State of California — California Environmental Protection Agency Department of Toxic Substances Control

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To: Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation From: Department of Toxic Substances Control
State Clearinghouse Site Mitigation and Restoration Program
1400 Tenth Street, Room 212 700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95812 Berkeley, CA 94710

Subject: FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 21108 OF THE

PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE
Project Title: Freedom Circle Remedial Action Plan
State Clearinghouse Number: 2020060425
Project Location: 3925 and 3935 Freedom Circle, Santa Clara, California 95054
County: Santa Clara
Project Applicant: CRE-GS Freedom Circle Phase | Owner, LLC

Project Description: The project activities involve the implementation of a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) for the
Freedom Circle project (project). Shallow soil at the approximately 13.3-acre site (site), comprised of two parcels,
contains concentrations of metals and organochlorine pesticides above health-risk based regulatory screening
criteria for residential land use. The primary contaminants of potential concern have been identified as arsenic,
lead, and dieldrin in shallow soil (less than 5 feet below ground surface). The cleanup of the site will consist of
excavation and offsite disposal of approximately 100,000 cubic yards of contaminated soil.

The Freedom Circle Focus Area Plan / Greystar Project General Plan Amendment Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) was certified by the City of Santa Clara on June 7, 2022. The Final EIR analyzed the redevelopment of the
Freedom Circle project site to be developed with three multifamily residential buildings and a public park.

The Final EIR concluded that a significant unavoidable impact could occur related to construction emissions that
could exceed applicable BAAQMD thresholds and generate a cumulatively considerable net increase in criteria
air pollutants for which the region is in non-attainment. DTSC concluded that the project activities could contribute
to this significant unavoidable impact. However, the environmental benefits of the project (cleanup of the site)
outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects (CEQA Guidelines Section 15193). Therefore, DTSC
is relying on the City’s Statement of Overriding Considerations adopted for the Final EIR.

DTSC utilized information and analysis in the Final EIR to support a final determination about the type of
environmental document required to be prepared for the RAP, as provided by Sections 15162, 15163, and 15164
of the CEQA Guidelines. An Addendum has been prepared which considered the environmental impacts that
were analyzed in the Final EIR. The Addendum focuses on determining whether the project activities associated
with the RAP would result in an increase in the severity of the impacts that were previously identified or would
result in any new impacts not previously considered in the EIR.

As Responsible Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), DTSC approved the above-
described project on August 20, 2025 and has made the following determinations:

1. The project will have a significant effect on the environment.

An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
Mitigation measures were made a condition of project approval.

A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan was adopted for this project.

A Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for this project by the City of Santa Clara.
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Findings were made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.



State of California — California Environmental Protection Agency Department of Toxic Substances Control
The administrative record for this project is available to the public by appointment at the following location:

Department of Toxic Substances Control
700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 100

Berkeley, CA 94710

(510) 540-2122 (call for an appointment)

Additional project information is available on EnviroStor:
www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report?global id=43010028

Contact Person Contact Title Phone Number
Dennis Palacios Project Manager (818) 717-6513

Approver’s Signature: 4/% Date:

August 20, 2025

Approver's Name Approver’s Title Approver's Phone Number
Marikka Hughes, P.G. Environmental Program Manager | (510) 540-3926



