Hi-Desert Water District

Phase Il and Phase Il Sewer Collection

System Project
Addendum to the Mitigated Negative Declaration
SCH # 2020049072

June 2026

Prepared For:  Hi-Desert Water District
55439 29 Palms Highway
Yucca Valley, California 92284

Prepared By:  NV5, Inc.
15092 Avenue of Science, Suite 200
San Diego, CA 92128

NV5 Job Number: 227523-0001805.00



This page is left intentionally blank.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

o 0 T 1191 Yo 114 [ o T S S 1
1.1 Project BaCKEIOUNC.........ccccereerierseereesseesssesssesssesssesssesssesssesssssssesssesssesssesssesssessnesssesssesssesssessssssnenas 1
1.2  Statutory Requirement for an Addendum...........ccoceicercmrsmrsmssessessre s s s sseesseesseesseesseessssssnenas 1

2.0 Environmental ImMpPact ANAIYSIS......ccccvcirririmimnisssrenisssere s sssss s s s s s sssssssesssssmsessassmsens 2
2.1 WeSEErN JOSNUQA TIEE .....uueiieiceerecreer e ree s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s sn e s n e s n e s n e s n e s ne s n e e nessnenannan 2
2.2 BUITOWINE OWI.....eeececerereer e s e s s s s s e s sn e s s s s s n e s n e s s s ne s ne s n e s ne e n e s snenanennessnennnnan 2

3.0 Modifications To Previous CEQA DOCUMENL.......cccccvrrrrimrerisssmrerrsssaseersssssserssssnseessssnssessnans 3

Addendum to Phase Il and Phase Il Sewer Collection System Mitigated Negative Declaration




1.0 INTRODUCTION

The original Initial Study/Environmental Assessment and Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for
the Phase Il and Phase Il Sewer Collection System Project was filed in June 2020. This Addendum
was prepared as a reaffirmation of the findings in the adopted MND prepared in 2020, to
incorporate changes in environmental regulations to protect the Western Joshua Tree, and to apply
for additional funding assistance to complete the remainder of the Phase Il and Phase lll Sewer
Collection Project.

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region (RWQCB) imposed
a three-phased septic tank prohibition on new and existing septic systems with the Town of Yucca
Valley (Town), San Bernardino County (Resolutions No. R7-2011-0004, R7-2016-0001, and R7-
2021-0028). The Hi-Desert Water District (HDWD) constructed and is operating the wastewater
treatment facility and Phase | of the sewer collection system to serve the core of the Town.

To continue meeting public health and safety requirements for water supply within its service area
and comply with RWQCB requirements, HDWD prepared planning and environmental documents to
implement the Phase Il and Phase Ill Sewer Collection System Project and expand its sewer
collection system to serve the Town. The project improvements comprise of the installation of
approximately 64 miles of sewer pipeline and three lift stations. In June 2020, HDWD approved and
filed the MND for the Phase Il and Phase Ill Sewer Collection System Project. The environmental
document was prepared at a “CEQA-plus” level to include federal cross-cutting documentation to
meet requirements for HDWD to apply for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)
administered by the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Financial Assistance (SWRCB
DFA).

In September 2024, HDWD received funding assistance for the Phase Il and Phase Il Sewer
Collection System Project (SWRCB DFA Funding Agreement No. D2301026) to construct
approximately 37 miles of sewer pipeline. Construction began in July 2025.

HDWD intends to apply to SWRCB for additional funding to complete the remainder of the Phase Il
and Phase Il Sewer Collection Project.

1.2 STATUTORY REQUIREMENT FOR AN ADDENDUM

Within the process of obtaining compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), a
lead agency may prepare an Addendum to an adopted Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative
Declaration if minor technical changes or modifications to the proposed project occur that do not
result in new significant impacts or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified
significant impacts. An Addendum is not required to be circulated for public review but it may be
included in or attached to the adopted negative declaration (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15164).

Under the CWSRF regulations (40 C.F.R. §35.3580), the SWRCB may also request a re-affirmation of
the adopted Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative Declaration in cases where the lead agency
is applying for funding five years after environmental documentation was finalized and adopted.
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This Addendum was prepared due to changes in environmental regulation and due to the length of
time passed since the filing of the MND for the Phase Il and Phase Ill Sewer Collection System
Project in June 2020.

2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS

Since the filing of the Final Initial Study/Environmental Assessment and Mitigated Negative
Declaration in June 2020, a few changes in environmental regulations have occurred. Although no
significant physical changes to the project area have occurred, the status of the Western Joshua Tree
and burrowing owl has changed.

2.1 WESTERN JOSHUA TREE

The Western Joshua Tree (WJT, Yucca brevifolia) is a special-status species that was granted
legislative protection through the passage of the Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act (WJTCA) as
part of the State of California’s Public Resources Trailer Bill (Senate Bill 122) on July 10, 2023.
Legislation was developed following the WJT’s candidacy for listing under the California Endangered
Species Act (CESA).

The WITCA prohibits the take of any WJT and authorizes the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) to issue permits for the incidental take of WJT subject to the requirements of the
WIJTCA. The CDFW is also authorized to oversee the various permitted processes, such as the
mitigation of impacts to and/or removal of WJT. Permittees may pay specified fees for the incidental
take of a WJT or pay specified fees in lieu of conducting mitigation activities.

From 2024 to 2025, HDWD completed several WJT surveys to document WJTs in the project area
that was funded by the State Water Resources Control Board and comprises of the Kickapoo,
Paxton, and Sunnyslope sewer sub-basins. On August 7, 2025, the CDFW issued a Western Joshua
Tree Conservation Act Incidental Take Permit (ITP) No. 1927-ITP-2025-009-06 to HDWD for the
Phase Il Sewer Collection System Project’s Kickapoo and Paxton sewer sub-basins. On March 2026,
the CDFW issued an amendment (-Al) to the ITP that included mitigation requirements for additional
WJT impacts within the Sunnyslope sewer sub-basin. More WJT surveys and applications for a new or
amended ITP are anticipated to be required to complete the remaining future phases of the project.

It is HDWD’s objective to protect WJTs and ensure compliance with CDFW'’s conditions in the issued
ITPs.

2.2 BURROWING OWL

On October 10, 2024, the burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia hypugaea) was approved as a
candidate for potential listing as a protected species under the CESA.

The previously filed and adopted MND included mitigation measures for burrowing owls, including
pre-construction surveys that shall be conducted by a qualified biologist at least 14 days prior to any
project activities at any time of year (Mitigation Measure BIO-3). No modifications to the mitigation
measures are anticipated to be needed.
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3.0 MODIFICATIONS TO PREVIOUS CEQA DOCUMENT

To address these changes in environmental regulations, specific sections of the adopted MND are
revised as follows. Strikethrough indicates deletion of text, and bold, italicized, and underlined text
indicated additions to text.

Mitigation Measures:

BIO-6

All Projects should be designed to avoid sensitive and/or protected desert plants as
per the Gity Town of Yucca Valley and the County of San Bernardino. This includes
equipment staging and storage areas. In the event said sensitive desert plants cannot
be avoided, the HDWD shall conduct and/or prepare a Native Plant Survey and
Relocation Plan in accordance with Ordinance No. 140 of the Town of Yucca Valley to
be approved by the Town of Yucca Valley as part of the pre-construction planning. The
survey should first identify all Joshua Trees and other native vegetation as recognized
by the Town ordinance and the Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act and assess
their type and health. The HDWD should then work to find solutions to avoid these
resources; if the resources cannot be avoided, HDWD will develop a relocation plan
and obtain permits through applicable entities.

a¥alPa) A he ma o

forthe Project: If the Project, includin

activity during the life of the Project, results in take of CESA- listed species, the HDWD
will seek appropriate authorization prior to Project implementation through an ITP if
the species cannot be avoided. HDWD shall comply with the conditions of approval
and protection measures within the ITP.

* *X k k *
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