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Bakersfield City Public Works Dept
1501 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301

City of Maricopa
P.O. Box 548
Maricopa, CA 93252

City of Shafter
336 Pacific Avenue
Shafter, CA 93263

City of Wasco
764 E Street
Wasco, CA 93280

Los Angeles Co Reg Planning Dept
320 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Santa Barbara Co Resource Mgt Dept
123 East Anapamu Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

U.S. Bureau of Land Management
Caliente/Bakersfield

3801 Pegasus Drive

Bakersfield, CA 93308-6837

Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX Office

75 Hawthorn Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

U.S. Postal Service

Address Management Systems
28201 Franklin Parkway

Santa Clarita, CA 91383-9321

DISTRIBUTION LIST

City of Arvin
P.O. Box 548
Arvin, CA 93203

California City Planning Dept
21000 Hacienda Blvd.
California City, CA 93515

City of McFarland
401 West Kern Avenue
McFarland, CA 93250

City of Taft
Planning & Building
209 East Kern Street
Taft, CA 93268

Inyo County Planning Dept
P.O. Drawer "L"
Independence, CA 93526

San Bernardino Co Planning Dept
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 1st Floor
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182

Tulare County Planning & Dev Dept
5961 South Mooney Boulevard
Visalia, CA 93291

U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Division of Ecological Services
2800 Cottage Way #W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

U.S. Dept of Agriculture/NRCS
5080 California Avenue, Ste 150
Bakersfield, CA 93309-0711

State Air Resources Board
Stationary Resource Division
P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA 95812

Bakersfield City Planning Dept
1715 Chester Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Delano City Planning Dept
P.O. Box 3010
Delano, CA 93216

City of Ridgecrest
100 West California Avenue
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

City of Tehachapi

Attn: John Schlosser

115 South Robinson Street
Tehachapi, CA 93561-1722

Kings County Planning Agency
1400 West Lacey Blvd, Bldg 6
Hanford, CA 93230

San Luis Obispo Co Planning Dept
Planning and Building

976 Osos Street

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

Ventura County RMA Planning Div
800 South Victoria Avenue, L1740
Ventura, CA 93009-1740

North West Kern Resource Cons Dist
5080 California Avenue, Suite 150
Bakersfield, CA 93309

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Regulatory Division

1325 "J" Street, #1350
Sacramento, CA 95814-2920

So. San Joaquin Valley Arch Info Ctr
California State University of Bkfd
9001 Stockdale Highway
Bakersfield, CA 93311



Caltrans/Dist 6
Planning/Land Bank Bldg.
P.O. Box 12616

Fresno, CA 93778

Office of the State Geologist
Headquarters

801 "K" Street, MS 12-30
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Energy Commission
James W. Reed, Jr.

1516 Ninth Street

Mail Stop 17

Sacramento, CA 95814

California Highway Patrol
Planning & Analysis Division
P.O. Box 942898
Sacramento, CA 94298-0001

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Drinking Water

Attn: Jesse Dhaliwal, Sr. Sanitary Eng
4925 Commerce Drive, Suite 120
Bakersfield, CA 93309

State Lands Commission
100 Howe Avenue, Ste 100-South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

State Dept of Water Resources

San Joaquin Dist.

3374 East Shields Avenue, Room A-7
Fresno, CA 93726

Kern County Administrative Officer

Kern County Fire Dept
Cary Wright, Fire Marshall

Kern County Library
Buttonwillow Branch
116 Buttonwillow Avenue
Buttonwillow, CA 93206

State Clearinghouse

Office of Planning and Research
1400 - 10th Street, Room 222
Sacramento, CA 95814

State Mining and Geology Board
801 K Street, MS 20-15
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Fish & Wildlife
1234 East Shaw Avenue
Fresno, CA 93710

State Office of Historical Pres
Attention Susan Stratton

P.O. Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 95296-0001

Public Utilities Comm Energy Div
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

State Dept of Toxic Substance Control
Environmental Protection Agency
1515 Tollhouse Road

Clovis, CA 93612

State Dept of Water Resources
Div. Land & Right-of-Way
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

Kern County Public Works Department/
Building & Development/Floodplain

Kern County Library/Beale
Local History Room

Kern County Museum
3801 Chester Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301

State Dept of Conservation
Director's Office

801 "K" Street, MS 24-01
Sacramento, CA 95814-3528

California State University
Bakersfield - Library

9001 Stockdale Highway
Bakersfield, CA 93309

State Dept of Food & Agriculture
1220 "N" Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Integrated Waste Management
P.O. Box 4025, MS #15
Sacramento, CA 95812-4025

California Regional Water Quality
Control Board/Central Valley Region
1685 E Street

Fresno, CA 93706-2020

Cal Environmental Protection Agency/
Dept of Toxic Substances Control, Reg 1
Attn: Dave Kereazis, Permit Div - CEQA
8800 Cal Center Drive, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95826

Kern County
Agriculture Department

Kern County Public Works Department/
Building & Development/Survey

Kern County Library/Beale
Andie Sullivan

Kern County Sheriff's Dept
Administration



Kern County Public Works Department/
Building & Development/Development
Review

Buttonwillow Union School Dist
42600 Highway 58
Buttonwillow, CA 93206

KernCOG
1401 19th Street - Suite 300
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Dist
P.O. Box 20820
Bakersfield, CA 93390-0820

San Joaquin Valley

Air Pollution Control District
1990 East Gettysburg Avenue
Fresno, CA 93726

Kern Audubon Society
Attn: Frank Bedard, Chairman
4124 Chardonnay Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93306

Center on Race, Poverty
& the Environmental/
CA Rural Legal Assistance Foundation
1012 Jefferson Street
Delano, CA 93215

Native American Heritage Council
of Kern County

Attn: Gene Albitre

3401 Aslin Street

Bakersfield, CA 93312

Sierra Club/Kern Kaweah Chapter
P.O. Box 3357
Bakersfield, CA 93385

Verizon California, Inc.

Attention Engineering Department
520 South China Lake Boulevard
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Kern County Public Works
Department/Operations &

Maintenance/Regulatory Monitoring &
Reporting

Kern High School Dist
5801 Sundale Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93309

Local Agency Formation Comm/LAFCO
5300 Lennox Avenue, Suite 303
Bakersfield, CA 93309

Kern County Water Agency
P.O. Box 58
Bakersfield, CA 93302-0058

Kern Mosquito Abatement Dist
4705 Allen Road
Bakersfield, CA 93314

Los Angeles Audubon
926 Citrus Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90036-4929

Defenders of Wildlife/

Kim Delfino, California Dir
980 - 9th Street, Suite 1730
Sacramento, CA 95814

Native American Heritage Council
of Kern County

Attn: Gene Albitre

3401 Aslin Street

Bakersfield, CA 93312

Southern California Gas Co
35118 McMurtrey Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93308-9477

Chumash Council of Bakersfield
2421 "O" Street
Bakersfield, CA 93301-2441

Kern County Public Works Department/
Building & Development/Code
Compliance

Kern County Superintendent of Schools
Attention School District Facility Services
1300 - 17th Street

Bakersfield, CA 93301

Belridge Water Storage Dist
21908 Seventh Standard Road
McKittrick, CA 93251

Buttonwillow Rec & Parks Dist
P.O. Box 434
Buttonwillow, CA 93206-9320

Adams, Broadwell, Joseph & Cardozo
Attention: Janet M. Laurain

601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000
South San Francisco, CA 94080

Center on Race, Poverty
& the Environment
Attn: Marissa Alexander
1999 Harrison Street — Suite 650
San Francisco, CA 94612

California Farm Bureau
2300 River Plaza Drive, NRED
Sacramento, CA 95833

Pacific Gas & Electric Co
Land Projects

650 "O" Street, First Floor
Fresno, CA 93760-0001

Southern California Gas Co
Transportation Dept

9400 Oakdale Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91313-6511

David Laughing Horse Robinson
P.O. Box 20849
Bakersfield, CA 93390



Kern Valley Indian Council

Attn: Robert Robinson, Chairperson
P.O. Box 401

Weldon, CA 93283

Tejon Indian Tribe

Kathy Morgan, Chairperson

1731 Hasti-acres Drive, Suite 108
Bakersfield, CA 93309

Tule River Indian Tribe
Neal Peyron, Chairperson
P.O. Box 589

Porterville, CA 93258

LIUNA

Attn: Danny Zaragoza
2201 "H" Street
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Sarah K. Friedman

Beyond Coal Campaign/Sierra Club
1417 Calumet Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90026

Kern Valley Indian Council
Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 401

Weldon, CA 93283

Kitanemuk & Yowlumne Tejon Indians
Chairperson

115 Radio Street

Bakersfield, CA 93305

Joyce LoBasso
P.O. Box 6003
Bakersfield, CA 93386

Mojave Foundation
Attn: Todd Quelet
16922 Airport Boulevard
Mojave, CA 93501

State Dept of Public Health
Drinking Water Field Ops

265 W Bullard Avenue, Ste 101
Fresno, CA 93704-1755

Santa Rosa Rancheria

Ruben Barrios, Chairperson
P.O. Box 8
Lemoore, CA 93245

Tubatulabals of Kern County
Attn: Robert Gomez, Chairperson
P.O. Box 226

Lake Isabella, CA 93240

Leadership Counsel for Justice &
Accountability

1527 - 19th Street, Suite 212
Bakersfield, CA 93301

Lozeau Drury LLP
1939 Harrison Street, Suite 150
Oakland, CA 94612
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099160 11009

BIGGS EDWARD ALAN
PO BOX 77816

SEATTLE WA 98177-0816

099 160 09 00 4
BRANDT HELENE M
2414 REDWOOD RD
NAPA CA 94558-3104

09926120001

CHEVRON USA INC

P O BOX 1392

BAKERSFIELD CA 93302-1392

099 160 03 00 6

FABIAN MICHAEL H & LUCINDA S
4706 DOVERCOURT CI
CARMICHAEL CA 95608

099 230 35 00 9

NAHABEDIAN EXPLORATION
GROUP LLC (THE)

420 BRYANT CI STE D

OJAI CA 93023-4209

099 160 07 02 6

REHBOCK ELNA & JOHNSON
LEONARD

3205 ADELAIDE WY
BELMONT CA 94002

099230 09 00 4

STARRH & STARRH COTTON
GROWERS LP

PO BOX 1537

SHAFTER CA 93263-1537

099 160 07 01 7

WEBER JEANNE E

5320 SILVER STRAND WY
SACRAMENTO CA 95841

099 160 10 00 6

ANA PROPERTIES LLC
POBOX 1510

LA MIRADA CA 90637

099 160 05 00 2
BOLTONIVY & JAMES H
510-A CENTRAL AV
ALAMEDA CA 94501

099 160 14 00 8

CABRAL ANNETTE MARIE
13060 VALLEY SPRINGS RD
RENO NV 89511

099 160 20 00 5

CLEAN HARBORS BUTTONWILLOW
LLC

P O BOX 92108

AUSTIN TX 78709

099 160 18 00 0

HAND MICHAEL ET AL
P O BOX 749

RAMAH NM 87321

099 1802000 1

NIGG FAMILY TR

472 SE 17TH ST

LE MARS ITA 51031-2867

099 160 04 00 9

SCHUSTER LAUREL L REV LIV
TRUST

4616 SIERRA DR

HONOLULU HI 96816

09916001019

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

1807 13TH ST STE 103
SACRAMENTO CA 95814-7117

09916015010
YEKUYEKU PROP INC
714 EASTER ST
BAKERSFIELD CA 93307

099 180 21 00 4 INC
ANDRES ROBERT CARDONA
99-149 KULINA ST

ES

099 1803500 5

BOYDSTUN JOHN E & MARGARET
A REV TRUST

326 CHESTER AV

BAKERSFIELD CA 93301-5447

099 261 18 00 6

CENTER FOR NATURAL LANDS
MANAGEMENT INC

27258 VIA INDUSTRIA # B
TEMECULA CA 92590-3751

099 160 17 00 7

COZZENS PROPERTIES LLC
14096 RESERVATION RD
SALINAS CA 93908-9208

099 160 13 00 5

MARQUEZ MA AURORA S
611 ST FRANCIS BL

DALY CITY CA 94015

099 18019009

PERFECTION FOODS FOR HUNGY
INC

P O BOX 25608

PHOENIX AZ 85002-5608

099 160 06 00 5

SIMON WASFY & FAEZA
2831 COUNTRYWOOD LN
WEST COVINA CA 91791-3743

099 18036 00 8

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PO BOX 944209
SACRAMENTO CA 94244-2090

099 160 21 00 8

AERA ENERGY LLC

PO BOX 11164
BAKERSFIELD CA 93389-1164



Buttonwillow Community
Foundation

PO BOX 874,

Buttonwillow, CA 93206-0874

Senator Alex Padilla
United States Senate
501 I Street, Suite 7-800
Sacramento CA 95814

Assembly Member, Devon Mathis
CA State Assembly, 26th District

California State Assembly

100 West Willow Street Suite 405
Visalia CA 93291

Dennis Palla

Concerned Farmer and
Involved Community

Member

12217 Aprilann Avenue

Alvaro Nunez, Businessman
Buttonwillow Tire Services

228 Highway 58

Buttonwillow CA 93206

David Hampton, Engineer
Buena Vista Water Storage
District

P.O. Box 756

Jane Williams

California Communities Against
Toxics

PO Box 845

Rosamond CA 93560

Mark Lopez

East Yard Communities for
Environmental Justice
2317 Atlantic Blvd.
Commerce CA 90040

Buttonwillow Chamber of
Commerce

104 W 2nd St,
Buttonwillow, CA 93206

Bradley Angel, Executive Director
Greenaction for Health and
Environmental Justice

315 sutter Street, 2™ Floor

San Francisco, CA 94108

Congressman Jim Costa
United States Congress, 16th
District United States House of
Representatives

855 M Street, Suite 940

Congressman Kevin McCarthy
United States Congress, 23rd
District United States House of
Representatives

4100 Empire Drive, Suite 150

Manuel Lopez

Public Participation Specialist
DTSC 9211 Oakdale Avenue

Chatsworth CA 91311

Gloria Selvidge

Involved Community Member
19400 WILDWOOD RD
Buttonwillow CA 93206

Dianna Parson, Involved
Community Member
Buttonwillow Foundation
605 Berkeley Road
Buttonwillow CA 93206

Rev. Carlos Serrano

St. Mary's Catholic Church
440 N. Main Street
Buttonwillow CA 93206

Dr. Joseph K. Lyou

Coalition for Clean Air

660 South Figueroa, Suite 1140
Los Angeles CA 90017

Gideon Kracov, Esq.
801 S. Grand Ave., 11th Floor
Los Angeles CA 90017

Senator Shannon Grove

CA. State Senator, 16th District
California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 305
Sacramento CA 95814

Maricela Mares-Alatorre
P.O. Box 262
Kettleman city, CA 93239

Senator Dianne Feinstein

United States Senate, State Office
2500 Tulare Street, Suite 4290
Fresno CA 93721

Senator Shannon Grove

CA. State Senator, 16th District
California State Senate

5701 Truxtun Ave. Suite 150
Bakersfield CA 93309

Parampreet Bhatti

Interim Project Manager DTSC
8800 Cal Center Drive
Sacramento CA 95826

Christina Ortega,

Nurse Practitioner
Buttonwillow Health Center
860 CORN CAMP RD
Buttonwillow CA 93206

Regina Houchin, President
Buttonwillow Foundation

289 Main Street

Buttonwillow CA 93206

Bill Quinn

CA Council for Environmental &
Economic Balance

101 Mission Street, Suite 1440
San Francisco CA 94105

Robina Suwol
California Safe Schools
PO Box 2756

Toluca Lake CA 91610

Kelly Moran

TDC Environmental, LLC
462 East 28th Ave.

San Mateo CA 94403


http://www.city-data.com/city/Buttonwillow-California.html

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal

Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P. O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613 SCH #
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Project Title: Clean Harbors WMU Solid Waste Disposal Facility by Clean Harbors Buttonwillow, LLC

Lead Agency: Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department Contact Person: Janice Mayes

Mailing Address: 2700 "M" Street Suite 100 Phone: _(661) 862-8793

City: Bakersfield Zip: 93301-2323 County: Kern

Project Location: County: Kern City/Nearest Community: McKittrick; Buttonwillow; and South Belridge
Cross Streets Zip Code: 93206

Lat. / Long.: 35°24' 20" N/ 119°36° 25" W Total Acres: 320 + 320 = 640 acres

Assessor's Parcel No.: 099-290-17 and 099-261-32 Sections: 15 & 16 Twp.: 29S Range: 22E Base: MDB&M
Within 2 Miles: ~ State Hwy #: 15; 33, 46, and 58 Waterwaﬁalifomia Aqueduct

Airports: Elk Hills/Buttonwillow Railways: Union Pacific Railroad Co.  Schools:

Document Type:

CEQA: X NoP [] Draft EIR NEPA: []NOI Other:  [] Joint Document
[ Early Cons ] Supplement/Subsequent EIR CJEA [ Final Document [ ] Neg
Dec (Prior SCH No.) [] Draft EIS [] Other
[] Mit Neg Dec Other ] FONSI
Local Action Type:
[] General Plan Update [ Specific Plan X] Rezone [] Annexation
X General Plan Amendment [] Master Plan [] Prezone [] Redevelopment
[J General Plan Element [] Planned Unit Development X] Use Permit Modification [J Coastal Permit
[ Community Plan [ site Plan [J Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) [X] Other DTSC Renewal
Development Type:
[] Residential: Units Acres [] Water Facilities: Type MGD
[ Office: Sq.ft. Acres Employees [] Transportation: ~ Type
(] Commercial: Sq.ft. Acres Employees (] Mining: Mineral
[ Industrial: ~ Sq.ft. Acres Employees [ Power: Type MW
[ Educational [X] Waste Treatment: Type Solid Waste MGD
[ Recreational [X] Hazardous Waste: Type DTSC Renewal

[X] Other: Non-Haz Facility Exp & Haz Waste Permit Renewal

Project Issues Discussed in Document:

X] Aesthetic/Visual [ Fiscal [J Recreation/Parks X Vegetation

X Agricultural Land X Flood Plain/Flooding [J Schools/Universities X Water Quality

X Air Quality X Forest Land/Fire Hazard [ Septic Systems X Water Supply/Groundwater
X Archeological/Historical X Geologic/Seismic [] Sewer Capacity X] Wetland/Riparian

X Biological Resources X] Minerals X Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading X wildlife

[J Coastal Zone X] Noise X Solid Waste [ Growth Inducing

X] Drainage/Absorption [] Population/Housing Balance [X] Toxic/Hazardous X Land Use

[] Economic/Jobs [X Public Services/Facilities X Traffic/Circulation X Cumulative Effects

[ other

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:

Present Land Use: Solid Waste Disposal Facility/Undeveloped Land;
Present Zoning: A (Exclusive Agriculture);

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Clean Harbors Buttonwillow Facility is an existing commercial waste management facility that
accepts solid, semi-solid, and liquid, hazardous and non-hazardous wastes for treatment, storage, or disposal.

The proposed project includes Kern County’s modification of existing land use authorizations to include an expanded permitted disposal
area to facilitate the construction and operation of additional non-hazardous waste landfill units and an expanded permitted facility area



to accommodate a soil stockpiles area; an increase in non-hazardous waste truck traffic; an increase to permitted disposal capacity for
additional non-hazardous waste; the construction and operation of four new waste tank treatment buildings; and construction and
operation of a latex paint recycling building. In addition, the project proponent has submitted a renewal application to the Department
of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) for the existing Hazardous Waste Facility Permit.

Land use authorizations for the facility were originally approved by the Kern County Board of Supervisors in 1982. Modifications to
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 4 were approved on December 12, 1994, November 30, 2004, July 13, 2010, and December 16, 2014 by
both the Kern County Planning Commission and Kern County Board of Supervisors.

Kern County’s authorization specifically includes:

1. Amendment to the Kern County General Plan of approximately 320-acres (on parcel 099-251-32) from the existing 8.3
(Extensive Agriculture, 20 min acres) land use designation to a 3.4 (Solid Waste Disposal Facility) designation;

2. Amendment to the Kern County General Plan Appendix E Map, “Petroleum Waste Management” to show the current “Clean
Harbors” name and revised permitted facility boundary, with designated buffer property areas;

3. Zone change of 640 acres (parcels 099-290-17 and 099-251-32) from A (Exclusive Agriculture) to M-3 (Heavy Industrial);
4. Application for removal of both parcels (640 acres) from Agricultural Preserve No. 2; and

5. Modification of the existing CUP No.4, Map No. 97 to include:

a. an increase in the permitted facility boundary from 320 acres to 640 acres to include the expansion parcel for a soil
stockpile area;

b. an increase in permitted disposal area from 160 disposal acres to 193.3 acres for the addition of non-hazardous waste
landfill units (WMU 36, 37, 38) within existing facility boundary;

c. an increase in permitted disposal capacity from 13,250,000 cubic yards to 16,674,000 for the addition of non-
hazardous waste landfill units (WMUs 36, 37, 38) within the existing facility boundary;

d. construction of four new hazardous waste treatment buildings (tank treatment buildings) to support modifications
proposed in a Hazardous Waste Facility Permit renewal application; and
e. construction of one latex paint recycling building.

The facility was granted a Hazardous Waste Facility Permit by the DTSC and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in May
1983 and October 1984. The hazardous Waste Facility Permit was renewed in 1996. On April 6, 2006, the DTSC Hazardous Waste
Facility Permit expired but is continued in accordance with regulatory requirements. Clean Harbors Buttonwillow, LLC has submitted
a permit renewal application to DTSC. DTSC is currently performing a technical review of the permit renewal application. The facility
continues to operate in accordance with the existing Hazardous Waste Facility Permit.

While the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit renewal application does not include an increase in the hazardous waste capacity, the scope
of the proposed permit includes renewed authorization for existing facilities and operations, with the following modifications:

1. Reclassification of four existing tank units to miscellaneous units;

2. Construction and operation of four new buildings where treatment is conducted (tank treatment buildings) within the existing
facility and reorganizing operations to use the new tank treatment buildings, including the construction of a new bulk
container storage pad area for waste that is pending verifications; and

3. Addition of environmental monitoring programs consistent with current regulatory standards.



Reviewing Agencies Checklist

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X".
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S".

_X __ Air Resources Board Office of Emergency Services

__ Boating & Waterways, Department of Office of Historic Preservation

_X  California Highway Patrol Office of Public School Construction

____ CalFire Parks & Recreation

_X  Caltrans District # 6 Pesticide Regulation, Department of

____ Caltrans Division of Aeronautics _X  Public Utilities Commission

__ Caltrans Planning (Headquarters) _X  Regional WQCB # 5F Central Valley
Central Valley Flood Protection Board ___ Resources Agency
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy _______ S'F.Bay Conservation & Development Commission
Coastal Commission _ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers and Mtns Conservancy
Colorado River Board __ San Joaquin River Conservancy

_X  Conservation, Department of _____ Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy

___ Corrections, Department of State Lands Commission

__ Delta Protection Commission __ SWRCB: Clean Water Grants

__ Education, Department of __ SWRCB: Water Quality

_ X  Energy Commission _____ SWRCB: Water Rights

_X  Fish & Game Region # 4 ___ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

_X  Food & Agriculture, Department of S Toxic Substances Control, Department of
General Services, Department of __ Water Resources, Department of

X Health Services, Department of
Housing & Community Development Other

X _ Integrated Waste Management Board Other

X Native American Heritage Commission

Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)

Starting Date July 23, 2021 Ending Date _August 24, 2021

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):

Consulting Firm: Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Applicant; Clean Harbors Buttonwillow, LLC

Address: 2700 “M” Street, Suite 100 Address: 2500 West Lokern Road
City/State/Zip: Bakersfield, CA 93301 City/State/Zip: Buttonwillow, CA 93206
Contact: Janice Mayes. Planner Phone: (661) 762-6200

Phone: (661) 862-8793

Signature of Lead Agency Representative: Date: _July 23,2021

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code.
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION/INITIAL STUDY

Clean Harbors WMU
Solid Waste Disposal Facility
by Clean Harbors Buttonwillow, LLC

General Plan Amendment No. 7, Map No. 97
Zone Change No. 2, Map No. 97
Conditional Use Permit No. 4 Modification, Map No. 97
Application for Exclusion from Agricultural Preserve

PLN18-01927
(PP17117)

LEAD AGENCY:

Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department
2700 M Street, Suite 100
Bakersfield, California 93301-2370

Contact: Ms. Janice Mayes
(661) 862-8793
mayesj@kerncounty.com

July 2021
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KERN COUNTY PLANNING AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
Clean Harbors WMU
by Clean Harbors Buttonwillow, LLC
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1.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project includes Kern County’s modification of existing land use authorizations to
include an expanded permitted disposal area to facilitate the construction and operation of
additional non-hazardous waste landfill units and an expanded permitted facility area to
accommodate a soil stockpiles area; an increase to permitted disposal capacity for additional non-
hazardous waste; the construction and operation of four new hazardous waste tank treatment
buildings; and construction and operation of a latex paint recycling building. In addition, the project
proponent has submitted a renewal application to the Department of Toxic Substance Control
(DTSC) for the existing hazardous waste permit.

Land use authorizations for the facility were originally approved by the Kern County Board of
Supervisors in 1982. Modifications to Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 4 were approved on
December 12, 1994, November 30, 2004, July 13, 2010, and December 16, 2014 by both the Kern
County Planning Commission and Kern County Board of Supervisors.

Kern County’s authorization specifically includes:

1. Amendment to the Kern County General Plan of approximately 320 acres (on parcel 099-
251-32) from the existing 8.3 (Extensive Agriculture, 20 min acres) land use designation
to a 3.4 (Solid Waste Disposal Facility) designation;

2. Amendment to the Kern County General Plan Appendix E Map, “Petroleum Waste
Management” to show the current “Clean Harbors” name and revised permitted facility
boundary, with designated buffer property areas;

3. Zone change of 640 acres (parcels 099-290-17 and 099-251-32) from A (Exclusive
Agriculture) to M-3 (Heavy Industrial);

4. Application for removal of both parcels (640 acres) from Agricultural Preserve No. 2; and
Modification of the existing CUP No.4, Map No. 97 to include:

a. an increase in the permitted facility boundary from 320 acres to 640 acres to include
the expansion parcel for a soil stockpile area;

b. an increase in permitted disposal area from 160 disposal acres to 193.3 acres for the
addition of non-hazardous waste landfill units (WMU 36, 37, 38) within existing
facility boundary;

c. an increase in permitted disposal capacity from 13,250,000 cubic yards to 16,674,000
for the addition of non-hazardous waste landfill units (WMU 36, 37, 38) within
existing facility boundary;

d. construction of four new hazardous waste treatment buildings (tank treatment
buildings) to support proposed modifications to a Hazardous Waste Facility Permit
renewal application as required by DTSC; and

e. construction of one latex paint recycling building.
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The facility was granted a Hazardous Waste Facility Permit by DTSC and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) in May 1983 and October 1984, respectively and again in 1996. On April
6, 2006, the DTSC Hazardous Waste Facility Permit, expired but was continued in accordance with
regulatory requirements. Clean Harbors Buttonwillow, LLC has submitted a permit renewal
application to DTSC. DTSC is currently performing a technical review of the permit renewal
application. The facility continues to operate in accordance with the existing Hazardous Waste
Facility Permit.

While the Hazardous Waste Facility Permit renewal application does not include an increase in the
hazardous waste capacity, the scope of the proposed permit includes renewed authorization for
existing facilities and operations, with the following modifications:

1. Reclassification of existing tank units to miscellaneous units;

2. Construction and operation of four new buildings where treatment is conducted (tank
treatment buildings (tank treatment buildings) within the existing facility and reorganizing
operations to use the new tank treatment buildings, including the construction of a new
bulk container storage pad area for waste that is pending verification; and

3. Addition of environmental monitoring programs consistent with current regulatory
standards.

Kern County will prepare an Environmental Impact Report, pursuant to section 15161 of the State
CEQA Guidelines due to possible new significant impacts.

The document includes inter-agency collaboration protocols regarding environmental review and
preparation of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) in support of modification of the County
Conditional Use Permit CUP No. 4, Map No. 97 and DTSC’s hazardous waste permit renewal process.

1.1 PROJECT LOCATION

The Clean Harbors Buttonwillow Facility (facility) is an existing Class I hazardous and Class 11
non-hazardous commercial waste management facility that accepts solid, semi-solid, and liquid,
hazardous and non-hazardous wastes for treatment, storage, or disposal.

The facility is located at 2500 West Lokern Road, approximately 8 miles west of Buttonwillow in
the unincorporated area of central Kern County, California (Figure 1, Project Vicinity Map). The
existing facility is located on the north side of Lokern Road and encompasses 320 acres in the
eastern half of Section 16, Township 29S, Range 22E, of the Mount Diablo Base and Meridian in
the southwestern portion of the San Joaquin Valley (Figure 2, Project Site Boundary). Major
transportation routes in the regional area surrounding the Clean Harbors facility include Interstate
5, approximately 12 miles to the east; State Route (SR) 33, approximately 3 miles to the west; SR
46, approximately 22 miles (via SR 33) to the north; and SR 58, approximately 4 miles to the east.
Primary access to the facility is via Lokern Road accessed from the east by SR 58 or from the west
from SR 33 (see Figure 3, Hazardous and Non-Hazardous Truck Haul Routes) for waste delivery.

The project property encompasses two adjacent parcels owned by Clean Harbors, LLC. The first is
the main facility site consisting of 320 acres in the eastern half of Section 16, Township 29S, Range
22E, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian. The assessor’s parcel number for the facility is 099-290-
17. The second parcel is utilized as a buffer zone for operations on the main facility property and
encompasses 320 acres in the western half of Section 15, Township 29S, Range 22E, Mount Diablo
Base and Meridian. The assessor’s parcel number for this property is 099-261-32.
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1.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Land use within the project vicinity is generally characterized as irrigated agriculture and
undeveloped land. Two State Highways (SR-33 and SR-58) are located approximately 15 miles to
the east and 15 miles to the west of the project site, respectively. Interstate 5 (I-5) is located
approximately 12 miles east of the project site.

The project site, as currently permitted, is extensively disturbed and developed with a 320-acre
landfill facility that has been in continuous operation since it was permitted by the Kern County
Board of Supervisors in 1982. Vegetation throughout the site is primarily ruderal.

The nearest residential area is located approximately 3 miles northeast of the project site. There is
an operating pistachio farm directly north of the facility. The unincorporated community of
Buttonwillow is approximately 8 miles to the east. The census-designated place of McKittrick is
approximately 7 miles to the South. The City of Bakersfield is located approximately 36 miles
southeast of the site (Figure 1, Project Vicinity Map).

The facility property is within an area designated by the California Department of Conservation as
Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, or Unique Farmland. However, the original
site has been developed as a waste disposal facility since approximately 1983. A 1994 EIR for the
original facility cited loss of prime soils as a significant impact and a Statement of Overriding
Considerations was prepared and approved by the Board of Supervisors. There are no Williamson
Act Contracts affiliated with the facility sites. The project site is located within Agricultural
Preserve No. 2.

Topography

The facility lies in the Antelope Plain on the southwestern flank of the San Joaquin Valley, adjacent
to the Temblor Mountain Range. Land slopes range from approximately one percent at the facility
to over 40 percent in the drainage area headwaters in the Temblor Mountains. The relatively
uniform ground slope does not exhibit major drainage courses. However, there is a more closely
spaced series of small drainage courses which impact the facility in the vicinity of the western
boundary. The overall contour pattern is also concave in this area.

The upland areas that ultimately drain to the facility are located in steep, incised canyons. Water
courses are narrow, poorly defined, have an alignment that has numerous twists and turns, and are
generally parallel. The water courses do not typically coalesce into a major channel.

Natural land surface elevations on the property ranged from about 335 ft above mean sea level
(AMSL) at the northeast corner of the site to approximately 410 ft AMSL at the southwest corner
of the facility.

Hydrology

There are no surface water bodies or streams near the facility. The patterns of dry land overland
flow show surface flow toward the western and southern boundaries of the facility. These flows are
diverted around the facility to the northwest by facility site berms (Western berm, Southern road
berm, and Northern berm).

Based on the existing Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM), a portion of the northwest corner of the facility is located within the designated 100-year
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) floodplain. A re-evaluation of the 100-year floodplain using
updated topographic information and more detailed hydrologic and hydraulic methods was performed.
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The floodplain study estimates the 100-year floodplain extents for Adobe Canyon Creek in the
vicinity of the project for existing topographic conditions and proposed grading conditions. The
existing floodplain extents are based on the April 2015 topography obtained from Clean Harbors.
The proposed floodplain was estimated based on the liner grading plans for WMU 37 and WMU
38 located in the northwest corner of the site near the designated FEMA Zone A. The existing and
proposed condition floodplains were delineated using the Army Corps of Engineers Hydrologic
Engineering Center's River Analysis System (HEC-RAS) modeling software (HEC-RAS, 2010A,
2010B). Based on this re-evaluation, the new non-hazardous landfills are located outside of the
100-year floodplain.

Snow and winter rains result from North Pacific storms. These storms can last 1 to 5 days and may
bring flood-producing rains to Central and Northern California. Much of the moisture contained
within these storms is lost as they rise over the Coast Ranges.

The facility is located on the western slope of the San Joaquin Valley. The site is situated on a
bajada surface adjacent to the Temblor Mountain range located to the west of the facility. The
surface extends from the base of the Temblor Mountains out into the San Joaquin Valley. Upland
areas within the mountains are steep and rugged, while natural ground surface contours of the
bajada are gentle and near-parallel.

The topographic and climatic characteristics of the bajada environment typically do not result in
the formation of a single, well developed drainage channel. Instead, several small drainage channels
generally develop. Three drainage basins comprised of ephemeral or intermittent streams (which
are normally dry) drain toward the facility.

Three principal channels have been constructed to prevent surface water originating offsite from
entering the facility. These channels are located on the western, southern, and northern boundaries
of the facility property.

The new floodplain study estimates the 100-year floodplain extents for Adobe Canyon Creek in the
vicinity of the project location for existing topographic conditions and proposed grading conditions.
Based on the new floodplain study, the new non-hazardous landfills will be located outside of the
100-year floodplain.

Climatology

In general terms, valley summers are relatively cloudless, hot and dry; winters are mild and semidry
yet fairly humid. The average monthly temperature in this area ranges from 45°F in January to
about 85°F in July. Approximately 90 percent of the annual precipitation of five inches occurs
during the six-month period, from November through April, almost always in the form of rain.

Snows are infrequent occurrences on the valley floor. Fog occurs on an average of 30 days per year.
Severe freezes seldom occur, and frosts are infrequent. Relative humidity varies from 20 percent
to 25 percent during the summer months, to near 100 percent for extended periods during the winter.

The nearest National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) weather reporting station
is in Buttonwillow, California. According to NOAA (2006), the mean annual precipitation for the
region varies from 5 to 8 inches annually. The long term-mean annual precipitation for the facility
is 6.23 inches.

Geology

Three distinct stratigraphic zones comprise the top 600 ft of the sedimentary sequence in the region
of the facility and include the following local designations: (i) the Upper Zone, which includes the
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Silt Unit and the Upper Sand Unit, (ii) the Intermediate zone, which includes the Upper Clay 1
Layer, the Intermediate Unit, and the Lower Clay Layer, and (iii) the Lower Zone, which includes
the Lower Unit and is underlain by the Corcoran Clay.

Seismic Conditions

No active fault exists within or near the facility. The nearest known active fault is the San Andreas
Fault located approximately 15 miles southwest of the site. Because the San Andreas Fault zone is
the most active and potentially the largest source of seismic activity in the region, it is considered
the controlling fault for the facility.

Cultural and Historical

A records and literature search from the South San Joaquin Valley Information Center at California
State University, Bakersfield was conducted along with a cultural resources survey of the project
area. The Native American group which occupied the area at the time of European contact were
the Yokuts. The Yokuts lived in variable sized communities throughout the southern San Joaquin
Valley and adjacent foothills. Their subsistence level was based on hunting and gathering, with
small groups of people moving throughout the territorial range on a seasonal basis. Various plants
were collected, animals were trapped and hunted, and shellfish were collected from the sloughs and
marsh areas. Major villages were generally near reliable sources of fresh water, but smaller use
areas, seasonal camps or hunting/kill sites could be found throughout their territory. Stone resources
for tools would not have been abundant in the general area of the Buttonwillow facility, but there
are known sources of chert to the west and the southwest of the Buttonwillow facility. There are
no known villages reported to be within or adjacent to the Buttonwillow facility, which is in the
eastern half of Section 16.

Biological

The Buttonwillow facility is located in an area inhabited by State and/or Federally threatened or
endangered wildlife species. These include the San Joaquin kit fox (Vulpes macrotis mutica), giant
kangaroo rat (Dipodomys ingens), San Joaquin antelope ground squirrel (Ammospermophilus
nelson), and blunt-nosed leopard lizard (Gambelia silus). Additionally, the short-nosed kangaroo
rat (Dipodomys nitratoides brevinasus), a CDFW species of Special Concern, exists in the area.

Most of the 320-acre existing facility is utilized exclusively for waste disposal operations and is
devoid of endangered species habitat, except for a small artificial pond located in the northwest
corner of the facility. This pond is surrounded by aquatic vegetation and may be attractive to
wildlife, including San Joaquin kit fox which may inhabit nearby off-site areas. The artificial pond
has recently been excluded from the fenced facility. Liquid surface impoundments on the facility
may also attract wildlife; however, these areas are equipped with noise producing equipment (e.g.,
avian alarms and propane powered “zon” bird deterrent devices) which are designed to keep
wildlife (particularly water fowl) from using these ponds by producing noise. The fences
surrounding the facility, including the ponds, were specifically designed to exclude San Joaquin kit
foxes. A high density polyethylene barrier has been placed along the bottom for the fence to prohibit
blunt-nosed leopard lizards from entering the facility.

The buffer area, except for three areas which have been farmed, is known to support San Joaquin
kit fox, blunt-nosed leopard lizards, and short-nosed kangaroo rats. It is also likely that San Joaquin
antelope ground squirrels inhabit the buffer area. A portion of this undeveloped buffer area, east of
the existing facility is proposed to be used for stockpiling soil from the construction activities
associated with the proposed project (Figure 2, Project Site Boundary).
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Vegetation on the buffer areas surrounding the facility consists primarily of Saltbush Scrub habitat,
except the property north of the existing facility which is being farmed. Much of the buffer zone
owned by the applicant has been disturbed by unauthorized sheep grazing.

Traffic

Traffic to and from the facility includes waste-hauling trucks, light service vehicles, privately
owned vehicles that have been previously authorized for disposal of waste at the facility by existing
contractual agreements, and authorized passenger vehicles. Primary access to the facility is via
Highway 33 from the west to the Lokern Road or Highway 58 from the east to the Lokern Road
(see Figure 3, Hazardous and Non-hazardous Truck Haul Routes). Approximately equal volumes
of truck traffic access the facility from each highway. The main entrance to the facility is located
on the north side of the Lokern Road and consists of a paved driveway widened to 70 feet to allow
for deceleration and acceleration of vehicles. Trucks may turn right or left into the facility.

Two types of waste trucks travel to and from the project site: hazardous and non-hazardous waste.
Primary access to the facility for non-hazardous waste trucks is either from: Interstate 5 to Highway 58
to Lokern Road and west on Lokern Road to the facility, or; Highway 33 to Lokern Road and east on
Lokern Road to the facility. See Figure 3, Hazardous and Non-Hazardous Truck Haul Routes.

Per the 2014 CUP, alternate routes are required for hazardous waste trucks traveling to and from
the facility. Hazardous waste trucks utilize the following routes going to and from the facility:

= Southbound haulers on Interstate 5: Interstate 5 south to Buttonwillow Drive (Rowlee
Road), south to Seventh Standard Road, west on Seventh Standard Road to Corn Camp
Road, south on Corn Camp Road to Highway 58, west on Highway 58 to Lokern Road,
west on Lokern Road to the facility.

= Northbound haulers on Interstate 5: Interstate 5 north to Seventh Standard Road, west on
Seventh Standard Road to Corn Camp Road, south on Corn Camp Road to Highway 58,
west on Highway 58 to Lokern Road, west on Lokern Road to the facility.

Access to the facility is limited to the south entrance along Lokern Road, located approximately
0.1 mile from the southeast corner of the facility site. Inbound trucks enter the facility via the two-
way, all-weather paved road and travel approximately 150 feet to the Security check in office. From
the Security check in the trucks then travel 250 feet to the site administration and laboratory area.
At this point trucks stop, the truck is weighed, waste verification procedures implemented, samples
of the waste are obtained as required, and finger-print analysis is performed. Once the waste
verification is completed, a determination is made of the trucks next destination on the site. Trucks
then proceed to the designated treatment, storage, or disposal unit. Figure 4, Existing Traffic
Patterns, shows the existing onsite traffic flow patterns at the facility. Speed limits and stop signs
control traffic on the facility roads.

Current operations of the facility include approximately 150 to 300 truck trips per day. The non-
hazardous waste expansion portion of the project includes a request to increase the maximum truck
tonnage limits to allow an increase from 300 to 600 daily truck trips per day to accommodate
additional processing of non-hazardous waste materials once the new waste landfills are completed.

In addition to truck traffic, employees drive to the facility in their private vehicles. These vehicles
enter the facility via the main access gate and park in one of two parking areas. The parking areas
can accommodate 58 vehicles, providing sufficient capacity for facility personnel, visiting
contractors, and regulatory personnel. The majority of the visitor parking is to the east of the main
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access entrance, in a visitor lot extending 300 feet east inside a fence north of the Lokern Road. All
facility employees park in the designated employee parking lot. On average, approximately 25
personal vehicles enter the facility per day. Personal vehicles include cars, pickups, and vans driven
by contractor personnel.

The access road and the roads in the vicinity of the main gate, laboratory, and administration
building are surfaced with asphalt concrete with a base material of compacted soil. The remaining
on-site access roads are surfaced with macadam, gravel or asphalt concrete.

Airports

The project is not within the boundaries of any airport as identified in the Kern County Airport
Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP). The nearest public airport is the Elk Hills-Buttonwillow
airport, located approximately 8 miles southeast of the facility property. The nearest private airstrip
is Belridge Strip, located approximately 8 miles northwest of the facility property.

1.2.