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To: 
Office of Land Use and Climate 
Innovation 
CEQA Submit 

 
 
 

From: 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
Marine Region 
3637 Westwind Blvd. 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
Contact: Arn Aarreberg 
Phone: (707) 791-4195 
Email: Arn.Aarreberg@wildlife.ca.gov 
 
Lead Agency (if different than CDFW) 
San Francisco Bay Conservation and 

Development Commission 
375 Beale Street, Suite 510 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Contact: Sam Fielding 
Phone: (415) 352-3665 
Email: sam.fielding@bcdc.ca.gov 

 
SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21108 
State Clearinghouse Number: 2020080442 

Project Title: Cargill Salt Solar Salt Operations (California Endangered Species Act 
Incidental Take Permit No. 2081-2025-049-07 (ITP)) 

Project Location (include county): The project is located in South San Francisco Bay 
within the counties of Alameda, Santa Clara, and San Mateo. The Project consist of 
three primary plant locations Newark Plant 1, Newark Plant 2, and the Redwood City 
Plant which includes a brine pipeline, transbay pipeline, and the Redwood City 
maintenance pond. Newark Plant 1 is located on the eastern shoreline of San Francisco 
Bay within Fremont, CA between Coyote Hills Slough/Alameda Creek on the north and 
the Newark Slough to the south. Newark Plant 2 is south of Newark Plant 1. It is bounded 
by the Union Pacific Railroad right of way in the north and the Mud Slough/Coyote 
Creek to the south. The Redwood City Plan is on the west shoreline of San Francisco Bay 
and is bordered by Redwood City to the west and Menlo Park to the southeast with 
Westpoint Slough and Flood Slough on the northern and eastern borders. The Project 
area is comprised of approximately 12,100 acres. 

Project Description: The Project includes continued maintenance and operation of 
existing sea salt production facilities. Maintenance and operation activities include 
earthen berm maintenance, operation of a transbay brine pipeline, sea level rise 
adaptation, vegetation management, material stockpiles, water intake structure 
management, and other infrastructure related management.  

The Project will result in impacts to longfin smelt (Spirinchus thaleichthys) and white 
sturgeon (Acipenser transmontanus) habitat. The project is expected to result in 
incidental take of longfin smelt and white sturgeon, which are designated as a 
threatened species and a candidate species under the California Endangered Species 
Act. The ITP referenced above as issued by CDFW authorizes incidental take of species 
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listed under CESA that may occur as a result of Project implementation. 

This is to advise that CDFW, acting as  the lead agency /  a responsible agency 
approved the above-described project on _____October 29, 2025_____ and made the 
following determinations regarding the above described project: 

1. The project  will /  will not have a significant effect on the environment (This 
determination is limited to effects within CDFW’s permitting jurisdiction as a 
responsible agency). 

2.  An environmental assessment /  A negative declaration was prepared by the 
lead agency for the original project. 

3. Additional mitigation measures  were /  were not made a condition of CDFW’s 
approval of the project. 

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan  was /  was not adopted by CDFW for 
this project. 

5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations  was /  was not adopted by CDFW for 
this project. 

6. Findings  were /  were not made by CDFW pursuant to Public Resources Code § 
21081(a). CDFW did, however, adopt findings to document its compliance with 
CEQA.  

7. Compliance with the environmental filing fee requirement at Fish and Game Code § 
711.4 (check one): 

   Payment is submitted with this notice. 
   A copy of a receipt showing prior payment was submitted to CDFW. 

 Responsible Agency statement: The environmental assessment prepared by the lead 
agency for the Project is available to the general public at the office location listed 
above for the lead agency. CDFW’s administrative record of proceedings related to 
the incidental take permit is available to the public for review at CDFW’s regional 
office. 

 
 
Signature          Date:     
Craig Shuman, D. Env., Marine Region Manager 
                                                                    
 
Date Received for filing at OPR:      

October 29, 2025


