Notice of Determination -1-

To: From:
[X] Office of Planning and Research California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
For U.S. Mail: P.O. Box 944209
P.O. Box 3044 Sacramento, CA 94244-2090
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Contact: Brooke Jacobs
Phone: 916-903-6426
Street Address:
1400 Tenth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814 Lead Agency (if different than CDFW)

Department of Water Resources
3500 Industrial Blvd

West Sacramento, CA 95691
Contact: Carolyn Buckman
Phone: 916-699-8406

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21108
State Clearinghouse Number: 2020010227

Project Title: Construction and Operation of the Delta Conveyance Project Incidental Take Permit No. 2081-2024-
018-00 (ITP)

Project Location (include county): Construction, maintenance, and operation of the Delta Conveyance Project
(Project) will occur within the legal Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) and Suisun Marsh in Solano,
Sacramento, Yolo, San Joaquin, and Contra Costa Counties and include a portion of Alameda County.

The Project will construct and use two new intakes located on the Sacramento River between the towns of Hood
(Intake B) and Courtland (Intake C), California to convey water from the Sacramento River located in the north
Delta (i.e., along the east bank of the Sacramento River between Clarksburg and Courtland at river miles 39.4 and
36.8, respectively). From Intakes B and C, the single tunnel alignment will follow a route to Twin Cities Complex
double launch shaft, New Hope Tract maintenance shaft, Canal Ranch Tract maintenance shaft, Terminous Tract
reception shaft, King Island maintenance shaft, tunnel under Rindge Tract, Lower Roberts Island double launch
shaft, Upper Jones Tract maintenance shaft, tunnel under Lower Jones Tract, tunnel under Victoria Island, Union
Island maintenance shaft, tunnel under Coney Island, and Clifton Court Tract to the Bethany Complex’s Surge
Basin reception shaft. The Project will include a new Bethany Reservoir Pumping Plant and Surge Basin located to
the south of Clifton Court Forebay (CCF), and a new Bethany Reservoir Aqueduct that conveys flows to a new
Bethany Reservoir Discharge Structure on the shore of Bethany Reservoir. The aqueduct will consist of four
pipelines including tunneled segments under the existing Central Valley Project (CVP) C. W. “Bill” Jones Pumping
Plant (Jones Pumping Plant) discharge pipelines and existing Bethany Reservoir Conservation Easement adjacent
to Bethany Reservoir. Collectively, these facilities are called the Bethany Complex.

The Project also includes interconnection facilities for Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) including an
interconnection pump station with water intake from the Project’s Union Island Maintenance Shaft on the main
Project tunnel and a new 1.6-mile conveyance pipeline that will extend from the pump station and connect to the
existing CCWD Victoria Island Pipeline just downstream of the CCWD’s existing Middle River Intake and Pumping
Plant.

Project Description: The Project includes construction, maintenance, and operation of a conveyance facility to
divert water from the Sacramento River in the north Delta and move it to south Delta pumping plants. The Project
includes the construction of new facilities and, once those facilities become operational, operations and
maintenance.

The Project will construct two new intake facilities as new points of diversion for the State Water Project in the
north Delta along the Sacramento River. The water will be conveyed via a single tunnel that terminates at the
Bethany Complex. The Bethany Complex is south of CCF and includes a surge basin, pumping plant, and
aqueduct that conveys flows to a new discharge structure on the shore of Bethany Reservoir. Intake components
include cylindrical tee fish screens, intake structures, sedimentation basins, sediment drying lagoons, flow control
structures, tunnel inlet, and other inlet structures.

The tunnel from the intakes to the Bethany Complex will have an inside diameter of 36 feet and outside diameter of
39 feet and extend approximately 45 miles from the intakes to the surge basin at the Bethany Reservoir Pumping
Plant. The Twin Cities double launch shaft will be used to bore one tunnel north to the intake shafts and one south
to the Terminous Tract reception shaft. Lower Roberts Island will have a double launch shaft, that will allow one
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tunnel boring machine (TBM) to bore north to the Terminous Tract reception shaft and one to bore south toward
the final reception shaft at the Bethany Reservoir Surge Basin. New shaft pads will be constructed of soil
excavated from either the shaft site or nearby shaft sites. The Project’s tunnel segments, TBM machinery, other
soil materials, and equipment will be delivered to all sites by road. Rail will also be used to deliver tunnel segments
to the Lower Roberts Island tunnel launch shaft site. The double launch shaft at Lower Roberts Island will require a
shaft site to accommodate a double launch shaft with a figure eight configuration, reusable tunnel material (RTM)
storage area, and corresponding access roads. The RTM site will also house a rail-served materials depot. Rail
access to Lower Roberts Island will be provided from existing Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) or Burlington
Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) tracks located on the Port of Stockton. Rail lines will be extended from one of the
existing rail facilities in the Port of Stockton. Rail access will be extended over a new bridge over Burns Cutoff and
continue to the tunnel segment storage area near RTM storage area.

The Project also includes construction of interconnection facilities for CCWD. The facilities will consist of an
interconnection pump station and a new 1.6-mile conveyance pipeline. The interconnection pipeline will be
installed in a trench with open cut-and-cover construction along existing roadways and within agricultural fields.
The portion of the interconnection pipeline that crosses Victoria Canal will be microtunneled. Launch and retrieval
pits, approximately 35 feet wide by 50 feet long, will be placed within the 100-foot open trench construction
easement on Union Island and Victoria Island to launch and receive microtunneling equipment. Air valves, blow
offs, and access manways will be placed along the pipeline within the permanent easement.

Following construction, the Project as permitted by CDFW includes two years of operations and maintenance.
Operations consist of initial testing of facilities, pump maintenance, and systemwide commissioning tests to
confirm if facilities and equipment function as expected and make repairs or adjustments as needed. Following
initial testing of facilities and equipment the Project may conduct full operations consistent with the Conditions of
Approval in the ITP.

The discretionary approval by CDFW is the issuance of the ITP identified above. The construction, operation, and
maintenance of the Delta Conveyance Project as approved by the lead agency is expected to result in incidental
take and impacts to habitat of California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense), Giant garter snake
(Thamnophis gigas), Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni), Tricolored blackbird (Agelaius tricolor), Crotch bumble
bee (Bombus crotchii), Mason’s lilaeopsis (Lilaeopsis masonii), Delta smelt (Hypomesus transpacificus), Longfin
smelt (Spirinchus thaleichthys), Winter-run Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), Spring-run Chinook
salmon of the Sacramento River (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), and White sturgeon (Acipenser transmontanus).
California tiger salamander, Giant garter snake, Swainson’s hawk, Tricolored blackbird, Longfin smelt, and Spring-
run Chinook salmon are designated as threatened species under the California Endangered Species Act. Delta
smelt and Winter-run Chinook salmon are designated as endangered species under the California Endangered
Species Act (CESA). Mason’s lilaeopsis is designated as rare under the California Native Plant Protection Act. The
California Fish and Game Commission designated Crotch bumble bee as a candidate species under CESA on
June 12, 2019, and reinstated the listing on September 30, 2022. The California Fish and Game Commission
designated White sturgeon as a candidate species under CESA on June 19, 2024.The ITP referenced above as
issued by CDFW authorizes incidental take of California tiger salamander, Giant garter snake, Swainson’s hawk,
Tricolored blackbird, Crotch bumble bee, Mason’s lilaeopsis, Delta smelt, Longfin smelt, Winter-run Chinook
salmon, spring-run Chinook salmon of the Sacramento River, and White sturgeon that may occur as a result of
construction, operation, and maintenance of the Delta Conveyance Project, as is more specifically described in the
ITP.

This is to advise that CDFW, acting as [[_] the lead agency / [X] a responsible agency] approved the above-
described project on 02/14/2025, and made the following determinations regarding the above-described project:

—_

. The project [[_] will / [X] will not] have a significant effect on the environment (This determination is limited to
effects within CDFW’s permitting jurisdiction as a responsible agency).

2. [X] An environmental impact report / [_] A negative declaration] was prepared by the lead agency for the original
project.

Additional mitigation measures [[X] were / [_] were not] made a condition of CDFW’s approval of the project.
A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [[X] was / [ ] was not] adopted by CDFW for this project.
A Statement of Overriding Considerations [[_] was / [X] was not] adopted by CDFW for this project.
Findings [X] were / [] were not] made by CDFW pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21081(a).
Compliance with the environmental filing fee requirement at Fish and Game Code § 711.4 (check one):

[] Payment is submitted with this notice.

No o krow
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X A copy of a receipt showing prior payment was submitted to CDFW.

X] Responsible Agency statement: The EIR prepared by the lead agency for the Project is available to the general
public at the office location listed above for the lead agency. CDFW’s administrative record of proceedings
related to the ITP and this/glj;ymendment is available to the public for review at CDFW’s Water Branch office.

— Date: > //%//M‘

Signature /
Charlton Bonham, Director

Date Received for filing at OPR:
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