





\\ CRM TECH

1016 E. Cooley Drive, Suite A/B
Colton, CA 92324

September 4, 2013

Carey L. Allen, CMC

Administrative / Property Service Manager
March Joint Powers Authority

23555 Meyer Drive

Riverside, CA 92518

Re: Archaeological Field Survey
Van Buren Boulevard Widening /Improvement Project
Near March Air Reserve Base, Riverside County, California
CRM TECH Contract No. 2735

Dear Ms. Allen:

At your request, we have completed an archaeological field survey on the Area of
Potential Effects (APE) for the project referenced above. The APE consists of a 50- to 80-
feet-wide strip of vacant land located on the north side of the existing Van Buren
Boulevard right-of-way at the intersection of Meridian Parkway, in an unincorporated
area near the March Air Reserve Base (Fig. 1). As you know, the APE was previously
included in the scope of a 2009 cultural resources study for the Meridian Specific Plan
Amendment (McGinnis 2009), and the present survey constitutes a supplement and
update to that study pertaining specifically to this APE.

Background

In 2009, Tierra Environmental Services, Inc., of San Diego performed a standard Phase I
historical /archaeological resources survey in association with a proposed amendment
to the Meridian Specific Plan, which encompassed a total of 1,290 acres, including the
current APE (McGinnis 2009:1, 4). The "area of investigation" for that study, however,
was limited to a subset of 250 acres subject to the amendment, which evidently did not
include the APE (ibid.). Furthermore, the 2009 study does not specify the exact field
methods used during the survey or the intensity of the survey efforts (ibid.:15). As a
result, there is no evidence that the current APE was surveyed adequately at that time.

Earlier this month, BCR Consulting LLC of Claremont conducted a historical/
archaeological resources records search on the APE at the Eastern Information Center,
University of California, Riverside, which is the State of California's official cultural
resource records repository for Riverside County (Brunzell 2013). Based on records
reviewed at the information center, BCR Consulting LLC concluded that the APE had
not been covered by a previously completed cultural resources field survey, and that no
cultural resources had been identified on this property (ibid.:2).

In addition to the records search, it is our understanding that Native American
consultation for the proposed project is currently underway by the March Joint Powers
Authority and the Federal Economic Development Agency. In order to complete the
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Figure 1. Location and configuration of the APE. (Based on USGS Riverside East and Steele Peak, Calif.,

1:24,000 quadrangles)




cultural resources identification process for statutory and regulatory compliance
purposes, the March Joint Powers Authority has requested that CRM TECH provide an
intensive-level archaeological field survey of the APE.

Field Survey Methods and Results

On August 30, 2013, CRM TECH archaeologist Daniel Ballester, B.A., carried out the
field survey of the APE by walking a series of parallel east-west transects spaced 15
meters (approx. 50 feet) apart. In this way, the ground surface in the entire APE was
systematically and carefully examined for any evidence of human activities dating to
the prehistoric or historic period (i.e., 50 years or older). Ground visibility on the
property ranged from poor (20%) to good (80%), depending on the density of
vegetation growth at the various locations.

Throughout the course of the survey, no buildings, structures, objects, sites, features, or
artifact deposits more than 50 years of age were encountered within or adjacent to the
APE. Partially due to its location adjoining Van Buren Boulevard, a major local
thoroughfare, the ground surface in the APE has been extensively disturbed in the past
(Fig. 2). A large retention basin has been built just to the north of the eastern portion of
the APE, and a chapel once occupied the area directly north of the western portion
(Tang and Tibbet 2005:6-7), both of which undoubtedly contributed further to past
disturbances on this property. No bedrock outcrops, which often contain prehistoric
Native American milling features in the surrounding area, were observed within or
near the APE.

Figure 2. Overview of the APE. (Photo taken on August 30, 2013; view to the west)



Conclusion

Based on the survey results summarized above, we conclude that no "historic
properties,” as defined by Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, or
"historical resources," as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act, are
present within or adjacent to the APE. No further cultural resources investigation is
recommended for this property, and no additional mitigation measures will be
necessary beyond those outlined in the 2009 study (McGinnis 2009:25-26).

Thank you for this opportunity to be of service. If you have any questions regarding
this study or need any further information, please feel free to contact our office.

Sincerely,

Bai "Tom" Tang, M.A.
Principal, CRM TECH
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CRM TECH
1016 E. Cooley Drive, Suite A/B
Colton, CA 92324

April 23, 2015

Nicole MacAulay

LNR Riverside Il, LLC

4350 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 200
Newport Beach, CA 92660

Re: Archaeological Monitoring Program
March Joint Powers Authority Project
Near March Air Reserve Base, Riverside County, California
CRM TECH Contract No. 2833

Dear Ms. MacAulay:

At your request, CRM TECH has completed an archaeological monitoring program during drainage
improvement work for the project referenced above. The subject property of the monitoring
program consists of several noncontiguous areas of vacant land in Assessor's Parcel Nos. 294-100-
005 and 294-120-011, totaling approximately 34 acres. These areas are located near the intersection
of VVan Buren Boulevard and Plummer Road, in the west half of Section 27 and the east half of
Section 28, T3S R4W, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian (Fig. 1). The monitoring program was
required by the March Joint Powers Authority, as the lead agency for the project, in compliance with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. This letter presents a summary of the
methods, findings, and conclusions of the monitoring program.

Field Procedures

Prior to the commencement of the project, CRM TECH conducted a cultural resources records
search at the Eastern Information Center, University of California, Riverside, for information on
known archaeological resources and previous studies in the vicinity. On July 28, 2014, CRM TECH
archaeologists Daniel Ballester and Nina Gallardo (see App. 1 for qualifications) conducted a
pedestrian field inspection of the ground surface within the Area of Potential Effects (APE) to
identify any cultural remains. Appropriate recordation procedures were completed on archaeological
remains encountered during the inspection, including photo-recordation, sketch drawings, and
location mapping.

Onsite monitoring of earth-moving activities was carried out between July 29 and September 30,
2014, as needed whenever native soils were impacted by project activities. The archaeological
monitors included CRM TECH principal investigator Michael Hogan and project archaeologists
Daniel Ballester, Nina Gallardo, Sal Boites, and John D. Goodman Il (see App. 1 for qualifications).
As a part of the field procedures, the monitors took photographs and notes regarding the locations
and depths of the excavations, equipment used, and the types of soils observed. CRM TECH
monitors were generally not present when the project was impacting decomposing granite, culturally
sterile soils, and other areas determined to be low in archaeological sensitivity. However, Native
American monitors from the Pechanga Band of Luisefio Indians were present during almost all
earth-moving activities.
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	Appendix L: Tribal Cultural Resources

