribal
Council

Fred Collins, Spokesperson
P.O. Box 6533

Los Osos, CA, 93412

Phone: (805) 801 - 0347
fcollins@northernchumash.org

San Fernando Band of Mission
Indians

Donna Yocum, Chairperson

P.O. Box 221838

Newhall, CA, 91322

Phone: (503) 539 - 0933

Fax: (503) 574-3308
ddyocum@comcast.net

Gabrieleno

Gabirielino

Gabrielino

Gabirielino

Chumash

Kitanemuk
Vanyume
Tataviam

This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of
the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for consultation with Native American tribes under Public Resources Code Sections 21080.3.1 for the proposed Metro North Hollywood

to Pasadena BRT Project, Los Angeles County.

PROJ-2020-
005384

10/07/2020 10:13 AM

1of 2



San Luis Obispo County
Chumash Council

Mark Vigil, Chief

1030 Ritchie Road
Grover Beach, CA, 93433
Phone: (805) 481 - 2461
Fax: (805) 474-4729

Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla

Indians

Lovina Redner, Tribal Chair
P.O. Box 391820

Anza, CA, 92539

Phone: (951) 659 - 2700
Fax: (951) 659-2228

Isaul@santarosacahuilla-nsn.gov

Santa Ynez Band of Chumash

Indians

Kenneth Kahn, Chairperson
P.O. Box 517

Santa Ynez, CA, 93460
Phone: (805) 688 - 7997
Fax: (805) 686-9578

kkahn@santaynezchumash.org

Soboba Band of Luiseno
Indians

Scott Cozart, Chairperson
P. O. Box 487

San Jacinto, CA, 92583
Phone: (951) 654 - 2765
Fax: (951) 654-4198
jontiveros@soboba-nsn.gov

Native American Heritage Commission
Tribal Consultation List
Los Angeles County
10/7/2020

Chumash

Cahuilla

Chumash

Cahuilla
Luiseno

This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of

the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for consultation with Native American tribes under Public Resources Code Sections 21080.3.1 for the proposed Metro North Hollywood

to Pasadena BRT Project, Los Angeles County.
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October 13, 2020

Charles Alvarez
Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe
23454 Vanowen Street
West Hills, CA, 91307

Re: Invitation to Consult under Assembly Bill (AB) 52 for the Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service
Improvements Program, Los Angeles County, California

Dear Chairperson Alvarez:

Please consider this letter as formal notification of the proposed Antelope Valley Line (AVL) Capacity
and Service Improvements Program (Proposed Project) as required under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), specifically Public Resources Code (PRC) § 21080.3.1 and Chapter 532 Statutes of
2014 (i.e., AB 52). This letter provides a description of the Project, a summary of the cultural resources
identification efforts to date, and an invitation to consult on the Project under AB 52.

On October 1, 2020, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) prepared a
Notice of Preparation (NOP) and initiated a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Project
pursuant to CEQA. Metro is the lead agency for the EIR.

Project Location and Description

The AVL is a 76.6-mile-long commuter rail line that serves Los Angeles County as part of the Metrolink
system. The AVL extends from Los Angeles Union Station in the City of Los Angeles and terminates in
the City of Lancaster with stations in the cities and communities of Los Angeles, Glendale, Burbank, Sun
Valley, Sylmar, San Fernando, Newhall, Santa Clarita, Acton, Palmdale, and Lancaster. The Project
proposes expansion of commuter rail service along the entire AVL corridor as well as three capital
improvements required to facilitate the proposed service increase. Up to a 30-minute bi-directional
passenger rail service to Santa Clarita Valley, and 60-minute bi-directional service to Lancaster Station is
envisaged along the AVL corridor. The three capital improvements would be located along the AVL
railroad corridor, one of which is within the City of Santa Clarita, one in the City of Los Angeles, and the
third would be located in the City of Lancaster at the Lancaster Terminal (Figure 1).

Of the three capital improvements, two capital improvements have an option, which would provide
flexibility for future implementation. Each capital improvement and their associated options will be
assessed in the EIR:

e Balboa Double Track Extension. The Balboa double track extension would extend the existing
double track approximately 6,300 feet north from Balboa Boulevard to Sierra Highway. This
would provide operational capacity for Metrolink to schedule more regular services especially in
the off-peak period. Subject to design, retaining structures will be considered to avoid
encroachments outside of right-of-way (ROW).



e Canyon Siding Extension. The Canyon siding extension would add approximately 8,400 feet of
new double track between Soledad Canyon Road to Golden Oak Road. This improvement would
also provide a second station platform at the existing Santa Clarita Metrolink station, which will
enable Metrolink to run 30-minute bi-directional service between Los Angeles Union Station and
Santa Clarita Valley. Subject to design, retaining structures will be considered to avoid
encroachments outside of ROW.

o Option — In addition to the new double track, a crossover would be constructed to the south
of Santa Clarita station to facilitate turnback of Metrolink trains and improve operational
reliability.

e Lancaster Terminal Improvements. The Lancaster terminal improvements would include
expansion of the existing yard with two new 1,000-foot long train storage tracks, and a second
station platform at the Lancaster station to provide Metrolink with more operational flexibility.
The improvements also include double tracking the track section between W Avenue J to Jackman
Street. The storage track design may require an operating easement within the Union Pacific
Railroad (UPRR) ROW subject to further design refinements.

o Option — Rather than constructing a second station platform, the existing side platform at
Lancaster station would be retained to allow flexibility for future integration with regional
rail plans.

Summary of Cultural Resource ldentification Efforts to Date

To initiate the identification of cultural resources that could be affected by the Proposed Project, our
consultant team (Mott MacDonald and Paleo Solutions, Inc.) requested a search of the Sacred Lands File
(SLF) from the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), as well as a records search from the
South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) at California State University Fullerton on October 5,
2020. Results of the SLF search were received October 7, 2020 with negative results. The results of the
record search have yet to be received.

If you would like to consult on the Proposed Project, please respond within 30 days, pursuant to PRC §
21080.3.1(d). Please provide a designated lead contact person for the purposes of consultation. If you have
any questions or concerns, please contact Brian Balderrama at (213) 418-3177 or via email at
balderramab@metro.net.

Sincerely,

Brian Balderrama
Senior Director, Program Management/ Regional Rail

Attachments:

Figure 1, Proposed Project Overview
Figure 2a-c, Project Location
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Figure 1. Proposed Project Overview.
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11/11/2020 Paleo Solutions Mail - Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Project

Liz Denniston <liz@paleosolutions.com>

Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Project
1 message

Liz Denniston <liz@paleosolutions.com> Wed, Nov 11, 2020 at 8:38 AM

To: roadkingcharles@aol.com
Dear, Mr. Alvarez,

On October 13, 2020, you were mailed a consultation request letter from the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) regarding

the Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Project (Project). On behalf of Metro, | am reaching out to ensure that you received the letter and ask

if you had any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the Project. | have attached a copy of the letter sent for your convenience.

Should you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please reach out to either
Brian Balderrama at (213) 418-3177 (email: balderramab@metro.net) or myself at the contact information listed below.

Thanks,

Liz Denniston, MA, RPA Archaeological Principal Investigator, Paleo Solutions, Inc.

Phone: (626) 205-5444

Website: www.paleosolutions.com

Address: 911 S. Primrose Ave., Unit N., Monrovia, CA 91016
Branches: Denver, CO; Redlands, CA; Oceanside, CA; Bend, OR
Certifications: DBE « SBE « WBE - SDB « WOSB « EDWOSB

-E NA Consultation_Alvarez.pdf
2147K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=53cea5b97f&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3 Ar-5281163084978267591%7Cmsg-a%3 Ar-8360408894330107604&...
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mailto:balderramab@metro.net
http://www.paleosolutions.com/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=53cea5b97f&view=att&th=175b82cd8131c070&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_khdmlg0g0&safe=1&zw

12/18/2020 Follow-Up on Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Program - rosemarie@paleosolutions.com - Paleo Solutions Mail

Forwarded message ---------
From: Rosemarie Pavel <rosemarie@paleosolutions.com>
Date: Thu, Dec 10, 2020 at 3:30 PM

Subject: Follow-Up on Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Program
To: <chavez1956@metrogmail.com>

Thank you for speaking with me earlier, Charles,

As requested, | have attached details regarding the proposed Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements
Program. | have documented that you want tribal monitoring for this project due to the sensitivity of the area(s).

Thank you again, and feel free to contact me with any further comments or questions.
Have a good rest of the day,

Rosemarie

Rosemarie Pavel, M.A., RPA, Senior Archaeologist, Paleo Solutions

Phone:(626).841-4664
Email:rosemarie@paleosolutions.com
Website: www.paleosolutions.com
Address: 911 S. Primrose Ave., Unit N.,
Monrovia, CA 91016

Branches: Denver, CO; Dana Point, CA;
Oceanside, CA; Bend, OR

Certifications: DBE « SBE « WBE « SDB *
WOSB « EDWOSB

£ lin

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#sent/KtbxLrjRhSgZTrJTkzDSzcVwvISLMCSFnq
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October 13, 2020

Jairo Avila

Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street, Suite 1

San Fernando, CA, 91340

Re: Invitation to Consult under Assembly Bill (AB) 52 for the Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service
Improvements Program, Los Angeles County, California

Dear Mr. Avila:

Please consider this letter as formal notification of the proposed Antelope Valley Line (AVL) Capacity
and Service Improvements Program (Proposed Project) as required under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), specifically Public Resources Code (PRC) § 21080.3.1 and Chapter 532 Statutes of
2014 (i.e., AB 52). This letter provides a description of the Project, a summary of the cultural resources
identification efforts to date, and an invitation to consult on the Project under AB 52.

On October 1, 2020, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) prepared a
Notice of Preparation (NOP) and initiated a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Project
pursuant to CEQA. Metro is the lead agency for the EIR.

Project Location and Description

The AVL is a 76.6-mile-long commuter rail line that serves Los Angeles County as part of the Metrolink
system. The AVL extends from Los Angeles Union Station in the City of Los Angeles and terminates in
the City of Lancaster with stations in the cities and communities of Los Angeles, Glendale, Burbank, Sun
Valley, Sylmar, San Fernando, Newhall, Santa Clarita, Acton, Palmdale, and Lancaster. The Project
proposes expansion of commuter rail service along the entire AVL corridor as well as three capital
improvements required to facilitate the proposed service increase. Up to a 30-minute bi-directional
passenger rail service to Santa Clarita Valley, and 60-minute bi-directional service to Lancaster Station is
envisaged along the AVL corridor. The three capital improvements would be located along the AVL
railroad corridor, one of which is within the City of Santa Clarita, one in the City of Los Angeles, and the
third would be located in the City of Lancaster at the Lancaster Terminal (Figure 1).

Of the three capital improvements, two capital improvements have an option, which would provide
flexibility for future implementation. Each capital improvement and their associated options will be
assessed in the EIR:

e Balboa Double Track Extension. The Balboa double track extension would extend the existing
double track approximately 6,300 feet north from Balboa Boulevard to Sierra Highway. This
would provide operational capacity for Metrolink to schedule more regular services especially in
the off-peak period. Subject to design, retaining structures will be considered to avoid
encroachments outside of right-of-way (ROW).



e Canyon Siding Extension. The Canyon siding extension would add approximately 8,400 feet of
new double track between Soledad Canyon Road to Golden Oak Road. This improvement would
also provide a second station platform at the existing Santa Clarita Metrolink station, which will
enable Metrolink to run 30-minute bi-directional service between Los Angeles Union Station and
Santa Clarita Valley. Subject to design, retaining structures will be considered to avoid
encroachments outside of ROW.

o Option — In addition to the new double track, a crossover would be constructed to the south
of Santa Clarita station to facilitate turnback of Metrolink trains and improve operational
reliability.

e Lancaster Terminal Improvements. The Lancaster terminal improvements would include
expansion of the existing yard with two new 1,000-foot long train storage tracks, and a second
station platform at the Lancaster station to provide Metrolink with more operational flexibility.
The improvements also include double tracking the track section between W Avenue J to Jackman
Street. The storage track design may require an operating easement within the Union Pacific
Railroad (UPRR) ROW subject to further design refinements.

o Option — Rather than constructing a second station platform, the existing side platform at
Lancaster station would be retained to allow flexibility for future integration with regional
rail plans.

Summary of Cultural Resource ldentification Efforts to Date

To initiate the identification of cultural resources that could be affected by the Proposed Project, our
consultant team (Mott MacDonald and Paleo Solutions, Inc.) requested a search of the Sacred Lands File
(SLF) from the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), as well as a records search from the
South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) at California State University Fullerton on October 5,
2020. Results of the SLF search were received October 7, 2020 with negative results. The results of the
record search have yet to be received.

If you would like to consult on the Proposed Project, please respond within 30 days, pursuant to PRC §
21080.3.1(d). Please provide a designated lead contact person for the purposes of consultation. If you have
any questions or concerns, please contact Brian Balderrama at (213) 418-3177 or via email at
balderramab@metro.net.

Sincerely,

Brian Balderrama
Senior Director, Program Management/ Regional Rail

Attachments:

Figure 1, Proposed Project Overview
Figure 2a-c, Project Location
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From: "Balderrama, Brian" <BalderramaB@metro.net>
To: "Eric Banghart" <Eric.Banghart@mottmac.com>

"Maggie Cheung" <Maggie.Cheun mottmac.com>

"Peter Feldman" <pfeldman@webtaha.com>
Date: 11/9/2020 1:33:16 PM

Subject: FW: FTBMI AB52 Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Program

We received another comment back from the initial letter sent out. See requests below and provide general timeline of when
information will be available.

Brian Balderrama, PE, ENV SP

LA Metro

Senior Director

Program Management/ Regional Rail
213.418.3177 W

213.407.4215 C

metro.net | facebook.com/losangelesmetro | @metrolosangeles
Metro provides excellence in service and support.

From: Jairo Avila <jairo.avila@tataviam-nsn.us>

Sent: Sunday, November 8, 2020 1:41 PM

To: Balderrama, Brian <BalderramaB@metro.net>

Subject: FTBMI AB52 Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Program

Project: Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Program

Hello Mr. Balderrama,

On behalf of the Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation (THCP) Department of the Fernandefio Tataviam Band of Mission
Indians (FTBMI), thank you for the formal notification regarding the Project referenced above. The Project area is located
within the traditional FTBMI ancestral territory and encompasses the lineage-villages from which members of the Tribe
descend. This message constitutes a formal request for tribal consultation under the provisions of the California Environmental
Quiality Act (CEQA) (as amended, 2015) and CA Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1.

Before providing tribal comments or scheduling a consultation meeting, the THCP Department is interested in knowing more
about the extent of proposed groundwork, impacts on native/undisturbed soil and recent investigations. The THCP
Department would like to review the following documents:

¢ Grading/ Excavation Plans

e Geotechnical Report

e Cultural Resource Assessment Report
Should you have any questions or further updates, please feel free to contact me by phone or email. | appreciate your time and
look forward to reviewing the requested documents.

Respectfully,

Jairo F. Avila, M.A., RPA.

Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Officer
Cultural Resources Management Division

Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department

Fernandeiio Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street, Suite 1

San Fernando, California 91340

Office: (818) 837-0794

Website: _http://www.tataviam-nsn.us

1/11/2021
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October 13, 2020

Fred Collins

Northern Chumash Tribal Council
P.O. Box 6533

Los Osos, CA, 93412

Re: Invitation to Consult under Assembly Bill (AB) 52 for the Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service
Improvements Program, Los Angeles County, California

Dear Spokesperson Collins:

Please consider this letter as formal notification of the proposed Antelope Valley Line (AVL) Capacity
and Service Improvements Program (Proposed Project) as required under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), specifically Public Resources Code (PRC) § 21080.3.1 and Chapter 532 Statutes of
2014 (i.e., AB 52). This letter provides a description of the Project, a summary of the cultural resources
identification efforts to date, and an invitation to consult on the Project under AB 52.

On October 1, 2020, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) prepared a
Notice of Preparation (NOP) and initiated a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Project
pursuant to CEQA. Metro is the lead agency for the EIR.

Project Location and Description

The AVL is a 76.6-mile-long commuter rail line that serves Los Angeles County as part of the Metrolink
system. The AVL extends from Los Angeles Union Station in the City of Los Angeles and terminates in
the City of Lancaster with stations in the cities and communities of Los Angeles, Glendale, Burbank, Sun
Valley, Sylmar, San Fernando, Newhall, Santa Clarita, Acton, Palmdale, and Lancaster. The Project
proposes expansion of commuter rail service along the entire AVL corridor as well as three capital
improvements required to facilitate the proposed service increase. Up to a 30-minute bi-directional
passenger rail service to Santa Clarita Valley, and 60-minute bi-directional service to Lancaster Station is
envisaged along the AVL corridor. The three capital improvements would be located along the AVL
railroad corridor, one of which is within the City of Santa Clarita, one in the City of Los Angeles, and the
third would be located in the City of Lancaster at the Lancaster Terminal (Figure 1).

Of the three capital improvements, two capital improvements have an option, which would provide
flexibility for future implementation. Each capital improvement and their associated options will be
assessed in the EIR:

e Balboa Double Track Extension. The Balboa double track extension would extend the existing
double track approximately 6,300 feet north from Balboa Boulevard to Sierra Highway. This
would provide operational capacity for Metrolink to schedule more regular services especially in
the off-peak period. Subject to design, retaining structures will be considered to avoid
encroachments outside of right-of-way (ROW).



e Canyon Siding Extension. The Canyon siding extension would add approximately 8,400 feet of
new double track between Soledad Canyon Road to Golden Oak Road. This improvement would
also provide a second station platform at the existing Santa Clarita Metrolink station, which will
enable Metrolink to run 30-minute bi-directional service between Los Angeles Union Station and
Santa Clarita Valley. Subject to design, retaining structures will be considered to avoid
encroachments outside of ROW.

o Option — In addition to the new double track, a crossover would be constructed to the south
of Santa Clarita station to facilitate turnback of Metrolink trains and improve operational
reliability.

e Lancaster Terminal Improvements. The Lancaster terminal improvements would include
expansion of the existing yard with two new 1,000-foot long train storage tracks, and a second
station platform at the Lancaster station to provide Metrolink with more operational flexibility.
The improvements also include double tracking the track section between W Avenue J to Jackman
Street. The storage track design may require an operating easement within the Union Pacific
Railroad (UPRR) ROW subject to further design refinements.

o Option — Rather than constructing a second station platform, the existing side platform at
Lancaster station would be retained to allow flexibility for future integration with regional
rail plans.

Summary of Cultural Resource ldentification Efforts to Date

To initiate the identification of cultural resources that could be affected by the Proposed Project, our
consultant team (Mott MacDonald and Paleo Solutions, Inc.) requested a search of the Sacred Lands File
(SLF) from the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), as well as a records search from the
South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) at California State University Fullerton on October 5,
2020. Results of the SLF search were received October 7, 2020 with negative results. The results of the
record search have yet to be received.

If you would like to consult on the Proposed Project, please respond within 30 days, pursuant to PRC §
21080.3.1(d). Please provide a designated lead contact person for the purposes of consultation. If you have
any questions or concerns, please contact Brian Balderrama at (213) 418-3177 or via email at
balderramab@metro.net.

Sincerely,

Brian Balderrama
Senior Director, Program Management/ Regional Rail

Attachments:

Figure 1, Proposed Project Overview
Figure 2a-c, Project Location
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11/11/2020 Paleo Solutions Mail - Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Project

Liz Denniston <liz@paleosolutions.com>

Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Project
1 message

Liz Denniston <liz@paleosolutions.com> Wed, Nov 11, 2020 at 9:02 AM

To: feollins@northernchumash.org

Dear, Mr. Collins,

On October 13, 2020, you were mailed a consultation request letter from the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

(Metro) regarding the Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service Improvements Project (Project). On behalf of Metro, | am reaching out to ensure that
you received the letter and ask if you had any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the Project. | have attached a copy of the letter sent for
your convenience.

Should you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please reach out to either
Brian Balderrama at (213) 418-3177 (email: balderramab@metro.net) or myself at the contact information listed below.

Thanks,

Liz Denniston, MA, RPA Archaeological Principal Investigator, Paleo Solutions, Inc.

Phone: (626) 205-5444

Website: www.paleosolutions.com

Address: 911 S. Primrose Ave., Unit N., Monrovia, CA 91016
Branches: Denver, CO; Redlands, CA; Oceanside, CA; Bend, OR
Certifications: DBE + SBE « WBE + SDB - WOSB - EDWOSB

ﬁ NA Consultation_Collins.pdf
2147K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=53cea5b97f&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3 Ar-5281163084978267591%7Cmsg-a%3 Ar275346713568696333 &si. ..
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=53cea5b97f&view=att&th=175b841f313455bd&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_khdnhz6e0&safe=1&zw

October 13, 2020

Scott Cozart

Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians
P. O. Box 487

San Jacinto, CA, 92583

Re: Invitation to Consult under Assembly Bill (AB) 52 for the Antelope Valley Line Capacity and Service
Improvements Program, Los Angeles County, California

Dear Chairperson Cozart:

Please consider this letter as formal notification of the proposed Antelope Valley Line (AVL) Capacity
and Service Improvements Program (Proposed Project) as required under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), specifically Public Resources Code (PRC) § 21080.3.1 and Chapter 532 Statutes of
2014 (i.e., AB 52). This letter provides a description of the Project, a summary of the cultural resources
identification efforts to date, and an invitation to consult on the Project under AB 52.

On October 1, 2020, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) prepared a
Notice of Preparation (NOP) and initiated a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Project
pursuant to CEQA. Metro is the lead agency for the EIR.

Project Location and Description

The AVL is a 76.6-mile-long commuter rail line that serves Los Angeles County as part of the Metrolink
system. The AVL extends from Los Angeles Union Station in the City of Los Angeles and terminates in
the City of Lancaster with stations in the cities and communities of Los Angeles, Glendale, Burbank, Sun
Valley, Sylmar, San Fernando, Newhall, Santa Clarita, Acton, Palmdale, and Lancaster. The Project
proposes expansion of commuter rail service along the entire AVL corridor as well as three capital
improvements required to facilitate the proposed service increase. Up to a 30-minute bi-directional
passenger rail service to Santa Clarita Valley, and 60-minute bi-directional service to Lancaster Station is
envisaged along the AVL corridor. The three capital improvements would be located along the AVL
railroad corridor, one of which is within the City of Santa Clarita, one in the City of Los Angeles, and the
third would be located in the City of Lancaster at the Lancaster Terminal (Figure 1).

Of the three capital improvements, two capital improvements have an option, which would provide
flexibility for future implementation. Each capital improvement and their associated options will be
assessed in the EIR:

e Balboa Double Track Extension. The Balboa double track extension would extend the existing
double track approximately 6,300 feet north from Balboa Boulevard to Sierra Highway. This
would provide operational capacity for Metrolink to schedule more regular services especially in
the off-peak period. Subject to design, retaining structures will be considered to avoid
encroachments outside of right-of-way (ROW).
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