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From: Theresa B
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Cottonwood Sand Mining Project
Date: Wednesday, November 06, 2019 5:33:19 PM

Dear Mr. Hingtgen,

I am a homeowner in Rancho San Diego and I am against this project for the following
reasons:

1) The Sweetwater River has a natural floodplain and hydrologic flow through this area, that
comes from a dam that releases water from the Loveland Reservoir, which eventually feeds
into the Sweetwater Reservoir and Dam to the Sweetwater Marsh, a part of the San Diego
Wildlife Refuge and then the San Diego Bay. The Western Pond Turtle, an endangered
species, along with other endangered birds call this area home along the route to the San
Diego Bay. This sand mine will cause contamination to the water.

2) Sand particles are a known carcinogen and the air pollution by mining with the trucks
transporting along Winter Glen and Jamacha Road to 94W.  94W is already heavily impacted
by traffic coming from surrounding communities. 5 hours and 40 minutes of heavy truck
traffic would be on the roads per day causing not only more traffic delays, but more pollution. 
This area is environmentally sensitive for wildlife.

4) Values of homes were decrease, because no one will want to live here.

Please add this letter to the opposing comments to this project. I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

Theresa Blain

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the County network. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are unsure, forward

the email to spam.protection@sdcounty.ca.gov.
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From: craigbradshaw804@yahoo.com
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: FW: The proposed quarry in Rancho San Diego
Date: Friday, November 08, 2019 12:10:56 PM

 
 
 
Mr Hingtgen
 
I bought in Corte Madera off Willow Glen Rd when the homes were new, and sold as “A Golf Course
Community” in 1987. These are single family homes. Since then, we have been subjected to several
changes that impacted our community, i.e. faster road speeds on Willow Glen and the change in
flight patterns at Lindbergh Field which sends airliners climbing for altitude over our homes past
11:30PM. The proposed quarry is the final nail in the coffin for our community. We are directly
across from Steel Canyon Rd and therefore the proposed quarry operation which is to begin early in
the morning and later into the afternoon. I am in my mid-seventies, retired and unable to simply just
move. A quarry operation is just too noisy, disruptive, dusty and will degenerate an area of Willow
Glen Rd which is frequented by bicycle groups because of its open and rural character. Please
consider us and reject this quarry operation on Willow Glen Rd. as an unnecessary blight on the
entire area that will have a huge impact on those of us who, in good faith bought into Corte Madera
for the peace and  tranquility of an R-1 neighborhood.
 
Regards
Craig Bradshaw
2355 Prince Edward Ct,
Rancho San Diego  
 
 

mailto:Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov
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From: Steven, Heather
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: FW: Sand Mine @ Cottonwood
Date: Tuesday, November 05, 2019 10:28:36 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
Heather Steven
(858.495.5802

County of San Diego
Diversity & Inclusion
 
From: Tim Bro <timbro97@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2019 9:51 AM
To: Steven, Heather <Heather.Steven@sdcounty.ca.gov>
Subject: Sand Mine @ Cottonwood
 
Hi Heather,
 
Wanted to express complete dissatisfaction with the proposed
sand mine plan.  I moved to Rancho San Diego from San Diego proper
to get away from the crazy developments, noise, traffic and this
proposal would take away from the reasons people live there.
 
Being in real estate myself, I understand property usage and 
highest and best use.  But this is in direct conflict with health
and safety tenants.  With the quarry mine just down the road
on Willow Glen, the last thing we need is more trucks to 
further overburden the highway infrastructure, leave more
debris on our roads and air, and add another level of noise
pollution.
 
The traffic in the area has increased dramatically with the
Sycuan hotel addition and the thought of more heavy equipment
and huge trucks on that road is just unsafe.
 
Thank you for taking into consideration the negative ramifications
of this project.
 
Thank you,
Tim

Timothy A Brodowski
Real Estate Wealth Adviser
Global Luxury Home Specialist (ILHM Certified)
MBA, SRES, CNE, BPOR, GRI, CIEA
Military Residential  Specialist Certified (MilRes)
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
858-354-2354 Cell

mailto:Heather.Steven@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov






DRE# 01224576
 
www.TimBroHomes.us
 
timbrohomes.blogspot.com
 
https://www.youtube.com/c/TimBroHomesUS
 
Click here to find me on Yelp.com
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From: Brubins1 .
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Sand Mining
Date: Sunday, November 17, 2019 7:42:26 PM

Too many residents against this project.  We need housing out here and a better tax base for
local county services.

No Sand mines

mailto:Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov


From: george bugari <gbugari2000@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Saturday, November 09, 2019 2:33 PM 
To: Steven, Heather <Heather.Steven@sdcounty.ca.gov>; Jacob, Dianne 
<Dianne.Jacob@sdcounty.ca.gov> 
Cc: george Yahoo Bugarin <gbugari2000@yahoo.com> 
Subject: cotton wood mine 
 
As  a member of the Rancho San Diego Community. I am contacting you to 
let you know that we oppose the opening  a sand mine because: 
 
This mine has a potential for significant impacts on the environment. Major impacted 
areas may include problems with noise, water and air quality. 
 
The Valle de Oro Community Plan states that new projects must eliminate safety hazards 
caused by direct access of traffic onto major arterial or collector streets. Technical 
studies will be required of the project applicant regarding fire protection planning and 
traffic. 
 
There are two facilities serving children adjacent to the proposed Sand Mine. These 
vulnerable children who would be impacted by  the hazards of a Sand Mine and 
subsequent heavy truck traffic, exhaust, and noise include Adeona Healthcare, a 
residential treatment facility for 70 adolescents dealing with substance abuse and 
mental health disorders (including trauma) and Jamacha Elementary & Extended Day 
Program, a very busy public school serving over 500 students from Kindergarten to 
Fifth grade. 
 
I would you like to have these issues in your backyard....? 
 
Sincerely 
 
George Bugarin 
Esperanza Bugarin 
Nov 9th, 2019 
 

mailto:gbugari2000@yahoo.com
mailto:Heather.Steven@sdcounty.ca.gov
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From: Kathy Butterfield
To: Hingtgen, Robert J
Subject: Environmental Impact Report Input for Cottonwood Sand Mining Project
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 5:13:32 PM

Date:                     November 13, 2019
 
From:                    Kathy Butterfield, butterfldk@cox.net
                                3036 Palm Vista Ct., El Cajon, CA 92019
 
To:                          Robert Hingtgen, Planner III (Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov)

                San Diego County Planning and Development Services
 

Subject:               Environmental Impact Report Input for Cottonwood Sand Mining Project
 

Dear Mr. Hingtgen,

I write to voice my strong objection to the proposed Cottonwood Sand Mine in Rancho San Diego. It
makes no sense that a major, long-term mining operation within yards of hundreds of adult and child
residents, an elementary school and already overcrowded and narrow roadways is even considered.
If approved, the mine will be operating for at least 12 years and possibly longer. During that time an
estimated 5.7 million tons of sand and rock will be excavated, processed, loaded onto large, heavy
trucks and exported to whatever site is willing to pay the most. And although the owner states that
he wants to reduce dependence on imported sand in the County, there is no guarantee, nor
requirement, that the product from this mining will stay in San Diego County.

The proposed open pit excavations to 35 feet or more will have a demonstrably adverse impact on
the environment and community. The proposed heavy equipment and nearly 2000 feet of conveyor
belts will create an incredibly noisy and nerve-racking environment. This is generally a rural
community of large-lot houses with families, children, animals and even horses. It is located adjacent
to a National Wildlife Refuge. The resulting noise disruption to the entire area will be felt immensely,
along with the dust, smoke, dirt, particulate matter and diesel fumes that will eventually permeate
the community. It is unthinkable that these operations are planned to begin at 7:00 AM. The animals
and vegetation that now inhabit the open space surrounding the proposed mine site will similarly
suffer. Some species are endangered, and the habitat destruction will have far-reaching and long-
term impacts.

I am greatly concerned about the potential groundwater impact. While direct pollution from the
operation of the mining equipment is possible, disruption of existing flow patterns is immediate and
unavoidable. Many nearby residents have wells and depend upon the groundwater to be available
and potable. How can this project avoid negatively impacting the Sweetwater Riverbed, a crucial
source of transporting potable water to several communities? And where is the concern or
mitigation for any of the lost property value that this community will unequivocally suffer?

The property owner points to the proposed reclamation efforts as somehow offsetting the
deleterious consequences of this open pit mine. But much of what will be done under the guise of
“reclamation” would be necessary in any event to support the planned development of the
property, which, after all, is the endgame for this property owner. I am sure from the owner’s
perspective this is good business, that is, to get paid for what you would otherwise have to pay for
yourself. But I would hope that from the County Planning and Development Services’ perspective
this will be seen for what it is, exceedingly poor stewardship of the environment and the physical
well-being and safety of the community. I urge you to consider the serious concerns of Safety,
Traffic, Air/Water/Noise pollution, the impact to Plants and Wildlife, and the inevitable Decrease to
Property Values as you define the scope and content of this proposed project’s Environmental
Impact Report.

 

mailto:Robert.Hingtgen@sdcounty.ca.gov
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Sincerely,

Kathy Butterfield

 



PDS2018-MUP-18-023, PDS2018-RP-18-001, LOG NO. PDS2018-ER-18-19-007; COTTONWOOD SAND MINING PROJECT. 

 

Dear County of San Diego Planning  

Please do not approve the Cottonwood mining project.  This project seeks to dredge 
into the Sweetwater River, River bed down as much as 40 feet.  Its not like this section 
of River couldn’t use some restoration but tearing things up with the promise of then 
fixing them is not in the spirit of CEQA nor NEPA.  

 This project is adjacent to two USFWS refuges, one immediately downstream that 
cannot help but be impacted and one to the south on Mt McGinty.  Otherwise it is 
surrounded by urban houses, schools, shopping and main roads.  A quarry in the 
middle of urban landscape or a wildlife refuge does not seem at all appropriate.   In 
the end it will produce a lake 200 feet wide and up to 2 miles long which could 
seriously alter the river flow and River Ecology of the Sweetwater below. 

  What is the real intention of this project?  A lake and more houses? It would make a 
lot more sense to reinvent the golf course with more organic management and a 
restoration of the river or alternatively fully restored as open space. 

  The impact to several thousand people, a community college, an elementary school, -
which by the way necessitates extra background checks of all workmen does it not, the 
main road in and out of Jamul and El Cajon and to a Casino resort and other golf 
courses.  

 The noise and dust are bad enough, but this is the riverbed of a major river in this 
county delineating a major watershed.  Rivers in the San Diego Mediterranean 
Ecosystem do not necessarily have water in them but at times they can flood.  The 
water flow can be very dynamic. How does altering the flow of the Sweetwater comply 
with the Clean Water Act?  The project will obliterate any and all reptiles and 
amphibians in the stream bed.  How does this comply with endangered species Act 
and with multiple species corridors?  Additionally, the project seeks to remove all of 
the vegetation in the project area.  This completely wipes out the ecology of the area.  
How does this comply with CEQA or with again the Endangered Species Act, Clean Air 
and Clean Water Act?   The project seeks to gut the entire valley and then widen a 20 
foot river channel into one that is 200 to 300 feet wide.  This could change the flow as 
well as the hydrology of the area.  An area could be much wetter than before and 
under water longer or dryer longer.  The changes and animates the ecology of the 
area.  How is this compliant with any environmental law?  



The Sweetwater begins behind Lake Cuyamaca and flows a long way to San Diego 
Bay.  Dredging this river could wreak havoc on the ecology for a long way.   I think 
this is not a good use of this land while it does need some care.   

I have been up on Mt McGinty several times. It is not quite wilderness quality, but it is 
very wild and remote and contains many trails that the public can hike and horse back 
ride.  From up on McGinty I could see the existing mining operations.  They are a 
miserably blight to the scenery and and stark contract to the wild McGinty.  

What lighting will be used on this project? How do you plan to cooperate with the dark 
sky ordinance?  

The amount of rather hap hazard development in this area is already tragic.  Wild 
comes in close and in stark contrast and juxtaposition  to urban development.  How 
are you planning to manage threats of fire so close to homes especially working right 
under a major transmission line? The golf course walk was very peaceful.  How are 
you planning to mitigate the noise of these operations?  What hours are they planning 
to keep?  Are you prepared to replace everyone’s windshield out there from trucking 
out rock on Willow Glen Road? 

How will you protect cars on Steel Canyon Road from the operations and elevators 
proposed underneath?  

How will you mitigate misquitos with the amount of standing water produced near 
urban houses?  How will you do this and protect the ecology of the river as well as 
people ?  

Additionally, this proposed project operates under some high-tension powerlines.  How 
does this impact service and reliability of these lines?  Has SDG&E reviewed and 
accepted this plan? This project would be placing some of these power poles ultimately 
in the middle of a lake.  Is SDG&E aware of this?  Are these poles rated to be 
underwater safely?  

 

I visited the golf course on a Sunday and on a Thursday after a substantial rain fall, 
and it had a fair number of customers even as evening was falling.  This removes a 
substantial area of recreation and open space.  It provides a terrible blight noise and 
dust in juxtaposition of Mt McGinty wildlife refuge as well.  

Please make me a commenter of record for these comments.  Please see photos 
attached.  

Sincerely, 



Cynthia M Buxton 

541 Spruce Street 

Imperial Beach, CA 91932 

(619) 823-3620 

November 21, 2019 

 
 

Everything in these pictures would be scraped away to bare dirt and dug down an 
average of 20 feet. Note the river bed photos, the proximity of homes to this project 
and the power lines.  



 
 

 



 
 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 




