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FINAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
RESIDENTIAL CENTER, AUBERRY: NEW RESIDENTIAL CENTER 

Lead Agency: California Conservation Corps (CCC) 

Project Proponent: California Department of General Services (DGS) – Real Estate Services Division 

Project Location: 

The Residential Center, Auberry: New Residential Center is located immediately west of the Auberry Road 
and Powerhouse Road intersection at the former Auberry Elementary School (33367 North Auberry Road) 
in Auberry, California. The Project site corresponds to a portion of Section 8, Township 10 south, and 
Range 23 east (Mount Diablo Base and Meridian) within the “Auberry, California” 7.5-minute quadrangle 
(U.S. Geological Survey [USGS] 1987). The approximate center of the Project site is located at latitude 
(NAD83) 37.080134° and longitude (NAD83) -119.487500° within the Upper San Joaquin Watershed 
(Hydrologic Unit Code #18040006, USGS 2016). 

Summary Project Description: 

Department of General Services on behalf of California Conservation Corps (CCC) initiated preparation of 
an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) in spring of 2020 for the proposed renovation of 
an existing dilapidated elementary school in the unincorporated community of Auberry to allow the CCC 
to better fulfill their mission and objectives in the region with an upgraded, modern facility. The 
Department of General Services (DGS) prepared the document on behalf of CCC. The Draft IS/MND was 
circulated in July of 2020 and receive seven comment letters. A Final IS/MND was not completed or 
approved for the project. Based on those comments, data collection at the existing onsite wells was 
conducted to further analyze the impact that the project may have on the groundwater supply in the area. 
Additionally, in August 2022 Nichols, Melburg, & Rossetto Architects (NM&R) completed a Pre-
Assessment and Recommendations Report for the Proposed Project. This report found that due to the 
age and condition of the existing buildings onsite, it was recommended that the existing buildings should 
not be remodeled but demolished and new structures built on the project site. In response, DGS on behalf 
of CCC (state) has initiated preparation of a revised IS/MND to address the changes to the project and 
recirculation of the Draft IS/MND for public review. The revised project description in Section 2.0 is based 
on the revised site plan and improvements proposed for the site. 

Finding: 

Based on the information contained in the attached Initial Study, CCC finds that there would not be a 
significant effect to the environment because the mitigation measures described herein would be 
incorporated as part of the Proposed Project. 

Public Review Period: August 4, 2023 – September 4, 2023 

  



Residential Center, Auberry: New Residential Center 
Final Mitigated Negative Declaration Approval 

Final Mitigated Negative Declaration 2 November 2023 
 

Mitigation Measures Incorporated into the Project to Avoid Significant Effects 

AIR QUALITY 

AQ-1: In accordance with SJVAPCD Rule 9510, a detailed AIA shall be prepared detailing the 
specific construction requirement (i.e., equipment required, hours of use) and operational 
characteristics associated with the proposed improvements. In accordance with this rule, 
emissions of NOX from construction equipment greater than 50 horsepower used or 
associated with the development Project shall be reduced by 20 percent from baseline 
(unmitigated) emissions and PM10 emissions by 45 percent. The Project shall demonstrate 
compliance with Rule 9510, including payment of all applicable fees, before the start of 
construction. Examples of MMs that will reduce emissions attributable to the Project in 
compliance with Rule 9510 include, but are not limited to, the following:  

 During all construction activities, all diesel-fueled construction equipment including, but 
not limited to, rubber-tired dozers, graders, scrapers, excavators, asphalt paving 
equipment, cranes, and tractors shall be California Air Resources Board (CARB) Tier 4 
Certified as set forth in Section 2423 of Title 13 of the California Code of Regulations, 
and Part 89 of Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

 All construction equipment shall be maintained and properly tuned in accordance with 
manufacturers’ specifications. Equipment maintenance records shall be kept on-site and 
made available upon request by the SJVAPCD. 

 The Project applicant shall comply with all applicable SJVAPCD rules and regulations. 
Copies of any applicable air quality permits and/or monitoring plans shall be provided to 
the County.  

AQ-2: In accordance with SJVAPCD Rule 9510, a detailed AIA shall be prepared detailing the 
operational characteristics associated with the Project. In accordance with this rule, 
operational emissions of NOx shall be reduced by a minimum of 33.3 percent. (Emissions 
reductions are in comparison to the Project’s operational baseline emissions presented in 
Table 2 of the Initial Study.) The Project shall demonstrate compliance with Rule 9510, 
including payment of all applicable fees, before the start of construction.  

Based on the findings of the AIA, the applicant shall pay the SJVAPCD a monetary sum 
necessary to offset the required operational emissions that are not reduced by the emission 
reduction measures contained in the air impact assessment. The quantity of operational 
emissions that need to be offset shall be calculated in accordance with the methodologies 
identified in Rule 9510, Indirect Source Review, and approved by the SJVAPCD. Operational 
emissions reduction methods shall be selected under the direction of the SJVAPCD 
according to the AIA process detailed in, and required by Rule 9510, Indirect Source Review. 
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

BIO-1: Conduct Pre-Construction Sensitive Amphibians Surveys. The following shall be 
conducted prior to initiation of Project construction: 

Conduct a preconstruction clearance survey for foothill yellow-legged frogs within 48 hours 
prior to the start of construction. If foothill yellow-legged frogs are observed, work will not 
proceed until consultation with CDFW has taken place, and avoidance measures (such as 
biological monitoring) will likely be required. In addition, erosion control/wildlife fencing will 
be installed at 75 feet from Little Sandy Creek to prevent impacts to individual movement 
onto the Project site. 

BIO-2: Conduct Pre-Construction Northwestern pond turtle surveys. The following shall be 
conducted prior to initiation of Project construction: 

 The preconstruction survey will include a focused survey 10 days prior to 
construction searching for western pond turtle nests, and any discovered nests will 
remain undisturbed until the eggs have hatched. 

 Conduct a preconstruction clearance survey for Northwestern pond turtle within 48 
hours prior to the start of construction. If Northwestern pond turtles are observed in 
the construction zone, a qualified biologist shall relocate the turtle to a location 
away from the construction zone. 

BIO-3: Conduct Pre-Construction Bird Nesting Surveys. The following shall be conducted prior 
to initiation of Project construction: 

 Conduct a preconstruction nesting raptor and bird survey of all suitable habitat on 
the Project site within 10 days of the commencement of construction during the 
nesting season (February 1 – September 15). Where accessible, surveys should be 
conducted within 300 feet of the Project site for nesting raptors and within 100 feet 
of the Project site for nesting birds.  

 If active nests are found, a no-disturbance buffer around the nest shall be 
established. The buffer distance shall be established by a qualified biologist in 
consultation with CDFW. The buffer shall be maintained until the fledglings are 
capable of flight and become independent of the nest tree, to be determined by a 
qualified biologist. Once the young are independent of the nest, no further 
measures are necessary. Pre-construction nesting surveys are not required for 
construction activity outside the nesting season. 

BIO-4: Special-Status Mammals Surveys. The following shall be conducted prior to demolition 
and project construction: 

A qualified bat biologist shall conduct a bat habitat assessment for all potential roosting 
habitat onsite (i.e., trees and manufactured structures) no less than a year prior to 
the start of construction activities.  
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• If suitable roosting habitat is identified in the structures onsite during the bat 
habitat assessment, a bat management plan will be prepared by a qualified bat 
biologist and submitted to CDFW. The Bat Management Plan will provide a site-
specific approach to avoiding impacts to roosting bats and implementing 
appropriate mitigation strategies for the loss of bat roosting habitat present 
within the structures based on the results of the bat habitat assessment and 
subsequent emergence and acoustic surveys. The Bat Management Plan will 
include the following: guidelines and timing recommendations for follow-up 
emergence surveys of the structures at designated times throughout the bat 
active season, acoustic data collection and analysis, avoidance and minimization 
measures specific to the structure roosting habitat and species present, 
implementing no-disturbance buffers of active roosting sites, an exclusion plan 
during the appropriate time of year to avoid take (if necessary) of bats from the 
structure prior to demolition, and the development and implementation of 
species-appropriate alternative roosting habitat prior to exclusion. If no suitable 
roosting habitat is found no further measures are necessary.  

• If suitable roosting habitat is found in trees that will be impacted onsite a 
qualified biologist shall conduct an evening bat emergence survey (during the 
bat active period - September 1 to October 15 or when evening temperatures 
are not below 45 degrees Fahrenheit and rain is not over ½ inch in 24 hours; or 
between March 1-April 15 with the same parameters) that will include acoustic 
monitoring to determine whether bats are present. If bats are found roosting in 
trees that cannot be avoided, the trees will be removed during the bat active 
period described above (outside of maternity season - April 15 to September 1 
and hibernation season – October 16 to February 28) following the two-step 
tree removal process under the direction of a qualified bat biologist no bats are 
observed during the emergence survey(s) no further measures will be necessary.  

o As much as feasible, vegetation and trees within the area that are not 
suitable for roosting bats will be removed first to provide a disturbance 
that might reduce the likelihood of bats using the habitat.  

o Two-step tree removal will occur over two consecutive days under 
the supervision of a qualified bat biologist. On Day 1, small branches 
and small limbs containing no cavity, crevice, or exfoliating bark 
habitat on habitat trees (or outer fronds in the case of palm trees), as 
identified by a qualified bat biologist are removed first, using 
chainsaws only (i.e., no dozers, backhoes). The following day (Day 2), 
the remainder of the tree is to be felled/removed. 

BIO-5: Conduct Pre-Construction Crotch Bumble Bee Surveys. Because Crotch bumble bee nest 
locations are chosen on an annual basis and the site provides marginal nesting habitat, a 
CDFW-approved Crotch bumble bee biologist shall conduct three weekly pre-construction 
nesting surveys with focus on detecting active nesting colonies with the third and final 
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survey conducted within 24-hours immediately prior to ground disturbing activities that are 
scheduled to occur during the flight season (February through October). Surveys shall be 
completed at a minimum of one person-hour of searching per three acres of suitable habitat 
during suitable weather conditions (sustained winds less than 8 mph, mostly sunny to full 
sun, temperatures between 65 and 90 degrees Fahrenheit) at an appropriate time of day for 
detection (at least an hour after sunrise and at least two hours before sunset, though ideally 
between 9am-1pm). If no nests are found but the species is present, a full-time qualified 
biological monitor shall be present during initial vegetation or ground disturbing activities 
that are scheduled to occur during the queen flight period (February through March), colony 
active period (March through September), and/or gyne flight period (September through 
October). The Crotch bumble bee biologist shall immediately notify CDFW of the detection 
as further coordination may be required to avoid or mitigate certain impacts. If an active 
Crotch bumble bee nest is detected, an appropriate no disturbance buffer zone (including 
foraging resources and flight corridors essential for supporting the colony) shall be 
established around the nest to reduce the risk of disturbance or accidental take and the 
designated biologist shall coordinate with CDFW to determine if an Incidental Take Permit 
under Section 2081 of the California ESA will be required. Nest avoidance buffers may be 
removed at the completion of the flight season and/or once the qualified Crotch bumble 
bee biologist deems the nesting colony is no longer active and CDFW agrees with the 
determination.  

Building demolition activities shall be allowed to commence prior to completion of the 
preconstruction nesting surveys if demolition activities will not impact potential Crotch 
bumble bee nesting or overwintering habitat. If initial grading is phased or delayed for any 
reason, the 24-hour pre-construction nesting survey will be repeated prior to ground-
disturbing activities that are scheduled to occur during the same flight season (February 
through October) within potential Crotch bumble bee nesting habitat. Three pre-
construction Crotch bumble bee nesting surveys shall be required in subsequent years of 
construction whenever vegetation and ground disturbing activities are scheduled to occur 
during the flight season (February through October) if nesting habitat is still present or has 
re-established and will be affected. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

CUL-1: Implement Measures to Protect Unanticipated Cultural, Archaeological, and/or Tribal 
Cultural Resources Discoveries. The following mitigation measure is intended to address 
the evaluation and treatment of inadvertent/unanticipated discoveries of potential tribal 
cultural resources (TCRs), archaeological, or cultural resources during a project’s ground 
disturbing activities.  

 If any suspected archaeological or cultural resources are discovered during ground 
disturbing construction activities, all work shall cease within 100 feet of the find, or an 
agreed upon distance based on the project area and nature of the find. A professional 
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archaeologist who meets the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Archaeology will make 
recommendations for further evaluation and treatment, as necessary.  

 If any suspected TCRs are discovered during ground disturbing construction activities, all 
work shall cease within 100 feet of the find, or an agreed upon distance based on the 
project area and nature of the find. A Tribal Representative from a California Native 
American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with a geographic area shall 
be immediately notified and shall determine if the find is a TCR (PRC §21074). The Tribal 
Representative will make recommendations for further evaluation and treatment, as 
necessary.  

 When avoidance is infeasible, preservation in place is the preferred option for mitigation 
of TCRs, or archaeological or cultural resources under CEQA protocols, and every effort 
shall be made to preserve the resources in place, including through project redesign, if 
feasible. Culturally appropriate treatment may be, but is not limited to, processing 
materials for reburial, minimizing handling of cultural objects, leaving objects in place 
within the landscape, or returning objects to a location within the project area where 
they will not be subject to future impacts. Permanent curation of TCRs will not take place 
unless approved in writing by the California Native American Tribe(s) that is traditionally 
and culturally affiliated with the project area.  

 The contractor shall implement any measures deemed by the CEQA lead agency to be 
necessary and feasible to preserve in place, avoid, or minimize impacts to the resource, 
including, but not limited to, facilitating the appropriate tribal treatment of the find, as 
necessary. Treatment that preserves or restores the cultural character and integrity of a 
TCR may include Tribal Monitoring, culturally appropriate recovery of cultural objects, 
and reburial of cultural objects or cultural soil.  

 Work at the discovery location cannot resume until all necessary investigation and 
evaluation of the discovery under the requirements of the CEQA, have been satisfied.  

Human Remains 

 If the find includes human remains, or remains that are potentially human, he or she 
shall ensure reasonable protection measures are taken to protect the discovery from 
disturbance (AB 2641). The archaeologist shall notify the Fresno County Coroner (per § 
7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code). The provisions of § 7050.5 of the California 
Health and Safety Code, § 5097.98 of the California PRC, and AB 2641 will be 
implemented. If the Coroner determines the remains are Native American and not the 
result of a crime scene, the Coroner will notify the NAHC, which then will designate a 
Native American Most Likely Descendant (MLD) for the project (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). 
The designated MLD will have 48 hours from the time access to the property is granted 
to make recommendations concerning treatment of the remains. If the landowner does 
not agree with the recommendations of the MLD, the NAHC can mediate (§ 5097.94 of 
the PRC). If no agreement is reached, the landowner must rebury the remains where they 
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will not be further disturbed (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). This will also include either recording 
the site with the NAHC or the appropriate Information Center; using an open space or 
conservation zoning designation or easement; or recording a reinternment document 
with the county in which the property is located (AB 2641). Work may not resume within 
the no-work radius until the lead agencies, through consultation as appropriate, 
determine that the treatment measures have been completed to their satisfaction. 

GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

GEO-1: Discovery of Unknown Paleontological Resources. If any paleontological resources (i.e., 
fossils) are found during Project construction, construction shall be halted immediately in the 
subject area and the area shall be isolated using orange or yellow fencing until RESD is 
notified and the area is cleared for future work. A qualified paleontologist shall be retained 
to evaluate the find and recommend appropriate treatment of the inadvertently discovered 
paleontological resources. In addition, in the event of an inadvertent find, sediment samples 
shall be collected and processed to determine the small fossil potential on the Proposed 
Project Site. If RESD resumes work in a location where paleontological remains have been 
discovered and cleared, RESD shall have a paleontologist onsite to observe any continuing 
excavation to confirm that no additional paleontological resources are in the area. Any fossil 
materials uncovered during mitigation activities shall be deposited in an accredited and 
permanent scientific institution for the benefit of current and future generations. 

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

HAZ-1: Asbestos and Lead Based Paint Remediation Compliance. The proposed Project shall 
comply with all federal, state, and local regulations concerning asbestos. Prior to structure 
demolition, testing for both asbestos and lead based paint shall take place in all buildings to 
be demolished. If lead base paint or asbestos are found, a contractor registered by the 
contractor’s state license board to remove asbestos and lead based paint shall conduct 
removal of all suspected materials. During demolition, water support shall be used to 
prevent the release of visible air emissions. 

TRAFFIC 

TRA-1: Construction Traffic Management Plan. Prior to commencing construction of the 
Proposed Project, a construction traffic control plan (Traffic Plan) shall be prepared by the 
Contractor, in coordination with DGS and Fresno County. The traffic plan shall be detailed 
and comprehensive to adequately mitigate potential conflicts between traffic and 
construction-related activities. The Traffic Plan shall include, at a minimum, the following 
measures:  

A. Contractor’s work within the County’s right of way is subject to general permit 
conditions of County’s issued encroachment permit including implementing traffic 
controls, restricting work on holidays and weekends, and notifying the traffic 
management center daily. 
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B. Adequate off-street worker parking shall be provided.  
C. A scheduling plan showing hours of operation to minimize congestion during peak 

hours and special events.  
D. Roadway disturbances shall be minimized during non-working hours; open trenches 

shall be covered with steel plates or by the use of temporary backfill during non-working 
hours.  

E. All paved surfaces disturbed during construction shall be repaved when work is 
complete. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This document is the Final Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (Final IS/MND) including the 
Responses to Comments and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan for the Residential Center, 
Auberry: New Residential Center. It has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resource Code Section 21000 et. seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines 
(California Code of Regulations Section 15000 et seq.) as amended. This Final IS/MND and Responses to 
Comments document supplements and updates the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(Draft IS/MND) released for public review on August 4, 2023. 

CCC is the Lead Agency for the Proposed Project. On August 4, 2023, CCC distributed the Draft IS/MND 
for the proposed Project to public agencies and the general public for review and comment. In 
accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines, a 30-day review period, which ended on September 4, 2023, 
was completed. During the public review period, eight (8) comment letters on the Draft IS/MND was 
received from interested parties. 

This Final IS/MND and Responses to Comments document is organized as follows:  

 Section 1.0 provides a discussion of the purpose of the document and discusses the structure of 
the document;  

 Section 2.0 contains a summary of the Project Description, a description of minor changes to the 
Project Description and a discussion regarding why these changes do not require recirculation of 
the Draft IS/MND;  

 Section 3.0 includes the comment letters received and responses to these comments;  

 Section 4.0 includes corrections and revisions made to the Draft IS/MND in response to 
comments;  

 Section 5.0 includes the Proposed Project’s Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
(MMRP), prepared pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21081.6; and  

 Section 6.0 includes the Notice of Intent, Proof of Publication, Environmental Filing Receipt, and 
the Draft IS/MND.  

This Final MND document and the Draft IS/MND together constitute the environmental document for the 
proposed Project. As a result of comments received on the Draft IS/MND, minor revisions were required 
to the Draft IS/MND text, however, there were no substantial revisions that would require recirculation of 
the document. A substantial revision according to Section 15073.5 of the 2021 CEQA Statute Guidelines 
shall mean: 

“(1) A new, avoidable significant effect is identified and mitigation measures or project revisions must be 
added in order to reduce the effect to insignificance, or 
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 (2) The lead agency determines that the proposed mitigation measures or project revisions will not 
reduce potential effects to less than significance and new measures or revisions must be 
required.” 
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2.0 PROJECT OVERVIEW 

2.1 Project Location 

The Proposed Project is located immediately west of the Auberry Road and Powerhouse Road intersection 
at the former Auberry Elementary School (33367 North Auberry Road) in Auberry, California. The Project 
site corresponds to a portion of Section 8, Township 10 south, and Range 23 east (Mount Diablo Base and 
Meridian) within the “Auberry, California” 7.5-minute quadrangle (U.S. Geological Survey [USGS] 1987). 
The approximate center of the Project site is located at latitude (NAD83) 37.080134° and longitude 
(NAD83) -119.487500° within the Upper San Joaquin Watershed (Hydrologic Unit Code #18040006, USGS 
2016). 

2.2 Project Description Summary 

Department of General Services on behalf of California Conservation Corps (CCC) initiated preparation of 
an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) in spring of 2020 for the proposed renovation of 
an existing dilapidated elementary school in the unincorporated community of Auberry to allow the CCC 
to better fulfill their mission and objectives in the region with an upgraded, modern facility. The 
Department of General Services (DGS) prepared the document on behalf of CCC. The Draft IS/MND was 
circulated in July of 2020 and receive seven comment letters. A Final IS/MND was not completed or 
approved for the project. Based on those comments, data collection at the existing onsite wells was 
conducted to further analyze the impact that the project may have on the groundwater supply in the area. 
Additionally, in August 2022 Nichols, Melburg, & Rossetto Architects (NM&R) completed a Pre-
Assessment and Recommendations Report for the Proposed Project. This report found that due to the 
age and condition of the existing buildings onsite, it was recommended that the existing buildings should 
not be remodeled but demolished and new structures built on the project site. In response, DGS on behalf 
of CCC (state) has initiated preparation of a revised IS/MND to address the changes to the project and 
recirculation of the Draft IS/MND for public review.  

2.3 Decision Not to Recirculate Draft MND 

After the completion of the public/agency comment period for the Draft IS/MND, minor changes were 
made to sections of the IS/MND. These revisions do not meet the criteria for recirculation of the MND 
prior to adoption as outlined in Section 15073.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines. According to the 
Guidelines “A lead agency is required to recirculate a negative declaration when the document must be 
substantially revised after public notice of its availability has been given pursuant to Section 15072 but 
prior to its adoption.” 

The revisions proposed in this Final MND do not meet the criteria for recirculation provided in Section 
15073.5 (c) of the CEQA Guidelines. These criteria are provided below, along with an explanation 
regarding the reasons why the changes to the IS/MND do not require recirculation. 

Recirculation is not required under the following circumstances: 
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(1) Mitigation measures are replaced with equal or more effective measures pursuant to 
Section 15074.1. 

a. No mitigation measures have been replaced. However, Mitigation Measure BIO-1 
though BIO-4, CUL-1 and TRA-1 were revised, and BIO-5 was added. 

(2) New Project revisions are added in response to written or verbal comments on the 
Project’s effects identified in the proposed negative declaration which are not new 
avoidable significant effects. 

a. No revisions to the Project as described in the Draft IS/MND have been made.  

(3) Measures or conditions of Project approval are added after circulation of the negative 
declaration, which is not required by CEQA, which do not create new significant 
environmental effects, and are not necessary to mitigate an avoidable significant effect. 

a. A minor revision was made to the Hydrology and Water Quality section to add 
clarification to discussion checklist question (B). As discussed above, minor revisions to 
Mitigation Measures BIO-1 though BIO-4 CUL-1and TRA-1 have been incorporated 
and one new mitigation measure (BIO-5) has been added; however, all impacts will 
remain less than significant with incorporation of mitigation. 

(4) New information is added to the negative declaration which merely clarifies, amplifies, or 
makes insignificant modifications to the negative declaration. 

a. Mitigation Measure revisions only serve to clarify agency requirements and do not 
require recirculation. 

b. CCC made minor revisions to the Biological Resources, Cultural, and Geology and Soils, 
and Hydrology and Water Quality, and traffic  sections, but those revisions did not alter 
or otherwise affect conclusions about impacts to biological and cultural resources or 
geology and soils and hydrology and water quality as determined in the Draft IS/MND. 
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3.0 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

This section of the document contains copies of the comment letters received during the 30-day public 
review period, which began on August 4, 2023, and ended on September 4, 2023. In conformance with 
Section 15088(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines, CAL FIRE has considered comments on environmental 
issues from reviewers of the Draft IS/MND and has prepared written responses. Eight (8) letters were 
received via mail and email during the 30-day comment period and one (1) was received after the end of 
the comment period. These letters, and the responses to the comments contained in the letters are 
provided in this section. 

A list of public agencies, organizations, and individuals that provided comments on the Draft IS/MND is 
presented below. The letters and responses to comments follow this page. 

3.1 List of Comment Letters 
Leter 

Number Sender Date Received 

1 Mike Boland (email) August 8, 2023 

2 Mike Boland (letter) August 24, 2023 

3 Ruth Cramer - Resident August 29, 2023 

4 Brenda Smith and Winnie Turner - Residents August 29, 2023 

5 B. Moore - Resident August 29, 2023 

6 Jane E. Linnenhall - Resident August 29, 2023 

7 Nita Capp Resident of Mt. Ararat MHP (Space #10) August 29, 2023 

8 Melinda Hayworth - Resident August 29, 2023 

9 Julie Vance - California State Department of Fish and Wildlife September 20,2023 
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3.2 Email 1 (Boland) – Mike Boland, Received August 8, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 



Residential Center, Auberry: New Residential Center  
Final Mitigated Negative Declaration Approval 

Comments and Responses 3-3 November 2023 

  



Residential Center, Auberry: New Residential Center  
Final Mitigated Negative Declaration Approval 

Comments and Responses 3-4 November 2023 

3.2.1 Response to Comment MBa-1: 

Project water demand is discussed in Section 5.0 of the March 24, 2023 Water Supply Assessment, which 
is Appendix I of the Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND). Water demand is 
identified for three separate water uses at the facility. The first use is for the water that will be needed for 
demolition of the existing facilities and construction of the new facilities, primarily for dust control and soil 
conditioning. The demolition and construction water demand equates to 8.8 gallons per minute (gpm) 
and would occur during daylight hours. The demolition and construction water demand would occur 
during the initial stages of the project and would cease prior to any of the other water uses. 

The second use is for the daily operation of the training center, which includes the water needs for up to 
100 corpsmembers and 26 staff. The daily water demand is estimated to range from approximately 4,200 
gallons per day (gpd) to 11,350 gpd, or about three gpm to eight gpm of continuous pumping. For a 25 
gpm well, pumping would need to occur for 168 minutes to 454 minutes per day (equivalent to 2 hours 
48 minutes and 7 hours 34 minutes each day, respectively). The water demand for daily operation of the 
training center would begin after construction is completed and the facility is occupied. 

The third use is for fire water storage, using two 170,000-gallon storage tanks. As noted on page 4-86 of 
the Draft IS/MND, any tank filling would occur using the following protocols: 

1. The two tanks should only be filled during rainy periods in the winter and early spring;  

2. The two tanks should not be filled during the summer or fall, or during periods of 
extended drought;  

3. The pumping rate during tank filling should be reduced by 50 percent, to approximately 
12.5 gpm.  

Following these protocols is intended to prevent any interference between the tank filling and the water 
needs supplied by neighboring wells. 

The daily operational demand may be met directly from the onsite wells, or from the fire water tanks. If 
the water is supplied from the tanks, it would be utilized and replenished at the rates described above for 
the operational water use (average rates of three to eight gpm). However, the water volume in the two 
170,000-gallon tanks would primarily be stored for use when needed to fight fires in the region and would 
only be refilled when used for fire suppression purposes. As noted in many of the comments received, 
most local wells are incapable of producing sufficient water for firefighting purposes. Thus, the reserve 
volume represents a substantial asset to the community in terms of reserve fire suppression capability. 

None of these three separate water demands would overlap in time, except for refilling of the storage 
tanks if depleted for firefighting. In that case, the tanks would be refilled following the protocols listed 
above. 



Residential Center, Auberry: New Residential Center  
Final Mitigated Negative Declaration Approval 

Comments and Responses 3-5 November 2023 

3.2.2 Response to Comment MBa-2: 

The commentor is correct that the daily water demands for the facility would easily be met by the 25 gpm 
well. As noted in the Response to Comment MBa-1, above, the average daily demand is equivalent to 
pumping at a constant rate of three to eight gpm and would require a 25-gpm well to pump for 168 
minutes to 454 minutes a day, on average. 

The 340,000 gallons of fire suppression water would be stored and used on an as needed basis to fight 
fires in the local area. These tanks would not be refilled on a regular basis. They are not a part of the 
normal daily water use for the facility. 

A straightforward geometric analysis can also be used to demonstrate the minimal impact that occasional 
and intermittent extraction of 340,000 gallons would have on the amount of groundwater in the local 
bedrock aquifer. For example, the volume of the aquifer that would be affected is equivalent to: 

V = π*r2*h*n, 

Where V is the total volume of groundwater removed (340,000 gallons, equal to 45,455 cubic feet of 
water), r is the radius, h is the height that the water table decreases, and n is the porosity. If it is assumed 
that the radius is 750 feet (i.e., the approximate distance to the nearest neighboring well at the Mt. Ararat 
MHP) and the porosity is 1 percent (i.e., 0.01, a low range estimate for productive fractured bedrock 
aquifers), then the water table would only decrease 2.6 feet on average throughout the area encompassed 
by the 750-foot radius.  If the porosity was only half the assumed amount (i.e., one-half percent, or 0.005), 
or groundwater was only present in one-half of the area encompassed by the 750-foot radius, then the 
total decline in the water table due to extraction of 340,000 gallons would be only 5.2 feet. In either case, 
the immediate effect on wells at or beyond the 750-foot radius is very small. 

3.2.3 Response to Comment MBa-3: 

The comments received in 2020 have been considered and appreciable additional field data collection 
and technical analyses have been conducted, as reflected in the Water Supply Assessment and its 
Appendix A (collectively, Appendix I of the Draft IS/MND). 
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3.3 Letter 2 (Boland) – Mike Boland, Received August 24, 2023 
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3.3.1 Response to Comment MBb-1: 

Existing facilities at the site would be demolished before any new construction occurs. Therefore, the two 
new 170,000-gallon storage tanks would not be present to support the demolition and construction 
activities. The analysis presented in the Water Supply Assessment (Appendix I of the draft IS/MND) and in 
Sections 4.10 and 4.19 of the IS/MND are based on a presumption that water needed for demolition and 
construction would be provided by the existing onsite 25 gpm well. 

3.3.2 Response to Comment MBb-2: 

The storage provided by the two 170,000-gallon tanks is primarily reserve water for fire suppression 
needs.  As recommended in Section 4.10.3, on page 4-86 of the Draft IS/MND, the tanks would be filled 
during the winter months and not during the dry months or a drought period. The tanks would also be 
filled at one-half of the well capacity, or a rate of 12.5 gpm. Water for daily operation of the facility may 
be provided directly from the onsite wells or it may come from the tanks. In the latter case, the tanks 
would be replenished at the rates described for the daily operational water use in Section 4.10.3, on page 
4-85 of the Draft IS/MND (i.e., an average of three to eight gpm over a 24-hour period). 

See also responses to Comments MBa-1 and MBa-2. 

3.3.3 Response to Comment MBb-3: 

The 170,000-gallon tanks would not experience “constant re-filling” as stated in the comment. Once 
initially filled, the water would be retained for emergency fire suppression needs. The tanks would only be 
re-filled if depleted during firefighting activities in and around the local community or during infrequent 
maintenance activities. 

3.3.4 Response to Comment MBb-4: 
The water usage for the CCC Campus at Auberry will be less than the school usage in the past. References 
to the amount of water used on a daily basis being fairly small are cited in this comment when discussing 
the size of the Septic System and the amount of drawdown resulting from the CCC use of the site. The 
facility will have low-flow plumbing fixtures compared to the typical plumbing fixtures from when the 
school was constructed. The Landscape will require limited irrigation compared to fully irrigated play fields 
and school grounds, and (as noted) the number of occupants on the CCC Campus is considerably less 
than when the school was fully occupied. 

The need for the large storage tanks has very little to do with the daily usage by the CCC.  The storage 
tank are necessary to have a large amount of water available for the Fire Sprinkler System to use if there is 
a fire in one of the buildings. Current requirements of the California Fire Code dictate the amount of water 
required to be stored onsite. Once the tanks are full, they will not need to be emptied or refilled except 
when there is maintenance performed on the tanks or a major fire event that requires a large drawdown.  
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3.3.5 Response to Comment MBb-5: 

The water requirements for the day-to-day operations at the facility, and the methods used to prepare the 
estimates, are described in detail in Section 5.0 of the Water Supply Assessment (Appendix I of the Draft 
IS/MND). The daily operational water demand is estimated to range from 4,200 gallons per day to 11,350 
gallons per day. Those volumes are equivalent to pumping continuously at three gpm to eight gpm, 
respectively, or pumping a 25-gpm well for 168 minutes to 454 minutes per day, respectively. The daily 
operational project water requirements are comparable to the per person per day water uses for the 
nearby mobile home parks referenced in the comment. 

It is important to note that the daily water needs from the facility can be provided directly from the well, 
without the storage tanks. The two proposed 170,000-gallon tanks are for fire suppression water storage. 
Their size and volume are not linked to the daily water usage. 

3.3.6 Response to Comment MBb-6: 

Data and effects from the pumping tests referred to in this comment are discussed and cited five times in 
the Water Supply Assessment and its Appendix A (which are, collectively, Appendix I of the Draft IS/MND). 
See citations to Melvin C. Simons Associates, 2007, Hydrogeologic Analysis, Midland-Pacific Auberry Project, 
Fresno County, California on pages 11, 13, 23, and 24 in the Appendix I document.  

Table 2 of the Melvin C. Simons Associates 2007 report is copied below. Between September 2003 and 
November 2006, a total of six separate aquifer pumping tests were conducted for the proposed 
development project. The duration of each test ranged from 10 days to 19 days and the average pumping 
rate for each test ranged from 50 gpm to 129 gpm. The pumping was particularly intense in November 
2006, with three tests occurring in succession throughout the month. Based on the data from the cited 
report, a total of almost 4 million (4,000,000) gallons of groundwater were pumped during the well testing 
in November 2006. This total equates to an average pumping volume of almost 120,000 gallons per day. 
Thus, the pumping that is alleged to have damaged the commentor’s wells occurred at rates that are 10 
to almost 30 times greater than those that would occur to supply the daily project water needs.  

In conclusion, the pumping tests referred to in this comment were considered in the evaluation and 
detailed analysis demonstrates that any potential effects from the CCC Auberry pumping would be 
miniscule compared to the alleged effects from the 2003 to 2006 offsite pumping. 
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3.3.7 Response to Comment MBb-7: 

Just as pumping of wells for the project may have an effect on water levels on adjacent properties, such as 
the Mt. Ararat MHP, pumping of wells on adjacent properties may also have an effect on water levels at 
the project site. Figure A-2 in Appendix A of the Water Supply Assessment shows the water levels in a well 
on the project site, referred to as Well-Track, from December 2020 to March 2021. As discussed in 
Appendix A of the Water Supply Assessment, Well-Track is the closest well on the project site to the Mt. 
Ararat MHP and during the period monitored, pumping did not occur in any wells on the project site, 
including the 25-gpm well near the Auberry Volunteer Fire Department building, referred to as Well-Fire. 
Thus, any fluctuations in groundwater levels at Well-Track would be due to outside influences, such as 
local rainfall and pumping of nearby offsite wells. The rainfall effects are reflected over periods of weeks 
to months, whereas pumping of nearby wells should be reflected in the data on a daily basis. 

As can be seen on Figure A-2 in Appendix A of the Water Supply Assessment, which is reproduced below, 
there are very small water level fluctuations that occurred in Well-Track on a daily basis that range from 
approximately 0.01 ft to 0.15 ft, or about one-tenth (0.1) inch to 1.8 inches.  Thus, the maximum effect that 
pumping of the Mt. Ararat MHP wells may be having on the water levels at the project site is in the range 
of one to two inches or less. As described in Comments MB-4 and MB-5, the well at Mt. Ararat MHP that 
is nearest to the project site pumps at 12 gpm, steady. Therefore, if pumping at 12 gpm at the Mt. Ararat 
well causes no more than one to two inches of drawdown in wells on the project site, then the calculated 
daily drawdown of 3.3 inches at the Mt. Ararat wells due to intermittent pumping on a day-to-day basis 
from the project well at 25 gpm is reasonable and completely consistent with the observed field 
measurements. 

It is also worth noting that the drawdown within the casing of Well-Fire during pumping in August 2021 is 
estimated to have been in the range of 36 feet (see Figure A-4 in Appendix A of the Water Supply 
Assessment). That value is consistent with the drawdown in the main Mt. Ararat well of 27 feet while 
pumping of that well at 12 gpm, as reported in Comment MB-4. 

Thus, the drawdown analysis presented in Appendix A of the Water Supply Assessment is consistent with 
the water level data measured in the field in 2020 and 2021 and with the reported behavior of the Mt. 
Ararat wells as reported by the commentor.  
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3.3.8 Response to Comment MBb-8: 

As documented in detail in Appendix I to the Draft IS/MND and the responses to comments presented 
above, the existing analysis and conclusions are fully supported by the available data and consistent with 
the drawdowns related to pumping of the adjacent Mt. Ararat MHP wells. No further analysis is required. 
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Letter 3 (Cramer) – Ruth Cramer, Received August 24, 2023 
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3.3.9 Response to Comment RC-1: 

Comment Noted. The two proposed 170,000-gallon water storage tanks that would be installed as part of 
the Auberry CCC training facility are not sized based on the water needs for operation of the facility. The 
two tanks would provide water storage for local fire suppression needs. The tanks would be filled once 
constructed, and the water would be held in reserve until needed for fighting fires in the Auberry area. As 
described on Page 4-86 of the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND), tank filling is 
recommended to be conducted under the following conditions to minimize potential temporary 
reductions in the water supply for the Mt. Ararat Mobile Home Park: 

1. The two tanks should only be filled during rainy periods in the winter and early spring;  

2. The two tanks should not be filled during the summer or fall, or during periods of extended 
drought; and  

3. The pumping rate during tank filling should be reduced by 50 percent, to approximately 12.5 
gallons per minute (gpm). 

If the tanks are depleted for firefighting, they would be re-filled following these same recommendations, 
unless additional water was required on an emergency basis for on-going fire suppression needs. 

As noted in several of the comments, the amount of water available from local wells is limited, such that 
adequate capacity is not currently available in the immediate area to provide sufficient water for fighting a 
wildland fire. Thus, the two 170,000-gallons tanks represent an asset to the community and significantly 
enhance firefighting resources in the immediate vicinity. 

The day-to-day operational needs for the CCC training facility are described in detail in Section 5.0 of the 
Water Supply Assessment (which is Appendix I of the Draft IS/MND) and summarized on page 4-85 of the 
Draft IS/MND. Those needs range from approximately 4,200 gallons per day up to 11,350 gallons per day 
and are equivalent to pumping at a rate of 3 gpm to 8 gpm on a continuous basis, or equivalent to 
pumping the existing onsite 25-gpm well for 168 minutes to 454 minutes (i.e., 2 hours 48 minutes to 7 
hours 34 minutes) each day. These pumping rates and durations are comparable to those that occur at 
mobile home parks in Auberry, according to comments received from the manager of the Mt. Ararat MHP, 
Mr. Mike Boland, and the available information shows that such pumping does not affect groundwater 
levels or volumes at adjacent properties.  

In conclusion, pumping to fill the two 170,000-gallon water tanks would occur infrequently and only 
during periods when adequate groundwater is typically available, unless needed for an immediate local 
fire emergency. Pumping for the day-to-day facility operations is very small, is comparable to that which 
occurs at adjacent mobile home parks, and would not affect the water supply of nearby wells. 
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Letter 4 (Smith/Turner) – Brenda Smith and Winnie Turner, Received August 24, 
2023 

  

S/T-1 
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3.3.10 Response to Comment S/T-1: 

Comment Noted. Please see previous response to comment RC-1. 
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Letter 5 (Moore) – B. Moore, Received August 24, 2023 
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3.3.11 Response to Comment BM-1: 

Comment Noted. Please see previous response to comment RC-1. 
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Letter 6 (Linnanhall) – Jane Linnanhall, Received August 24, 2023 
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3.3.12 Response to Comment JL-1: 

Comment Noted. Please see previous response to comment RC-1. 
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Letter 7 (Capp) – Nita Capp Mt. Ararat MHP Resident, Received August 24, 2023 

 

 



 



Residential Center, Auberry: New Residential Center  
Final Mitigated Negative Declaration Approval 

Comments and Responses 3-24 November 2023 

3.3.13 Response to Comment MHPR-1: 

Comment Noted. Please see previous response to comment RC-1. 
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Letter 8 (Hayworth) – Melinda Hayworth, Received August 24, 2023 
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3.3.14 Response to Comment LH-1: 

Comment Noted. Please see previous response to comment RC-1. 
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Letter 9 (CDFW) – Julie Vance – California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Received 
September 20, 2023 
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3.3.15 Response to Comment CDFW-1: 

Crotch Bumble Bee 

The project site has been highly disturbed from prior development as well as utilization of the site as a 
wildfire response staging area during November of 2020. As part of the staging activities, portions of the 
site were graded and prepared for parking using gravel, straw, and wood chips. Furthermore, a substantial 
portion of the project development area includes existing buildings, paved walkways, roadways, patio 
areas, sports courts, and other hardscape that would not provide habitat.  

Disturbed grasslands on the site could provide marginal habitat for potential nesting, foraging, and 
overwintering habitat for the Crotch bumble bee. Because this species is a generalist forager and bees 
may nest and overwinter under thatch or in abandoned rodent burrows and locations change each year, 
temporary and permanent impacts due to removal of these habitats would not be expected to contribute 
substantially to the overall decline of this species unless an active nest or overwintering gyne (future 
queen) were to be impacted. Due to the highly disturbed nature of the project site as well as existing 
development, the project is not anticipated to have impacts to the crotch bumble bee. However, in 
response to CDFW’s comment, Mitigation Measures BIO-5 has been added to Section 4 below.  

3.3.16 Response to Comment CDFW-2: 

Potential impacts to these special-status species will be reduced to less than significant with 
implementation of previously described and additional mitigation measures as explained below. 

3.3.17 Response to Comment CDFW-3: 
This comment reiterates the special-status plant discussion from the Draft IS/MND. See additional 
discussion and response to comment CDFW-9.  

3.3.18 Response to Comment CDFW-4: 

For discussion of the Crotch bumble bee, please see response to comment CDFW-1. 

3.3.19 Response to Comment CDFW-5: 
The Project area and the adjacent reach of Sandy Creek represent marginally suitable habitat for foothill 
yellow-legged frog (FLYF) and there is low probability of this species’ occurrence onsite. FYLF are found in 
perennial rocky foothill and mountain streams and rivers with rocky substrate and open, sunny banks. The 
Sandy Creek bed adjacent to the Project is seasonal and comprised of sand and sediments deposited 
from upstream and local sources.  

In addition to the proposed MM in the Draft IS/MND (BIO-1, see section 4), erosion control/wildlife 
fencing will be installed at 75 feet from the edge of the creek to prevent impacts to individual movement 
onto the Project site. This will be sufficient to reduce impacts to foothill yellow-legged frog to less-than-
significant. 
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3.3.20 Response to Comment CDFW-6: 
It is acknowledged that the uplands adjacent to Sandy Creek could represent nesting habitat for western 
pond turtles. Consequently, for the proposed MM BIO-2 in the Draft IS/MND the preconstruction survey 
will include a focused survey 10 days prior to construction searching for western pond turtle nests, and 
any discovered nests will remain undisturbed until the eggs have hatched (see Section 4, BIO-2). 

For the preconstruction survey conducted within 48 hours of construction and during Project 
construction, individuals found onsite will be allowed to move out of the area on their own and will not be 
relocated. 

In addition to these measures, erosion control/wildlife fencing will be installed at 75 feet from the edge of 
the creek to prevent impacts to individual movement onto the Project site (see Section 4, BIO-1). This will 
be sufficient to reduce impacts to western pond turtles to less-than-significant. 

3.3.21 Response to Comment CDFW-7: 
We acknowledge that the nesting bird season could extend to September 15, and that performing pre-
construction nesting bird surveys within 10 days instead of 14 days prior to ground disturbance could 
maximize the probability that nests could be detected (see Section 4, BIO-3) 

We believe the original proposed survey buffers (300 feet for raptors and 100 feet for non-raptor species 
protected under the MBTA) are sufficient to identify occupied nests that could be impacted by project 
construction because much of the surrounding lands are privately owned and subject to regular 
disturbances. 

If an active nest is found, the avoidance buffer should be determined by a qualified biologist based on 
factors such as species, behavior of nest occupants, presence of visual/audio barriers. These measures will 
be sufficient to reduce impacts to protected birds and occupied nests. 

3.3.22 Response to Comment CDFW-8: 
It is acknowledged that there is the potential for roosting habitat for special status bats to be present in 
the structures and trees in the Project Area. Consequently, MM BIO-4 in the Draft IS/MND has been 
updated to require that the bat habitat assessment timeline occurs no less than a year prior to the start of 
construction. This will ensure there is adequate time to complete any necessary survey and mitigation 
actions within the appropriate timeframes prior to construction. The preparation of a Bat Management 
Plan as specified in MM BIO-4 would provide a site-specific and species-specific approach to avoiding, 
minimizing, and mitigating for impacts to roosting bats onsite, and would include acoustic and 
emergence surveys during the appropriate seasons. Further, the survey methodology specified in the 
measure for all necessary emergence surveys has been revised to require both visual and acoustic 
monitoring in order to determine the presence and species of any bats present. 

As the conclusions of this updated measure remain consistent with those in the Draft IS/MND it is not 
deemed necessary to recirculate the IS/MND after this amendment. 
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If bats are found to occupy the site, the approved bat management plan will specify: a no-disturbance 
buffer, methodology for bat exclusion during the appropriate time of year to avoid take, and all necessary 
habitat mitigation measures, as well as the other items specified in the updated MM BIO-4 (see Section 4).  

3.3.23 Response to Comment CDFW-9: 
The special-status plants that are potentially occurring are species that are typically found in woodland, 
riparian communities. The project impacts are proposed in disturbed grassland and constructed habitats 
that were once the school grounds, including ball fields and lawns. There are no proposed impacts to 
woodland, riparian habitats, so no plant surveys are necessary. 

3.3.24 Response to Comment CDFW-10: 
Pre-construction nesting bird surveys will be performed and if found, active nests will be protected by an 
avoidance buffer to be determined by a qualified biologist. This will ensure that the Project does not 
result in violation of MBTA or relevant Fish and Game Code(s). See response to comment CDFW-7.  

No stream or riparian impacts are anticipated, so an LSA Agreement is not required. 

3.3.25 Response to Comment CDFW-11: 

Comment Noted. 
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4.0 REVISIONS TO THE DRAFT INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION 

As a result of minor Project changes and comments received on the Draft IS/MND, revisions have been 
made to the Draft IS/MND text. These revisions include minor changes to mitigation measures, and do 
not constitute substantial revisions that would require recirculation of the document. According to Section 
15073.5 of the CEQA Guidelines, a substantial revision shall mean: 

(1) A new, avoidable significant effect is identified and mitigation measures or project 
revisions must be added in order to reduce the effect to insignificance, or 

(2) The lead agency determines that the proposed mitigation measures or project revisions 
will not reduce potential effects to less than significance and new measures or revisions 
must be required.” 

The revisions are provided below. Changes in text are identified by strikeout where text is removed and by 
underline where text is added. 

4.1.1 Biological Resources  

4.1.2 Biological Resources (IV) Environmental Checklist and Discussion 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 





 


  

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. 

4.1.2.1 Invertebrates and Fish 

The Project Site does not provide suitable habitat for any special-status invertebrate or fish. Therefore, 
there will be no impact and these species are not discussed further. 

The project could have marginal habitat for the Crotch bumble bee. The project site has been highly 
disturbed from prior development as well as utilization of the site as a wildfire response staging area 
during November of 2020. As part of the staging activities, portions of the site were graded and prepared 
for parking using gravel, straw, and wood chips. Furthermore, a substantial portion of the project 
development area includes existing buildings, paved walkways, roadways, patio areas, sports courts, and 
other hardscape that would not provide habitat.  
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Disturbed grasslands on the site could provide marginal habitat for potential nesting, foraging, and 
overwintering habitat for the Crotch bumble bee. Because this species is a generalist forager and bees 
may nest and overwinter under thatch or in abandoned rodent burrows and locations change each year, 
temporary and permanent impacts due to removal of these habitats would not be expected to contribute 
substantially to the overall decline of this species unless an active nest or overwintering gyne (future 
queen) were to be impacted. Due to the highly disturbed nature of the project site as well as existing 
development, the project is not anticipated to have impacts to the crotch bumble bee. However, 
implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-5 will ensure impacts stay less than significant.  

BIO-1: Conduct Pre-Construction Sensitive Amphibians Surveys. The following shall be 
conducted prior to initiation of Project construction: 

Conduct a preconstruction clearance survey for foothill yellow-legged frogs within 48 hours 
prior to the start of construction. If foothill yellow-legged frogs are observed, work will not 
proceed until consultation with CDFW has taken place, and avoidance measures (such as 
exclusionary fencing and biological monitoring) will likely be required. In addition, erosion 
control/wildlife fencing will be installed at 75 feet from Little Sandy Creek to prevent impacts 
to individual movement onto the Project site. 

BIO-2: Conduct Pre-Construction Northwestern pond turtle surveys. The following shall be 
conducted prior to initiation of Project construction: 

 The preconstruction survey will include a focused survey 10 days prior to 
construction searching for western pond turtle nests, and any discovered nests will 
remain undisturbed until the eggs have hatched. 

 Conduct a preconstruction clearance survey for Northwestern pond turtle within 48 
hours prior to the start of construction. If Northwestern pond turtles are observed in 
the construction zone, a qualified biologist shall relocate the turtle to a location 
away from the construction zone. 

BIO-3: Conduct Pre-Construction Bird Nesting Surveys. The following shall be conducted prior 
to initiation of Project construction: 

 Conduct a preconstruction nesting raptor and bird survey of all suitable habitat on 
the Project site within 10 14 days of the commencement of construction during the 
nesting season (February 1 – September 15 August 31). Where accessible, surveys 
should be conducted within 300 feet of the Project site for nesting raptors and 
within 100 feet of the Project site for nesting birds.  

 If active nests are found, a no-disturbance buffer around the nest shall be 
established. The buffer distance shall be established by a qualified biologist in 
consultation with CDFW. The buffer shall be maintained until the fledglings are 
capable of flight and become independent of the nest tree, to be determined by a 
qualified biologist. Once the young are independent of the nest, no further 
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measures are necessary. Pre-construction nesting surveys are not required for 
construction activity outside the nesting season. 

BIO-4:          Special-Status Mammals Surveys. The following shall be conducted prior to demolition 
and project construction: 

A qualified bat biologist shall conduct preconstruction roosting bat surveys a bat habitat 
assessment for all potential suitable roosting habitat onsite (i.e., trees and 
manufactured structures) no more less than a year prior to the start of construction 
activities.  

• If suitable roosting habitat is identified in the structures onsite during the bat 
habitat assessment, a bat management plan will be prepared by a qualified bat 
biologist and submitted to CDFW. The Bat Management Plan will provide a site-
specific approach to avoiding impacts to roosting bats and implementing 
appropriate mitigation strategies for the loss of bat roosting habitat present 
within the structures based on the results of the bat habitat assessment and 
subsequent emergence and acoustic surveys. The Bat Management Plan will 
include the following: guidelines and timing recommendations for follow-up 
emergence surveys of the structures at designated times throughout the bat 
active season, acoustic data collection and analysis, avoidance and minimization 
measures specific to the structure roosting habitat and species present, 
implementing no-disturbance buffers of active roosting sites, an exclusion plan 
during the appropriate time of year to avoid take (if necessary) of bats from the 
structure prior to demolition, and the development and implementation of 
species-appropriate alternative roosting habitat prior to exclusion. If no suitable 
roosting habitat is found no further measures are necessary.  

• If suitable roosting habitat is found in trees that will be impacted onsite a 
qualified biologist shall conduct an evening bat emergence survey (during the 
bat active period - September 1 to October 15 or when evening temperatures 
are not below 45 degrees Fahrenheit and rain is not over ½ inch in 24 hours; or 
between March 1-April 15 with the same parameters) within a week or less 
from the start of construction that will  may include acoustic monitoring to 
determine whether bats are present. If bats are found roosting in trees that 
cannot be avoided, the trees will be removed during the bat active period 
described above (outside of maternity season - April 15 to September 1 and 
hibernation season – October 16 to February 28) following the two-step tree 
removal process under the direction of a qualified bat biologist. Consultation 
with CDFW prior to initiation of disturbance of suitable roosting habitat shall be 
required. If bats are not found during the preconstruction surveys no bats are 
observed during the emergence survey(s) no further measures will be necessary.  
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o As much as feasible, vegetation and trees within the area that are not 
suitable for roosting bats will be removed first to provide a disturbance 
that might reduce the likelihood of bats using the habitat.  

o Two-step tree removal will occur over two consecutive days under 
the supervision of a qualified bat biologist. On Day 1, small branches 
and small limbs containing no cavity, crevice, or exfoliating bark 
habitat on habitat trees (or outer fronds in the case of palm trees), as 
identified by a qualified bat biologist are removed first, using 
chainsaws only (i.e., no dozers, backhoes). The following day (Day 2), 
the remainder of the tree is to be felled/removed. 

BIO-5:    Conduct Pre-Construction Crotch Bumble Bee Surveys. Because Crotch bumble bee nest 
locations are chosen on an annual basis and the site provides marginal nesting habitat, a 
CDFW-approved Crotch bumble bee biologist shall conduct three weekly pre-construction 
nesting surveys with focus on detecting active nesting colonies with the third and final 
survey conducted within 24-hours immediately prior to ground disturbing activities that are 
scheduled to occur during the flight season (February through October). Surveys shall be 
completed at a minimum of one person-hour of searching per three acres of suitable habitat 
during suitable weather conditions (sustained winds less than 8 mph, mostly sunny to full 
sun, temperatures between 65 and 90 degrees Fahrenheit) at an appropriate time of day for 
detection (at least an hour after sunrise and at least two hours before sunset, though ideally 
between 9am-1pm). If no nests are found but the species is present, a full-time qualified 
biological monitor shall be present during initial vegetation or ground disturbing activities 
that are scheduled to occur during the queen flight period (February through March), colony 
active period (March through September), and/or gyne flight period (September through 
October). The Crotch bumble bee biologist shall immediately notify CDFW of the detection 
as further coordination may be required to avoid or mitigate certain impacts. If an active 
Crotch bumble bee nest is detected, an appropriate no disturbance buffer zone (including 
foraging resources and flight corridors essential for supporting the colony) shall be 
established around the nest to reduce the risk of disturbance or accidental take and the 
designated biologist shall coordinate with CDFW to determine if an Incidental Take Permit 
under Section 2081 of the California ESA will be required. Nest avoidance buffers may be 
removed at the completion of the flight season and/or once the qualified Crotch bumble 
bee biologist deems the nesting colony is no longer active and CDFW agrees with the 
determination.  

Building demolition activities shall be allowed to commence prior to completion of the 
preconstruction nesting surveys if demolition activities will not impact potential Crotch 
bumble bee nesting or overwintering habitat. If initial grading is phased or delayed for any 
reason, the 24-hour pre-construction nesting survey will be repeated prior to ground-
disturbing activities that are scheduled to occur during the same flight season (February 
through October) within potential Crotch bumble bee nesting habitat. Three pre-
construction Crotch bumble bee nesting surveys shall be required in subsequent years of 
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construction whenever vegetation and ground disturbing activities are scheduled to occur 
during the flight season (February through October) if nesting habitat is still present or has 
re-established and will be affected. 

4.1.3 Cultural Resources  

CUL-1: Implement Measures to Protect Unanticipated Cultural, Archaeological, and/or Tribal 
Cultural Resources Discoveries. The following mitigation measure is intended to address 
the evaluation and treatment of inadvertent/unanticipated discoveries of potential tribal 
cultural resources (TCRs), archaeological, or cultural resources during a project’s ground 
disturbing activities.  

 If any suspected archaeological or cultural resources are discovered during ground 
disturbing construction activities, all work shall cease within 100 feet of the find, or an 
agreed upon distance based on the project area and nature of the find. A professional 
archaeologist who meets the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Archaeology will make 
recommendations for further evaluation and treatment, as necessary.  

 If any suspected TCRs are discovered during ground disturbing construction activities, all 
work shall cease within 100 feet of the find, or an agreed upon distance based on the 
project area and nature of the find. A Tribal Representative from a California Native 
American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with a geographic area shall 
be immediately notified and shall determine if the find is a TCR (PRC §21074). The Tribal 
Representative will make recommendations for further evaluation and treatment, as 
necessary.  

 When avoidance is infeasible, preservation in place is the preferred option for mitigation 
of TCRs, or archaeological or cultural resources under CEQA protocols, and every effort 
shall be made to preserve the resources in place, including through project redesign, if 
feasible. Culturally appropriate treatment may be, but is not limited to, processing 
materials for reburial, minimizing handling of cultural objects, leaving objects in place 
within the landscape, or returning objects to a location within the project area where 
they will not be subject to future impacts. Permanent curation of TCRs will not take place 
unless approved in writing by the California Native American Tribe(s) that is traditionally 
and culturally affiliated with the project area.  

 The contractor shall implement any measures deemed by the CEQA lead agency to be 
necessary and feasible to preserve in place, avoid, or minimize impacts to the resource, 
including, but not limited to, facilitating the appropriate tribal treatment of the find, as 
necessary. Treatment that preserves or restores the cultural character and integrity of a 
TCR may include Tribal Monitoring, culturally appropriate recovery of cultural objects, 
and reburial of cultural objects or cultural soil.  

 Work at the discovery location cannot resume until all necessary investigation and 
evaluation of the discovery under the requirements of the CEQA, have been satisfied.  
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Human Remains 

 If the find includes human remains, or remains that are potentially human, he or she 
shall ensure reasonable protection measures are taken to protect the discovery from 
disturbance (AB 2641). The archaeologist shall notify the Fresno County Coroner (per § 
7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code). The provisions of § 7050.5 of the California 
Health and Safety Code, § 5097.98 of the California PRC, and AB 2641 will be 
implemented. If the Coroner determines the remains are Native American and not the 
result of a crime scene, the Coroner will notify the NAHC, which then will designate a 
Native American Most Likely Descendant (MLD) for the project (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). 
The designated MLD will have 48 hours from the time access to the property is granted 
to make recommendations concerning treatment of the remains. If the landowner does 
not agree with the recommendations of the MLD, the NAHC can mediate (§ 5097.94 of 
the PRC). If no agreement is reached, the landowner must rebury the remains where they 
will not be further disturbed (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). This will also include either recording 
the site with the NAHC or the appropriate Information Center; using an open space or 
conservation zoning designation or easement; or recording a reinternment document 
with the county in which the property is located (AB 2641). Work may not resume within 
the no-work radius until the lead agencies, through consultation as appropriate, 
determine that the treatment measures have been completed to their satisfaction. 

4.1.4 Traffic 

TRA-1: Construction Traffic Management Plan. Prior to commencing construction of the 
Proposed Project, a construction traffic control plan (Traffic Plan) shall be prepared by the 
Contractor, California Department of Transportation, and in coordination with DGS and 
Fresno County. The traffic plan shall be detailed and comprehensive to adequately mitigate 
potential conflicts between traffic and construction-related activities. The Traffic Plan shall 
include, at a minimum, the following measures:  

A. Contractor’s work within the State’s County’s right of way is subject to general permit 
conditions of Caltrans County’ issued encroachment permit including implementing 
traffic controls, restricting work on holidays and weekends, and notifying the traffic 
management center daily. 

B. Adequate off-street worker parking shall be provided.  
C. A scheduling plan showing hours of operation to minimize congestion during peak 

hours and special events.  
D. Roadway disturbances shall be minimized during non-working hours; open trenches 

shall be covered with steel plates or by the use of temporary backfill during non-working 
hours.  

E. All paved surfaces disturbed during construction shall be repaved when work is 
complete. 
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4.1.5 Hydrology and Water Quality (X) Environmental Checklist and Discussion 

The following text was added at RESD’s request. Within the Draft IS/MND, Hydrology and Water Quality 
Section 4.10.3 checklist question (B) of the Draft Initial Study. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 




 

   

Less than Significant Impact. 

4.1.5.1 Groundwater Supply 

The Proposed Project site is not in proximity to a public water system and it is infeasible to extend service 
to the Project site. Four wells are currently located on the site. However, only one well is functional. 
Domestic water for the Proposed Project will be provided by the existing functional onsite well and a new 
well. The three non-functional wells will be destroyed and sealed in accordance with California and Fresno 
County Environmental Health regulations as part of the Project. 

As discussed in Section 4.10.1, groundwater in the Auberry area does not occur within a groundwater 
basin but is pumped from deep within a fractured granitic aquifer system. Groundwater from the fractured 
granitic rocks is the sole source of water throughout the Auberry community and for the Project. GEOCON 
conducted testing of the existing supply well and additional monitoring in 2020 and 2021, both of which 
were dry years that were part of a multiple-year dry period. Analysis of the testing and monitoring data 
presented in the WSA (EMKO, 2023) indicates that the existing supply well produces approximately 25 
gallons per minute (gpm).  

The water demand for the proposed Project will consist of water needed during demolition and 
construction, for the daily potable demand once the Project facilities are operating, and to fill the two 
170,000-gallon water tanks. The amount of water needed to meet each of these demands is estimated in 
the WSA. The demolition and construction are estimated to require 14 acre-feet of water over a one-year 
period, which equates to a pumping rate of 8.8 gpm. The daily potable demands for the Project facilities 
are estimated to range from a median daily flow of approximately 3 gpm up to a maximum daily average 
of almost 8 gpm. As shown in the WSA, the construction-related and daily potable water requirements are 
less than the capacity of the existing 25-gallon-per-minute onsite well. Tank filling will take approximately 
9 days 11 hours using the existing well. A second well will be installed as part of the Project to provide a 
backup supply and to meet the requirements of the water system permit to be issued by the Division of 
Drinking Water. 

Site-specific hydrogeologic parameters were used in an analytical model as part of the WSA (EMKO, 2023) 
evaluation to assess the effects of pumping groundwater to meet the Project’s needs. The findings of the 



Residential Center, Auberry: New Residential Center  
Final Mitigated Negative Declaration Approval 

Revisions to the Draft IS/MND 4-8 November 2023 

analytical model were further verified by a series of volumetric calculations (EMKO, 2023). The nearest 
neighboring well to the site is located approximately 750 feet north of the existing supply well. This 
neighboring well provides water for a private residence and for the Mt. Ararat Mobile Home Park. The 
total predicted drawdown at the nearest neighboring well after pumping at 25 gpm for 9 days 11 hours to 
fill the two 170,000-gallon storage tanks is 6.1 feet. To meet the daily water demand once the facility is 
operational will require pumping at 25 gpm for a maximum of 7.5 hours each day. The predicted 
drawdown at the nearest neighboring well from the daily operational pumping is 3.3 inches. The water 
level in the nearest neighboring well will fully recover from the tank filling within approximately one to 
two weeks and will fully recover from the daily pumping before the end of the day, such that there will not 
be any cumulative drawdown from day to day due to the pumping. 

The nearest neighboring well is reported to have initially been 800 feet deep but is currently 490 feet 
deep due to a collapse of the lower part of the well approximately 15 to 20 years ago. The pump is at a 
depth of 470 feet below the top of the well. The depth to groundwater, when pumping is not occurring, is 
approximately 100 feet below the top of the well. Thus, the neighboring well has an available water 
column of about 370 feet. Temporary drawdowns of 6.1 feet and 3.3 inches due to pumping for the 
Project represent approximately 1.6 percent and 0.07 percent, respectively, of the available water column. 
These small and temporary decreases in the available water column in the neighboring well should not 
have any effect on groundwater production and water availability for the Mt. Ararat Mobile Home Park 
and adjacent residence.  

Since the average pumping rate during the demolition and construction period is only about one-third of 
the pumping rate to meet the daily demand once the facility is in operation, there will be no perceptible 
effects on the nearest neighboring well during demolition and construction. 

Based on the analysis presented in the WSA, Project water use will not affect other nearby groundwater 
users such that there will be sufficient water available for existing water uses in the region, along with the 
Project water demand, during normal, single dry year, and multiple dry year periods for the anticipated 
life of the Project, which is anticipated to be greater than 20 years. Therefore, impacts to groundwater 
supply will be less than significant. 

However, the shallower depth of the nearest neighboring well due to the collapse has reportedly reduced 
the sustainable pumping rate and appreciably extended the time it takes the water level in the well to 
recover after pumping. While the predicted effects of filling the two 170,000-gallon tanks will not result in 
significant impacts to the physical environment, the initial tank filling, subsequent maintenance 
draining/filling (anticipated every 5-10 years), and refilling after potential fire event should occur using the 
following protocols to minimize potential temporary reductions in the water supply to the Mt. Ararat 
Mobile Home Park due to any potential that the initial tank filling could further extend the time it takes 
the nearest neighboring well to recover: 

1. The two tanks should only be filled during rainy periods in the winter and early spring; 

2. The two tanks should not be filled during the summer or fall, or during periods of 
extended drought; 
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3. The pumping rate during tank filling should be reduced by 50 percent, to approximately 
12.5 gpm. 

Following these recommendations should minimize or prevent any interference between the tank filling 
and the water needs supplied by the nearest neighboring well. 
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5.0 MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PLAN 

5.1 Introduction 

In accordance with CEQA, an MND that identifies adverse impacts related to construction and operation 
of the Project was prepared. The MND identifies mitigation measures that would reduce or eliminate 
these impacts. 

Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code and Sections 15091(d) and 15097 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines require public agencies to adopt a reporting and monitoring program for changes to the 
project which it has adopted or made a condition of project approval in order to mitigate or avoid 
significant effects on the environment. An MMRP is required for the proposed Project because the 
IS/MND identified potentially significant adverse impacts related to construction and operation of the 
proposed Project, and mitigation measures have been identified to mitigate these impacts. Adoption of 
the MMRP will occur along with approval of the proposed Project. 

5.2 Purpose of the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan 

This MMRP has been prepared to ensure that all required mitigation measures are implemented and 
completed according to schedule and maintained in a satisfactory manner during the construction and 
operation of the Proposed Project, as required. The MMRP may be modified by CCC or DGS during 
Project implementation, as necessary, in response to changing conditions or other Project refinements. 
Table 5-1 has been prepared to assist the responsible parties in implementing the MMRP. This table 
identifies the category of significant environmental impact(s), individual mitigation measures, monitoring 
and mitigation timing, responsible person/agency for implementing the measure, monitoring, and 
reporting procedure, and notation space to confirm implementation of the mitigation measures. The 
numbering of the mitigation measures follows the numbering sequence in the IS/MND. 

5.3 Roles and Responsibilities  

CCC and DGS are responsible for oversight of compliance of the mitigation measures in the MMRP. 

5.4 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan  

The column categories identified in Table 5-1 are described below. 

 Mitigation Measure – This column lists the mitigation measures by number. 

 Monitoring Activity/Timing/Frequency/Schedule – This column lists the activity to be 
monitored for each mitigation measure, the timing of each activity, and the frequency/schedule of 
monitoring for each activity. 

 Implementation Responsibility/Verification – This column identifies the entity responsible for 
complying with the requirements of the mitigation measure and provides space for verification 
initials and date. 
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 Responsibility for Oversight of Compliance/Verification – This column provides the agency 
responsible for oversight of the mitigation implementation and is to be dated and initialed by the 
agency representative based on the documentation provided by the construction contractor or 
through personal verification by agency staff.  

 Outside Agency Coordination – This column lists any agencies with which CAL FIRE and/or DGS 
may coordinate for implementation of the mitigation measure. 

 Comments – This column provides space for written comments, if necessary. 
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Table 5-1 
Residential Center, Auberry: New Residential Center 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation Actions 

and Timing 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Agency 
Coordination 

Comments 

Air Quality 

AQ-1: In accordance with SJVAPCD Rule 9510, a 
detailed AIA shall be prepared detailing the specific 
construction requirement (i.e., equipment required, 
hours of use) and operational characteristics associated 
with the proposed improvements. In accordance with 
this rule, emissions of NOX from construction 
equipment greater than 50 horsepower used or 
associated with the development Project shall be 
reduced by 20 percent from baseline (unmitigated) 
emissions and PM10 emissions by 45 percent. The 
Project shall demonstrate compliance with Rule 9510, 
including payment of all applicable fees, before the 
start of construction. Examples of MMs that will reduce 
emissions attributable to the Project in compliance with 
Rule 9510 include, but are not limited to, the following:  

• During all construction activities, all diesel-
fueled construction equipment including, but 
not limited to, rubber-tired dozers, graders, 
scrapers, excavators, asphalt paving equipment, 
cranes, and tractors shall be California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) Tier 4 Certified as set 
forth in Section 2423 of Title 13 of the 
California Code of Regulations, and Part 89 of 

Action: 
Proper maintenance of 
equipment and 
compliance with Rule 9510 
Timing: 
Durning construction 
activities 

Construction 
Manager 
 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

CCC and 
Construction 
Manager 
 

Initials 

 

Date 
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Mitigation Measure 
Implementation Actions 

and Timing 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Agency 
Coordination 

Comments 

Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 
• All construction equipment shall be maintained 

and properly tuned in accordance with 
manufacturers’ specifications. Equipment 
maintenance records shall be kept on-site and 
made available upon request by the SJVAPCD. 

• The Project applicant shall comply with all 
applicable SJVAPCD rules and regulations. 
Copies of any applicable air quality permits 
and/or monitoring plans shall be provided to 
the County.  

AQ-2: In accordance with SJVAPCD Rule 9510, a 
detailed AIA shall be prepared detailing the operational 
characteristics associated with the Project. In 
accordance with this rule, operational emissions of NOx 
shall be reduced by a minimum of 33.3 percent. 
(Emissions reductions are in comparison to the 
Project’s operational baseline emissions presented in 
Table 2 of the Initial Study.) The Project shall 
demonstrate compliance with Rule 9510, including 
payment of all applicable fees, before the start of 
construction.  

Based on the findings of the AIA, the applicant shall pay 
the SJVAPCD a monetary sum necessary to offset the 

Action: 
Compliance with Rule 9510 
Timing:  
Prior to the start of 
construction activities 

Construction 
Manager 
 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

CCC and 
Construction 
Manager 
 

Initials 

 

Date 
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Mitigation Measure 
Implementation Actions 

and Timing 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Agency 
Coordination 

Comments 

required operational emissions that are not reduced by 
the emission reduction measures contained in the air 
impact assessment. The quantity of operational 
emissions that need to be offset shall be calculated in 
accordance with the methodologies identified in Rule 
9510, Indirect Source Review, and approved by the 
SJVAPCD. Operational emissions reduction methods 
shall be selected under the direction of the SJVAPCD 
according to the AIA process detailed in, and required 
by Rule 9510, Indirect Source Review. 

Biological Resources 

BIO-1: Conduct Pre-Construction Sensitive Amphibians 
Surveys. The following shall be conducted prior to 
initiation of Project construction: 

Conduct a preconstruction clearance survey for foothill 
yellow-legged frogs within 48 hours prior to the start of 
construction. If foothill yellow-legged frogs are 
observed, work will not proceed until consultation with 
CDFW has taken place, and avoidance measures (such 
as biological monitoring) will likely be required. In 
addition, erosion control/wildlife fencing will be 

Action: 
Sensitive Amphibian 
Surveys. 
Timing: 
Within 48 hours prior to 
the start of construction. 

Project Biologist 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

CCC, DGS 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

USFWS, CDFW  
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Mitigation Measure 
Implementation Actions 

and Timing 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Agency 
Coordination 

Comments 

installed at 75 feet from Little Sandy Creek to prevent 
impacts to individual movement onto the Project site. 

BIO-2: Conduct Pre-Construction Northwestern pond 
turtle surveys. The following shall be conducted prior to 
initiation of Project construction: 

• The preconstruction survey will include a 
focused survey 10 days prior to construction 
searching for western pond turtle nests, and 
any discovered nests will remain undisturbed 
until the eggs have hatched. 

• Conduct a preconstruction clearance survey for 
Northwestern pond turtle within 48 hours prior 
to the start of construction. If Northwestern 
pond turtles are observed in the construction 
zone, a qualified biologist shall relocate the 
turtle to a location away from the construction 
zone. 

Action: 
Northwestern pond turtle 
surveys  
Timing: 
Within 48 hours prior to 
the start of construction. 

Project Biologist 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

CCC, DGS 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

USFWS, CDFW  

BIO-3: Conduct Pre-Construction Bird Nesting Surveys. 
The following shall be conducted prior to initiation of 
Project construction: 

• Conduct a preconstruction nesting raptor and 
bird survey of all suitable habitat on the Project 
site within 10 days of the commencement of 
construction during the nesting season 

Action: 
Special-Status Bird 
Surveys. 
Timing: 
Should construction occur 
during nesting season 
(February 1 –September 

Project Biologist 
 

Initials 

 

CCC, DGS 
 

Initials 

 

CDFW  
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(February 1 – September 15). Where accessible, 
surveys should be conducted within 300 feet of 
the Project site for nesting raptors and within 
100 feet of the Project site for nesting birds.  

• If active nests are found, a no-disturbance 
buffer around the nest shall be established. The 
buffer distance shall be established by a 
qualified biologist in consultation with CDFW. 
The buffer shall be maintained until the 
fledglings are capable of flight and become 
independent of the nest tree, to be determined 
by a qualified biologist. Once the young are 
independent of the nest, no further measures 
are necessary. Pre-construction nesting surveys 
are not required for construction activity 
outside the nesting season. 

15), surveys shall occur 
within 14 days of 
commencement of 
construction. 

Date 

 

Date 

 

BIO-4: Special-Status Mammals Surveys. The following 
shall be conducted prior to demolition and project 
construction: 

A qualified bat biologist shall conduct a bat habitat 
assessment for all potential roosting habitat onsite (i.e., 
trees and manufactured structures) no less than a year 
prior to the start of construction activities.  

• If suitable roosting habitat is identified in the 
structures onsite during the bat habitat 

Action: 
Special-Status Bat Surveys. 
If suitable roosting habitat 
is identified: 
Conduct evening 
emergence surveys. 
Timing: 
Within 1 week or less from 
the start of construction 
activities. 

Project Biologist 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

CCC, DGS 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

CDFW  
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assessment, a bat management plan will be 
prepared by a qualified bat biologist and 
submitted to CDFW. The Bat Management Plan 
will provide a site-specific approach to avoiding 
impacts to roosting bats and implementing 
appropriate mitigation strategies for the loss of 
bat roosting habitat present within the 
structures based on the results of the bat 
habitat assessment and subsequent emergence 
and acoustic surveys. The Bat Management Plan 
will include the following: guidelines and timing 
recommendations for follow-up emergence 
surveys of the structures at designated times 
throughout the bat active season, acoustic data 
collection and analysis, avoidance and 
minimization measures specific to the structure 
roosting habitat and species present, 
implementing no-disturbance buffers of active 
roosting sites, an exclusion plan during the 
appropriate time of year to avoid take (if 
necessary) of bats from the structure prior to 
demolition, and the development and 
implementation of species-appropriate 
alternative roosting habitat prior to exclusion. If 
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no suitable roosting habitat is found no further 
measures are necessary.  

• If suitable roosting habitat is found in trees that 
will be impacted onsite a qualified biologist 
shall conduct an evening bat emergence survey 
(during the bat active period - September 1 to 
October 15 or when evening temperatures are 
not below 45 degrees Fahrenheit and rain is not 
over ½ inch in 24 hours; or between March 1-
April 15 with the same parameters) that will 
include acoustic monitoring to determine 
whether bats are present. If bats are found 
roosting in trees that cannot be avoided, the 
trees will be removed during the bat active 
period described above (outside of maternity 
season - April 15 to September 1 and 
hibernation season - October 16 to February 
28) following the two-step tree removal process 
under the direction of a qualified bat biologist 
no bats are observed during the emergence 
survey(s) no further measures will be necessary.  

As much as feasible, vegetation and trees within 
the area that are not suitable for roosting bats 
will be removed first to provide a disturbance 
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that might reduce the likelihood of bats using 
the habitat.  

Two-step tree removal will occur over two 
consecutive days under the supervision of a 
qualified bat biologist. On Day 1, small branches 
and small limbs containing no cavity, crevice, or 
exfoliating bark habitat on habitat trees (or 
outer fronds in the case of palm trees), as 
identified by a qualified bat biologist are 
removed first, using chainsaws only (i.e., no 
dozers, backhoes). The following day (Day 2), 
the remainder of the tree is to be 
felled/removed. 

BIO-5:    Conduct Pre-Construction Crotch Bumble Bee 
Surveys. Because Crotch bumble bee nest locations are 
chosen on an annual basis and the site provides 
marginal nesting habitat, a CDFW-approved Crotch 
bumble bee biologist shall conduct three weekly pre-
construction nesting surveys with focus on detecting 
active nesting colonies with the third and final survey 
conducted within 24-hours immediately prior to ground 
disturbing activities that are scheduled to occur during 
the flight season (February through October). Surveys 

Action: 
Preconstruction crotch 
bumble bee surveys. 
Timing: 
Three weekly pre-
construction nesting 
surveys with focus on 
detecting active nesting 
colonies with the third and 
final survey conducted 

Project Biologist 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

CCC, DGS 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

CDFW  
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shall be completed at a minimum of one person-hour 
of searching per three acres of suitable habitat during 
suitable weather conditions (sustained winds less than 8 
mph, mostly sunny to full sun, temperatures between 
65 and 90 degrees Fahrenheit) at an appropriate time of 
day for detection (at least an hour after sunrise and at 
least two hours before sunset, though ideally between 
9am-1pm). If no nests are found but the species is 
present, a full-time qualified biological monitor shall be 
present during initial vegetation or ground disturbing 
activities that are scheduled to occur during the queen 
flight period (February through March), colony active 
period (March through September), and/or gyne flight 
period (September through October). The Crotch 
bumble bee biologist shall immediately notify CDFW of 
the detection as further coordination may be required 
to avoid or mitigate certain impacts. If an active Crotch 
bumble bee nest is detected, an appropriate no 
disturbance buffer zone (including foraging resources 
and flight corridors essential for supporting the colony) 
shall be established around the nest to reduce the risk 
of disturbance or accidental take and the designated 
biologist shall coordinate with CDFW to determine if an 
Incidental Take Permit under Section 2081 of the 
California ESA will be required. Nest avoidance buffers 

within 24-hours 
immediately prior to 
ground disturbing 
activities that are 
scheduled to occur during 
the flight season (February 
through October) 
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may be removed at the completion of the flight season 
and/or once the qualified Crotch bumble bee biologist 
deems the nesting colony is no longer active and CDFW 
agrees with the determination.  

Building demolition activities shall be allowed to 
commence prior to completion of the preconstruction 
nesting surveys if demolition activities will not impact 
potential Crotch bumble bee nesting or overwintering 
habitat. If initial grading is phased or delayed for any 
reason, the 24-hour pre-construction nesting survey will 
be repeated prior to ground-disturbing activities that 
are scheduled to occur during the same flight season 
(February through October) within potential Crotch 
bumble bee nesting habitat. Three pre-construction 
Crotch bumble bee nesting surveys shall be required in 
subsequent years of construction whenever vegetation 
and ground disturbing activities are scheduled to occur 
during the flight season (February through October) if 
nesting habitat is still present or has re-established and 
will be affected. 



Residential Center, Auberry: New Residential Center  
Final Mitigated Negative Declaration Approval 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan 5-13 November 2023 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation Actions 

and Timing 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Agency 
Coordination 

Comments 

Cultural Resources 

CUL-1: Implement Measures to Protect 
Unanticipated Cultural, Archaeological, 
and/or Tribal Cultural Resources 
Discoveries. The following mitigation 
measure is intended to address the 
evaluation and treatment of 
inadvertent/unanticipated discoveries of 
potential tribal cultural resources (TCRs), 
archaeological, or cultural resources 
during a project’s ground disturbing 
activities.  

• If any suspected archaeological or cultural 
resources are discovered during ground 
disturbing construction activities, all work shall 
cease within 100 feet of the find, or an agreed 
upon distance based on the project area and 
nature of the find. A professional archaeologist 
who meets the Secretary of Interior’s Standards 
for Archaeology will make recommendations 
for further evaluation and treatment, as 
necessary.  

• If any suspected TCRs are discovered during 
ground disturbing construction activities, all 
work shall cease within 100 feet of the find, or 

Action: 
Implement unanticipated 
discoveries protocol. 
Timing: 
Ongoing and as needed 
during construction 
activities. 

Construction 
Manager 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

CCC, DGS 
 
 

Initials 

 

Date 
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an agreed upon distance based on the project 
area and nature of the find. A Tribal 
Representative from a California Native 
American tribe that is traditionally and 
culturally affiliated with a geographic area shall 
be immediately notified and shall determine if 
the find is a TCR (PRC §21074). The Tribal 
Representative will make recommendations for 
further evaluation and treatment, as necessary.  

• When avoidance is infeasible, preservation in 
place is the preferred option for mitigation of 
TCRs, or archaeological or cultural resources 
under CEQA protocols, and every effort shall be 
made to preserve the resources in place, 
including through project redesign, if feasible. 
Culturally appropriate treatment may be, but is 
not limited to, processing materials for reburial, 
minimizing handling of cultural objects, leaving 
objects in place within the landscape, or 
returning objects to a location within the 
project area where they will not be subject to 
future impacts. Permanent curation of TCRs will 
not take place unless approved in writing by 
the California Native American Tribe(s) that is 
traditionally and culturally affiliated with the 
project area.  

• The contractor shall implement any measures 
deemed by the CEQA lead agency to be 
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necessary and feasible to preserve in place, 
avoid, or minimize impacts to the resource, 
including, but not limited to, facilitating the 
appropriate tribal treatment of the find, as 
necessary. Treatment that preserves or restores 
the cultural character and integrity of a TCR 
may include Tribal Monitoring, culturally 
appropriate recovery of cultural objects, and 
reburial of cultural objects or cultural soil.  

• Work at the discovery location cannot resume 
until all necessary investigation and evaluation 
of the discovery under the requirements of the 
CEQA, have been satisfied.  

Human Remains 

• If the find includes human remains, or remains 
that are potentially human, he or she shall 
ensure reasonable protection measures are 
taken to protect the discovery from disturbance 
(AB 2641). The archaeologist shall notify the 
Fresno County Coroner (per § 7050.5 of the 
Health and Safety Code). The provisions of § 
7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code, 
§ 5097.98 of the California PRC, and AB 2641 
will be implemented. If the Coroner determines 
the remains are Native American and not the 
result of a crime scene, the Coroner will notify 
the NAHC, which then will designate a Native 



Residential Center, Auberry: New Residential Center  
Final Mitigated Negative Declaration Approval 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan 5-16 November 2023 

Mitigation Measure 
Implementation Actions 

and Timing 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Responsibility 
for Oversight of 

Compliance/ 
Verification 

Agency 
Coordination 

Comments 

American Most Likely Descendant (MLD) for the 
project (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). The designated 
MLD will have 48 hours from the time access to 
the property is granted to make 
recommendations concerning treatment of the 
remains. If the landowner does not agree with 
the recommendations of the MLD, the NAHC 
can mediate (§ 5097.94 of the PRC). If no 
agreement is reached, the landowner must 
rebury the remains where they will not be 
further disturbed (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). This 
will also include either recording the site with 
the NAHC or the appropriate Information 
Center; using an open space or conservation 
zoning designation or easement; or recording a 
reinternment document with the county in 
which the property is located (AB 2641). Work 
may not resume within the no-work radius until 
the lead agencies, through consultation as 
appropriate, determine that the treatment 
measures have been completed to their 
satisfaction. 

Geology and Soils 

GEO-1: Discovery of Unknown Paleontological 
Resources. If any paleontological 
resources (i.e., fossils) are found during 

Action: 
Implement operator 
training. 

Project 
Paleontologist, 
Construction 
Manager 

CCC, DGS 
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Project construction, construction shall be 
halted immediately in the subject area and 
the area shall be isolated using orange or 
yellow fencing until RESD is notified and 
the area is cleared for future work. A 
qualified paleontologist shall be retained 
to evaluate the find and recommend 
appropriate treatment of the inadvertently 
discovered paleontological resources. In 
addition, in the event of an inadvertent 
find, sediment samples shall be collected 
and processed to determine the small 
fossil potential on the Proposed Project 
Site. If RESD resumes work in a location 
where paleontological remains have been 
discovered and cleared, RESD shall have a 
paleontologist onsite to observe any 
continuing excavation to confirm that no 
additional paleontological resources are in 
the area. Any fossil materials uncovered 
during mitigation activities shall be 
deposited in an accredited and permanent 
scientific institution for the benefit of 
current and future generations. 

Suspend work in the area 
of discovery. 
Notify CCC, DGS, and 
Qualified Paleontologist in 
the event of a discovery. 
Implement appropriate 
treatment of found 
materials. 
Timing: 
Ongoing and as needed 
during construction 
activities. 

 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

 

Initials 

 

Date 
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Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

HAZ-1: Asbestos and Lead Based Paint 
Remediation Compliance. The proposed 
Project shall comply with all federal, state, 
and local regulations concerning asbestos. 
Prior to structure demolition, testing for 
both asbestos and lead based paint shall 
take place in all buildings to be 
demolished. If lead base paint or asbestos 
are found, a contractor registered by the 
contractor’s state license board to remove 
asbestos and lead based paint shall 
conduct removal of all suspected 
materials. During demolition, water 
support shall be used to prevent the 
release of visible air emissions. 

Action: 
Testing for both asbestos 
and lead based paint shall 
take place in all buildings 
to be demolished. 
Compliance with all 
federal, state, and local 
regulations concerning 
asbestos 
Timing: 
Prior to structure 
demolition 

CCC, DGS 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

CCC, DGS 
 

Initials 

 

Date 

 

CARB, 
Cal/OSHA, 
County Division 
of 
Environmental 
Health 

 

Traffic 

TRA-1: Construction Traffic Management Plan. 
Prior to commencing construction of the 
Proposed Project, a construction traffic 
control plan (Traffic Plan) shall be 
prepared by the Contractor, in 

Action: 
Traffic control plan. 
Timing: 
Prior to construction. 

Construction 
Manager 

Initials 

CCC, DGS 
 

Initials 
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coordination with DGS and Fresno County. 
The traffic plan shall be detailed and 
comprehensive to adequately mitigate 
potential conflicts between traffic and 
construction-related activities. The Traffic 
Plan shall include, at a minimum, the 
following measures:  

A. Contractor’s work within the 
County’s right of way is subject to 
general permit conditions of 
County’s issued encroachment 
permit including implementing 
traffic controls, restricting work on 
holidays and weekends, and 
notifying the traffic management 
center daily. 

B. Adequate off-street worker 
parking shall be provided.  

C. A scheduling plan showing hours 
of operation to minimize 
congestion during peak hours and 
special events.  

D. Roadway disturbances shall be 
minimized during non-working 

 

Date 

 

Date 
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hours; open trenches shall be 
covered with steel plates or by the 
use of temporary backfill during 
non-working hours.  

E. All paved surfaces disturbed 
during construction shall be 
repaved when work is complete. 

To be signed when all mitigation measures have been completed: 

California Conservation Corps 
 
 
Signature 
 
 
Printed Name Date 
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