
CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

To: Office of Plann ing and Research 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

From: 
Chaffey Joint Union High School District (Lead Agency) 

211 West Fifth Street 

D County Clerk 
Ontario, CA 91762 

County of San Bernardino 

385 N. Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Floor 

Sa n Bernardino, CA 92415 

Project Title: School Modernization Project at Rancho Cucamonga High School 
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Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: Chaffey Joint Union High School District (District) is planning to 
modernize five single-story modular buildings, three two-story classroom buildings, and three three-story classroom buildings, 
located on the Rancho Cucamonga High School campus in Rancho Cucamonga, CA. The plans include the replacement of entry 
door hardware, flooring, marker boards, tack boards, acoustical ceiling t iles, vinyl fabric wall panels, room signage and new 

interior paint. Metal shades structures w ill be installed in the centra l quad, east quad and pool deck. Additional details are in the 
Attachment. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Chaffey Joint Union High School District 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Chaffey Joint Union High School District 
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Contact Person: Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 

Robert Slagle, Director Operations Chaffey Joint Unified School District (909) 988.8511 
If fi led by applicant: 

1. Attach certified document of exemption findings 

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been fi led by the public agency approving the project D Yes 0 No 

Date Received for Filing: 

Signature: 

2020090515



Attachment to Notice of Exemption 

School Modernization Project at 
Rancho Cucamonga High School 

Chaffey Joint Union High School District 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

The Chaffey Joint un·,on H.,gh School District (0°1strict) proposes to modernize flve single-story modular build.,ngs, three two­

story classroom buddings, and three three-story classroom build.,ngs at Rancho Cucamonga High School (HS). Th.,s 

supplemental informafon jus@es the Categorical Exempf1on pursuant to the Cal.,forn.,a Env.,ronmental Qua!Ity Act (CEQA) 

Gu.,de!Ines under CaUfornia Code of Regulations, Title 14 §§ 15314. 

1. EXISTING SETTING 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The existing campus is approximately 37.09-acres and the proposed project involves the modernization of a total of 11 

existing buildings across the campus. The northern portion of the existing campus is comprised of portable classrooms, 

permanent buildings, paved parking lots, and hardtop pavement. The southern portion of the existing campus is comprised 

of a football stadium, tennis courts, four baseball diamonds, and another paved parking lot. The project site is located at 

11801 Lark Drive, Rancho Cucamonga, in San Bernardino County (APNs 108901101, 108901102, 108901103). The City of 

Rancho Cucamonga is located north of the City of Ontario, west the City of Fontana and the City of Rialto, east of the City of 

Upland, and south of the San Gabriel Mountains (see Figure 1, Regional Location, and Figure 2, Local Vicinity). 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Rancho Cucamonga HS has a 2019/20 enrollment of 3,397 students in grades 9th through 12th (COE 2020). The campus 

consists of three parldng lots and access driveways via Lark Drive to the north, Victoria Park to the south, and Rochester 

Avenue to the east. Four baseball diamonds are located to the south, a football stadium and tennis courts are in the middle 

of the campus, and there are buildings and hardtop surfaces located to the north. See Figure 3, Modernization Project for the 

location and phase of the planned modernizations. The campus opened in 1992. 

SURROUNDING LAND USES 

The school is in a residential neighborhood and is bounded by residential dwellings to the west, Victoria Park to the south, 

Lark Drive to the north, and Rochester Avenue to the east, as shown in Figure 3 Aerial Photograph. Residential homes, 

primarily single-family, are present across the bordering streets to the north, west, and south. To the east of Rochester 

Avenue there is a catch basin. 

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 

The project consists of the modernization of five single-story modular buildings, three two-story classroom buildings, and 

three three-story classroom buildings at Rancho Cucamonga High School. The plans include the replacement of entry door 

hardware, flooring, marker boards, tack boards, acoustical ceiling tiles, vinyl fabric wall panels, room signage and new interior 

paint. Metal shades structures will be installed in the central quad, east quad and pool deck. The work will be implemented in 

Phases for logistics and access and to continue operations at the school during the modernization project. Figure 4 shows the 

areas that will be modernized and the planned phases for the work. 

Attachment to Notice of Exemption - Rancho Cucamonga High School Modernization Project Page 1 of 5 



Implementation of the proposed modernization would not lead to an increase or a decrease in the number of classrooms or 

student capacity. The design and construction of the building would comply with the California Building Standards Code 

(CBSC) California Code of Regulations, Title 24, for fire, life, safety, and access. The modernization plans have been reviewed 

and approved by a project inspector in compliance with the Division of the State Architect's (DSA). 

3. REASONS WHY THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT 

The proposed project is exempt from further environmental documentation under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(Public Resources Code§§ 21000 et seq.) categorical exemption Class 1: 

Class 1, Existing Facilities (CEOA Guidelines § 15301) consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, 

permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, 

mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that 

existing at the time of the lead agency's determination. 

The project involves modernization of 11 existing buildings on the campus, These modernization efforts would not result in 

any increase in classrooms or student capacity. Therefore, the proposed project meets the criteria for an exemption under 

CEQA Guidelines§ 15314. 

The proposed project is exempt from further environmental documentation under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(Public Resources Code§§ 21000 et seq.) categorical exemption Class 3: 

Class 3, New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures (CEOA Guidelines § 15303) consists of 

construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures; installation of small new 

equipment and facilities in small structures; and the conversion of existing small structures from one use to 

another where only minor modifications are made in the exterior of the structure .. 

The project involves the addition of metal shades structures to be installed in the central quad, east quad and pool deck. 

These additional structures are limited and small structures. Therefore, the proposed project meets the criteria for an 

exemption under CEQA Guidelines§ 15314. 

4. REVIEW OF EXCEPTIONS TO THE CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 

The proposed project has been reviewed under CEQA Guidelines § 15300.2, Exceptions, for any characteristics .or 

circumstances that might invalidate findings that the project is exempt from CEQA. Each exception is listed below followed by 

an assessment of whether that exception applies to the proposed project. 

(a) Location. Classes 3,4,5,6 and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project would be located - a 

project that is ordinar'ily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a particularly sensitive 

environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply all instances, except where the 

project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, 

precisely mapped crnd officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies. 

The exemption applied to the proposed project is Class 1 exemption; therefore, consideration of location 

under classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 does not apply. 

(bl Cumulative Impacts. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact of 

successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant. 
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The proposed improvements are the only known and planned improvements at the school campus during 

the planned construction. There are no other known successive projects-planned, approved, or under 

construction-of the same type at and/or near the project site that when combined with the proposed 

project would result in a cumulative environmental impact. Although the District plans to modernize two 

bu'ild'1ngs, Building J and the Multipurpose Room, at Etiwanda High School. Etiwanda High School is 

approximately 1.7-miles east of the project site in the City of Rancho Cucamonga. This exception does not 

apply to the proposed project. 

(c) Significant Effects. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a reasonable 

possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. 

The determination whether this exception applies involves two distinct questions: (1) whether the project 

presents unusual circumstances, and (2) whether there is a reasonable possibility that a significant 

environmental impact will result from those unusual circumstances. The lead agency considers the second 

prong of this test only if 'it first finds that some c'lrcumstance of the project is unusual based on the court 

case Berkeley Hillside Preservation v City of Berkeley (2015) 60 C4th 1086, 1104. 

There is no reasonable possibility that the proposed project would have a significant effect on the 

environment as planned or under "unusual circumstances". The site is already developed with a school and 

is located in a built-out residential neighborhood in the City of Rancho Cucamonga; therefore, impacts to 

sensitive biological receptors, cultural resources, or scenic views would not occur. Similarly, because the 

project would not change the capacity of the school or alter transportation routes or drop-off zones, there 

would be no impacts on population, public services, recreation, utilities, and transportation systems. Due 

to the project scale, air, noise, and transportat"lon impacts during the construct'Ion would be temporary and 

less than significant and would be governed by local ordinances for construction projects. Therefore, this 

exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

(d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in damage to 

scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings or similar 

resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. 

The existing school site and surrounding environs are generally developed, and the campus does not 

contain any scenic resources, including historical buildings, rock outcroppings, or tress of biological or 

exceptional aesthetic significance. There are no state scenic highways in the vicinity of the project site. The 

nearest officially designated scenic highway is State Route (SR) 2 (Angeles Crest Scenic Highway) on the 

north side of the San Gabriel Mountains and approximately 12 miles from the northern city boundary (Cal 

Trans 2011). Considering the distance, intervening development, and topography between the project site 

and th'1s roadway, the project site would not be recognizable, and no impact is anticipated. This exception 

does not apply to the proposed project 

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site which is 

included on any list complied pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. Hazardous materials 

sites pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 include all hazardous waste facilities subject to 

corrective action pursuant to Section 25187.5 of the Health and Safety Code (HSC), all land designated as 

hazardous waste property or border zone property pursuant to former Article 11 (commencing with 

Section 25220) of Chapter 6.5 of Division 20 of the HSC, all information received by the Department of 

Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) pursuant to Section 25242 of the HSC on hazardous waste disposals on 
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public land, and all sites listed pursuant to Section 25356 of the HSC. Five environmental lists were 

searched for hazardous materials sites on the school campus and within a 500-foot radius: 

Geo Tracker. State Water Resources Control Board 

EnviroStor. Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) 

EJScreen and EnviroMapper. US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Solid Waste Information System (SWIS). California Department o f Resources Recovery and Recycling (Cal 

Recycle). 

The project site is located on a school site that received a No Action Required determination from the 

Depa rtment of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) in 2014. As part of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

done for that project, it was determined that the project site was not listed on any of the dozens of federal, 

state, and local agency databases searched, including those ident ified under Section 65962.5 of the 

California Government Code. Therefore, the proposed project would not create hazards related to the 

disturbance of, or exposure to, a hazardous waste site. 

(f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a substantial 

adverse change in the significance of historical resources. Under Public Resource Code § 21084.1, a 

historical resource is a resource listed in or determined to be eligible for listing in the California Register of 

Historical Resources. Additionally, historical resources included in a local register of historical resources are 

presumed to be historically or culturally significant, and a lead agency can determine whether the resource 

may be an historical resource. 

The project site is located on an existing school site. The project site has consisted of school grounds since 

1992. Prior to 1992 the site was undeveloped land. No structures were located on the project site prior to 

1992 and the project site was not used for agricultural purposes prior to construct ion of the school. No 

historical resources are located on the site. There are no historic resources reported on or adjacent to the 

project site based on a review of those listed on the California Register of Historic Resources (COHP 2020) 

and the National Register of Historic Places (NPS 2020). Project implementat ion would not cause significant 

impacts to historical resources, and the historical resources exception would not apply to this project site. 

CONCLUSION 

As substantiated in this document, the proposed project would not meet the conditions specified in Section 15300.2, 

Exceptions, of the CEQA Guidelines, and the project is categorically exempt under Class 1 and Class 3. 
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