
Notice of Determination_________________________________________________

To: County of Los Angeles Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk 
12400 East Imperial Highway, Room 1101

 Norwalk, CA 90650

From:  Los Angeles County Public Works 
Stormwater Planning Division
Attention:  Matthew Frary
900 South Fremont Avenue

  Alhambra, CA 91803-1331
 
Lead 
Agency: County of Los Angeles

 1000 South Fremont Avenue Unit No.40 Building A-9 West 3rd Floor 
  Alhambra, CA 91803 

 
State Clearinghouse (SCH) No. 2020019072 

Project Title: Winery Canyon Channel/Descanso Stormwater Capture Project 

Project Location:  1418 Descanso Drive, La Cañada Flintridge, Los Angeles

Project Applicant: Los Angeles County Flood Control District

Project Description:  The Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation 
adopted the comprehensive 15-year Descanso Gardens Master Plan (Master Plan) to 
guide the development of Descanso Gardens (Gardens) between 2020 and 2035.  The 
Master Plan proposed the Winery Canyon/Descanso Stormwater Capture Project 
(Project) to capture stormwater and the ecological performance of main water features 
and optimize the lake for stormwater capture for non-potable use.  Since the Master Plan's 
approval in 2020, modifications to the Project have been proposed. The proposed Project 
will use an underground cistern for stormwater storage after passing through a 
pretreatment device.  The Project proposes to distribute stored water via pump station 
that would connect the Project's diversion infrastructure to the Lake Pump Room.  New 
electrical conduit would be installed to power the proposed equipment.  The proposed 
Project also includes concrete gutters along the eastern, southern, and southwestern 
edges of the Auxiliary Parking Lot.  In the Main Lot, the Project proposes replacement of 
200 linear feet of curb and gutter near the Gardens' visitor entrance with precast porous 
concrete panels along the curb and gutter.  Stormwater that does not infiltrate would 
continue to discharge south via gravity flow into Winery Canyon Channel.

The County of Los Angeles (Lead Agency) adopted the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (IS/MND) for the Descanso Gardens Master Plan and filed a Notice of 
Determination (NOD) with the Los Angeles County Registrar Recorder/County Clerk on 
October 13, 2020 (County Clerk No. 2020165043) and submitted the NOD to the State 
Clearinghouse on October 14, 2020 (SCH No. 2020019072).  An Addendum to the Master 
Plan's IS/MND was prepared to analyze modifications to certain water conservation 
elements considered in the Master Plan in 2020.  The Lead Agency filed a NOD with the 
Los Angeles County Registrar Recorder/County Clerk (County Clerk No. 2024254873) 
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on December 17, 2024, and submitted the NOD to the State Clearinghouse on 
December 19, 2024 (SCH No. 2020019072).

Acting as a Responsible Agency for the project, the Los Angeles County Flood Control 
District (District) has reviewed the MND adopted by the Lead Agency for the project and 
concludes it is adequate for use by the District. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  Los Angeles County Flood Control District

This is to advise that on June 29, 2026, the Los Angeles County Flood Control District, 
as Responsible Agency for the project, has made the following determinations regarding 
the project:

1. The Project will not have a significant effect on the environment.
2. A MND was prepared for this Project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
3. Mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of the Project. 
4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan was prepared for this Project. 
5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not required for this Project. 
6. Findings were made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

The location of the documents and other materials constituting the record upon which the
District decision is based in this matter can be found here:

Los Angeles County Flood Control District, 900 South Fremont Avenue, 11th Floor, 
Alhambra, CA 91803 

Contact Person(s)/Title:

Matthew Frary, Assistant Deputy Director    (626) 458-4300
Melanie Hu, Senior Civil Engineer (626) 458-4322

Signature: _____________________________  Date: ___________________
Title:   Assistant Deputy Director

6/29/2026


