Special (Virtual) Board Meeting 
June 12, 2020 3:00 PM
Dr. Ernest Shaw Board Room
401 S. Inglewood Avenue
Inglewood, CA 90301

	Agenda Item:
	10.a.3. Adopt Resolution 49/2019-200, Determining the Warren Lane Elementary School Consolidation Project is Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act and Approving the Project

	Speaker:
	Christine M.I. Dacanay, Chief Business Official

	Recommended Motion:
	Administration recommends that the County Administrator adopt Resolution No. 49/2019-2020, determining the Warren Lane Elementary School Consolidation Project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act and approving the Project.

	Rationale:
	All Board Resolutions must be approved by the County Administrator.  The Inglewood Unified School District (“District”) has developed the Warren Lane Elementary School (“Warren Lane”) Consolidation Project (“Project”) for the consolidation of Warren Lane  with all District schools with excess capacity including and primarily with Centinela TK-6 Elementary School (“Centinela”) Woodworth Monroe TK-8 School (“Woodworth”), George Crozier Middle School (“Crozier”) and Kelso Elementary School (“Kelso”) (collectively referred to herein as the “Receiving Schools”). 

While the Receiving Schools will be the primary schools that students will be transferred to, the District has school choice policy that allows parents to choose to enroll their students in a District school of choice, as long as there is existing available capacity.

Warren Lane is located at 2602 W. 79th Street, Inglewood, California 90305. The primary  Receiving Schools are located as follow: Centinela is located at 1123 N Marlborough Ave, Inglewood, CA 90302; Woodworth is located at 10711 S 10th Ave, Inglewood, CA 90303; Crozier is located at 120 W Regent St, Inglewood, CA 90301; and Kelso is located at 809 E Kelso St, Inglewood, CA 90301.  Other Receiving Schools are located throughout the District.

The District commissioned Davis Demographics to prepare a Student Population Forecast, attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, which includes an assessment of the District’s demographics and projected enrollment over the next seven years (“Study”).  Per the Study, the student population in the District is expected to decline over the next seven years.  During the 2019 school year, there were approximately 8,203 students enrolled in the District, and enrollment is expected to decline to 5,993 students by the 2026 school year. 

Warren Lane has experienced declining enrollment.  It has capacity for 540 students, but as of the 2019 school year, only 184 students were enrolled, which is approximately 34% of its student capacity.  The Receiving Schools are also experiencing low enrollment.  Centinela has capacity for 1,020 students, but as of the 2019 school year, only 529 students were enrolled which is 51% of its capacity.  Woodworth has capacity for 1,312 students, but as of the 2019 school year, only 690 students were enrolled which is approximately 52% of its student capacity. Crozier has capacity for 612 students, but as of the 2019 school year, only 450 students were enrolled, which is approximately 73% of its capacity.  Kelso has capacity for 690 students, but as of the 2019 school year, only 448 students were enrolled, which is approximately 64% of its capacity. Per the Study, all other potential Receiving Schools are experiencing low enrollment and can absorb Warren Lane students as required.

In order to focus its revenues and resources to continue to improve the facilities, programs, and support for students at the District’s schools, and other facilities, consolidating Warren Lane with the Receiving Schools will enhance, Districtwide, the quality of the curricula and educational programs, which are currently dispersed over a number of the Receiving Schools. 

District staff has conducted community engagements and outreach regarding the consolidation to seek input from Warren Lane parents and the community.  Such outreach includes meetings with labor partners, teachers, and parents via mailed correspondence, emails, and phone calls, and a public community meeting to further receive input.

Rationale: Prior to commencement of the Project, the District must ensure the Project complies with the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”).  The Project meets the definition of Public Resources Code section 21080.18.  The District determined, through its own independent review and analysis that the Project meets the definition of the Class 14 Categorical Exemption per CEQA Guidelines sections 15314 and is exempt from CEQA, as set forth in the Resolution. 

Per the Minor Additions to Schools Class 14 Categorical Exemption in CEQA Guidelines section 15314, a project that consists of minor additions to existing schools within existing school grounds where the addition does not increase original student capacity by more than 25% or ten classrooms, whichever is less, is exempt from CEQA. 

Here, Warren Lane has an enrollment of 184 students for the 2019 school year, and the Receiving Schools have surplus capacity, and are capable of absorbing Warren Lane students.  Centinela has a total capacity of 1,020 students, with a 2019 school year enrollment of 529 students, and an available capacity of 491 students.  Woodworth has a total capacity of 1,312 students, with a 2019 school year enrollment of 690 students, and an available capacity of 622 students.  Crozier has a total capacity for 612 students, with a 2019 enrollment of 450 students, and available capacity of 162 students.  Kelso has a total capacity for 690 students, with a 2019 enrollment of 448 students, and available capacity of 242 students.  Per the Study, all other potential Receiving Schools have capacity within the categorical exemption guidelines. The absorption of Warren Lane’s students to the Receiving Schools would not increase the capacity of those schools by greater than 25% or 10 classrooms.  Thus, the Project meets the definition of a Class 14 Categorical Exemption.

CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2(c) provides that if unusual circumstances exist, an otherwise categorically exempt project would be disqualified from being exempt.  There are no known unusual circumstances that would except the Project from the Class 14 Categorical Exemption.

Once a project is determined to be exempt, the project is no longer subject to either the procedural or substantive requirements of CEQA and the project may proceed immediately.  Thus, CEQA review would be complete should the Board determine that the Project is exempt and approve the Project.  The Project could immediately begin thereafter.

Should the Board adopt the Resolution, the Project will be finally approved, and District staff will file a Notice of Exemption with the Los Angeles County Clerk and the State Clearinghouse.



	Attachments:

	Notice of Exemption 

	Resolution No. 49/2019-2020

	Student Population Forecast


