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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
20 March 2019 WDID: 5S17CC409594

Stan Ferguson

Wellness Ranch, LLC
3009 Artesia Boulevard N
Torrance, CA 90504

NOTICE OF APPLICABILITY, WATER QUALITY ORDER WQ-2017-0023-DWQ,
STAN FERGUSON, APN 007-045-16, LAKE COUNTY

Stan Ferguson, for Wellness Ranch, LLC (hereafter “Discharger”) submitted information through
the State Water Resources Control Board's (State Water Board) online portal on

15 February 2019, for discharges of waste associated with cannabis cultivation related activities.
Based on the information provided, the Discharger self-certified the cannabis cultivation
activities are consistent with the requirements of the State Water Board’s Cannabis Cultivation
Policy- Principles and Guidelines for Cannabis Cultivation (Policy), and the General Waste
Discharge Requirements and Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges of
Waste Associated with Cannabis Cultivation Activities, Order No. WQ-2017-0023-DWQ
(General Order). This letter provides notice that the Policy and General Order are applicable to
the site as described below. You are hereby assigned waste discharge identification (WDID)
number 5817CC409594.

The Discharger is responsible for all applicable requirements in the Policy, General Order, and
this Notice of Applicability (NOA), including submittal of all required reports. The Discharger is
the sole person with legal authority to, among other things, change information submitted to
obtain regulatory coverage under the General Order; request changes to enroliment status,
including risk designation; and terminate regulatory coverage. The Central Valley Regional
Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) will hold the Discharger liable for any
noncompliance with the Policy, General Order, and this NOA, including non-payment of annual
fees.

Pursuant to the General Order and Policy, Stan Ferguson (hereafter “Landowner”) is ultimately
responsible for any water quality degradation that occurs on or emanates from the property and
for water diversions that are not in compliance with the Policy. Accordingly, both the Discharger
and Landowner will be held responsible for correcting non-compliance.

1. FACILITY AND DISCHARGE DESCRIPTION

The information submitted by the Discharger states the disturbed area is equal to or greater than
2,000 square feet and less than 1 acre (43,560 square feet), no portion of the disturbed area is
within the setback requirements, no portion of the disturbed area is located on a slope greater
than 30 percent, and the cannabis cultivation area is less than 1 acre.
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Based on the information submitted by the Discharger, the cannabis cultivation activities are
classified as Tier 1, low risk.

2. SITE-SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS

The Policy and General Order are available on the Internet at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/cannabis. The Discharger shall ensure that all site operating
personnel know, understand, and comply with the requirements contained in the Policy, General
Order, this NOA, and the Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP, Attachment B of the General
Order). Note that the General Order contains standard provisions, general requirements, and
prohibitions that apply to all cannabis cultivation activities.

The application requires the Discharger to self-certify that all applicable Best Practicable
Treatment or Control (BPTC) measures are being implemented, or will be implemented by the
onset of the winter period (November 15 - April 1), following the enroliment date. Dischargers
that cannot implement all applicable BPTC measures by the onset of the winter period, following
their enroliment date, shall submit to the appropriate Central Valley Water Board a Site
Management Plan that includes a time schedule and scope of work for use by the Central Valley
Water Board in developing a compliance schedule as described in Attachment A of the General
Order.

3. TECHNICAL REPORT REQUIREMENTS

The following technical report(s) shall be submitted by the Discharger as described below:

1. A Site Management Plan, by 16 May 2019, consistent with the requirements of General
Order Provision C.1.a., and Attachment A, Section 5. Attachment D of the General Crder
provides guidance on the contents of the Site Management Plan.

2. A Site Closure Report must be submitted 90 days prior to permanently ending cannabis
cultivation activities and seeking to rescind coverage under the General Order. The Site
Closure Report must be consistent with the requirements of General Order Provision
C.1.e., and Attachment A, Section 5. Attachment D of the General Order provides
guidance on the contents of the Site Closure Report.

4. MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

The Discharger shall comply with the Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP). Attachment B
of the General Order provides guidance on the contents for the annual reporting requirement.
Annual reports shall be submitted to the Central Valley Water Board by March 1 following the
year being monitored. The Discharger shall not implement any changes to this MRP unless and
until a revised MRP is issued by the Central Valley Water Board’s Executive Officer or the State
Water Board’'s Chief Deputy Director, or Deputy Director.

5. ANNUAL FEE

According to the information submitted, the discharge is classified as Tier 1, low risk with the
current annual fee assessed at $600. The fee is due and payable on an annual basis until
coverage under this General Order is formally rescinded. To rescind coverage, the Discharger
must submit a Notice of Termination, including a Site Closure Report at least 90 days prior to
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termination of activities and include a final MRP report.

6. TERMINATION OF COVERAGE UNDER THE GENERAL ORDER & REGIONAL WATER
BOARD CONTACT INFORMATION

Cannabis cultivators that propose to terminate coverage under the Conditional Waiver or
General Order must submit a Notice of Termination (NOT). The NOT must include a Site
Closure Report (see Technical Report Requirements above), and Dischargers enrolled under
the General Order must also submit a final monitoring report. The Central Valley Water Board
reserves the right to inspect the site before approving an NOT. Attachment C includes the NOT
form and Attachment D of the General Order provides guidance on the contents of the Site
Closure Report.

If the Discharger cannot comply with the General Order, or will be unable to implement an
applicable BPTC measure contained in Attachment A by the onset of the winter period each
year, the Discharger shall notify the Central Valley Water Board staff by telephone at
530-224-4845 so that a site-specific compliance schedule can be developed.

All monitoring reports, submittals, discharge notifications, and questions regarding compliance
and enforcement should be directed to centralvalleyredding@waterboards.ca.gov or

530-224-4845
f / '
L\_(ﬁor)' éPaOt%(ck Pulupa,
Executive Officer
KBH: ch
cc via email: Kevin Porzio, State Water Resources Control Board, Sacramento

Byron Turner, Lake County Planning Department, Lakeport
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Fried, Janae@Waterboards ﬁ-:q Fri, Apr 19 at 2:09 PM Yy
From: janae.fried@waterboards.ca.gov
To: Wellness Ranch Team

Hi Luis,

| will be out of the office all next week, so | do not have time to prepare an official document. Because you won't be disturbing the
additional area until the next fiscal year (July 1, 2024 — June 30, 2025), you do not have to submit any changes to your enroliment at
this time. Before you put shovels to the ground, you must submit another COIl and get an approved updated NOA. Please share this
email with appropriate county staff.

Janae Fried (she/her)

Engineering Geologist

Central Valley Water Board, Redding Office
Cannabis Regulation and Enforcement Unit (CREU)
364 Knollcrest Drive, Suite 205

Redding, CA 96002

Office Line: 530-224-3291
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