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The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/
eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects should follow the wind energy
guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing impacts to migratory birds and
bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at: http://
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm; http://
www.towerkill.com; and http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/
comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.
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Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Sacramento Fish And Wildlife Office
Federal Building

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

(916) 414-6600
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 08ESMF00-2020-SLI1-2427

Event Code: 08ESMF00-2020-E-07477

Project Name: CD Activity #28.19.1 — Lake Isabella - Linda Kissack Skatepark
Improvements

Project Type: RECREATION CONSTRUCTION / MAINTENANCE

Project Description: Project consists of the design and construction of an approximate 5,000
sqg. foot skate-park within Linda Kissack Park proposed to be located on
the northwest corner of intersection of Elizabeth Norris Road and Lake
Isabella Boulevard.

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/place/35.609327574079515N118.48359052665319W
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Counties: Kern, CA
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Endangered Species Act Species

There is a total of 5 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries', as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Ciritical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFES), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Mammals
NAME STATUS
Fisher Pekania pennanti Endangered

Population: SSN DPS
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3651

Birds
NAME STATUS
California Condor Gymnogyps californianus Endangered

Population: U.S.A. only, except where listed as an experimental population
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8193

Southwestern Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus Endangered
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6749
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Amphibians
NAME
California Red-legged Frog Rana draytonii

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.

Species profile: https:/ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2891
Species survey guidelines:
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/guideline/survey/population/205/office/11420.pdf

Fishes

NAME
Delta Smelt Hypomesus transpacificus

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/321

Critical habitats

STATUS
Threatened

STATUS
Threatened

THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S

JURISDICTION.
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PLANNING AND NATURAL
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

Lorelei H. Oviatt, AICP, Director
2700 “M” Street, Suite 250

Bakersfield, CA 93301-2323

Phone: (661) 862-5050

Fax: (661) 862-5052 TTY Relay 1-800-735-2929
Email: kerncd@kerncounty.com

Web Address: http://kernplanning.com

Planning
Community Development
Administrative Operations

September 6, 2019

California Dept. of Fish and Game
Central Region (Fresno)

1234 East Shaw Avenue

Fresno, CA 93710

RE: Early Environmental Consultation Review for CD Activity # 28.19.1 — Linda Kissack — Lake
Isabella Skatepark Project

To Whom It May Concern,

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (Title 24 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 58) and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Section 21080.3 of the
Public Resources Code, and the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
regulations, the Planning and Natural Resources - Community Development Division (PLNR) is
conducting an Environmental Review whereby the appropriate level of environmental clearance
will be determined for the referenced project. The environmental clearance to be prepared may be
in the form of a Categorical Exclusion or Environmental Assessment for NEPA and a Categorical
Exemption for CEQA.

Our purpose for this inquiry is to determine any potential environmental effects that may be
associated with the proposed project. Your response will help to ensure that the environmental
decision by this department will reflect the concerns of all federal, State and local agencies
responsible for administering their respective programs that may be directly or indirectly affected
by this project.

Please provide this office with a written statement concerning the potential impacts that the project
will or may have on the environment and indicate with your comments if you wish to receive a copy
of the completed Environmental Review. It is very important that we receive your written response
by October 7, 2019. If we do not receive a response, this office will assume that you have no
comments and we will proceed accordingly as required by 24 CFR, Part 58.

If you have any questions or require additional information in order to conduct your review, please
do not hesitate to contact me at (661) 862-5130.

Sincerely,

ey
s

James Golden
Planner Il

I\CEDD\PLANNING\Golden\Environmental Reviews\2019-20\Isabella Skate Park\Consultation_Ltr1.docx



Oftice Memorandum

KERN COUNTY

To: Planning and Natural Resources Date: September 16, 2019
Department
James Golden

From: Public Works Department Phone: (661) 862-5098
Floodplain Management Section Email: BlaseB@kerncounty.com
Kevin Hamilton, by Brian Blase

Subject:  Early Environmental Consultation Review - CD Activity #28.19.1
Linda Kissack — Lake Isabella Skatepark Project
Our section has reviewed the attached subject documents and has the following comments:
The subject property is subject to flooding.

Therefore, this section recommends the following be included as conditions of approval for this
project:

Associated flood hazard requirements will need to be incorporated into the design of this
project per the Kern County Floodplain Management Ordinance.



James Golden

== =e——a e
From: chuck socalsk8andsurf.com <chuck@socalsk8andsurf.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 15, 2019 4:02 PM
To: James Golden
Cc: TIM LINCOLN; chuck socalsk8andsurf.com
Subject: SK8 PARK LOCATION

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links, open attachments, or provide information
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

THE LOCATION AT THE CORNER OF ISABELLA AND ELIZABETH (NW) SEEMS TO ME TO THE BEST LOCATION. |
WAS TOLD IT IS IN A FLOOD ZONE. THE SK8 ERS USING THE PARK WOULD HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH THAT. IS
THERE A PROBLEM WITH THAT?

CHUCK DUNN

6101 LAKE ISABELLA
LAKE ISABELLA CA. 93240
951-685-3419
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Final Notice and Public Explanation of a Proposed Activity in a 100-Year Floodplain

July 15, 2020
County of Kern - Planning and Natural Resources Department
2700 M Street, Suite 250

To: Allinterested Agencies, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), State of California, Groups
and Individuals

This is to give notice that the County of Kern acting as Responsible Entity under 24 CFR Part 58 has
conducted an evaluation as required by Executive Order 11988, in accordance with Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures for Making
Determinations on Floodplain Management and Wetlands Protection. The activity known as CD Project
No. 28.19.1 - Lake Isabella — Linda Kissack Skatepark Improvements is partially funded under the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, under Title 1 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 and under grant for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 as B-19-UC-06-0502. The early
notice was published in the Kern Valley Sun on October 30, 2019 and this second and final evaluation
notice is required under the eight-step process for floodplain development for projects assisted with HUD
funds. The proposed project is to be located at 4901 Lake Isabella Blvd or Linda Kissack Park, in the
unincorporated community of Lake Isabella, County of Kern. Park improvements are proposed at the
northwest corner of the intersection of Lake Isabella Road and Elizabeth Norris Road. As proposed, the
project consists of the design and construction of an approximate 7,000 skate-park within the park. Project
activities will benefit a service area of 7,555 persons, 65.85% of which are low to moderate income (2018
HUD 2011-15 ACS LMISD). 03F Parks, Neighborhood Facilities; National Objective Citation
570.208(a)(1)(i); Eligible activities under 570.201(c) - Public Facilities and Improvements.

The majority of the 5.15-acre park is located within a Special Flood Hazard Area for nearby Erskine Creek.
The proposed location of the skate park site is in an area classified as Zone AE (or an area with a 1%
annual chance of flooding - floodplain), according to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Flood Map Service Flood Insurance Rate (FIRM) Map No. 06029C1426E, dated effective September 26,
2008. Proposed HUD assisted projects to be located within a 100-Year Floodplain must consider and
determine whether there are practicable alternatives to locating the project within a floodplain and obtain
flood insurance for improvements. Furthermore, a portion of the 7,013.9 sq. foot area for the planned skate
park is located within a Regulatory Floodway (Zone AE - hatched), the area of which is located along the
north-side of Elizabeth Norris Road. With the exception of very limited circumstances not applicable under
this circumstance, HUD financial assistance is prohibited in floodways.

In addition to the proposed project, the County of Kern considered the following alternatives: 1) locate the
project at Park Site within Linda Kissack Park with smaller footprint; 2) locate the project at nearby Tank
Park to the south of the project site; 3) filing a Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) or Letter of Map Revision
(LOMR) for the proposed project site; 4) reviewing other sites and in the area of the proposed project; 5)
locate the project at another Park Site within Linda Kissack Park; 6) other possible sites in area of the
project considered; and, 7) the no project alternative. After consideration of the alternatives and
conclusions the flood analysis performed for the proposed project site, it has been determined that the



skate park with the smaller footprint at 5,553 sq. feet is best suited to the area of the project within Linda
Kissack Park. The smaller project footprint is located at least five-feet from the boundary of the restricted
floodway area, meets the criteria for site selection and will reduce encroachment within right-of-way for
Lake Isabella Boulevard, and Arterial Major Highway. The flood analysis report recommended additional
mitigation measures to address and reduce the potential to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and
preserve natural and beneficial values of the floodway and floodplain. Measure includes: 1) development
of the small skate park footprint of 5,553 sq. feet to avoid the Floodway Area; 2) all skate park areas shall
be developed at or below the elevation of 2,466.9 feet with concrete to achieve flood resistance rating and
to provide for favorable insurance rate under NFIP requirements. If concrete is not used, further analysis
may be needed to determine materials proposed can withstand flood related forces; and, 3) if the skate
park earth pad is to be built up so the site is level, the pad sides shall not encroach into the floodplain
areas. The above measures will ensure compliance with local rules under the Kern County Floodplain
Management Ordinance and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) regulations. Under the
flood analysis report, FEMA documents, maps and the Kern County Floodplain Management Ordinance
have been researched and a topographic survey completed to determine the 100-year base flood
characteristics of the area and the requirements for favorable FIRM insurance rate for the improvements.

The County of Kern has reevaluated the alternatives to building in the floodplain and has determined that it
has no practicable alternative. Environmental files that document compliance with steps 3 through 6 of
Executive Order 11988 are available for public inspection, review and copies by email at
goldenj@kerncounty.com. ~ The information can also obtained be on PLNR's website at
https://kernplanning.com/community-development-2/, by mail request at 2700 “M" St., Suite 250,
Bakersfield, California, by phone at (661) 862-5050 upon request at the times and location delineated in the
last paragraph of this notice for receipt of comments.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities in
floodplains and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an
opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. Second, an adequate
public notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination of information and
request for public comment about floodplains can facilitate and enhance federal efforts to reduce the risks
and impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of
fairmess, when the federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplains, it
must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

Written comments must be received by the County of Kern at the following address or on or before July 23,
2020: James Golden can be reached by email at goldenj@kerncounty.com by mail at 2700 “M” St.,
Suite 250, Bakersfield, California or the department by phone at (661) 862-5020, Attention: James Golden,
Planner IIl. A full description of the project may also be obtained from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday thru
Thursday Due to the current pandemic and limited public access the contacts noted above should be used
to obtain all information and if possible the web address goldenj@kerncounty.com for the most rapid
response during this time. Comments may also be submitted via that email address.

Date: Wednesday 15, 2020



Early Notice and Public Review of a Proposed
Activity in a 100-Year Floodplain

October 30, 2019
County of Kern - Planning and Natural Resources Department
2700 M Street, Suite 250

To: All interested Agencies, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), State of California, Groups and
Individuals

This notice first published on October 16, 2019, is being republished to clarify and give the public further notice that
the County of Kern, under 24 CFR Part 58, has determined that the following proposed action to be funded in part with
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds under Title 1 of the Housing and Community Development Act of
1974, as amended, is located in the 100-year floodplain. CDBG program funding is provided by the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The County of Kern will be identifying and evaluating practicable
alternatives to locating the action in the floodplain and the potential impacts on the floodplain from the proposed action,
as required by Executive Order 11988, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures
for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management. CD Project No. 28.19.1, Lake Isabella - Linda Kissack
Skatepark Improvements which consists of the design and construction of an approximate 7,000 sq. foot skate-park,
within Linda Kissack Park. The entire park, which is approximately 5.15-acres in size, is located within a Special Flood
Hazard Area for nearby Erskine Creek. The proposed site is classified as Zone AE, according to FEMA's Flood Map
Service Flood Insurance Rate (FIRM) Map No. 06029C1426E, dated September 26, 2008. Proposed HUD assisted
projects to be located within a 100-Year Floodplain must consider and determine whether there are practicable
alternatives to locating the project within a floodplain. The park is located at 4901 Lake Isabella Blvd, and is on the
northwest corner of the intersection of Elizabeth Norris Rd. and Lake Isabella Blvd., in the unincorporated community
of Lake Isabella, County of Kern. Furthermore, an approximate 1,100 sq. feet of at least one area proposed for
improvement is located within a Regulatory Floodway (Zone AE - hatched), the area of which is located along north-
side of Elizabeth Norris Road.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be affected by activities in floodplains and
those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an opportunity to express their
concerns and provide information about these areas. Commenters are encouraged to offer alternative sites outside of
the floodplain, alternative methods to serve the same project purpose, and methods to minimize and mitigate impacts.
Second, an adequate public notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination of
information and request for public comment about floodplains can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the
risks and impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of faimess,
when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplains, it must inform those
who may be put at greater or continued risk.

To be considered under the extended comment period written comments must be received by the County of Kern at
the following address on or before November 13, 2019 at Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department:
Community Development Division, 2700 M Street, Suite 250, Bakersfield, CA 93301 and (661) 862-5130, Attention:
James Golden, Planner IIl. A full description of the project may also be reviewed from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the
County Office address noted above and https://kernplanning.com/community-development.. Comments may also be
submitted via email at goldenj@kerncounty.com.

Date: October 30, 2019





