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SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public 
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Project Title: Capuchino High School Sports Complex- Baseball Safety Netting (IS Addendum) 

Project Applicant: San Mateo Union High School District 
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Project Description: 
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3. Mitigation measures [18] were D were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.
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6. Findings [D were 181 were not) made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

This environmental document is an Addendum to the San Mateo Union High School District's 
(SMUHSD or District) Capuchino High School Athletics Complex Project Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND), State Clearinghouse No. 2020059018, adopted 
in October 2020 by the SMUHSD. The SMUHSD is the lead agency under CEQA. 

This Addendum addresses refinements to the project plans that result in the construction of a 
baseball field safety netting structure. As demonstrated in this Addendum, the IS/MND 
continues to serve as the appropriate document addressing the environmental impacts of these 
improvements pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

1.2 BACKGROUND 

The IS/MND was prepared to address construction and operational impacts of the proposed 

Capuchino High School Athletics Complex Project (Approved Project). The IS/MND evaluated 
potential environmental effects on aesthetics, agriculture and forestry resources, air quality, 

biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards 
and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, mineral resources, 
noise, population and housing, public services, recreation, transportation/traffic, utilities and 

service systems, and mandatory findings of significance. All impacts identified in the IS/MND 

were either less than significant or have been mitigated to below a level of significance through 
implementation of mitigation measures identified in the document and subsequently incorporated 

into the project by IS/MND the District. The aesthetics analysis in the IS/MND addressed the 
overall impacts of the athletics field project on visual quality, but did not envision the baseball 

field netting structure. 

1.3 PURPOSE OF ADDENDUM TO THE IS/MND 

When a proposed project is changed, there are changes in environmental setting, or additional 

analysis is required, a determination must be made by the Lead Agency as to whether an 

Addendum or Subsequent EIR or MND is prepared. CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 and 

15164 set forth criteria to assess which environmental document is appropriate. The criteria for 

determining whether an Addendum or Subsequent MND is prepared are outlined below. If the 

criteria below are true, then an Addendum is the appropriate document: 

• No new significant impacts will result from the project or from new mitigation measures. 
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• No substantial increase in the severity of environmental impact will occur. 

• No new feasible alternatives or mitigation measures that would reduce impacts previously 
found not to be feasible have, in fact, been found to be feasible. 

Based upon the information provided in Section 3.0 of this document, the changes to the 
Approved Project will not result in new significant impacts or substantially increase the severity 
of impacts previously identified in the IS/MND, and there are no previously infeasible 
alternatives that are now feasible. None of the other factors set forth in Section 15162(a)(3) are 
present. Therefore, an Addendum is appropriate. This Addendum addresses the environmental 
effects of the addition of a baseball field netting structure to the overall athletics field project. 

.2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Project Location And Setting 

Capuchino High School is located at 1501 Magnolia Avenue in the southern area ofCity ofSan 
Bruno, in San Mateo County. While the campus is within the San Bruno City limits, it is 
surrounded by land within the City of Millbrae. Regionally, the campus is accessed via from US 
Highway 101, via El Camino Real and Park Boulevard. The Capuchino High School campus is 
tocated north of Barcelona Drive and Millwood Drive, south and east of Park Boulevard, and 
southwest of Magnolia A venue. 

The high school campus is bounded on all sides by residential land uses across Park Boulevard, 
Barcelona Drive, Magnolia A venue, and Millwood Drive. The athletic facilities that comprise 
the project area are located at the northeastern and northwestern edges of the campus. The 
proposed site of the baseball field netting structure would be at the corner of the school adjacent 
to the intersection of Park Place, Park Blvd., and Magnolia A venue. 

2.2. Previously Approved Project 

The previously approved project is a reconfigured and improved athletics complex for the school 

including: 

• Replacement of the existing baseball field grass surface with an artificial turf system and 
renovating/improving/expanding ancillary field facilities, and adding lighting and a PA 

system; 

• Replacement of the existing softball field grass surface with an artificial turf system and 
renovating/improving/expanding ancillary field facilities, and adding lighting and a PA 
system; 
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The environmental analysis provided in the ISIMND remains current and applicable to the 
proposed project in all areas, as summarized below: 

Aesthetics 

Regarding aesthetics, the IS/MND concluded: 

Page4 

IS Aesthetics Ques_tion I c): The project would result in a change in the views of the 
campus from the adjacent streets and sidewalks that run between the campus and 
adjacent residential areas, including Magnolia Avenue, Park Boulevard, and Millwood 
Drive. However, the project would not substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of public views of the site from the adjacent streets, because the 
project features would (1) either not be visible from these public vantage points due to 
vegetative screening, other buildings on campus, or changes in grade; or (2) would 
introduce minor features, such as light poles and new bleachers that, while visible, would 
not significantly detract from the existing visual quality of the high school campus. 
Because the project would not substantially degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of public views of the site and its surroundings the impacts on visual quality 
would be less than significant. 

As shown in Figures la and lb, below, the proposed project modifications (baseball safety 
netting structure) would be visible to motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians passing through the 
adjacent intersection, as well as from up to five single-family houses near that intersection. 
Existing safety netting and lighting stanchions are already visible in views of that comer, which 
was part of the previously approved project. In addition, due to the nature of the proposed 
netting (mostly transparent and not blocking views) and the six proposed poles (which, at a 
maximum of 45 feet high, would be around 30 feet shorter than existing nearby light poles), the 
proposed structure would not substantially increase the significance of the aesthetics impacts 
identified in the IS (see quoted response to Question le, above). 

Other Resources Topics. 

The project would not have the potential to adversely affect any other resource topics considered 
in the 2020 Initial Study. 
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Figure lA: Existing Views of the Field from Magnolia/Park Intersection 

Figure 1B: Views of the Field from Magnolia/Park Intersection with Proposed Netting System 
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Attachment A- Plans For Proposed Baseball Netting Structure 
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