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Brandon Gallup, Project Manager
Covington Group, Inc.
14180 Dallas Parkway, Suite 730
Dallas, Texas 75254

Subject: Protocol Desert Tortoise Survey Results for the Hesperia Commerce Center Il Project Located in the City
of Hesperia, San Bernardino County, California

Dear Mr. Gallup:

This letter documents the results of a protocol presence/absence survey for the Mojave desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) conducted by Dudek in spring 2020. The Mojave desert tortoise is listed as threatened by both the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). The survey
was conducted primarily within the entire approximately 195-acre project site, as the site supports moderately
suitable habitat to support this species. The project site is located near the southern extent of the desert tortoise’s
range in the southwestern Mojave Desert, in the City of Hesperia, San Bernardino County, California.

No desert tortoise or sign of active/previous occupation was observed within the survey area for the project which
includes the project site boundary and three additional 10-meter (~30-feet) belt transects at 200-meter (~655-
feet) intervals encircling the project site (200-meter, 400-meter, and 600-meter from the perimeter of the project
site).

1. Survey Area

The proposed project site is located in the western part of the City of Hesperia, which is found within the Victor
Valley region of San Bernardino County. The project site is bounded to the south by Phelan Road, to the north by
Yucca Terrace Drive, to the west by the Los Angeles Bureau of Power and Light Road, and to the east by State Route
395. The survey was conducted within the entirety of the 195-acre project site. The southwestern corner of the
survey area is at coordinates 34.253657, -117.250306 (North American datum [NAD} 83 Zone 11S Universal
Transverse Mercator (UTM) 476,953 easting by 3,790,309 northing), and the northeastern corner of the survey
area is at coordinates 34.260227,-117.241340 (NAD 83 Zone 11S UTM 477,780 easting by 3,791,036 northing).
The survey area is located within Section 16, Township 4 North, Range 5 West, as depicted on the United States
Geological Survey (USGS) Baldy Mesa, California 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle map.

The topography within the survey area is flat, with a small, lone hill located on the southwestern corner of the survey
area. The survey area elevation ranges from approximately 3,500-feet to 3,600-feet above mean sea level. The
survey area is primarily undeveloped, with several dirt roads crossing the survey area, and is vegetated by Joshua
tree (Yucca brevifolia) woodland vegetation. Other dominant vegetation found within the survey area include
California juniper (Juniperus californica), and non-native grasses and ruderal (weedy) forbs.
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Mr. Brandon Gallup
Subject:  Protocol Desert Tortoise Survey Results for the Hesperia Commerce Center Il Project

2. Methods

Dudek conducted the focused desert tortoise surveys on April 24 and May 5, 2020, in accordance with current
USFWS 2010 protocol*. The surveys were conducted by Dudek biologists Tommy Molioo, Tracy Park, Eilleen Salas,
Michael Cady, and Rachel Swick. The survey area, or USFWS 2010 “Action Area,” was walked using 10 meter (30-
foot) wide belt transects in all areas of potentially suitable habitat. The entire project site was deemed to have
potentially suitable habitat during a previous habitat assessment conducted by LSA in 20192, as the entire project
site is vegetated with Joshua tree woodland. USFWS 2010 data forms were completed for each day of survey and
are provided in Appendix B. In addition, notes were taken on vegetation communities and plant and animal species
observed.

3.  Results

No live desert tortoises, desert tortoise sign, or suitable burrows were observed within the survey area. The survey
area is at the edge of desert tortoise known range, and the vegetation present on site is relatively low quality, with
a heavy presence of non-native species. The vegetation throughout the site has been impacted by illegal trash
dumping and unauthorized off-road vehicle use. In addition, no desert washes or dominance of creosote bush
(Larrea tridentata) scrub are present within the survey area, which are requirements for the presence of desert
tortoise.

If you have any questions regarding this report, please feel free to contact me at tmolioo@dudek.com or by phone
at 949.212.9404.

Sincerely, )

Tommy Molioo
Sr. Biologist

Att.:  Attachment A - Figures
Attachment B - Site Photographs
Attachment C - Data Sheets

cc: Collin Ramsey, Dudek

! 'USFWS 2010. Preparing for any Action That May Occur within the Range of the Mojave Desert Tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii).

2 LSA 2019. Biological Resources Assessment. Hesperia Commerce Center II Project. City of Hesperia, San Bernardino
County, California.
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Attachment A

Figures
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Attachment B

Site Photographs




ATTACHMENT B
SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

Photo 1: From southern Caliente Road, facing north, showing typical Joshua tree woodland vegetation found
within the survey area.

and vegetation found

Photo 2: From southern Caliente Road, facing west, showing typical Joshua tree woodl
within the survey area.
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ATTACHMENT B
SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

Photo 3: From southern Caliente Road, facing southwest, showing typical Joshua tree woodland found within
the survey area.

Photo 4: From Yucca Terrace Drive, facing south, showing California juniper found within portions of the survey
area.
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Data Sheets




USFWS DESERT TORTOISE PRE-PROJECT SURVEY DATA SHEET

Date of survey: April 24, 2020 Survey biologist(s): Tommy Molioo, Tracy Park, Eilleen Salas, & Michael Cady
(month, day, year)
Site description: _Hesperia Commerce Center Il Project, 195 acres; corner of Phelan Road and U.S. Route 395
(project name and size; general location)

County:San Bernardino Quad: Baldy Mesa Location:lat/long 34.253657, -117.250306, UTMs NAD 83, 11S 476953, 3790309
(UTM coordinates, lat-long, and/or TRS; map datum)
Transect #: Transect length: _0.5 mi. Type ofsurvey: _195 acres; 100% coverage
(acres to be surveyed; 100% coverage/probabilistic sampling)
GPS Start-point: _ 34.426848° -117.404963°_1,090 m Start time: _7:00 am__am/pm
(easting, northing, elevation in meters)
GPS End-point: __34.426740°, -117.409714__1,0906 m End time: __1:00 pm___am/pm
(easting, northing, elevation in meters)
Start Temp: _ 29 °C  Weather: 0-1 mph, clear skies End Temp: 35 °C
Live Tortoises
. GPS location Tortoise location Approx MCL _—
Detect .
niricb:rn Time (in burrow: all of tortoise >160-mm? E:;:Ztlggkt;?gif
Easting Northing beneath plane of burrow (Yes, No or resent‘
opening, or not in burrow) Unknown) P
1 none
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
Tortoise Sign (burrows', scats, carcasses, etc)
Detection GPS location Type of sign Description and comments
number Easting Northing (burrows, scats, carcass, etc) P
1 none
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

! See section 4.1.2 for information on burrow condition class and photographing burrows

December 2009 4-24



USFWS DESERT TORTOISE PRE-PROJECT SURVEY DATA SHEET

Date of survey: May 5, 2020 Survey biologist(s): Tommy Molioo, Eilleen Salas, Michael Cady, & Rachel Swick
(month, day, year)
Site description: _Hesperia Commerce Center Il Project, 195 acres; corner of Phelan Road and U.S. Route 395

(project name and size; general location)

County:San Bernardino Quad:Baldy Mesa Location:lat/long 34.253657, -117.250306, UTMs NAD 83, 11S 476953, 3790309
(UTM coordinates, lat-long, and/or TRS; map datum)

Transect #: Transect length: Type of survey:
11 (acres to be surveyed; 100% coverage/probabilistic sampling)
GPS Start-point: 34.426848 -117.404963 1,0906 m Start time: 7:00 am/pm
(easting, northing, elevation in meters)
GPS End-point: _34.433856 -117.399854__ 1,070 m  End time: 1:00 am/pm
(easting, northing, elevation in meters)
Start Temp: °C  Weather: End Temp: °C
Live Tortoises
. GPS location Tortoise location Approx MCL _—
Detect .
niricbfrn Time (in burrow: all of tortoise >160-mm? E:;:Ztlggkt;?gif
Easting Northing beneath plane of burrow (Yes, No or '
: ; present
opening, or not in burrow) Unknown)
1 None
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
Tortoise Sign (burrows', scats, carcasses, etc)
Detection GPS location Type of sign Description and comments
number Easting Northing (burrows, scats, carcass, etc) P
1 None
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

! See section 4.1.2 for information on burrow condition class and photographing burrows

December 2009 4-24
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